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APUSH Curriculum in the 
Spotlight
How will the changes affect D’evelyn?
By TONY EDWARDS, principal 

Over the past several weeks, Jeffco Public Schools has been in the news, 
which has raised many questions in our community regarding how this news is 
impacting D’Evelyn. Specifically, I am referring to the issue of AP U.S. History, 
which is being debated in national circles, as well as being discussed by our 
own Jeffco School Board. AP U.S. History, referred to as APUSH in our school, 
is a curriculum we currently teach and have taught for many years. With the 
spotlight on this subject, teachers and administrators are receiving questions 
on how curriculum decisions at the school board level and College Board level 
with Advanced Placement classes impact our school. As with any curriculum 
modification at D’Evelyn, it is important to note that we control our curriculum at 
the school site within the purview of the D’Evelyn Steering Committee.
While we may not control outside influences or changes that occur in the 
Advanced Placement programs, we do decide if any changes to the curriculum 
still fit within our school’s liberal arts program and philosophy. One example 
of these changes occurred last year in AP Physics. The AP Physics B course 
changed so significantly in scope that we determined it could no longer serve as 
a replacement course for the regular physics course.  As a result, we now offer 
AP Physics C as a senior elective.
This year, the Steering Committee began a previously planned investigation into 
the changes that have occurred with the introduction of a new framework for 
AP U.S. History. The description of the revised course is given in the new 2014 
College Board US. History Curriculum Framework: 

The AP U.S. History course focuses on the development of historical 
thinking skills (chronological reasoning, comparing and contextualizing, 
crafting historical arguments using historical evidence, and interpreting 
and synthesizing historical narrative) and an understanding of content 
learning objectives  organized around seven themes, such as identity, 
peopling, and America in the world. In line with college and university 
U.S. history survey courses’ increased focus on early and recent 
American history and decreased emphasis on other areas, the AP U.S. 
History course expands on the history of the Americas from 1491 to 1607 
and from 1980 to the present. It also allows teachers flexibility across nine 
different periods of U.S. history to teach topics of their choice in depth.

Steering Committee invited Monte Murphy, our current APUSH teacher, to a 
recent meeting to discuss how these changes have impacted his instructional 
approach.  As is necessary with all AP classes, the teacher has to submit a 
syllabus to the College Board for approval detailing how the class will be taught.  
Our syllabus has been submitted. In our Steering Committee meeting, Mr. 
Murphy explained that he is teaching the course the same way he has taught it 
in the past, while also incorporating aspects of critical thinking highlighted in the 
new framework. Students and families can review the new framework and 
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APUSH CUrriCUlUm (Continued from Page 1) 
practice exam as well as purchase practice manuals in the near future to help understand changes and enhance student 
preparation for the AP exam on line by visiting the College Board website (http://media.collegeboard.com/digitalServices/pdf/
ap/ap-us-history-course-and-exam-description.pdf). 
We will continue to monitor changes and review the exam to ensure that it remains an appropriate 11th grade History 
replacement course at D’Evelyn. Steering Committee will continue to fulfill its responsibilities by reviewing outside changes 
and protecting the fidelity of the D’Evelyn program.

I hope to see many of our families at the D'evelyn education Foundation Dinner auction 
november 15 at Pinehurst Country Club. This event raises funds that have helped D'Evelyn reach several 
vital goals over the years. Please support D'Evelyn by attending or donating to the Auction.  Thank you for 
your continued support!

Are you ready to be DAZZlED? The D'Evelyn Dazzler, D'Evelyn Education Foundation's 
Annual Dinner Auction, is November 15 at Pinehurst country club!

Turn in your rSVP to the D'Evelyn front office any time before November 6th. With 
dinner, a cash bar, entertainment, and a silent and live auction, you are certain to have a 
great time!

We are still seeking sponsors and donations for the Dinner Auction because the more 
assistance we have the more good we can do! Your donations—both cash and in-kind—can 
promote a business or a product or a an educated, engaged population, while helping our 
very own students with more opportunities for academics, athletics, performing arts and 
scholarship programs. Visit https://sites.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/dhs-dinner-auction/
home or contact DEFAuction@gmail.com for more information about sponsorship levels 
and suggestions for in-kind gifts. We appreciate your generocity. 

