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DeCeMBer 2016

Expressing Gratitude for 
Focus and learning
By THE D’EVELYN ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM 

This holiday season offers a great opportunity to reflect upon the 
great things that have occurred so far in 2016.  As a faculty, staff, 
and administration at D’Evelyn, we are grateful for the commitment 
and efforts of all D’Evelyn students.  While the students enjoy great 
benefit from the wonderful education provided in the D’Evelyn 
program, we extend our appreciation for the great work that students 
complete in the school, on the fields, on the stage, and in many other 
areas on a daily basis.  We also thank our parent community for the 
support of the D’Evelyn program, the work of our students, and the 
many hours of volunteer service provided to the school.  D’Evelyn 
is a great school in large part due to the efforts of its students and 
families.

Additionally, the D’Evelyn administration would like to sincerely 
thank the faculty and staff members that provide the curriculum, 
instruction, and services needed by D’Evelyn students in order 
that they thrive during their tenure in the school.  Please join us in 
recognizing and honoring the esteemed D’Evelyn faculty and staff 
during this holiday season.
            
Finally, we wish to share our appreciation to all D’Evelyn community 
members for their support and understanding in the last several 
weeks.  We share our deep sense of gratitude and appreciation that 
normal school operations have continued, and students have been 
engaged in their primary purpose here at D’Evelyn - learning!
            
As an administrative team, we wish our students good luck with 
the end of the first semester, and you and your family a wonderful 
holiday season.  We look forward to a great second semester with all 
members of the D’Evelyn community. 
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We learn,  
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FROM THE HALLS

Cross Country season, 
Continued in Casa Grande
By ERIK BELL

Coming on the heels of one of the most 
successful cross-country seasons in several 
years, the boys decided that they did not want 
their season to end.  Many of the boys expressed 
interest in the Nike Southwest Regional meet in 
Casa Grande, Arizona.  Not being travel agents, 
Coach Porter and I were delighted when several 
of the boys’ parents took it upon themselves to 
organize the trip, scheduling flights, booking 
hotels, volunteering to drive rental vans and 
chaperoning the boys while in Arizona.   The 
end result was 9 boys running in a great meet in 
the Arizona desert.  We ended up with several 
season bests and a 5th place team finish in a 4 
state, 30 team race.   Coach Porter and I would 
like to express our thanks to the boys for having 
the determination to continue to practice for an 
additional three weeks and especially to the many parents who were instrumental in making this a wonderful 
experience for our boys.

FROM THE HALLS

December 2016 teacher of the Month:  
Kelley Young
By Josh Griffin, Assistant Principal 

The D’Evelyn Junior/Senior High School December/January Teacher of the Month is Kelley 
Young.  Ms. Young is a member of the English department and this year is teaching 8th 
grade English.  Ms. Young was nominated and recognized by a fellow teacher for her ability 
to prepare her students well for 9th grade English.  Her former students often refer back to 
questions and discussions that they experienced in Ms. Young’s class.  Ms. Young is also 
a very valuable contributor to curricular design and lesson planning with her fellow 8th 
grade English teachers and all members of the English department.  Ms. Young should be 
commended for her commitment to sharing her love of great literature with her students.  We 
are very fortunate to have Ms. Young working as a member of the D’Evelyn community.  
Thank you for your service and congratulations on this much-deserved award, Ms. Young! 

  Photo by Brian aurich
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DEF SUBCOMMITTEES | DINNER AUCTION

DeF annual Dinner auction
By AMY DAVIS

Parents, staff, and students all came together to pull off a 
fantastic evening at Pinehurst country club supporting D’evelyn 
programs and bonding as a community at an impressive event. 
your donations of time, money, auction items, and entertainment 
made the evening a celebration to remember. Thank you 
especially to our sponsors. We could not do it without you all.

Over 250 people attended the dinner auction, including teachers 
and staff. Members from the choir and orchestra entertained 
us. We raised a net of over $40,000 with more than $12,000 to 
improve our student seating areas both indoors and outdoors. 
The remainder will be used to directly support peer tutoring, boys 
and girls mentoring opportunities, teacher continuing education 
training, academics, textbooks, athletics, performing arts, 
scholarship programs and more.

