
Dear Parents and Students, 

The start of the 2017-2018 school year is quickly approaching!   We are all off to a 

fresh start as we get to see our friends again and welcome new friends!  I am so excited to 

begin a new school year together!     

Since I will be working with your kids on a daily basis, I want to let you know a little bit 

about myself.  I, too, am a Montessori parent!  My husband, James, and I were blessed to find 

MPA after moving to Colorado 12 years ago.  My oldest daughter, Paige, spent 7 years at 

MPA .  After graduating from MPA, she moved to Compass Montessori-Golden and will 

be a senior in the high school.    My youngest daughter, Anna Grace, graduated from MPA 

two years ago and is a  9th year in the farm school at Compass.   She started at MPA when 

she was 3.               

Our family loves our beautiful mountains.  We love to ski and snowboard, camp, bike, 

hike, and work outside in our huge vegetable and flower gardens!  (Basically, we love to be 

outside……do you see why we moved to Colorado?)  Four and a half years ago, we adopted a 

very goofy, fun-loving,   yellow lab named Ryley…..boy does he keep us on our toes!  Did I 

mention he is obsessed with balls, fetching, and swimming?   

Karen will be taking a teaching position with Littleton Public Schools this next year.  

Karen and I have worked together so beautifully for so long and I will miss her so very much!  

She has been an amazing friend, an outstanding teacher, a peaceful role model, and a kind 

support.  It is so difficult for me to say goodbye to someone I have been working with for the 

past 9 years!   

I would like to welcome Melissa Brenkert as my new teammate in our room.  Melissa 

has been volunteering in our room in many capacities for the past two years.  She has been 

running guided reading groups, educating the kids on our class pets, and managing children 

during the work cycle. For the past two years, she has organized and guided the kids in 

brainstorming, writing, and editing the stories for the published books.       

I know it is a big change for all of us, but I know Karen has paved a smooth road for 

Melissa.  Karen will never be replaced, but Melissa's respectful demeanor and great work 

ethic will allow our peaceful classroom to remain strong. 

I believe school and home are a strong partnership, and I  am honored to become a 

part of the new families’ lives and will continue to build relationships with our returning families.  

I love our school community, our staff, and our administration.  MPA is home to me!  

Please take a look at your student’s supply request.  Please make sure that your child 

comes to school on the first day with all of the materials needed.    I hope you are enjoying 

every moment of your summer, and I look forward to seeing you soon!   

        Peace, 

Darcy  