Our Special Appeal this year is to raise money for a new gymnasium sound system. This 
is long overdue and will be appreciated by all students and visitors for years to come. The 
Annual Dinner Auction is the D'Evelyn Education Foundation's biggest fundraising event of 
the year. As a 501(c)(3) your donation may be tax deductible.

Find us on Facebook and keep up to date on all the auction news at http://www. facebook.
com/pages/DEvelyn-Education-Foundation/364165173680729

contact us at DEFAuction@gmail.com if you have any questions. 

http://media.collegeboard.com/digitalServices/pdf/ap/ap-us-history-course-and-exam-description.pdf
http://media.collegeboard.com/digitalServices/pdf/ap/ap-us-history-course-and-exam-description.pdf
https://sites.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/dhs-dinner-auction/home
https://sites.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/dhs-dinner-auction/home
mailto:DEFAuction@gmail.com
http://www. facebook.com/pages/DEvelyn-Education-Foundation/364165173680729
http://www. facebook.com/pages/DEvelyn-Education-Foundation/364165173680729
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D’EVElYN EDUcATiON FOUNDATiON (DEF) – SUPPORTiNg STUDENT EDUcATiON & AcTiViTiES

A Story Worth Telling (continued from the october 2014 issue of 
Jaguar Tracks)

By RAlPH k. SPENcER, D’Evelyn Education Foundation Board of Directors

The Jeffco Observer is a publication in Jefferson County, CO that is committed, created, managed, and published to, by, and for the 
community. The May 2014 edition contained an excellent article written by Les Burch, one of the Founders of D’Evelyn Jr./Sr. High School. 
Les’s article, The Founding of D’Evelyn, provided an encapsulated explanation of how our school began, the motivation behind its creation, and 
one man’s view of a school that he helped create and that has proven to be a life changer for hundreds and hundreds of students over the last 
20+ years. I reproduced the first half of Les's article in the October Jaguar Tracks and, as promised, am providing the second half of this eye 
opening article in this month's edition.  My goal is to inform those parents and students who have ‘won the lottery’ to read about the creation 
of this incredibly effective school and perhaps provide insight into why their extremely fortunate sons and daughters continue to receive a 
private school education at public school prices - 20+ years following the historical opening of D'Evelyn Jr./Sr. High School.

The Founding of D’Evelyn – by Les Burch (the final installment)

Experience shows that there is only one way to be prepared, whether it is boot camp for the military, practice shooting hoops, or hours at the 
violin. A former D'Evelyn principal, Tom Synnott, used to say, "We are not smarter than everyone else, we just work harder." We were teaching 
a great life lesson: nothing worthwhile is easy.  That meant our students couldn't opt out with only one year of math and, yes, there would be 
lots of homework.  

What does it do for students to use all four years of high school to study English, math, science, history, foreign language, music, art, and of 
course physical training? It means they have taken the adventure into ages of enduring literature made great with moral spine; peered into a 
different language to the point they understand their own better; traveled the halls of history far enough to know the rarity of a group of men 
who formed a new country with the goal of divesting themselves of power; explored the world of science and numbers to see both the beauty, 
usefulness, and the excitement of the chase; and touched arts and sports enough to discover the rhythms that resonate within. 

2013 Jeffco Public Schools - District-Wide Data

% Graduation  % Remediation  Avg. ACT Score

81.4 29.8 21
 

D'Evelyn Graduation/Remediation Rates and Average ACT Scores for Past Five Years

% Graduation % Remediation ACT

2013 99.7 2 26.4

2012 99.7 2 27.4

2011 99.7 2.2 26.3

2010 99.7 2 26.2

2009 00.32 1.3 26.1

It means they understand their culture, where they have come from, and how to navigate within it.  It means they are not afraid of hard work 
and have built the confidence to take their next challenge of life.  The vision of the D'Evelyn graduate is one of many options; whether trade, or 
college, or university, he or she is ready to meet life and take on more responsibility.  

What I believe, what I know, is that this preparation, this broader course of study, this higher standard of education, is not limited to the few. It 
is not an elite idea.  My hope for Jefferson County Schools is that it can return to its roots, use lessons from today's high performance schools, 
and adopt the vision of a student, prepared with the knowledge, skills, and confidence to build a strong life, family, and community.  It will take 
time, courage, and work to turn the tide, but it can be done.

