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WELCOME TO THE SECOND SEMESTER

The first semester of the school year is complete and we now have an
opportunity to take stock of how the year is going. This can be an
opportunity to make resolutions to improve or fine tune ourselves and
our ways of doing things.  

Student attendance is very important in MPA and Jeffco. Please make
a resolution to have your child to school on time for the rest of the year.
Missed days and minutes can never be captured again. Teachers can
give your child a lesson, but cannot replicate the experience of teach-
ing the child in a group with other peers. Several classes use the first
hour of the school day for children to do silent reading and often listen
to children read or work on interventions during that time. This time is
critical for children to have feedback on how they are doing and for
teachers to check on the development of skills. Please—school starts
at 8:00!

The school has several ways of gathering information from the many
constituents. Parents will get a chance to give input through the online
MPA Parent Survey which will be available in February. The
Accountability Committee will be making updates and changes to the
questions asked. The surveys provide feedback to the Accountability
Committee and the Board of Directors.

Our teachers are surveyed later in the spring so that they can give their
opinions and ideas to administration and the Board.

First semester report cards are coming home on Friday, January 23rd
for students in the kindergarten through 6th grade. This is a formal
statement of student progress and evaluation of behavior and work
habits. Parents should sit down with their children and discuss the
reports. This can be an opportunity for your child to receive feedback
and to find ways to improve learning. If you have questions about these
reports, please call your child’s classroom teacher for a conference.
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REMINDER TO 6TH-GRADE STUDENTS AND PARENTS

For 7th-grade enrollment for next
year, make sure you have either:
-  called your attendance area
Middle School this month; OR
-  submitted a Jefferson County

Choice Enrollment form by
January 30th.

ALREADY PLANNING FOR NEXT YEAR

All families should have received a sheet asking about
plans for the 2015-2016 school year and whether their
children will be returning to MPA. We send this form to
families each year to determine openings for the following
year. 

New families are in the process of applying to the school,
and their children’s names will be in the school’s admis-
sion lottery, held at the beginning of February. Parents
who wish to enroll siblings in the school must fill out an
application to let us know their intention. (See Veronica for
these forms.) Siblings have preference in the lottery, but
are not guaranteed admission. If you have questions,
please see Char Weaver. 

SKATE CITY PARTY

Don’t forget the next SKATE CITY party for Montessori
Peaks is Friday, January 30th from 4:00pm to 6:00pm.
The cost is $4.50 per skater and an additional $1.50 if
you need skate rentals. Elementary children signed up for
aftercare that day are also able to attend via Skate City’s
private bus. 

This event is a fundraiser for the 6th-Grade Trip this year
with the school receiving $1.50 for every paid skater. So
come on out, have some fun with your kids and get some
great exercise!

SKATE CITY BUS – ANYONE CAN RIDE

Would you like your children to be able to go straight from
school to the next Skate City party on January 30th?
Would you like for them to catch a ride on the Skate City
bus with supervision from MPA’s aftercare staff so you
wouldn’t have to pick them up until 6:00pm from Skate
City? Well now they can!
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JR. FLL OPENING

We have one slot open on the Girl's Lego Team for girls
ages 6-9. This team will meet on Thursdays at 3:30
beginning January 15, 2015.  Please contact Pam
Koshio at koshpd@yahoo.com if you are interested in
signing up.

SCHOOL NOTIFICATION WHEN YOUR CHILD IS

SICK/ABSENT

When your child is sick or absent, the office always
needs a phone call before school starts. If your child
tests positively for any "major" illness such as influenza
(with an actual lab test), strep, etc., please notify the
MPA office. When necessary, MPA will follow school and
district procedures for informing the community about ill-
nesses.

We realize that parents want their friends' children to be
safe and know what their children have been exposed
to. But please realize that mass emails, phone calls, etc.
can cause undue panic in the school, may end up con-
taining erroneous information, and in some cases, are
against Jeffco Protocols. Please allow any "mass" com-
munications regarding illness to come from the MPA
office and or Jeffco Public Health. Thank you. 

YEARBOOK ORDER FORMS COMING SOON!

Welcome back MPA families! The new year is off to a
fast start and it's time to order yearbooks. Yearbook
order forms will be going home in Friday Folders on
January 16th. Place your orders early so you don't have
to worry about it later!

