
July 2017 

 

Dear families, 

 

Ms. Jen and I wish you a warm welcome to the 2017-2018 school year!  

We are so excited to begin another school year guiding your children’s 

learning in order to fulfill their dreams and potential!  

 

I am a Colorado and Montessori certified teacher who has taught since 

1993.  This will be my seventh year lead teaching lower elementary at 

M.P.A.  Ms. Jen has been our assistant teacher for 3 years.  She is skilled at 

guiding children in their academic and social/emotional pursuits and is a 

huge asset to our class. 

 

I am the mother of two former MPA students, and I am proof that MPA 

does an excellent job of preparing students to succeed after elementary 

school.  Both my children are thriving! 

 

I graduated with a B.A. from Colorado College where I majored in English 

and minored in Spanish.   I hold a master’s degree in 

Communication/Psychology that I obtained at the University of 

Connecticut, as well as my teaching degree from D.U.  I am highly 

qualified to teach elementary levels, as well as k-12 language arts and 

Spanish.  I love learning and never pass up an opportunity to further my 

knowledge, skill and techniques for helping children in their growth as 

responsible, capable learners.  I am passionate about literacy 

development, and the Montessori math, science and social studies 

curriculum that enable children to advance and study according to their 

motivation and abilities.  The individuated nature of this system particularly 

benefits children whose intellectual abilities are strong and who are 

internally motivated to learn.  Your child is so lucky to get to learn using 

the Montessori philosophy, methods, and materials.   

 

The Montessori method has proven its success for over 100 years.  

Important things to consider are that lower elementary is a three year 

class.  By the time children are advanced, 3rd year learners, they will have 

completed the Montessori lower elementary curriculum.  Over three years, 

you can expect your children to learn addition, subtraction, multiplication, 

division, fractions, elementary geometry and understanding of data.  You 

can expect them to learn reading fluency to 100 words per minute and 

comprehension of plot, characters, setting, problems and solutions.  They 

will learn to write short fictional stories as well as write and present 

informational non-fiction on topics appropriate to their age.  They will spell 

words appropriate for 3rd grade.  In living world science, they will study 



microscopic organisms, plants, invertebrates and vertebrates.  In earth 

science and social studies, they will study astronomy, earth science, 

cultures and geography.  There is much else included in our program—too 

much to detail here.  I encourage you to read What is Montessori 

Elementary? By David Kahn as a place to begin, and also to attend our 

Montessori parent education nights, so you will fully understand the 

commitment you are making regarding your children’s education, and 

what you can expect from M.P.A. 

 

The Montessori program is a rigorous curriculum requiring your child to be 

an active, engaged participant in learning.  In turn, it fosters and develops 

children into life-long learners, capable of independently solving their life 

issues responsibly. 

 

I am spending this summer with family, preparing lessons for the fall, and 

will be out of town a good deal.  I will return on August 14th and will come 

back excited to share a renewed enthusiasm with your children. 

 

I look forward to getting to know your child and you during this next 

school year.   Please enjoy the rest of your summer! Read together, play 

together, and explore nature together.   I look forward to seeing you in 

August for the start of a yearlong adventure in learning!  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jacquie Cartwright (jcartwri@jeffco.k12.co.us) 

With Jen Cameron 
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