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DPSPMA: Because the Best 
Never Rest
Assessment takes on a new look as DPSPMA (pronounced 
“dip’sma”) hits the hallways this term.
By TERRY ELLIOTT, principal 

“Without effective monitoring, neither good teaching nor good educational 
administration is possible.” —E.D. Hirsch, Jr., The Schools We Need 

As we pass the halfway mark of the first semester, D’Evelyn students are competing 
in league and state playoffs, presenting the play Alice in Wonderland, performing for 
the State Marching Band title, delivering choir concerts, and much more. Additionally, 
students have been working on the primary purpose for their time at D’Evelyn: academic 
learning. This has included the completion of midterm exams, a new experience for the 
majority of our students this school year. These exams are part of a new assessment 
program to help monitor not only student mastery of our liberal arts curriculum, but also 
to assist with evaluating the consistent and effective delivery of our program.

One facet of the D’Evelyn program is to ensure quality instruction as well as consis-
tent curriculum in every classroom. Coupled with the need to monitor student progress, 
D’Evelyn has initiated a new assessment program titled D’Evelyn Program Student 
Progress Monitoring Assessment (DPSPMA). Following a review of various software 
programs and discussions with faculty, it was determined that rather than using the 
District progress monitoring assessment program, called Acuity, an assessment built 
specifically for the D’Evelyn curriculum would provide  more relevant and actionable 
data. Thus, software for collection and reporting was purchased, and D’Evelyn faculty 
curriculum teams have been meeting regularly over the past year to build our own 
assessments. The DPSPMA program is focused on enabling the following:

Monitoring student progress in mastering the D’Evelyn defined liberal arts cur-•	
riculum
Ensuring consistency in curriculum from room to room as well as from year to •	
year
Sharing of instructional tools and expertise during reviews of students’ perfor-•	
mances on DPSPMAs—resulting in increased teacher efficacy and student 
learning

There is tremendous value in conversations around timely data and the instructional 
approaches as well as techniques that may affect student learning. We know the teach-
ing and learning that occurs at DHS can increase significantly when we efficiently and 
openly look at what is working most effectively and share this with our colleagues.   

While the development of this new assessment program is just beginning, it is 
already leading to many productive and insightful conversations. Teachers have been 
able to review their term-final exams and discuss various interpretations of essential 
learning/content as well as strategies in delivering the curriculum. Faculty and adminis-
tration are looking at the rigor of assessments and how to improve our program through 
enhanced assessments and instruction. We fully expect this program will grow and 
evolve over time as we continue to research and make adjustments on the DPSPMA 
process and assessments, leading to an even greater depth of discussion and benefits 
related to instructional effectiveness and student mastery. 

(Continued on Page 2)

PRIncIPaLLY SPEakIng

D’Evelyn Jr./Sr. High 
School: We Work, We 
Learn, We THRIVE!,  

We Love it!



2 november 2012 | jaguar Tracks

DPSPMA (Continued from Page 1)

The final comprehensive assessment package will take two to three years to develop with the goal of having multiple “check-points” 
(a.k.a. exams) completed for all English, foreign language levels I through III, math, science, and social studies courses each semester. 
Elective courses will eventually develop DPSPMAs; however, focus for these areas is currently related to addressing the state assess-
ment requirements for the new State evaluation system as defined by Senate Bill 191 (SB-191).

Our School Policies and Procedures document directs the principal to systemically ensure that “the school does not fail to establish 
(iii) a procedure designed to enable faculty members teaching the same courses to confirm that they are covering the same material 
to the same extent and using similar grading standards” as well as ensuring students are provided the best opportunity to master our 
rich curriculum. DPSPMAs provide systemic, objective, and standardized assessments to ensure high-quality benchmarks in curriculum 
and instruction are being set and met at DHS annually. Ensuring the delivery of this rigorous liberal arts curriculum requires many hands 
making not only “light work,” but “more effective and efficient work” as well. The goal of staying the best is a more challenging task 
than attaining this status once or for a limited time; that is why D’Evelyn administration, faculty, and staff relentlessly evaluate, reflect, 
refine and improve every year.