 Thank you to our 2016 Dinner Auction 
Sponsors: 

Presenting Sponsor: Salient Power Engineering 

Peak Sponsor: Dworkin Chambers Williams York 

Ascending Sponsors: The Wealth Strategies Group; 
Ralph and Janet Spencer; Bailey and Peterson, PC 

Rising Sponsors: Kulkarni Orthodontics, Anton 
Mitchell Collins, and D’Evelyn Boys’ Soccer, 
McNurlin & Associates, and LabJack Corporation 

Knights in Shining Armor Sponsors: Mathnasium of 
Littleton; The Back and Joint Clinic;  D’Evelyn Boys’ 
Basketball 

 

Friends of D’Evelyn Sponsor: Jody Koroneos 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Where are they Now?
By RALPH K. SPENCER, D'Evelyn Education Foundation (DEF) Board of Directors

The following is the third in a series of interviews with 
former D’Evelyn students.  If any of you know a D'Evelyn 
graduate whom you believe should grace the pages of a 
future Jaguar Tracks newsletter, please provide the Jaguar 
Tracks editor with his/her name and contact information at 
jaguartrax@yahoo.com.  

This month's featured 2008 D'Evelyn graduate is Brittany 
(Choun) Wolma.  Brittany is an attorney with the Hogan 
Lovells US LLP Law Firm in downtown Denver.

JT:  How would you describe your D'Evelyn experience?
BW:  I really enjoyed the close knit atmosphere of 
D'Evelyn.  I still keep in touch with many of my D'Evelyn 
classmates.  Academically speaking, the writing and 
analytical skills I developed at D'Evelyn really helped me 
in college and law school.

JT:  Did you have a favorite teacher at D'Evelyn?    
BW:  I had many wonderful teachers in high school but 
Ms. Tompkins and Mr. Ryckman stand out in my mind 
after all these years.
  
JT: What is your fondest memory of D'Evelyn?
BW:  I will always recall Mr. Ryckman arriving early 
and leaving late every day for the sole purpose of helping 
students like myself with the difficult math concepts 
we had to learn.  I will also cherish the many great 
relationships I formed in high school, more so than the 
classes I took!

JT:  What did you do academically following your 
D'Evelyn graduation?
BW:  I attended Westmont College in Santa Barbara, 
CA majoring in economics and business.  Following my 
graduation, I attended law school at the University of 
Denver.  By the way, Mr. McKellips, Mr. Carlson, and 
Mr. Flack, all D'Evelyn teachers, also attended Westmont 
College.  

JT:  Do you believe that D'Evelyn helped prepare you for 
college? 
BW:  Absolutely!  I will never forget the two freshman 
writing classes I took at Westmont.  I did extremely well 
in those classes, which was not necessarily the case at 
D'Evelyn!  The writing skills developed at D'Evelyn also 

helped me in law school.  
Thank goodness for 
D'Evelyn! 

JT:  What did you do 
following graduation 
from law school?
BW:  I passed the 
Colorado Bar Exam 
and began working as 
a law clerk for Alan 
Loeb, the Chief Judge 
of the Colorado Court of 
Appeals.  In September 2016, I accepted a position with 
the Hogan Lovells Law Firm in Denver.

JT: What would you like to be doing in the next 10 to 20 
years?
BW:  I would like to either be a partner in a law firm or an 
in-house counsel for a company.  

JT:  What are your hobbies and/or interests outside of 
work?
BW:  I enjoy spending time with my husband Kyle, also 
a 2008 D'Evelyn graduate, and with my dog, Oliver, a 
Maltese poodle mix.  I also enjoy skiing, trying out new 
restaurants, and following the Broncos.  Kyle and I are 
determined to do more hiking and camping in the future.    

JT:  What would your fellow D'Evelyn graduates be 
surprised to learn about you? 
BW:  I think they would be surprised to learn that I am an 
attorney since I was always the quiet one in the classroom!

JT:  If you were asked to be the commencement speaker 
at a D'Evelyn graduation, what would be the title of your 
speech?  
BW:  The title of my commencement speech would be It's 
Worth It!

