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THE SEASON OF THANKS
The season of celebration and gratitude is upon us now and it is impor-
tant to our children to help them realize how fortunate we are. Here is a
list that may help you start:

• Our family. Although our family members can, at times, be quirky
or difficult, we can overall be thankful for having family.  

• Our friends.  Some say that they make up for who we were given as
family. We get to pick our friends as grown-ups. As parents, howev-
er, we can’t pick our children’s friends, much to our frustration. We
can only hope and trust that our kids will be wise in their choice of
friends.

• Our country. Although we may not always agree with the decisions
of the leadership or the style of our leadership, we have to be grate-
ful for the freedoms and benefits of living in the USA.

• Our health. We just need a nasty bout of flu to realize how much
being healthy means to us and our children. Being healthy doesn’t
just happen. It is the result of good habits and vigilance. As we enter
the winter season, remember to take care of yourselves so that you
stay healthy.

• Our school. We should all feel grateful that we are part of the MPA
community. Having a Montessori school as a part of the Jefferson
County School means that we can afford to educate our children
using the Montessori model of education. How lucky that we are
part of a school which includes the whole child and family in its edu-
cational philosophy!

• Our children. We all appreciate the energy and enthusiasm our
children bring to our lives. They approach life with a joy and idealism
that is infectious. Our children remind us of what is important in life
and the unlimited possibility of the future.

As we enter the season of thanks, we hope that you will take time to
reflect on the many gifts that you and your family enjoy.

SWEET TOMATOES FUNDRAISER HELPS 6TH GRADE TRIP
Please join us for a fundraiser evening on Wednesday November 19th
at Sweet Tomatoes between 5:00pm and
8:00pm for dinner with other MPA families. All proceeds will go to help
offset the cost of the 6th grade trip. Sweet Tomatoes is located at 7736
West Log Drive in Littleton. Flyers will go home in the November 14th
Friday folder, you need to have the flyer at the restaurant when you pay
for your meals. We will have extras in the office if you need more.

Thanks for your support. The MPA Admin
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HOLIDAY SEASON FAST APPROACHING!

• Volunteering at MPA
• Art Shows
• Staff Appreciation Brunch4
• Reading at Home
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• Skate City Party5
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FROM THE MPA BOARD
Happy autumn! As we come into the beginning of
November, our beloved school is humming with learning
and enthusiasm. This is a wonderful time of year to con-
sider how we can, and do, impact our wider community. 

As many of us have become acutely aware over this past
year, there are a lot of misconceptions about charter
schools in the community. What can we do to clear the
air and better the understanding of the role of charters? 

One great answer is to involve ourselves in community
outreach. At the September board meeting, Karen Harper
expressed interest in partnering with a Head Start pro-
gram to help them with their garden and possibly start a
shared literacy program. The idea was also suggested to
invite the neighborhood school to join our Lego after-
school club. And yet another idea for developing pen pal
relationships was pondered as well. 

We realize that the health of the community impacts the
health of our school and vice versa. Developing relation-
ships by actively seeking ways to be a positive influence
in the community is a winning endeavor for all involved
and allows the opportunity for mutual respect and friend-
ship to grow. 

Further ideas for outreach are welcome and encouraged.
Consider coming to a board meeting and sharing your
thoughts or emailing a board member. You can find all
board member emails on the website in the board of
directors section. Meetings are held at 6:30pm in the art
room on the third Tuesday of every month. The communi-
ty comments sign-up sheet is located on the bulletin
board just inside the main entrance of the school. We
hope to see you there!

8TH ANNUAL WRITER’S WORKSHOP
The Literacy Committee is excited to announce the 8th
Annual Writers Workshop. The Writer’s Workshop is an
after-school program in which students will write, edit,
illustrate, and publish their very own hardbound book. The
workshop is designed for the enthusiastic writers in 3rd
grade and above who love to write and want to take it to
the next level.  