My sincere thanks to Les for allowing me to share his insightful article with the parents, staff, and students of D'Evelyn. I still get chills down 
my back when reading it because I am convinced that D'Evelyn contributed significantly to the amazing success of my daughter, a 2008 
graduate of the D'Evelyn program. And why, you might ask, am I still around if my daughter graduated 6 years ago? Read Les's article again - 
the answer to this question is in every single paragraph!
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D’Evelyn Needs You!
By lEONARD DiNEgAR, Steering committee Member  

Steering Committee (S/C), which is the governing body for 
the school and has the responsibility to uphold the D’Evelyn 
philosophy as stated in the founding document, is made up of 
eight members, including five parents, two teachers and the 
principal. 

For the 2015-2016 school year, we will have two parent 
positions and one teacher position open to serve three-year 
terms, and one additional parent position to serve a two-year 
term. Who should apply? There is a list of requirements that 
can be found in Governance Process policy GP-05 on the school 
website. Also, a Steering Committee Candidate Applicant 
packet that outlines the requirements is available in the front 
office. The most important thing needed to serve on S/C is a 
willingness to learn and a strong commitment to the D’Evelyn 
philosophy and its liberal arts program as defined in the 
founding document.

There will be a Candidate Workshop on Tuesday, November 
11, 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. in the Library, immediately following the 
Accountability Committee (A/C) meeting to learn more about 
this opportunity to serve and the requirements for becoming 
an S/C member.

Over the next several months, interested candidates should 
also plan on attending a few S/C meetings, information on 
which can be found on D’Evelyn website’s school calendar. 
These visits will give you an opportunity to learn more about 
the role of Steering Committee and how it functions.

Candidate Applications are due on February 17, 2015. After 
applications have been reviewed to ensure candidates have 
met the criteria outlined in GP-05, candidates will be invited 
to meet with Steering Committee to discuss any outstanding 
questions. 

On April 14, candidates will participate in a public Candidate 
Forum where current Steering Committee members and 
members of the D’Evelyn community can ask the candidates 
questions before the vote takes place on April 21 and 22. 
Successful candidates will be seated as a new S/C members 
effective July 1, 2015.

The Founding Document for the school states: “The D’Evelyn Program has been conceived by parents, 
and they will continue to be an integral part of its functioning.” If you are not quite ready to commit to 
applying for S/C, there are many other ways to get involved in D’Evelyn. Talk to a member of S/C, A/C 
or the principal to discover ways you can offer your talents to help your school! The opportunities 
to serve are endless and you will discover that there is no better way to spend your volunteer time 
than to support your child’s school.

STEERiNg cOMMiTTEE – MAiNTAiNiNg D’EVElYN’S cORE PHilOSOPHY

The West chamber 
to honor a D’evelyn 
alumnus in 
“celebrate Women” 
event on Friday, 
november 14  
One of D'Evelyn's very own, lina kulkarni 
Politano, a 2001 graduate and the only 
alumnus currently on the Board of Directors 
of the D'Evelyn Education Foundation, will 
be honored as the Most influential Woman 
of Jefferson county at the West chamber's 
annual event on Nov 14. lina is the owner of 
kulkarni Orthodontics located in lakewood 
at the northeast corner of Morrison Road 
and kipling Parkway. celebrate Women of 
Jefferson county is an annual event that 
recognizes the achievements of women who 
are established leaders in the community. 
congratulations to lina - way to be a Jag!



Baccalaureate Ceremony
By DEBBiE MUEHlBAUER, parent volunteer

ATTENTION SENIORS AND SENIOR PARENTS! It's time to start planning for the Baccalaureate Ceremony scheduled for 
Sunday, May 24 . This is a student-led service to honor God for His blessings and to reflect on what He has done for them 
throughout their D'Evelyn experience . The Baccalaureate service is a non-denominational opportunity not supported by the 
public schools and is solely planned and led by graduating seniors, with parents helping to carry out the ceremony as planned . 
If you are a senior or a senior parent and interested in volunteering to plan this event or to make a donation, please contact 
Debbie Muehlbauer at fivemules@aol .com .
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D’EVElYN AccOUNTABiliTY cOMMiTTEE – FOcUSiNg ON ScHOOl iMPROVEMENT

Streamlined Format More Productive
Two New Subcommittees Look at Reading & Personal Financial 
Literacy
By BOB cHAPiN, Accountability committee chair

The new D’Evelyn Accountability Committee meeting format is proving to be effective as we continue to develop the new process. 
Each meeting provides recent updates from D’Evelyn’s Student Council, Steering Committee and principal, Mr. Edwards. The new 
streamlined reporting schedule allows for featured presentations on topics of interest presented by various D’Evelyn community 
stakeholders as well as time for breakout subcommittee meetings – all within a 90-minute window. Several longtime community 
members have reported that the new structure has resulted in the most productive A/C meetings they could recall in recent years. 