JT: Would you like your children to attend Dennison 
Elementary School and go on to D'Evelyn?
BW:  Yes.  I cannot imagine my children receiving a better 
education anywhere else! 
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ACCOUNTABILITY COMMITTEE

adolescents:  What’s normal? What’s not?
By Valerie Jahra

Mark your calendar for the next Accountability meeting on Tuesday, January 10, 2017 in the Library.  Andrea Philleo, the 
Founder and Executive Director of the Colorado Wellness Center for Girls.  She will discuss depression and anxiety in 
adolescents and the differences between “normal” separation and independent thoughts and behavior from red flags that 
signal the need for help.

Personality transitions through adolescents are normal as well as mood swings, mild defiant behavior as well as 
experiential behavior. However, it is often difficult as parents to know when changes have gone too far and are interfering 
with the well-being of our kids. This discussion will also focus on how depression and anxiety can manifest themselves in 
adolescents and strategies to help preserve the parent/child relationship during this time.

Andrea Philleo is a licensed social worker in the State of Colorado. She 
h a s earned two Masters Degrees – one from The American University in 

Washington D.C. (1991) in Criminal Justice and the other from Loyola 
University Chicago (1998) in Social Work.

 
She was an adjunct instructor at the University of Denver in the Graduate 

School of Social Work from 2006-2013 and has taught numerous 
classes in Social Work Practice, Social Welfare Policy, The Prevention 

and Treatment of Juvenile Delinquency and Youth Violence, Policy and 
Practice for High Risk Youth and juvenile corrections. For the past four 
years, she has also supervised Master of Social Work students from the 

University of Denver and Metropolitan State University’s graduate schools of social work.

Since 1993, she has worked with youth from a research, evaluation, funding, clinical and case management perspective. In 
January of 2012, she began to implement the vision of the Colorado Wellness Center for Girls. In December of 2013, the 
Center enrolled its first girl.
 
In 2013, she received the National Association of Social Workers – 
Colorado Chapter, Social Worker of the Year Award. Also in 2013, 
she was nominated for the Rocky Mountain PBS Be More Award. 
This award is presented to innovative leaders making a significant 
impact in the lives of women and girls. Most recently, she was 
received the Most Outstanding Volunteer Award through National 
Philanthropy Day (Colorado) for 2015. This award was presented 
to her and other contributing members of the philanthropic 
community on November 13, 2015.

JT:  Do you have any words of inspiration for today's 
D'Evelyn students, especially the seniors who will graduate 
this May?
BW:  I would tell them that despite all the hard work, i.e., 
the papers, the math sets, the reading, the writing, the tests, 
etc., they should be confident that they are going to be 
prepared for the future, regardless of what they do.   

JT: What fun fact about you would you like to share with 
our readers?
BW:  In college I studied abroad in London at King's 
College and played on the women's cricket team.  I was 
pretty good at pitching (or bowling, as it is called in 
England), but was a terrible fielder! 

Upcoming Accountability Speakers:  In 
February Jarrod Musick, financial advisor 
will speak about various college savings 
vehicles and tax credits.  In March, Marinda 
Peak, MA, LPCC, NCC , from Grace 
Counseling, will speak about communication 
techniques with your teenage student and 
how to handle stressful times.

Meet tHe FouNDers
Our Founders will be meeting with the 
community on tuesday, January 10th, 
after the 5:30 pm accountability Meeting.  
Join us for ac, then sit with the Founders 
and hear how their vision became the 
D'evelyn reality.  They are the perfect folks 
to ask why we do the things we do at our 
unique school.   
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FROM THE HALLS

Tip of the Tongue
In the Mood for action?
By Pierre D. Habel, Latin Teacher

Just about every language teacher has heard this bad joke: “The past, present, 
and future walked into the same bar; it was a tense scene.” It’s no joke, though, 
when second-language learners develop a deep understanding of how a verb 
system’s use of tense, voice, and mood allow for clarity of thought and nuance 
of expression in English and in the second language.

