
 

April 14, 2017 

No School: No school on Friday, April 28 

Ballot for Board of Director: Today in your Friday Folder you will see an envelope with a 

voting sheet and bio’s of the people who are running for the board. Please fill in the ballots 

and return to Veronica or place it in your child’s Friday folder. We need the ballot no later 

than Thursday, April 27th and are hoping for 100% participation. It only takes a minute and 

we must have a quorum of votes in order for it to be official. 

Turn Off Your Engines: Did you know that MPA students led a program to reduce vehicle 

idling during afternoon car line last year?  The program was a HUGE success!  By the end 

of the school year, we had 85% fewer vehicles running their engines (idling) during 

afternoon carline and total vehicle emissions in our school zone decreased by a whopping 

87%!  This effort eliminated the carbon monoxide equivalent of 6,639 PACKS of 

cigarettes from the air our kids breathe.  

 
According to the American Lung Association in Colorado, vehicle idle reduction efforts are 

particularly important in school zones due to the impacts of exhaust on children’s lungs, 

which continue to develop until the age of 18. Exposure to excess exhaust and smoke can 

stunt lung growth and contribute to many lung disorders, including asthma. Children are 

more at risk because of their faster rates of respiration and the amount of time they 

spend playing outdoors.  

 
Thank you for your cooperation in turning off your engines while parked in our parking 

spaces and while waiting in car line for 30 seconds or longer.  Please remind everyone who 

picks up your children of our idle free policy.  You are contributing to improved air quality 

for our entire community.  Thank you! 
 

Speed and Agility Summer Courses: See attached flyers if you are interested in signing 

your child up for a speed or agility class. These are great for children in sports and for 

kids who just need to move.  

6th grade in Middle School: Ron Mitchell spoke to parents this week about their concerns 

regarding the districts choice to have 6th graders move to the middle school. Summit Ridge 

and Ken Caryl will not be following that model this year and possibly not for the next few 

years. A couple reasons for these decisions were that the schools would have to house the 



6th graders in temp buildings and the parents did not like that idea, and the current middle 

school teachers do not have their qualifications to teach elementary age, 6th grade 

students.  

6th Grade at MPA: At Montessori Peaks Academy we are in favor of the 4th-6thgrade 

model for several reasons. One, 6th graders are going through puberty which can be a very 

awkward time for children and we feel that MPA gives them a safe and nurturing 

environment to become comfortable and used to their changing bodies and hormonal 

fluctuations. Two, our 6th grade year is the culminating year for the Montessori process. 

Children are given the opportunity to be leaders, to foster their independence, and build 

their confidence. Finally, there is a vast difference between a 6th and 8th graders. Their 

6th grade year at MPA allows them to be in a small classroom where they will certainly have 

attention and opportunities for success. They are given a chance to perfect their good 

work habits and self-confidence so that when they do go to a middle school where they are 

one of over 150 students in a teacher’s day, they can advocate for themselves and get 

what they need to succeed.  

 

Join MPA At The March For Science: Next Saturday, April 22nd, at Civic Center Park. 

Mr. Todd and several students will be representing our school by participating in a Science 

Teach-in during the March for Science - Denver. This is a nation-wide celebration 

coinciding with Earth Day. Scientists, engineers, and educators from around Colorado will 

be participating in the local event.MPA will have a booth at which we will be demonstrating 

elementary science and engineering concepts and allowing passers-by to perform 

demonstrations and experiments for themselves. In other words, we will be providing 

people with a Montessori-like learning experience to help them appreciate science. The 

Teach-in is from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Student volunteers, with help from a teacher, will 

demonstrate science and engineering experiments and challenges.  

This is a great opportunity to let the city see what we do at MPA. It's also a fabulous way 

to give our students a chance to flourish in the community.  

 

Spring Green Garage Sale at MPA: Will be held Saturday, April 22, 8 am – 2 pm and 

Sunday, April 23, 9 am -1 1 am admission is $1.00.  Need volunteer hours? We can always 

use the help. Please email Elizabeth Lewis at Elizabeth.lewis@jeffco.k12.co.us if you would 

like to volunteer.  
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