
Welcome to Our Classroom         2017 
 

Dear Parents: 

 

       Welcome to our classroom! Debbie and I hope that your child will spend a very happy 

year with us!  The first few weeks of school can seem overwhelming for children, but we will do 

all that we can to help your child feel more comfortable.  To assist with this transition we are 

hosting an orientation for new students. 

 

 Classroom Visit for New Students: Monday, August 14th from 5:30 to 6:30pm.  Please 

feel free to drop by our classroom for a short stay during this time period to meet Debbie and me. 

We hope that this will assist everyone to feel more comfortable before the first day of class. 

 

 For the first few weeks while your child adjusts to the classroom, please drop off your 

child at the door and then leave.  He/she may well be upset at the prospect of your leaving, and 

you may feel like staying to console him/her.  Please do not stay! In fact, your child will 

probably recover quite quickly once you have gone.  Rest assured we will take good care of 

him/her. 

 

Birthdays: We like to celebrate birthdays. When your child has a birthday, perhaps you 

could send in a poster with one picture for each year of your child’s life beginning at birth.  

Parents are welcome to participate in this celebration that will take place at 8:15am.  

 We would also like to honor the birthdays of those children who have birthdays during 

summer break. In such cases, we will honor their “half-birthdays.”  Let me know about 

scheduling this celebration. 

 

Friday Folders: Notes from administration and classroom will be sent home in the 

Friday Folder, which will be provided. Please return your folder to the classroom on the 

following Monday. Feel free to include notes to me, since I check returned folders on Mondays. 

 

Sign In/Sign Out:  Preschool parents please remember to sign your child in and out on 

the attendance sheet, which is located on top of the slipper cabinet outside the classroom door. 

Kindergarten parents, if you are more than ten minutes late, please go to the office and pick up a 

tardy slip for your child to bring to class. 

 

 

Special Circumstances: Life is full of surprises, both good and bad. If your family 

encounters any kind of difficulty that may impact your child’s behavior, please let us know. We 

don’t want to intrude on your private life, but we can keep a watchful eye on a child who is 

feeling sad. 

Each child is unique. In order for us to be sensitive to your child’s needs, it would be 

helpful for us to know of any particular fears or phobias which may exist. 

 

 

 

 



Sharing Time on Wednesdays: We will be glad to let your child share a special 

experience or “treasure” with the class. Such a sharing will provide a wonderful opportunity for 

your child to gain confidence in addressing a group. However, we ask for your cooperation with 

regard to WHAT is shared. Items such as special rocks, leaves, or objects that have some kind of 

educational significance are welcome. The item must fit into your child’s cubby! Toys are 

inappropriate. Please keep them at home.   

 

Lunch Time:  In order to foster independence, lunches that the children are able to take 

out and put away by themselves are recommended. Lunches should be low in sugar and include 

something from each food group. Please be sure to provide spoons, forks, and paper plates, as 

needed, for your child’s lunch.  We will not provide these items.  Also, there will be a 

microwave available to warm lunches for 20–30 seconds. 

 

Snacks:  Parents are asked to provide a healthy snack for one week twice per year.  I will 

place a snack sign-up sheet on the bulletin outside the classroom the first week of school.  Please 

sign your name for the week that is most convenient for you this semester.   Guideline 

requirements for appropriate snacks have changed.  A letter explaining the requirements 

outlined by the Health Department will be provided at the beginning of the school year. 

  

 MPA is an allergy aware school. We request that families refrain from sending any nut 

products in lunches, snacks, and other foods.  As the school is allergy aware, we ask parent 

cooperation in being nut free due to severe and life threating nut allergies.   

 

Medication: Please do not place any kind of medication, vitamins, or cough drops in 

your child’s lunch box. Any medication should be taken to the office, where it will be 

administered to your child after required forms are completed. 

 

Classroom Visits: You will be very welcome to make arrangements with me to visit the 

classroom. I would appreciate your visiting after the first seven weeks of school, so that all the 

children will have had time to settle in to their new surroundings. 

 

Allergies: If your child has any food or other significant allergies, please write a note to 

let us know. 

 

Shoes:  Sensible shoes with closed toes are recommended, to avoid problems with 

tripping and stubbed toes.  Please also consider that your child will be out running on the 

playground every day and climbing on equipment.  Your child will only be allowed to play on 

the playground equipment with shoes that we determine are safe for climbing such as 

tennis shoes.  

 

Specials: Kindergartners have “Specials” on Friday that includes Art, PE, and 

Music class! Tennis shoes are required on Friday in order for your child to participate in 

PE class. Your child will also go to Library every other Wednesday to check out a book.   
 

 

 



 

Slippers:  Your child may keep a pair of rubber soled slippers at school to wear in the 

classroom.  The rubber soles are necessary in case of a fire drill.  This will insure that your 

child’s feet stay warm and dry in any kind of weather.  Slippers are especially helpful in the 

winter as snow boots are not allowed to be worn in the classroom. 

 

 Change of Clothes: Please send a change of clothes in a plastic bag with your child’s 

name on it. We will store them for your child. Spills and “accidents” can and do occur. 

 

 T-Shirts: T-Shirts with scary logos on them can be frightening to some of the children.  

We ask that you not let your child wear a scary T-shirt to school. We also ask that children do 

not wear costumes or jewelry to class.  This really distracts all the students. 

 

How Can I Help? There will be opportunities to help out in the classroom or at home. If 

you would like to volunteer (and earn volunteer hours) please let me know. Possibilities exist in 

the areas of: 

 

• Skills to share - If you would like to talk to the children about your profession, skill or 

interest, I would love to hear from you. 

• Culture - The children enjoy hearing about different cultures. 

. Laundry - Taking lightly soiled classroom laundry home each Friday and returning it on the 

following Monday. 

 

  I hope that the above information is helpful.  However, please do not hesitate to ask 

questions.  You may call me at school and I would be happy to discuss any concerns you 

may have.  Also, please do not ask Debbie about your child’s progress, but rather talk 

directly to me. The school phone number is 303-972-2627 ext. 214. 

 

                                                                             Thank You, 

                       Janice Sloan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