Mr. Edwards’ presentation at the Oct. 14 meeting provided details and an analysis of recent data comparing how well D’Evelyn’s 
academic program is doing to meet the district’s and state’s performance frameworks. The data shared compared D’Evelyn Jr. 
and Sr. High with schools in our geographic area as well as statewide. This information will be used as part of our school’s Unified 
Improvement Plan. 

Janet Pike followed with a presentation on D’Evelyn Performing Arts (DPA) boosters, one of the beneficiaries of the fundraising 
efforts by the D’Evelyn Education Foundation (DEF), a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization. Janet reported on the successful “Jam 
Session” held on Oct. 6. This inaugural parent meeting featured performances by students in our band, choir and improv troupe as 
well as presentations by our performing arts teachers: Ms. Shibly, Mr. Murphy, Mr. Martin and Ms. Hanna. Parents and community 
members were encouraged to become involved in DPA by offering one or more of the “3 Ts”: Time, Talent or Treasure.

Two A/C subcommittees were formally launched at the October meeting. The Reading Group, chaired by Eric Oppelt, is tasked with 
developing a strategy to increase student compliance with D’Evelyn’s academic literature requirements and overall appreciation for 
reading. The Personal Financial Literacy Group, led by Sonya Sotolongo, is working on a program to augment the financial content 
incorporated in D’Evelyn’s academic curriculum. The initiative’s goal: graduate financially responsible citizens knowledgeable in areas 
such as personal banking, securing credit (loans, credit & debit cards) and the importance of managing and maintaining good personal 
financials and credit scores.

Members of the D’Evelyn community are invited to participate in these subcommittee breakout sessions during the second half 
of our upcoming A/C meeting. If you’d like more information on the activities of the new subcommittees you can contact Eric Oppelt 
at eric.oppelt@state.co.us about the Reading Group and Sonya Sotolongo at sotohome@msn.com regarding the Personal Financial 
Literacy Group. 

Please plan to join us at our next A/C meeting on Nov. 11 at 5:30 p.m. In addition to our regularly scheduled reports and the 
working breakout meetings of the Reading and Financial Literacy Subcommittees, there will be two featured presentations: JAGS 
(D’Evelyn’s Athletic Groups) and CMAS Tests. Assistant Principal Jerry McWhorter will describe important and valuable activities 
that support our student athletic programs as well as offer information to community members as to how they can become involved. 
Assistant Principal Josh Griffin will provide an analysis of the new Colorado Measures of Academic Success tests scheduled to be 
implemented in the spring of 2015, and put the new program into context. The CMAS tests will replace the TCAP tests (Transitional 
Colorado Assessment Program) begun in the 2011-2012 academic year that replaced the long-running CSAP tests (Colorado Student 
Assessment Program). Immediately following the A/C meeting, D’Evelyn’s S/C will hold the Steering Committee Candidate Forum. This 
is a great opportunity for all interested parties to learn about the requirements to run for a seat on next year’s Steering Committee. For 
more information, please see this month’s Steering Committee article.

mailto:fivemules@aol.com
mailto:eric.oppelt@state.co.us
mailto:sotohome@msn.com
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DEF SUBcOMMiTTEES | DPA

Fall Festivities with DPA
By MARiANNE WAlTHiER, DPA President

With the colorful foliage, perfect weather (at the time of writing this article), creative Halloween decorations, and 
aroma of pumpkin pie wafting from the oven came a busy season of performing arts.

Fall Play•	 : “Flowers for Algernon” was a heartbreaking drama 
that elicited many tears from the audience and packed our 
auditorium. With 67 students involved in this production, it 
was by far the largest fall play in D’Evelyn’s history. The cast 
and crew made lasting friendships and wonderful memories. 
And, the play was profitable!

musical/Choir•	 : Our choir has had several delightful 
performances and auditions will soon be underway for 
the spring musical, “Anything Goes.” Auditions will take 
place during the first week of November and will likely be 
competitive. Ms. Shibly offered tap dance clinics and audition 
workshops during October and it was exciting to see many 
new faces. 