The workshop will run for eight Thursdays from 3:15 to
4:30pm beginning January 8th and continuing through
February 26th. Students are expected to attend all ses-
sions and may need to complete some writing at home.  

We are limited to 20 participants and sign up is on a first-
come first-serve basis. When the 20 spaces are full, we
will stop taking applicants. A fee of $20 covers the cost of
materials and the publishing of the book. 

Applications for Writer’s Workshop will be sent home in
the December 5th Friday Folders and need to be returned
the week of December 8-12.

REMINDER: NO PARKING IN THE FIRE
LANE, UNLESS YOU ARE STAYING IN

YOUR CAR.2 5

READING AT HOME
Reading Aloud: Did you know that the single most
important activity for building the knowledge required for
eventual success in reading is reading aloud to children?
This information is based on research done by the
Commission on Reading, funded by the U. S.
Department of Education. And this activity should begin
from the time the child is an infant.

Words are the primary structure for learning. There are
really only two efficient ways to get words into a per-
son’s brain: either by seeing them or by hearing them.
Since it will be years before an infant uses his or her
eyes for actual reading, the best source for vocabulary
and brain building becomes the ear. What we send into
that ear becomes the foundation helping the child make
sense of the words coming in through the eye later
when learning to read. 

We read to children for all the same reasons we talk with
children: to reassure, to entertain, to bond, to inform or
explain, to arouse curiosity, and to inspire. But in reading
aloud, we also:
•  build vocabulary
•  condition the child’s brain to associate reading with

pleasure
•  create background knowledge
•  provide a reading role model
•  plant the desire to read

Read to your child. Continue reading to your child
through all grades. It will be good for both of you, give
you cherished time together, and provide you things to
talk about! 

For more information, please see Ms. Heather’s website
at: https://sites.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/mpa-
library/home-1.

YOU ARE YOUR CHILD’S TECH ROLE MODEL
Being a parent is an awesome responsibility. Kids, in
particular, are strongly influenced by what they see and
experience. As the wise saying goes, “Children learn
what they live.”

Because we want efficient tools that help us manage
our lives, passively entertain us, and reduce stress after
a hard day’s work, it’s no wonder that tech devices have
taken center stage in our personal lives. No matter how
much we love our children, we have a hard time pulling
ourselves away from these electronics and being pres-
ent. In some families, each member is chin-deep in elec-
tronics from the minute they wake up until they are liter-
ally sleeping. Because it’s so common among all ages,
parents may grow complacent about setting a good
example for when to tune out tweets and plug in to peo-
ple.

[A few weeks ago, I was out for dinner with my family,
and I saw something which broke my heart. There in the
restaurant was what looked like a mother and daughter;
the daughter was about 11 years old. The daughter was
attempting conversation with her mom, but her mom

BOX TOPS RECORD EARNINGS
Our first round of “Box Tops” for the 2014-2015 school
year was sent in and we did a wonderful job. The school
will earn a total of $415.00. So keep bringing those box
tops to the school and watch your Friday Folders for
even more ways you can help MPA through the Box
Tops website. 

NOVEMBER INVOICES
You should have received your November invoice by
Friday, November 7th, either by e-mail or in your child’s
Friday folder. If you did not receive an invoice and are
signed up for November tuition based programs, please
see Donna in the office.

All invoices will be due by November 21st, before we
leave for Thanksgiving Break. The school does accept
postdated checks and will hold them until the date on
the check.

FREE/REDUCED LUNCH STUDENTS
This is a reminder that even if your child qualifies for the
Free/Reduced Lunch Program, you MUST turn in a Hot
Lunch Menu on time every month. Our food services
manager, Shannon Ennenga, cannot assume that you
want lunch and/or morning snack. Per district policy, we
have to accept your menu even if you turn it in late –
however it makes ordering very difficult for Shannon and
her counterparts at the district.

So please be respectful of our menu deadlines – we
have many students at MPA now and it takes a lot of
work to get everyone’s orders into the district correctly.
Thanks in advance for you cooperation in this matter.

