
Dear Montessori Peaks Academy School Community, 

On behalf of the MPA Board of Directors, it is my honor and pleasure to announce to you the 
Board’s unanimous selection of Ms. Shannon Aasheim to be the next Principal/Administrator of 
Montessori Peaks Academy.  This is an important and transformational moment in the history of 
the school, and we are truly thankful to have Shannon Aasheim to lead MPA effective June 1, 
2016.  The Board cannot thank Char Weaver enough for her many years of service and 
dedication to Montessori Peaks Academy.  We remain most grateful for the leadership and 
contributions made by Char to MPA throughout her career. 

We began this process by seeking input from the entire community; a Hiring Committee was 
formed, we provided a Visioning Process with the staff to help ensure they were able to be 
included in the process and that they felt that their opinions did matter in the process.  
Together, the Hiring Committee and Board of Directors sought a leader who had a history of 
bringing communities together, was a strong communicator, a strategic thinker and had a keen 
understanding and appreciation of what Montessori Peaks Academy has become.  The Board 
believes that Shannon will continue to build on the excellence of the Montessori education, the 
culture and community. 

During this hiring process, the Hiring Committee collected and utilized extensive input from all 
members of the community including current parents; admin, staff, and board members to 
come to its decision.  While both finalists were qualified for the position, the Board felt that 
Shannon’s extensive experience, background, and current dedication to the school as well as 
her innovative and strategic thinking along with her desire to continue to make MPA the best 
Montessori/Charter School it can be, made her the best fit for MPA. 

I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone who played a role in this process.  That 
includes the Hiring Committee, staff who participated in the Visioning Sessions, anyone who 
participated in the hiring questions and who took time out of their very busy schedules to 
participate in this process.  We could not have completed this journey without you. 

While Shannon has not officially taken the reins as the Principal, our transition will begin very 
soon.  Char Weaver will remain the main contact as principal; however, Shannon is working 
closely with her as the school year begins to wind down. 



We have persevered throughout this extensive, thorough, and sometimes exhausting process 
together. We have stayed true to our mission, and we are now thankful and excited to have
found an exceptional leader in Shannon Aasheim to take Montessori Peaks Academy into the
future. 

Appreciatively, 

Shiloh Sword 
President, MPA Board of Directors 
Hiring Committee Chairwoman 
Montessori Peaks Academy
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