Band/Orchestra•	 : Congratulations to the Marching Band as 
they competed and won their 4th straight state Marching 
Championship! They won the 2A championships at the Legacy and Legend Marching Festivals and they won 
the 2A CBA Metro Regional as well. The Marching Band performed their show “All Souls’ Night” for a very 
enthusiastic Homecoming crowd on Oct.17. The Orchestras and the Concert Band started the year off very well 
with a wonderful concert on Oct. 8. The Concert Band and the Concert Orchestra classes will be performing in 
the Falcon Festival in early November and have also begun preparations for their December concert. Mr. Martin 
would like to thank his very dedicated and enthusiastic student teacher Hanna Hann. She has been working with 
Mr. Martin since the end of July and has greatly enjoyed her time at D’Evelyn.

D’Evelyn Disguise•	 : The annual Halloween Spooktacular took place on Oct. 25. As always, there were lots of 
laughs, and it was fun to see some new faces in our improv troupe. Mark your calendars for the Feastival-O-Fun 
scheduled for Nov 21. This popular show benefits the Tennyson Center for Abused Children.

Entertainment Book Sales•	 : This annual fundraiser concluded on Sept. 30. Cindy Christnacht spent countless 
hours working with performing arts teachers and students to raise funds for DPA programs. This fundraiser 
was successful, netting $3,600 for 
DPA with a 55% participation rate. 
Imagine what a 100% participation 
rate could achieve!

Jam Session•	 : The inaugural Jam 
Session took place on Oct. 6 and 
featured performances from our 
band, choir and improv troupe. It 
was a great opportunity for parents 
to learn all about DPA and how 
they can help student programs by 
offering their time, talent or treasure. 

DPA Website: We are excited to 
announce our upgraded DPA website. 
Many thanks to Jody Koroneos who 
volunteered her time and talent to create 
a wonderful website for DPA. The new 
website includes: a calendar of important 
dates and events, news, photos and 
volunteer opportunities. Please check it 
out under the activities tab of the D’Evelyn 
website. And, please plan to attend 
the next DPA meeting at 7:15 pm on  
Nov. 19 in the main office conference room.
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FROM THE HAllS | cOUNSElORS’ cORNER

Providing Strategies for Success
By MOllY HARRiNgTON, JESSicA gERBER AND ROB NORTHWAY, counselors