PACK 84 CANDY DRIVE
MPA Cub Scout Pack 84 will continue to collect
Halloween candy to send to American armed services
members who are serving overseas until Friday,
November 9. A tub for your candy donations is in the
front foyer. 

MPA Cub Scout Pack 84 is always accepting new
members. Check out our blog at http://pack84.word-
press.com or contact Amy Doe-Torres at
amydoe@mac.com.

FLOWER GARDEN NEEDS YOU!
The flower garden out front of the parent parking lot is in
desperate need of some TLC. If you enjoy being outside
and, in particular, gardening, this would be the perfect
opportunity to get your volunteer hours. You can come
anytime and work on this area of the school. We need
help on both the inside and outside of the fence line.
Our goal is to get the garden free of weeds and ready
for winter by the end of November. 

Also, if you are interested in donating money to buy
mulch or landscape fabric for the garden, see Donna in
the office. 

If you have questions or need any further direction
please call or stop by to see Ms. Jill in the primary wing
(303-972-2627, ext. 216).

spent the entire meal texting with someone. She never
even gave her daughter eye-contact. Eventually, the
daughter gave up, pulled out her own phone, and start-
ed texting with someone. Lesson learned, I guess.]~hw

The bottom line is that responsible tech use reflects the
sentiment: “There’s a time and a place.” It’s all about
balance. Kids also need to practice their social skills so
they can be part of the next generation of intelligent,
spirited, engaged, and sociable people.  Grown-ups do,
too.

So, the next time you feel a compulsion to answer the
pull of one of your electronics, take a moment to think
about the consequences. Ask yourself:
•  Am I showing my child that I value our time together?
•  Am I demonstrating positive role modeling and social

etiquette with the choices I make about my tech use?
•  Am I teaching my child to care more about people

than things?

It’s certainly your right to provide the kind of examples
for your children you choose. Just remember that your
kids are watching, so the choices you make regarding
your use of technology will influence their choices, too.
Even more, their learned behavior will shape tomorrow’s
society.

~Excerpts taken from Dot.complicated by Carol
Archambeault
For complete article, please go to Ms. Heather’s website
at: https://sites.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/mpa-
library/home-1.

SKATE CITY PARTY: NOVEMBER 7TH, 4-6PM
***6TH-GRADE TRIP FUNDRAISER***
MPA’s next Skate City party is Friday, November 7th.
This year all the money raised from Skate City will go to
help offset the cost of the trip for each family of a 6th-
grade student. MPA receives$1.50 for every paid skater.

The party is from 4-6pm and is open to all MPA stu-
dents and their families, friends and neighbors. The cost
is $$4.50 per skater, plus $1.50 if you need skate
rentals. So come on out, get some great exercise, hang
with friends and have a good time! 

In addition, you can sign your children up for aftercare
that day and have them go on the Skate City bus – they
will be supervised by our aftercare staff until 6pm. Just
let Lori in our aftercare program know you would like for
your children to attend, and she will get you a field trip
form. (You don’t have to be registered for our aftercare
program to use this service on Skate City days.)
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DID YOU KNOW…YOU CAN HELP SUPPORT
MONTESSORI PEAKS WHEN YOU SHOP AT TARGET!
Target has the “Red Card” that acts just like your debit
card by applying the purchase to your checking account.
There is no annual fee for this card and you get 5% off
your purchase every time you use it. 

Once you have your card, go to www.target.com to link
the card to our school – MPA receives 1% of every pur-
chase you make! So if you shop at Target get the Red
Card and help your school earn more cash.

MPA SCHOOL CALENDAR POSTED ON WEBSITE
The latest and greatest school calendar (dated 10/2/14) –
now with updated and more accurate information – is
posted on the school website. You can also get a copy
on the shelves in front of the office window. 

DAISY TROOP AT MPA
Girl Scouting builds girls of courage, confidence, and
character, who make the world a better place! Amber
Clark is looking for interested Kindergarten girls and some
parent volunteers to start a Daisy troop at MPA. If that’s
you, contact Amber at untabo@comcast.net or 303-408-
2713.

