
 

 

January 13, 2017 

NO SCHOOL MONDAY, JANUARY 16, 2017  

MART IN LUTHER KING DAY 

Mad Hatter:  Please join us for the Mad Hatter MPA Social Saturday, January 28th 

in the gymnasium from 2-4 Lower El, donations only. 5-8 Upper El, $5. There will be music, 

dancing, crafts, games, food, and entertainment for all! 

From the Clinic: Please remember the rules! You may not send your child to school 

if they have vomited or had diarrhea in the last 24 hours. It must be 24 hours 

since the LAST episode. 

 If your child has been prescribed antibiotics, they must be ON THEM for 

24 hours before returning to school.  
 

If your child has a fever of 100.5 or greater, they will be sent home. They must be fever-free 

for 24 hours before return.  

6th Grade Parents!: Time is quickly running out to get your baby picture in the 

yearbook! Send your picture to Christine.Hain@jeffco.k12.co.us today!!!   
 

You may also bring a hard copy to the clinic. We will keep those copies safe until the yearbook goes 

to press.  

Hot Lunch Menus and money are due January 20th. 



Skate City Fundraiser on January 27th from 4-6pm.  
January Peak article: 
All of us at M.P.A., parents and teachers alike, want children to do well in school as well as in life.  How 
can we influence our kids’ success?  In What Kids Need to Succeed, authors Peter Benson, Ph.D. et al, 
talk about their study of 100,000 students, followed over time into adulthood where their life success 
was measured by looking at their happiness, relationship and job success, and other valuable factors.  
The authors found 40 assets that contributed to students’ success.  Environmental assets included family 
support and positive communication, a caring school, neighborhood and community, opportunities for 
spiritual growth and service to others, and healthy boundaries and role models.  Of the internal assets, 
the number one predictor for success was found to be motivation to achieve in school. 

Why are some kids motivated by school while others aren’t?  This puzzles educators and frustrates 
parents of non-motivated kids.  We at M.P.A. strive daily to create lessons and materials that call to your 
children to explore them.  We care about your children and are constantly cheerleading their success 
and guiding their struggles.  Parents can assist in motivating their kids to achieve in school in several 
ways.  First, encourage your children to be as independent as possible.  Maria Montessori states that 
adults should NEVER do for a child what he or she can do.  As the mother of two college aged 
individuals, I believe that the best thing I did as a parent was to observe my children and help them open 
doors they were already walking toward.  I didn’t force piano lessons or sports, but if they expressed 
interest, I accommodated.  I always let them experience the consequences of their actions and 
whenever possible did not rescue them.  I let them do their own homework and projects, while 
providing them the materials they needed and a quiet place and time to do homework nightly.  I made 
sure they knew their grades were their responsibility and that they were responsible for discussing 
issues with their teachers.  I seldomly checked their grades, because the unspoken message of doing 
that is that I did not trust them to be responsible enough to take care of their own problems.  That leads 
to my second point of advice. 

Be aware of the messages you are really communicating to your children.  “Honey, let me help you with 
your coat” may mean to a child, “Let me do that for you.  You are too little.”  Your three year old may be 
too little.  But if your three year old is motivated to learn to zip her jacket, encourage her trying.  
Likewise, if your child hears you say, “Let me correct the spelling on your tri-fold board and buy you 
ready made poster letters for it,” the hidden message to the child is, “this isn’t good enough when I do it 
by myself.  I need help.  Why should I try?”  When at all possible, let your children experience the joys of 
their own success and learn from their mistakes. 

Finally, please expect your children to finish what they start and model follow through and responsibility 
for them.  Expect them to pick up their toys.  If they got them out, they can put them away.  Expect 
them to do household chores and to offer service in their neighborhood and their community.  Expect 
them to do well in school and work through problems they may be having with teachers, lessons and 
peers.  This includes staying with your child’s class through its three-year cycle.  Your message in doing 
these things is, “You are capable.  I trust you to solve whatever problem life throws your way.”  This 
message grants children a sense of pride, belonging and competence.  Every time you expect follow-
through, you encourage resilience through problems and you increase motivation to succeed.  Good 
luck on this difficult journey of parenting.  We at M.P.A. are here to support you and your children in 
every way we can. 

~Ms. Jacquie 