Comprehensive Guidance Curriculum: The counselors have now met 
with all 7th, 8th, 9th and 12th grade students in small groups during 7th 
hour to deliver the Comprehensive Guidance Curriculum. Meetings 
for 10th and 11th grade students have been planned for 2nd semes-
ter. Counselors deliver age-appropriate curriculum related to career 
preparation, academic success, and taking personal responsibility for 
D’Evelyn’s program expectations. Information is also provided regard-
ing the required steps for the Individual Career and Academic Plan 
(ICAP).
Anti-bullying program: Mr. Northway met with all 7th graders in small 
groups in the Auditorium. Seventh graders learned some examples 
of bullying behaviors, and they learned some strategies for how to 
handle themselves in a situation where they are being bullied.  They 
also learned some possible reasons why some students bully others, 
and they learned that silence is what gives bullies their power.
Individual Career and Academic Plan (ICAP): All students should be working on their ICAP at http://connection.naviance.
com/develyn. To log in: the student ID# is both username and password. This is a valuable tool for students and families to 
explore a wide variety of career options, learn about colleges that may be a good fit, and explore scholarships. Students 
must complete all tasks under the My Planner tab and then Tasks Assigned to Me tab except those designated as ALP 
tasks. Parents, please review your student’s progress.
College Visits: 77 college representatives have visited D’Evelyn Jr./Sr. High School so far this year to meet with students! 
Attending college visits is an excellent opportunity for students of all grade levels to gain valuable knowledge about post-
secondary educational opportunities. Students can sign up for college visits in the counseling office. The complete list of 
colleges visiting D’Evelyn is available on Naviance.
Financial Aid Night was a great success. We had a representative from Regis University talk with parents about options 
for Financial Aid including merit based aid, need based aide, FAFSA, work study, grants, loans and more.
Testing day on October 15 was very successful. 11th graders took the PSAT Test and the results from the tests will be 
available later in the school year.  
Scholarship Opportunities: D’Evelyn Education Foundation Scholarship opportunities are numerous!  Log on to Naviance 
(using your student ID for both username and password) to get the applications. Click on “colleges” and scroll down to 
“scholarship list”. Scholarships are listed alphabetically. If you attended Dennison Elementary School and you are a high 
school senior, please stop by counseling to pick up the Dennison PTA scholarship application.
Families with 6th graders going into 7th next year need to stop by and see Mrs. Brown (if you have not already done so) 
and complete the choice enrollment form to have your 6th grader added to our sibling lottery list for next year. If you have 
questions, call or stop by the counseling office.
Career Exploration Series coming soon! Starting in November, we are going to collaborate with parents, alumni and our 
local community to bring in relevant career speakers to provide an in-depth presentation and discussion with students. 
Presenters will discuss their field of expertise, the education required to hold that job, what the job entails and what the 
future outlook is for jobs in that field. This is a neat opportunity for students to continue to explore their potential career 
interests. Our career sessions will be held during the lunch periods so students are asked to bring their lunches to the 
session. Treats will be provided.
Jeffco Connect: Is your updated contact information available should the school need to contact you? Please log in to 
Jeffco Connect and review your contact information. Make any changes that need to be made and then click on “save”. 
Have you moved? If so, please log in to Jeffco Connect and update your address. This needs to be done for each parent. 
Otherwise, you’ll end up moving yourself and leaving your husband or wife behind at your previous address. Call Susan 
Brown if you need assistance with this at 303-982-7925.

Parents and Students: Please stop by 
the counseling office and pick up a 
green (naturally!) Synopsis of D'Evelyn 
Education Foundation Scholarships 
and Awards from Mrs. Brown. This 
3-page document contains a plethora of 
information on the 22 scholarships and 
awards, worth $19,850, available to this 
year's graduating seniors. Get yours 
today!
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FROM THE HAllS | lANgUAgES

Tip of the Tongue: Hooked on Phonemes, pt. 1
By PiERRE D. HABEl, latin Teacher

This month, we offer parents a glimpse into the insights that help our students understand how, with attention to predict-
able phonetic shifts, Latin word roots enable decoding and using Spanish vocabulary.

bridging Two (or Three) Languages
D’Evelyn students gain insight into the power of Latin roots when, in junior high English, they study the WORD within the 
WORD. They learn, for example, that the root -fy means make, that fil- means thread, corp- means body, bon- means 
good, and so on. Latin students learn additional vocabulary that has been appropriated by past speakers of English. Two 
examples were featured in my Latin 3 class’s recent discussion of Roman religion. In the realm of the home, we discussed 
the importance of the focus (hearth), which in the round huts of Rome’s earliest days was in the literal center of the home 
and was the site of the most fundamental of rituals, the acceptance of a newborn into the family by his father, who picked 
up the naked child from the ground just beside the focus. We also discussed the pontifex, one of the most important 
priesthoods of pagan Rome. Literally, the pontifex was the maker (-fex) of bridges (pons, pontis). Figuratively, the pontifex 
was responsible for securing the goodwill of the gods when the Romans wished to span natural boundaries such as rivers 
or to create a divinely protected boundary such as the walls of a new city.

When /o/ becomes /ue/
Many will recognize a trove of derivatives from both focus and pontifex in English: the focal point of a lens, a pontoon 
bridge, and even the pontiff, a common byword for the Pope as the head of the Roman Catholic Church.  Veterans of 
freshman biology will note that the pons is a structure in the brain which connects the medulla oblongata, cerebellum, 
and midbrain. But what of the student who seeks to bridge the gap between the phonetic patterns of Latin (and English) 
and Spanish? There is a real hurdle here, raised by the centuries of evolution which the Latin language underwent in the 
Iberian peninsula after the fall of the Western Roman Empire. With guidance from their Spanish teachers, however, stu-
dents come to observe the change from the Latin phoneme /o/ to the Spanish phoneme /ue/. Thus, regarding the roots 
mentioned above, students easily adjust to these Latin-Spanish-English triads: corpus/cuerpo/ body, bonus/bueno/good, 
and focus/fuego/hearthfire.  Expanding from this pattern, students will also easily cope with fortis/fuerte/strong (think for-
tify!) and responsum/respuesta/response. 