Join us for our next PTA Meeting:
Tuesday, November 11th, 2014
6:30-7:30PM   MPA Art Room

PTA Meeting Location Change
Effective immediately, future PTA meetings will take place
in the Art Room. There will be no change in dates or
times; the meetings will remain scheduled for the second
Tuesday of each month at 6:30 pm. The first meeting this
new policy will affect is the November 11th meeting.
Hope to see you there!

MPA PTA MEMBERSHIP – It’s not too late to join!
Help MPA PTA continue to bring fun and diverse pro-
grams to our community: Parent Education Nights, Trunk-
or-Treat, Author’s Festival, and the Sock Hop (to name a
few).

Cost: $12 single/$20 dual
Purchase at MPA: Membership envelopes are available
outside of the school office and may be returned at the
office or via Friday folder. (To purchase a membership
without an official envelope: place money in any envelope;
include your name, address, phone and email; and write
“PTA Membership” on the envelope.)

To purchase online: Buy a membership online at
www.mpeaks.my-pta.org. (Under “About the PTA” click
on “Join”.)

Questions? Please email membership@mpeakspta.org.

Continuing Education Certificates Available for Parent
Ed Nights

MPA has agreed to issue certificates for continuing edu-
cation purposes to Parent Education Night attendees. In
order to prepare each certificate, Assistant Principal
Kathleen Rust will need: the name of the presentation; the

presenter’s name and title; and the date and time of the
presentation. Please provide this information to Kathleen
at least one week in advance of the seminar for which the
certificate will be provided. Kathleen will prepare the cer-
tificate to be signed by the presenter the evening of the
parent education night. 

In order to receive a copy of the certificate, be sure to
sign in on the attendance sheet at the Parent Education
night. A Parent Education Night coordinator will make
copies of the signed certificate, and you will receive your
copy of the signed certificate within a few days. Kathleen
will keep the original certificate in a folder with the atten-
dance sheet for her records.

If you have any questions, please contact Sarah Shulda
(shuldas@gmail.com) or Elena Davis
(elenadavislcsw@gmail.com), Parent Education Night co-
coordinators.

MPA BOOK FAIR
Hear ye!  Hear ye! This year’s book fair will be held in the
Library from December 2-6.  This year’s theme is “Sir
Readalot’s Castle:  Enter the Kingdom of Books.”  Special
events such as teacher preview, book talks, storytellers
and more will be announced in newsletters and on the
PTA website, www.mpeaks.my-pta.org.  

If your child is a budding artist, have him or her design a
family coat of arms for display with other Book Fair deco-
rations during the event.  Submissions may be turned in
to Heather or Cindy in the Library up until the start of the
fair.  

If you’d like to help out as a volunteer during the event,
please add your name to the book fair volunteer list on
the PTA website.  Thank you!

3RD ANNUAL MPA HANDMADE CRAFT FAIR &
BAKE SALE
Please come and join us for the 3rd Annual MPA
Handmade Craft Fair & Bake Sale on Saturday, December
6th, 2014. Doors will be open from 9am to 4pm.

You will find unique handmade gifts for everybody on your
Christmas shopping list, such as woodwork, greeting
cards, jewelry, doll clothing, knitted and crocheted hats
and scarves, home decor, candy and fudges, personal
care items, up-cycled goods and much more.

The Book Fair will be open as well, where you can find a
variety of books for all ages.
We still have a few open vendor spaces. If you or some-
body you know makes unique, quality, handmade goods
and would like to sell them at our fair please contact
Carola Hiltawsky at mpacraftfair@gmail.com
or 720 244 5633.

Do you like to bake? We will need donations of baked
goods for the bake sale. 100% of the proceeds from the
bake sale will go to MPA. You may contact Kristie Robles
at klhassinger@comcast.com to sign up to donate any
baked goods or drop them off at MPA on Friday,
December 5th.

