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Posture

Student sits on the edge of the 

chair, back is straight, feet are 

flat on the floor.  Uses proper 

hand position/finger 

combinations.

Student sits on the edge of the 

chair, back is straight, feet are 

flat on the floor.  Uses proper 

hand position, but has some 

hesitation with finger 

combinations.

Student sits on the edge of the 

chair, but may slouch, cross feet, 

or have other alterations to good 

posture.  Occasionally uses proper 

hand position and hesitates with 

finger combinations.

Student does not sit on the 

edge of the chair, slouches, 

holds the instrument at the 

wrong angle, supports the 

instrument inappropriately.  

Uses improper hand position.

Tone

Tone is consistently focused, 

clear, and centered throughout 

the range of the instrument. Tone 

has a professional quality.

Tone is focused, clear, and 

centered through the normal 

playing range of the instrument. 

Tone quality typically does not 

distract from the performance.

Tone is often focused, clear, and 

centered, but is sometimes 

uncontrolled in the normal playing 

range. Occasionally the tone 

quality detracts from the overall 

experience.

Tone is not focused, clear, or 

centered. Poor tone 

significantly detracts from the 

overall performance.

Note Accuracy 

and Intonation

Notes are consistently accurate 

and in tune.

An occasional inaccurate note is 

played, but does not detract from 

overall performance.

Several inaccurate notes are 

played, detracting from the 

overall performance

Wrong notes are played and 

consistently detract from the 

performance

Rhythm

Rhythms are accurate and precise 

and played in the correct style of 

the piece.

Rhythms are accurate with an 

occasional error that does not 

disrupt flow or detract from the 

performance.

Some rhythms are accurate. 

Frequent or repeated duration 

errors or other rhythm problems 

detract from the overall 

performance.

Rhythms are seldom accurate, 

detracting significantly from 

the performance.

Tempo

Tempo(s) are played as marked 

without slowing, rushing, or 

pausing.

Tempo(s) are played as marked 

without slowing, rushing, or 

pausing more than twice

Tempo(s) are not played as 

marked and/or slowing, 

rushing, or pausing occur 

frequently.

Tempo(s) are not played as 

marked and slowing, rushing, 

or pausing consistently disrupt 

the performance.

Articulation

Clear and precise articulation. 

Markings (staccato, legato, pizzicato, 

slur, accents, etc.) are executed 

accurately as written with an accurate 

interpretation of the style being 

played.

Usually clear and precise, 

though there might be an 

isolated error. Markings are 

executed accurately as written.

Occasionally clear and precise, 

markings are not always 

executed accurately as written.

Unclear. Markings are not 

executed accurately throughout 

the piece as written.

Dynamics

Dynamic levels are obvious, 

consistent, and contrasting within 

the scope of the piece.

Dynamic levels are typically 

accurate and consistent with 

clear contrast.

Dynamic levels fluctuate but 

can be discerned.

Attention to dynamic levels is 

not obvious.
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