NEWS FROM THE BOARD

PROPOSED UPDATES TO MPA BYLAWS

One of the goals of the MPA Board of Directors is to
continually strengthen the operational foundation of the
school so that future challenges are averted or lessened.
As part of this process, the Board of Directors has iden-
tified necessary updates to the MPA bylaws. Two main
areas of considered updates relate to: changing the
term of the general and staff Directors from two to three
years; and to clarifying that only one staff member is eli-
gible to serve on the Board of Directors.

Just sign your child(ren) up for aftercare that day. You
don’t have to be registered or pay the registration fee.
You will be charged $13.00 per child for aftercare super-
vision (10% discount for siblings) and the cost for Skate
City is $4.50 per person plus an additional $1.50 for
skate rentals. You would need to pay for Skate City with
the aftercare staff and complete a field trip permission
form.

Your children will be served a snack before leaving on
the bus. If they want additional food at Skate City, they
need to bring money with them. Please see anyone in
the office if you have any questions.

BOX TOP FUNDRAISER

The school just sent in another round of Boxtops. So far
this year we have earned $893 during the first semester
of school. Thanks so much to all of you who take the
time to clip and collect. What an easy way for the school
to earn some extra dollars for all the expenses around
the school. An extra thank you to Mimi Finn, Samantha
Sena and Rebecca Ferrera for getting them all ready for
redemption.

NEED A 2014 STATEMENT FOR TAXES?

Please notify Donna Kane in the office if you need a
statement of payments made to MPA during 2014 for
tax purposes. These statements will only be given upon
request. Please remember that because Donna is not a
certified CPA, she is not allowed to give out tax advice.

INVOICES DUE

BY JANUARY 12th, 2015 YOU SHOULD HAVE
RECEIVED YOUR INVOICE FOR ANY TUTITION BASED
PROGRAMS. ALL INVOICES DUE TUESDAY, JANUARY
20th.

Similar to how Montessori pedagogy embraces a three-
year learning cycle from novice to master, the Board of
Directors recognizes that institutional knowledge
required to effectively govern MPA and transfer that
knowledge to the next set of elected members is insuffi-
cient for a two-year cycle. The Board of Directors would
like to increase future terms for the General and Staff
Directors to three years and stagger the terms such that
the school will continually have Directors with 2 and 3
years of experience after each election. The Board of
Directors believes this will provide appropriate continuity
and long-term direction between elections and will
strengthen the operational foundation of MPA.

Additionally, the bylaws identify that the Board of
Directors are to consist of one staff member, voted upon
by the staff, seven general members voted upon by the
community, and one community member voted upon by
the Board of Directors. The bylaws do not provide guid-
ance regarding general members or community mem-
bers being staff or spouse-of-staff members. The Board
is currently composed of two Board members which
were recently hired as staff and one spouse of a staff
member. The Board is concerned that since the Board
oversees the school Administrator, and the Administrator
oversees the school staff, that this arrangement intro-
duces inherent conflict into the structure of the school.
Since the Board’s goal is to continually strengthen the
operational foundation of the school, revisions to the
bylaws are being considered to specify that staff, and
spouses of staff, are ineligible from the general and
community member positions. Unfortunately this will
impact three highly effective and valued Directors who
will not be able to run for re-election, but the Board
believes that the change is necessary in the interest of
placing the school in a strong position for the future.

Current and proposed wording to the bylaws will be
available on the MPA website by January 13, 2015: go
to http://MontessoriPeaks.org and select Board
Documents. The proposed changes will be discussed at
the next Board meeting on January 20th, 2015 at
6:30pm in the MPA Art Room. The meeting is open to
the public and public comment is welcomed.

Scott Cromwell, President
Montessori Peaks Academy Board of Directors
scromwel@jeffco.k12.co.us
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PRACTICE SIGN LANGUAGE....IT’S FUN!

IS YOUR CHILD SICK? "STAY-AT-HOME" & "GO-
HOME" RULES:

-  If your student has a fever, they must stay home. They
need to be fever-free for 24 hours before returning. 

-  If your students vomits or has diarrhea, they must stay
at home for 24 hours from the LAST episode. 