Tense- Past, present, and future are bluntly 
expansive concepts of time, but we often need a 
sharper focus on sequences of action. The perfect 
tenses exist, for example, to denote actions completed in each of three time frames. 
The present perfect denotes actions completed before the present, as in ‘”she has 
finished her homework and is now able to relax.” The 
past perfect, also known as the pluperfect, allows one to 
emphasize completion of a past action prior to a second 
past event, as in “because she had failed to revise her 
essay, she received low marks.” The future perfect is a 

great way to contemplate future accomplishments which must be completed before 
enjoying subsequent rewards, as in “you will have mastered many skills and concepts 
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at D’Evelyn which will make your path through college easier.” Here grammar reinforces the action steps necessary 
for achievement of a goal.

Voice- English teachers regularly warn students not to use the passive voice in formal writing. Active voice verbs 
(when the subject performs the action, as in “Shakespeare adapted Plutarch’s biography of Caesar”) suit the crisp 
declarative style of academic expository writing. It is good, nevertheless, to know when the passive voice (when 
the subject has the action done to it) enables nuance. Should you want to avoid responsibility, say, ”mistakes were 
made.” Feeling grief, we say, “our hearts were broken.” The passive voice shines when we wish to focus on an 
event and/or our reaction to it, rather than analyze who is responsible for it.

Mood- This term (derived from the Latin noun modus, method or manner) 
communicates the speaker’s viewpoint or mode of communicating. The 
infinitive mood denotes pure action, not limited to who performs it: “To err 
is human;” It’s better to have loved and to have lost than to have never loved 
at all.” Infinitives offer a method of communicating simple truths. A bossy 
person’s favorite mood is the imperative: “Find and read multiple sources, then 
write your outline!” The indicative is our mode of communicating facts: “I 
found five sources, then wrote my outline.” 

When we deploy the subjunctive mood, we delve into unreality, potentiality, hope, and will. “Your outline would 
have been better if you had read the sources before writing it.” We might travel abroad this summer.” “May the 
Force be with you.” And in the Latin translation of Genesis, G-d uses the subjunctive when He wills creation with 
the words “Fiat lux…” Let there be light, indeed, since having a second language allows students to expand their 
modes of communicating and illuminating their world through speech.
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

By Ralph Spencer

information on the Twenty-One (21) Senior Scholarships and 
one (1) Senior award worth a grand total of $20,000 is available 
online on the D'evelyn website.  Please complete all necessary 
paperwork to apply for these scholarships by the april 5, 2017, 
deadline, the first Wednesday of school following Spring Break.  
all scholarships and the single award will be presented at the 
Senior Banquet on May 17, 2017.  Don't wait and be late!

Jamin B. Wilson excellence in education award nominations 
are due in the counseling Office on april 5, 2017, the first 
Wednesday of school following Spring Break.  nomination 

forms for these two $2,500 no-strings-attached awards are available from Ms. Brown.  Please consider 
nominating a deserving D'evelyn teacher, staff member, administrator, or anyone else in the D'evelyn 
community (sorry, students are not eligible) who meet the stringent qualifications.  Nominate and feel great!  

https://sites.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/dhsdef/def-scholarships


STEERING COMMITTEE

Mathematics is Integral to a Complete education
By Lisa Cushnie, Steering Committee

Continuing with articles this year on content areas of the D’Evelyn Core Curriculum, 
this month’s topic is mathematics. Math has always been an important component of 
a sound liberal arts education. Taught in ancient Greece, and later formalized in 6th 
century Roman education as the Quadrivium, the four mathematical disciplines of 
the classical liberal arts consisted of arithmetic, geometry, astronomy, and music (or 
harmonic theory). This background highlights the fact that mathematical study from 
the earliest times was a large and essential part of higher intellectual pursuit for all 
scholars. The Program Document states:

 
The Founders held that the study 
of math developed in the human mind patterns of logical 
thought and powers of concentration and memory. They 
believed these skills and habits of mind were important across 
all areas of curricula. The mathematical study of classical 
antiquity described above is sometimes considered the study 
of mathematics for its own sake, or pure mathematics, and the 
D’Evelyn math curriculum incorporates components of this type 
of instruction and learning. 

Although the Founders agreed on the inherent value of studying mathematics, they also saw mathematics as the 
language of science, especially chemistry and physics. 

