
Summer 2016 

Dear Rising Sophomores, 

Congratulations on accepting the challenge of taking English 10 Honors this coming fall.  As the teachers of this 

course, we would like to give you a brief overview and inform you of your summer reading assignment. 

English 10 Honors is course that is designed to push your thinking and cultivate your skills.   

Students will: 

a) Read both widely and deeply, drawing mostly on major American authors, but also pulling in a variety of 

classic and contemporary literature designed to prepare you for AP English in coming years; 

b) Examine, explore, experiment, and refine their writing in a variety of genres, including literary analysis, 

research-based writing, and creative writing, such as the short story and poetry;  

c) Recognize, apply, and evaluate techniques of public speaking and rhetoric.   

With these learning goals in mind, the summer reading assignment is designed to serve as a pre-assessment of 

your skills in terms of reading, writing, and speaking. 

You need to read Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger.  Any edition will suffice. 

You must annotate directly in your book as you read.  The expectation is that your annotations will demonstrate 

your thinking, and not just suggest a reaction.  Be specific in your annotations; think about how the writer is 

presenting information to you, and why he is doing it in this way.  You may highlight in your book, but you must go 

beyond marking lines and passages, and also show your thinking.  You may do this by writing comments, 

questions, and connections; observations, assumptions, and inferences; or by using any combination.  The key is 

that you show your thinking throughout the book, making notes regularly throughout the reading.  For most 

students, this will mean writing something down every page in the beginning, gradually waning in intensity to 

every other page or every few pages towards the end of the book.  It is a good idea to apply what you learned in 

your English 9 class, including (but not limited to) literary devices and structure of a story.  Your books will be 

turned in and checked by your teacher on the first day of class.   

During the first week, students will be expected to participate in a class discussion to share your thinking on the 

book, with the purpose of arriving at a set of ideas that may be applied towards writing an analytical essay.  This 

discussion will allow your teacher to see not only how deeply you read, but also where you stand in terms of your 

speaking skills.  In addition, this collaboration amongst students will be invaluable towards scaffolding an 

argument/thesis and exploring text evidence that can be used for writing your first essay. 

If you have questions or concerns, you may contact us at: hclark@jeffco.k12.co.us or mfine@jeffco.k12.co.us.  We 

look forward to welcoming you to class on the first day of school and diving in right away. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Melissa Fine & Mrs. Heather Clark 

English 10 Honors Teachers @ Golden High School 
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