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WHAT’S AN INSERVICE DAY?

Some parents have asked about staff inservice days and what we do
on them. The short answer is—they are training days for school staff.

The long answer is that we need time without students in school to
update and train our school staff. Some trainings center on assessment
and testing techniques required by the District, while other trainings
allow staff to learn about new and useful information to assist them in
dealing with the needs of their students. We also need time to discuss
issues, plan for future events, and talk about the improvements we
want to create at the school.

The September 26th inservice day was devoted to working with Kim
Bevill, educator and presenter extraordinaire, who kept the staff active
learning about movement and learning. The staff LOVED working with
Kim, and has incorporated many of her techniques and strategies
already. Kim’s inservice ideas have been well-received by our staff and
added to our skills and knowledge. 

WILL IT REALLY SNOW?

Yes, snow will be in our future this year, even though we have had such
balmy days so far. MPA follows the Jeffco School District when deter-
mining whether the school will close for bad weather. You will be noti-
fied in the evening or early morning by phone, text, or email by the
Jeffco communication system, School Messenger. We will also post the
announcement on the major television stations. 

You determine how you get information from Jeffco. You can set up
your JeffcoConnect account to send notifications. The district will place
information on its hotline at 303-982-6600, on its website at www.jeff-
copublicschools.org/closures, and on Facebook and Twitter. The local
news channels are also alerted so they may broadcast school closures. 

On snowy days that Jeffco does not close, please remember to dress
your children for winter with boots and warm clothing since we like to
take kids outside most days.

NEWS FROM THE SERVERY

Here is some clarifying information for parents who order hot lunches or
snacks:
- All snack bags must include white milk. Juice is often part of the

meal, but cannot be substituted for milk. White milk is the only option
in snack bags—no chocolate.

- For lunches, parents may choose milk or juice only. Students general-
ly receive chocolate milk on Mondays. On other days, white milk is
the only option.
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FALL PICTURE DAY SCHEDULE

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16:
Dianne Lester 8:30-8:45
Shari Buehrer 8:45-9:00
Janice Sloan 9:00-9:15
Jill Daniels 9:15-9:30
Pam Moody 9:30-9:45
Gwen Alexander 9:45-10:00
Beth Anderson 10:00-10:15
Tanya Muftic-Streicher 10:15-10:30
Randy Shetley 10:30-10:45
Jenny Immel 10:45-11:00
Shannon DeSpirlet 11:00-11:15
Todd Lederman 11:15-11:30
Afternoon Kindergarten 12:00-12:30

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17:
Darcy Darby 8:30-8:45
Judy Faulder 8:45-9:00
Marian Shetley 9:00-9:15
Jacquie Cartwright 9:15-9:30
Dave Weaver 9:30-9:45
Jana Betlach (Homeschool) 9:45-10:00
Jennifer Parker 10:00-10:15
Angie Mackey (Homeschool) 10:15-10:30

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THIS YEAR’S
VOLUNTEER BREAKFAST!

November 7th is the date for this year’s Volunteer
Appreciation Breakfast. We will be celebrating parents
who completed their volunteer hours for the last school
year. We plan to serve teacher-made breakfast goodies
and be entertained by our MPA students and Ms. Mary.
Watch the Peek for further info.

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION ARE DUE!

Please turn in your boxtops before October 24th. MPA
will be sending in the first round of Box Tops for reim-
bursement. They are due at the Box Tops for Education
Office before October 31st. So please bring in any Box
Tops you have collected and place them in the drop box
in the lobby. And thanks to our wonderful parent volunteer
who sorts the Box Tops and gets them ready for mailing.

DID YOU KNOW…You can help support
Montessori Peaks when you shop at Target!

Target has the “Red Card” that acts just like your debit
card by applying the purchase to your checking account.
There is no annual fee for this card and you get 5% off
your purchase every time you use it. 

Once you have your card, go to www.target.com to link
the card to our school – MPA receives 1% of every pur-
chase you make! So if you shop at Target get the Red
Card and help your school earn more cash.
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MPA PTA MEMBERSHIP 
IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO JOIN!

Help MPA PTA continue to bring fun and diverse pro-
grams to our community: Parent Education Nights,
Trunk-or-Treat, Author’s Festival, and the Sock Hop (to
name a few).

Cost: $12 single/$20 dual

Purchase at MPA: Membership envelopes are available
outside of the school office and may be returned at the
office or via Friday folder. (To purchase a membership
without an official envelope: place money in any enve-
lope; include your name, address, phone and email; and
write “PTA Membership” on the envelope.)

To purchase online: Buy a membership online at
www.mpeaks.my-pta.org. (Under “About the PTA” click
on “Join”.)

Questions? Please email membership@mpeakspta.org.