TRUNK OR TREAT WAS A HUGE SUCCESS!
Thank you to all who decorated trunks. And a special
thanks to the Martinez family who helped put together
the music for the event as well as a big thank you to
Douglas Murphy who volunteered his time and equip-
ment to DJ. We had over 30 trunks, wonderful weather,
fun games, and great treats! A Big Thank You to All!

ABRACADABRA! SIM SALA BIM!
OPEN A BOOK TO THE MAGIC WITHIN
The school-wide reading challenge is November 1 -
January 9. All MPA students will put up a magic dot for
every book they read (upper el students may also track
each chapter if they wish), in hopes of achieving 5,000
dots by the end of the challenge. If they do, something
MAGICAL will happen. 

The challenge is co-coordinated by Andrea Love
(andrea@s-church.net, 720-341-8175) and Judy Faulder
(303-972-2627, jfaulder@jeffco.k12.co.us).

VOLUNTEERING AT MPA
Thank you to all of our wonderful volunteers that coordi-
nate and support insightful, beneficial, and fun programs
for us all to enjoy! We are still in eager need of a few
good folks to help out… 

Our New Art Program needs a few creative visionaries to
help out with arranging exhibits! This is an exciting pro-
gram that we have great expectations for! To volunteer,
contact Cary at volunteers@mpeakspta.org.

The MPA SpringFest carnival has new coordinators:
Lindsey Gallegos and Kerry Kimmerle. We are very excit-
ed to have these two individuals commit to continuing
this festival, which is MPA’s traditional rite of spring.
There are some exciting new changes being considered
for the program, which will be discussed at the
November PTA meeting. So join us if you are able! As
always, the PTA will keep its members informed of any
approved developments.

Make sure to create your account at www.mpeaks.my-
pta.org, click on “Member” and then “My Groups” to vol-
unteer at MPA and record your volunteer hours.  

After you choose activities for which you are interested in
volunteering, the program coordinators will contact you
as the event/program date approaches.  

BTW, tracking your volunteer hours does matter – the
school needs volunteer hour totals when applying for
grants!

1ST ANNUAL MPA ART SHOWS
Artwork is always on display throughout the hallways at
MPA and Artwork is rotated frequently through artists
that are interested in showing their work. But this year,
MPA will be hosting two more formal events for student
artists that wish to participate: the 1st Annual MPA Art
Shows! 

There will be an opening reception for each show where
the community can view the work after school, enjoy
some refreshments, and talk with the artists. One show
will be held in March for LE students and one in April for
UE students. (Kindergarteners will have something to
look forward to in elementary!) 

This is a voluntary show, and those artists that are inter-
ested will submit work to their art teacher during school.
The artwork must be made during school. Students may
not do art at home and submit it for the show. The art
teachers, Ms. Andrea and Ms. Michele, have instructed
students on guidelines that must be met in order to
have their work accepted.

Look for more information in the coming newsletters
about deadlines for submission and talk with your
child(ren) about whether or not they are interested in
participating in this event.

If you have more questions please contact Ms. Andrea
(arollins@jeffco.k12.co.us) or Ms. Michele (mhardest@jef-
fco.k12.co.us).

ANNUAL/STAFF APPRECIATION BRUNCH
Calling all volunteers!! We are looking for some help to
make the Teacher/Staff Appreciation Brunch an amazing
day to say thank you to all that help support our families
each and every day. The date will be Tuesday,
December 2nd.

If you like to bake, cook or can help with some store-
bought items, we would love to hear from you! Please
email Deanna Silva at deannasilva@msn.com if you are
willing to drop off an item for the brunch that morning. 

Using King Soopers Cards = Volunteer Hours!

Use your King Soopers cards to accumulate volunteer
hours!  On the registration page of the PTA website,
www.mpeaks.my-pta.org, there is a field where you can
register your card number and accumulate 1 hour for
every $200 loaded on the card. 

To register more than one card, or to purchase a new
card, please contact Patricia Saldarriaga at co-treasur-
er@mpeakspta.org.  
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