The Laws of Nature are 
but the Mathematical Thoughts of God. – Euclid

A fundamental and rigorous mathematics education provides our students with the necessary tools to succeed 
in their core high school science classes up through algebra-based physics, and including AP Biology and AP 
Chemistry1.  Any student who meets or exceeds the minimum math requirement at D’Evelyn is better qualified for 
further studies in science or technology at college, and is well-prepared for a variety of employment and educational 
opportunities. Additionally, the combination of a rigorous math and science curriculum renders our graduates 
capable of understanding and reasoning logically about the complex issues facing our nation.

1.   AP Chemistry requires completion or concurrent enrollment in Algebra 3/Trigonometry.

Saxon Math
D’Evelyn Founders believed that “all students can succeed in mathematics, if taught carefully from effective texts.” 
Saxon Math textbooks have been used since the founding of the school, and are used for all D’Evelyn math classes 
except for the stand alone Geometry class and AP Statistics. Where do these math texts come from? The texts 
were originally written by John Saxon, a U.S. Air Force officer and pilot during the Korean War who held three 
engineering degrees. After retiring from the military and teaching at the Air Force Academy, he began teaching 
algebra at a junior college and was appalled at the abysmal math skills of his students. He was so disturbed that in 
1981 he wrote and published his first algebra textbook, eventually leading to writing and publishing his own math 

“Our educational philosophy embraces 
the concept that mathematics is an 

essential component to the development 
of an educated mind. The study of 

mathematics develops and refines the use 
of logical reasoning skills.”
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curriculum up through calculus.

The Saxon Method is known for its back-to-basics approach, incremental 
method of teaching new concepts, and daily cumulative review of previously 
taught lessons. This constant review keeps concepts fresh and is especially 
helpful in preparation for college admissions testing. Another difference 
between the Saxon curriculum and others is the combination of algebra 
and geometry taught together in one course in a “parallel and overlapping 
fashion.”2 This method, used effectively in other countries,3 is incorporated 
into the Saxon math texts. Along with excellent teachers and hardworking 
students, the Saxon Math curriculum has a proven track record at D’Evelyn, as 
indicated by high ACT, SAT, and AP scores, as well as extremely low college 
remediation rates.

Course Requirements
The minimum math requirement for graduation at D’Evelyn is 3 years of 
sequential mathematics at the high school level. The lowest course that can 
earn graduation credit is Algebra/Geometry 1. After meeting the graduation 
requirement, students may avail themselves of several advanced math class 
options, including two AP Calculus classes and AP Statistics. AP Computer 
Science does not count towards the graduation requirement, but may count for 
math entrance requirements at some colleges. For more detailed information 
on D’Evelyn’s math curriculum, parents are encouraged to review the Course 
Planning Guide and the Curricular Directive on Mathematics (CD-08-M), both 
of which can be found on the website.

2,3   Barzun, Begin Here: The Forgotten Conditions of Teaching & Learning, 
p.95

The Steering Committee 
needs to fill two parent 
vacancies and one faculty 
vacancy beginning in school 
year 2017.  If you've been 
considering it, you won't 
want to miss this opportunity 
to meet the Founders.  Also, 
don't forget to sit in on a 
Steering Committee meeting.  
We will meet at 4:30 on 
December 5th and January 
9th.  Come see how the 
Committee operates.  All 
are welcome, and those who 
want to be considered for 
candidacy in the spring must 
attend at least one meeting.  
We hope to see you there!  If 
you have any questions about 
these events, please contact 
Vice Chair Margaret Ochoa 
at moboco5@gmail.com.  
You can also visit the link to 
the application materials. 

mailto:mailto:moboco5%40gmail.com?subject=
https://sites.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/steering-committee/application-packet
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FROM THE HALLS

November scholars of the Month 
By Bev Haynie, Assistant Principal 

The Scholars of the Month for November were selected by the Electives Department and are as follows:
 

Female Jr. High Scholar/Artist of the Month is seventh grader Sydney Kyler. Sydney 
has stood out in the Period 3 art class this fall for her amazing creativity, craftsmanship 
and attention to detail. On each project this term, Sydney has gone above and beyond in 
developing creative ideas and producing beautiful show worthy work. Additionally, Sydney is 
a calm, focused conscientious artist who elevates the work of everyone around her.
 