VOLUNTEER AT MPA 
THROUGH THE NEW PTA WEBSITE!

Make sure to create your account at www.mpeaks.my-
pta.org, click on “Member” and then “My Groups” to
volunteer at MPA and record your volunteer hours.  

After you choose activities for which you are interested
in volunteering, the program coordinators will contact
you as the event/program date approaches.  

CALLING ALL ARTISTS
AND CRAFTERS!

Montessori Peaks Academy is excited to announce the
3rd Annual MPA Craft Fair to be held on Saturday,
December 6th, 2014.

Art, Accessories, Bags, Candles, Clothing, Crocheting,
Embroidery, Felting, Floral, Furniture, Glass, Hats,
Jewelry, Knitting, Metal Work, Needlecraft, Ornaments,
Paintings, Paper Goods, Pet Treats, Pottery, Quilting,
Soaps, Tapestry, Weaving, Yarn 

We are looking for vendors who make unique, quality,
handcrafted products. Do you make any of these crafts?
Or something else that is handmade?

For more information, contact Carola Hiltawsky at
mpacraftfair@gmail.com or 720-244-5633.

REMINDER: NO PARKING IN THE FIRE
LANE, UNLESS YOU ARE STAYING IN
YOUR CAR.

MPA School Calendar Posted on Website

The latest and greatest school calendar (dated 10/2/14)
– now with updated and more accurate information – is
posted on the school website. You can also get a copy
on the shelves in front of the office window. 

6TH GRADERS AND PARENTS
MOVING UP TO MIDDLE SCHOOL

Thursday, October 16, 2014 at
6:30pm in the MPA Gym

Come and hear about the middle
school options available to 
MPA students!

ORIGINAL WORKS ART FUNDRAISER
COMING SOON!

Back by popular demand! Students K-6th will be creat-
ing artwork in class to bring home toward the end of
October along with brochures and information on how
to order products with the art printed on them. These
are great for personal use and/or gifts! Products will be
delivered to school in time for holiday gift-giving. Orders
will be due Monday, November 3. 

Younger and older siblings not attending art class can
also participate. Talk to Andrea or Michele for details:
arollins@jeffco.k12.co.us or mhardest@jeffco.k12.co.us,
or stop by the art room before or after school.

Examples of the products have been on display in the
case outside the art room. This display will be coming
down in order to showcase some sculptures that stu-
dents have created this year. Stop by the art room if you
want to see examples of products in person. 

Free stickers displaying your child's artwork will be
included with every order even if you choose not to pur-
chase anything else. All money raised will go to the art
program to purchase art resources and supplies for the
year.

DAISY TROOP AT MPA

Girl Scouting builds girls of courage, confidence, and
character, who make the world a better place! Amber
Clark is looking for interested Kindergarten girls and
some parent volunteers to start a Daisy troop at MPA. If
that’s you, contact Amber at untabo@comcast.net or
303-408-2713.

NOVEMBER
PARENT EDUCATION NIGHT

Thursday, November 6th
6:30 to 8:00 PM, MPA Art Room

“Setting Your Child Up to Thrive”

Presented by Heather Seashore:
Nutritional pharmacist & MPA Parent
BS, Public Health and Nutrition, Kansas State University
Doctorate of Pharmacy, University of Colorado Health
Science Center

Heather is a nutritional pharmacist from Littleton,
Colorado. After 9 years of working in a hospital, she left
her clinical practice to specialize in using nutritional sup-
plements instead of relying on toxic pharmaceutical
drugs to manage diseases. She looks at the human
body as a healing and regenerating system, designed to
heal and renew itself on a moment to moment basis.
But it needs the raw materials to do its work – the raw
materials we call nutrition and nutritional supplementa-
tion. This is an opportunity to learn more about manag-
ing your child’s health through nutrition and nutritional
supplementation.

BABYSITTING IS AVAILABLE
Babysitting provided in the gym with crafts and games.
Please e-mail Sarah Shulda at shuldas@gmail.com if you
are interested in pizza and vegetables for your child and
yourself. Donation suggested.

Hosted by MPA PTA Education Team
Encouraging and promoting parent & student education
at MPA through Education Nights.

TRUNK-OR-TREAT! 

Where: MPA Parking Lot
When:  Saturday, October 18, 2014
Time:   12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Once again the MPA PTA is hosting Trunk-or-Treat! We
encourage all MPA families to enjoy the decorated
trunks, games, costumes, music, and (hopefully) good
weather!

We are still looking for additional decorated trunks,
donated baked goods, and volunteers to hand out
candy, treats and other items. If interested, please con-
tact Trunk-or-Treat coordinator Shiloh Sword at 
303-885-8108 or shiloh.sword@gmail.com. 
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