What the Heck Happened to F?
At some point, Spanish students encounter a less obvious phonetic change, that of many instances of the letter -f- into the 
letter -h-. In many Latin words a breathy -f- lost the initial friction of top teeth on bottom lip, persisting in Spanish just as the 
puff of air that we recognize as -h-. Students can, with guidance, cope with and anticipate changes such as these, again 
following the Latin/Spanish/English pattern: fil-/hilo/thread (think filament or moving in single file) , foli-/hoja/leaf (as in foli-
age or foil, which is metal pounded leaf-thin). Even the very word for “make”, represented by the Latin stems -fac-, -fect-, 
and –fex, often undergoes the change from -f- to -h-. Witness hacer, which developed from Latin facere, to make, and the 
participle hecho, meaning “made”. Once informed of these tendencies of phonetic change, students gain an extra tool to 
swiftly decode Spanish words through their English cognates. This is a bridge to understanding that is worth the effort to 
make!
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The D’Evelyn Library has a 
Resource for Everybody!
By liSA PORTER, librarian

The D’Evelyn library offers access to information and technology to enable library users to retrieve, evaluate and 
utilize information as well as develop a love of reading and lifelong learning. The library staff fosters intellectual 
growth and supports the educational philosophy, liberal arts curriculum and research missions of D’Evelyn.

The library supports students from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. with flexible scheduling before school, during lunch, during 
7th hour and after school. We serve over 500 students daily. The library collection boasts nearly 11,000 volumes 
with access to over 100 full-text online databases both in-house and through our partnership with the Jefferson 
County Public Library. We have 35 computers and 150 Chromebooks available to students in our library. All of 
these assets will ensure student success in the 21st century workplace.

In addition to the contents of our library, the actual physical spaces are designed to encourage reflection, 
intellectual exploration and academic interaction. Our goal is to provide a quiet, productive and respectful space 
in which students are empowered to be effective users of information and technology.

In an attempt to build community and raise funds to keep our library resources 
current, we hold an annual book event at Barnes & Noble. Mark your calendar for our 
upcoming Barnes and Noble Event, which will take place on Dec. 2 from 3 - 9 p.m. 
at 8136 West Bowles Avenue in Littleton. As always, we welcome your participation in 
this community-building event. If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Lisa 
Porter at lporter@jeffco.k12.co.us. 

after Prom
After Prom is a parent sponsored event that needs your help! We are still 

in the beginning of our planning phase and parents from all grade levels are 
welcome and encouraged to join us. If you would like to volunteer in any 
way it will be greatly appreciated. It is lots of fun and 
a great way to meet other parents. 

Please contact Eileen Schoenberger at  
303-697-1511, eeschoenb@comcast.net or  
Diane Kelly at 303-250-0055, dskelly99@aol.com.

mailto:eeschoenb@comcast.net
mailto:dskelly99@aol.com


D’Evelyn students participating in this year’s competition include:  Philip 
Craycraft, Chandler de Spirlet, Andrew Harelson, Tommy Hosier, Grace 
Knopp, Hugh Knopp, Andy Lieu, Kenny Lieu, Becca Moos, Colin O’Connor, 
Ethan Pardo, Nick Purcell, Cambel Rule and Sam Sauer.
PHOTOS COuRTESy Of VINCE PuRCELL
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Robotics Team competes in BEST 
program
By REgiNA PEYFUSS AND ViNcE PURcEll, D’Evelyn Robotics club

The D’Evelyn Robotics team recently competed at the annual Rocky Mountain BEST robotics competition held at the 
Auraria Campus Events Center on October 18. Established 5 years ago, Rocky Mountain BEST (Boosting Engineering, 
Science and Technology) is an all-volunteer, 501(c)(3) not-for-profit corporation created to host an annual robotics 
competition for middle and high school students at no cost to the schools (including materials that would cost well over 
$1000 for each team). Jose Lopez, retired U.S. Air Force Colonel and engineering professor at Metro State University, 
spearheads the Rocky Mountain BEST hub.