Male Jr. High Scholar/Artist of the Month is 8th grader Josh McFeeters. 
Josh has created strong, imaginative work this semester, with a clear 
sense of fun. He is a meticulous, careful artist, committed to excellent 
craftsmanship. A quiet, but dependable voice in the art room, Josh's 

presence really benefits our art critiques. He is currently working on a sculpture project inspired 
by "Cutthroat Kitchen"--look for it on display soon!
 

High School Girl Scholar/Artist of the Month is Emily Smith. Emily 
is very dedicated to the instrumental music program. She is a section 
leader in the marching band and she volunteers to help the middle school clarinet players. 
Emily is never late to any rehearsal or event. 

 
High School Boy Scholar/Artist of the Month is Charles O'Brien. 
Charles is a true musician!  Charles is the drum major for the marching 
band this year. Charles is also the TA for orchestra. Charles has been 
volunteering during the summer to clean and organize the band room. 

He also spent weeks reorganizing the music library. There isn't a job that Charles won't do to 
improve the band room.
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December scholars of the Month
The Scholars of the Month for December were selected by the English Department and are as follows:
 
Female Jr. High Scholar of the Month is 8th grader, Kairi Hoang, nominated by Ms. 
Young.  Kairi, new to D’Evelyn this year, puts her energy into her academics and is 
having great success as a D'Evelyn student.  Quiet yet engaged, Kairi thoughtfully and 
carefully reads literature and produces skilled and well-developed essays.  Her attention 
to detail has made her highly successful in grammar and sentence diagramming, and 
she has likewise conquered The Word Within the Word.  Kairi's work ethic and positive 
attitude in class reflect her passion for learning.  Thank you, Kairi, for your investment 
in your studies.
 

Male Jr. High Scholar of the Month is Sean Duffy, nominated 
by Ms. Hanna. Sean comes to 7th grade English class prepared to learn. He participates 
eagerly in class discussion. He is so excited about learning that he checks my calendar 
each weekend and does his homework in advance. It is a pleasure to have such an involved 
learner in my class. 

High School Girl Scholar of the Month is Letti Stafford, 
nominated by Ms. Hobbs.  Senior Letti Stafford makes my job 
easier.  Besides the necessary completion of assignments and 

follow through on make-up work, she reads with an attention to detail and discerning eye 
that promotes my own innate curiosity of the material.  She asks probing questions, not 
limiting her understanding of the text to mere literal plot and characters, but diving into 
the rich subtext, seeking greater understanding.  She actively seeks to do more than just 
complete the assignment, but to understand and relate deeper ideas.

 
High School Boy Scholar of the Month is Joey Wilmot, nominated by Mr. Jacobson.  
Joey has been a paragon of a true D'Evelyn student. Whether it's planning for an essay 
in seventh hour, asking questions about outside-of-class reading assignments, engaging 
in seminars and discussions, Joey is thoughtful, consistently prepared, hard-working, and 
thoughtful. And he's a formidable chess player.

Congratulations to the Scholars of the Months! 
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FROM THE HALLS

aP Photography
By Devon Lawrence 

Following are photos submitted by D’Evelyn’s AP Photo students. Students learned advanced 
photography and shutter speed techniques as well as light room editing to create some amazing 
night photography!  It was cold, but they braved the elements for the "perfect shot"!

Caleb Sanders Carlee Shute

Torie Williams Hailee Lansville
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FROM THE HALLS

Counselor Corner
By Molly Harrington, Kristi Monsour, Rob Northway, Sue Brown & Kim McSwain

COUNSELOR of the MONTH & YEAR!
The Counselor of the Month program is a partnership between the Colorado Council and College in Colorado.  
The program seeks to identify and recognize high achieving Colorado high school counselors.  Each month a 
counselor from across the state is chosen for this esteemed honor.  For the month of November, our very own Molly 
Harrington was selected as Counselor of the Month!  Molly is being recognized for her dedication to our students 
and families, going above and beyond to serve our community.  

In early December we were also informed that Molly was chosen by the Colorado Council and named Counselor 
of the Year!  Molly was selected from a competitive group of outstanding Colorado high school counselors to 
receive this distinguished award.  Through the sneaky work of assistant principal, Mr. Griffin, and Molly’s husband, 
Molly attended an awards banquet at the Colorado Council annual conference completely unaware that she was a 
guest of honor! 

