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Message from the Board of Directors 

The Colorado election this year has some important implications for education. As members of a charter school, it’s important 

that we make ourselves aware of the issues facing our school at both the local and national level. This article is intended to 

provide awareness of the current ballot and highlight some resources for additional analysis.  This article in no way is an 

endorsement by the Board of Directors of any given candidate or ballot issue.  It is provided only as encouragement for our 

parent and staff community to continue examination of these important issues.  

Colorado will be voting on the governor’s office, enough candidates to swing the legislative control, and two State Board of 

Education members.  The seats for which we as charter school parents, residing in one or more of these districts, have direct 

voting input are: 

Governor: 

 Gov. John Hickenloooper (D) and Bob Beauprez (R) 

Legislature: 

 Senate District 19 – Arvada, Westminster 

  Sen. Rachel Zensinger (D) and Laura Woods (R) 

 Senate District 22 – Central Jeffco (Lakewood, Ken Caryl) 

  Sen. Andy Kerr (D) and Tony Sanchez (R) 

 House District 22 – Columbine, Ken Caryl 

  Rep. Justin Everett (R) and Mary Parker (D) 

 House District 28 – eastern & southern Lakewood 

  Rep. Brittany Pettersen (D) and Stacia Kuhn (R) 

State Board of Education: 

 District 7 – Golden, Lakewood, Arvada, and Westminster 

  Member Jane Goff (D) and Laura Boggs (R)  

Statewide ballot measures: 

 Amendment 68 – allows the creation of a casino in Arapahoe County with some funds earmarked for per-pupil grants to 

schools 

 Proposition 104 – requires collective bargaining sessions between school district and employee unions to be held in 

public 

Chalkbeat Colorado has two very educational, unbiased articles about the upcoming elections. Search the article titles below to 

find them on the Web:  

 Testing Issue Follows Candidates on Campaign Trail 

 An Education Voter’s Guide to the 2014 Election 

One of the biggest issues facing Colorado right now is testing.  The governor, our legislature, and the State Board of Education 

all play crucial roles in which tests Colorado administers.   

At the heart of this issue are the Common Core State Standards (CCSS), which Gov. Hickenlooper and the State Board of 

Education adopted for Colorado in 2010, and the PARCC (Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers) 

tests, which are intended to measure students against those standards.  The two documents below are the manifesto documents 

for support and opposition of CCSS. 

 A Call for Common Content at www.aft.org 

 Closing the Door on Innovation at www.edweek.org 

Colorado will begin PARCC testing in 2015. This computer-based, standards-based test is currently undergoing heavy scrutiny 

and there’s a lot of discussion across the state about its effectiveness and disruption in the classrooms.   
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