-  If your student is on antibiotics, they must be ON
THEM for 24 hours before return. 

-  If your student is at school and they vomit, have diar-
rhea, have a fever of 100.5 or greater, have severe eye
or nose drainage, or a severe cough that is disruptive,
they will be sent home. 

6TH GRADE BABY PICTURES

Parents, please turn in your 6th grader’s baby picture that
you would like featured in the yearbook. Hard copy pic-
tures need to be in an envelope with your child's name
and teacher’s name. Turn the envelope into Veronica in
the office. We are tracking this very carefully. Please do
this as soon as possible.

MPA ART SHOW

Montessori Peaks is hosting two art shows this spring.
There will be one for Lower Elementary and one for Upper
Elementary. (Kindergarteners have something to look for-
ward to in elementary!)

-  The first show, in March, will be held for Lower
Elementary students. The Lower El opening reception is
scheduled for Friday, March 13th at 6:30pm. 

-  The second show, in April, will be held for Upper
Elementary students. The Upper El opening reception is
scheduled for Friday, April 3rd at 6:30 pm. 

Both shows are open to the public. Refreshments will be
served at both events and there will be a bake sale.
Artwork will be hung in the school for the whole month.

How does your child get into the art show? This is a vol-
untary show. Talk to your child about their interest in
showing their artwork at a public event. Once artwork is
completed, students submit their work to be approved by
their art teacher. Acceptance letters will be sent home to
the families of students that are in the show.  

Requirements: One submission per student. Artwork may
be 2-D or 3-D. Students must complete artwork in class -
artwork may be started at home and brought in to finish,
however, it must be finished in class and not done entirely
at home. Deadlines for submission are Friday, February
20th for LE, and Wednesday, March 18th for UE. 

Questions? Contact the art teachers: Andrea Rollins at
arollins@jeffco.k12.co.us or Michele Hardesty at mhard-
est@jeffco.k12.co.us.

WANT TO VOLUNTEER AT MPA? 
NEED TO LOG YOUR VOLUNTEER HOURS?

Make sure to create your account at www.mpeaks.my-
pta.org, click on “Member” and then “My Groups” to vol-
unteer at MPA and record your volunteer hours.  

After you choose activities for which you are interested in
volunteering, the program coordinators will contact you as
the event/program date approaches.  

BTW, tracking your volunteer hours does matter – the
school needs volunteer hour totals when applying for
grants!

USING KING SOOPERS

CARDS = VOLUNTEER

HOURS!

Use your King Soopers cards to accumulate volunteer
hours!  On the registration page of the PTA website,
www.mpeaks.my-pta.org, there is a field where you can
register your card number and accumulate 1 hour for
every $200 loaded on the card. 

To register more than one card, or to purchase a new
card, please contact Patricia Saldarriaga at co-treasur-
er@mpeakspta.org.

AMAZON SMILES

Shop on-line much? If so, now you can help our school at
the same time. If you use Amazon, log on to Amazon
Smiles instead: http://smile.amazon.com/, set your
account to donate to South Jeffco Montessori Charter
School, Littleton

Join us for our next PTA Meeting:
Tuesday, January 13th, 2015, 6:30-7:30PM
MPA Art Room

MPA GARAGE SALE DONATIONS

We are accepting donations for our annual garage sale.
Donations can be dropped off in the white bin located in
the atrium. Please ensure all items are in GOOD condi-
tion. Tax receipts are available for your records and will
be located on the side of the white bin. 

If you have larger items or questions please contact
Elizabeth Lewis at elizabethlewis0510@yahoo.com or
904-599-5826. 

What we CAN accept:
- Clothing/Shoes (babies/kids/teens)
- Costumes
- Games/Puzzles/Toys
- Books
- Sports Equipment (skis, bikes, etc.)
- Electronics
- Housewares/Tools
- Select Furniture (sm/med)

What we CANNOT accept:
- Adult Clothing/Shoes
- Broken Items
- Items w/ missing pieces or parts
- Large Furniture (couches, heavy items)
- Large Appliances
- Cribs/Car Seats
- Items w/ expiration dates or safety recalls
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WHAT A GREAT SCHOOL WE HAVE

MPA ROCKS!!
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