To say Molly works hard is an understatement.  Molly stands out in our field with her myriad of fresh ideas, her 
endless drive and passion for her job, and devoted care and commitment to our students.  Molly is a joy not only to 
our department but the entire D’Evelyn community.  We are honored as her team to be working alongside her each 
day.  

College Applications
Seniors, please ensure you know when all of your college applications are due.  Check with your counselor to make 
sure that the teacher letters of recommendation you have requested are in Naviance and ready to be sent. Don’t 
forget to complete the transcript request in Naviance at least one week prior to when colleges need to receive your 
transcript.  Keep in mind that many colleges have a January 1st deadline which falls over winter break.  
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New Counseling Website!
We are thrilled to announce that through the hard work of a dedicated parent volunteer that 
the counseling department has a new website!  Please go to develynjags.org and click on 
the counseling tab to check it out.  Right away you will see upcoming events alongside 
our counseling calendar.  There is easy access to each counseling staff member’s contact 
information as well.  This is phase 1 of our website; this year we will continue to add more 
relevant resources for both parents and students.  

2017-2018 Course Selection
Counselors will be visiting classrooms in the end of January to provide information regarding course selection for 
the 2017-2018 school year. Students will then discuss course selection with parents and will be required to have 
parental signoff on their choices.  More information will be provided during the classroom presentations in January.

Sibling Choice Enrollment
What are the requirements for a sibling to attend D’Evelyn?  Unless the incoming 7th grader is from Dennison 
Elementary School, both students are required to overlap an entire semester.  Priority lottery is NOT available for 
any families that do not complete their choice enrollment form in time for Round One which is the end of January.

Please complete a choice enrollment form in the counseling office if you have a sibling that wants to attend 
D’Evelyn next year.  We accept students in the 7th, 8th, and 9th grade only.  8th and 9th grade sibling acceptance 
depends upon space availability.  You are not required to attend a parent information night.  Forms are due by 
January 26th.  Please call Susan Brown with any questions at 303-982-7925.  Lottery information is on the school 
website at https://sites.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/develyn-hs/our-program/prospective-students

Career Explorations Series – Lunch Sessions
November was a busy month for our career sessions as we had four in total!  Our students learned about careers in 
the medical field, engineering and finance. We have one more session offered before winter break, don’t miss out!  
More exciting sessions to come in second semester.

a Flying the Friendly Skies…learn about a career in Aviation                                                           
Wednesday December 7, 2016
Commander Steve Harrington has been flying professionally for more than 25 years in 
both the U.S. Navy and for United Airlines.  Steve graduated from Boston College in 1988 
with a B.S. in Biology.  He attended Aviation Officer Candidate School in 1990 and was 
commissioned as an Ensign in the U.S. Navy.  He served as an Instructor Pilot in both the 
P-3C and the T-44A.  After more than 23 years of military service Steve retired from the 
Navy Reserve with more than 4,000 hours of military flight time. In 1999 Steve was hired 
by United Airlines and he began his career as a commercial pilot.  He has flown both the 
B-737 and the A-320 aircraft for United Airlines.  He currently serves as an Instructor/
Evaluator on the A-320.  

Counseling staff will not be in the office over break to send 
transcripts. Please submit your transcript requests by 

December 9, 2016.

https://sites.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/develyn-hs/our-program/prospective-students
https://sites.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/develyn-hs/our-program/prospective-students
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a An Entrepreneurs Journey Swims through Shark Tank                                                                    
Wednesday January 11, 2017
Have you ever known someone who has dropped their phone in the toilet or spilled a drink 
on their laptop?  It happens to millions of people every year.  TekDry is a Denver based                     
company that has patented a solution to safely repair electronic devices that have been 
damaged with liquids in as little as 30 minutes.  Craig Beinecke, Co-Founder of TekDry, 
will share the perils and rewards that come with starting a new technology business 
including how they got onto the show Shark Tank and what it was like to swim with the sharks.

a Journalism in the 21st Century                                                                                                                    
Tuesday January 17, 2017