Prior to competition day, a Kick Off event is held during which the game rules and playing field are revealed and each 
team is issued identical materials for building its robots. The teams have 6 weeks to strategize, design and build their 
robots. Each team must keep track of their engineering ideas, designs and development processes in an engineering 
notebook that is submitted to the BEST judges for review.

The D’Evelyn team devoted up to 12 hours per week for this competition and all their hard work paid off! D’Evelyn 
won two awards: Most Photogenic Robot and Best Craftsmanship Robot. Additionally, it was selected to be featured in 
promotional and Public Relations events for the organization.

Our students’ dedication and interest, parents’ support and Mr. Purcell’s and Mr. Harelson’s volunteering made all of 
this possible. Thank you to everyone including the industry and individual sponsors that make this program possible! 
If you are interested in supporting D’Evelyn Robotics or the BEST Competition in any way or form, please contact 
Regina Peyfuss rpeyfuss@gmail.com or Mr. Purcell vppurcell@mac.com. For more information about this incredible 
organization, please visit their website at www.rockymountainbest.org.

mailto:rpeyfuss@gmail.com
mailto:vppurcell@mac.com
http://www.rockymountainbest.org


D'evelYN eDuCatIoN FouNDatIoN 
tony edwards, principal

10359 West Nassau Avenue
Denver, Colorado 80235

 upcoming events   
november 2014 and beyond
Please confirm dates on the D’Evelyn website  school 
calendar.

Nov. 3 JAGS meeting 7 - 9 p.m.

Nov. 3 Mock Trial Club meeting 6 – 8 p.m.

Nov. 4 DEF Manager’s meeting 7:30 – 8:30 a.m.

Nov. 10 Steering Committee meeting 4:30 p.m.

Nov. 10 Mock Trial Club meeting 6 – 8 p.m.

Nov. 11 Accountability Committee meeting 5:30 p.m.

Nov. 11 Junior High Boosters meeting 6 p.m.

Nov. 11 S/C Candidates Workshop 7 – 8 p.m.

Nov. 12 New Parent Night 7 – 8:30 p.m.

Nov. 15 D’Evelyn Dinner Auction 6:30 – 9 p.m.

Nov. 17 Steering Committee meeting 4:30 p.m

Nov. 17 Mock Trial Club meeting 6 – 8 p.m.

Nov. 18 DEF Board meeting 6 p.m. 

Nov. 19 DPA meeting 7 p.m.

Nov. 21 Feastival-O-Fun Improv 7 – 8:30 p.m.

Nov. 24 Teacher Comp Day – No School 

Nov. 25-28 Thanksgiving Break – No School

Dinner Auction 
Nov. 15 

A PUBLICATION OF THE D’EVELYN EDUCATION FOUNDATION

Editor Kathryn Hamilton
Assistant Editor Marianne Walthier 
Designer Monique Helfer 

The Jaguar Tracks is funded by the D’Evelyn Education Foundation  
(www.develyneducationfoundation.org) and is prepared and distributed 
through volunteer efforts. It is published nine times per year (Aug.-May, 
with a double issue in Dec/Jan.) on the first day of the month. Extra copies 
are available in the main school office. 

All submissions are due by the 20th of the month prior to publication. Due 
to space limitations, not all information may be printed and may be edited. 
All submissions for publication must be sent only by e-mail to: jaguartrax@
yahoo.com. No hardcopy or handwritten articles will be accepted.

D’EVELYN JR./SR. HIGH SCHOOL CONTACT INFORMATION 
Main office number: 303-982-2600
Attendance line: 303-982-5771
Bulletin board: 303-982-5770

VISIT THE D’EVELYN WEBSITE FOR THE MOST UP-TO-DATE 
INFORMATION: 
http://www.develynjags.org

HELP WANTED: 
Jaguar Tracks is looking for a newsletter layout 
specialist. Must know Adobe InDesign. Two 
versions of the newsletter are required each month 
–  print and PDf.  Templates provided. Approximately 
10-12 hours/month. Please contact the editor at 
jaguartrax@yahoo.com for further information.

http://jeffco.premierplanner.org/monthly.html?date=2010-11-01
http://jeffco.premierplanner.org/monthly.html?date=2010-11-01
http://www.develyneducationfoundation.com
mailto:jaguartrax@yahoo.com
mailto:jaguartrax@yahoo.com
http://www.develynjags.org