Mike Dano graduated from the University of New Mexico with a degree in 
print journalism.  He is currently the Editor in Chief for the Telecom Group of 
FierceMarkets, which includes FierceWireless, FierceTelecom, FierceCable and 
other publications. Mikes oversees the Fierce editorial team and all the editorial 
content, as well as Fierce live events, ebooks, webinars and other editorial 
products.  Mike has covered the wireless industry as a journalist for more than 
a decade.  He is on the cutting edge of journalism so join us to learn more 
about what journalism looks like in the 21st century.

a Studying Earthquakes for a Living – Scientific & Engineer Research as a Career                           
Thursday January 26, 2017
Ken Rukstales works at the U.S. Geological Survey where he currently                                                                                   
collaborates with a group of scientists to map and model earthquake                                                                                 
shaking hazards in the United States and other countries.  He also works                                                                                         
with structural and civil engineers so research results can be implemented                                                                              
into building codes, to enforce the design of buildings and structures 
that can withstand the expected shaking effects of an earthquake for a 
particular location. Ken studied engineering physics at the Colorado 
School of Mines and has been 
employed with the USGS for 32 years.  

Shadow Days 
Coming up next semester we will be offering a variety of Shadow Days.  Shadow Days take place during the 
afternoons of early release days.  Sign-ups will be open after January 9th.  Please come to the Counseling Office 
to pick-up a permission slip at that time.  Students will be accepted on a first come first serve basis once their 
permission slip has been returned.  This is a wonderful opportunity to get hands on experience in a field of your 
interest.  
   
Denver Health SHADOW DAY                                                                    
Date:  Friday, February 17th 
Time: 12:30-3:00 pm
For:  9-12th graders
Limit: 24 Students
Dr. Katie Bakes will be leading the session at Denver Health Rita Bass Trauma Institute.  The day will start with an 
overview of medical field including jobs such as MD, RN, and EMT.  The visit will then include break-out sessions:
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•	 Simulation	model	&	bag	valve-mask	and	intubation	mannequins	with	Paramedics
•	 Radiology	and	an	ultrasound	exercise
•	 Ambulance	tour	and	introduction	to	EMS	cardiac	resuscitation
•	 Microbiology	exercise
•	 Dissections	with	the	Physicians
•	 Panel	of	guest	speakers	including	MD,	CNA,	Medical	Lab	professional,	and	an	EMT	

Mines SHADOW DAY
Date:  Friday, February 17th
Time: 12:30-4:00 pm
*More information to follow, sign up January 9th in the counseling office*

SELFIE – Social Emotional Learning Focused In Everyday
“Giving to Others and Self”

Perhaps we all learned long ago that there is value in helping others.  We recognize 
immediately that there is need in the world and for many, it is imperative that we 
respond to that need.  This provision of a helping hand, a word of encouragement, 
a bit of kindness can go a long way in helping a neighbor, a friend, a family 
member get over a hurdle they have been facing.  And it can also help the helper!  
We remember the tale of The Giving Tree that gave everything a tree could give, 
and she was glad.  There may have even been times when we thought the tree 
gave too much, but that is a discussion for a different day.  The evidence of a 
recent Oxford study suggests that helping others helps us, too.  Performing acts 
of kindness can bring happiness to others, and it raises our level of happiness, 
also!  While effects tend to be modest, they are significant.  Researcher Oliver 
Scott Curry states, “Our review suggests that performing acts of kindness will not 

change your life, but might help nudge it in the right direction.”  Sources of Strength students re-experienced this 
phenomenon this month as they worked to do something kind for others…

Sources of Strength Update
Sources of Strength continues to work 
on creating connection and spreading 
hope, help and strength.  In the month of 
November, the students and staff involved 
with Sources of Strength created and 
delivered over 1,000 positive messages 
to D’Evelyn students.  Messages ranged 
in content from funny to inspirational, 
but were all intended to be positive and 

encouraging.  A positive message was attached to every locker during 
the week of November 14th, the week before Thanksgiving break, ensuring that every 
student received a message.  The goal of this campaign was to continue to grow the 
positive culture here at D’Evelyn, and to encourage students during what can be a difficult and 
stressful time of year.  It is exciting to consider what the Sources of Strength students might 
do next!  
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