STEERIng cOMMITTEE – MaInTaInIng D’EVELYn’S cORE PHILOSOPHY 

Does “all” mean all?
What is success? A committee member examines a D’Evelyn core belief.

By kEITH BEaMS, Steering committee  

The second sentence of the D’Evelyn Program Document reads that D’Evelyn “is based on the belief that all students, not 
just an elite group, should be held to rigorous academic and behavioral expectations and that all students can succeed in a 
challenging program.” I would argue that this conviction is the core of our program.  And yet, do our speech and actions 
demonstrate a belief in “all”?

D’Evelyn holds up a very high bar for its students and in so doing, we implicitly believe 
that all students can reach that bar. The core of our identity is that we believe in the power 
of human growth and development. It is truly tragic then to hear the opposite so frequently. 
A student should never approach a course or an assignment with the presumption that 
they are doomed to fail. How often have we heard statements that imply a sense of fixed 
self? Such statements abound: “I’m not a good test-taker,” “I’m not a good writer,” “I’m 
good at math,” “The teacher isn’t fair.” The list goes on and on. We hear such statements 
from students, parents, community members, and even from fellow teachers. It is grievous, 
indeed, to hear teachers say that some students succeed because “they’re smarter.”  

No, we believe that ALL students should be held to rigorous expectations, both in 
behavior and expectations—that students held to such expectations will meet and exceed 
those expectations. The contrast in the document is clear—such expectations are for 
EVERYONE, “not just an elite group.” All too often in society, high expectations are 
reserved only for the elite. Instead, at D’Evelyn there is no “elite.” We are not in the 
business of creating permanent divisions and schisms, of pre-categorizing students. We 
believe that students held to such standards can grow and develop and become better 
versions of themselves. And we believe this of ALL students.  

So, what then is success? The document asserts that we believe “all students can succeed.” Is success a letter grade? Is it an 
exam? Is it being admitted to a prestigious college or winning a competitive scholarship? If that is the bar, then all students 
cannot succeed. No, success is about facing the challenge and the rigor, working through it, and growing in the process. 
Success means growth and development. The student who has truly failed is the one who does not develop. Can all students 
succeed on this measurement? Absolutely. It is our responsibility as a school to create the environment in which ALL 
students CAN succeed.  

This conviction that “all” really does mean all is who we are. We are in the business of “all.” Let us not lose sight of that.

 

“No, success is 

about facing the 

challenge and the 

rigor, working 

through it, and 

growing in the 

process.”
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D’EVELYn EDUcaTIOn FOUnDaTIOn (DEF) - SUPPORTIng STUDEnT EDUcaTIOn & acTIVITIES

The Road to Scholarship (Part 2)  
By RaLPH k. SPEncER, DEF treasurer, Board of Directors 

My October 2012 Jaguar Tracks article, The Road to Scholarship, highlighted six of the 21 scholarships being offered to D’Evelyn 
seniors this year. This article includes nine additional scholarships, all of which will be awarded to deserving seniors at the May 
22, 2013, Senior Banquet. Parents, please examine each of these opportunities for free money with your senior(s) and determine 
which one(s) he/she should apply for prior to the April 3, 2013, deadline (the first Wednesday of school following spring break). 
The December issue of the Jaguar Tracks will preview the remaining six scholarships available this year. It is not too early to begin 
the scholarship application process. As I noted last month, the chances of being awarded one of these 21 scholarships are about 1 
in 4 or better, depending upon how many applications are submitted. Please remember that the only way you are guaranteed NOT 
to be awarded a scholarship next spring is NOT to apply. “Believe in yourself” is one of my favorite sayings. You may be very 
surprised at the results of your efforts come May 22, 2013!

Scholarship 
Title

Award 
Amount

Purpose Materials Needed for 
Consideration

Funded By Criteria

Bob 
Graffenberger 

(One  scholarship 
will be awarded.)

$500 To reward a student who 
has demonstrated strong 
academic competence at 
D’Evelyn for at least his/
her final 3 years.  Preference 
given to a qualifying student 
who has not received other 
monetary award for merit.

Application, two or three 
letters of recommendation 
(one from D’Evelyn faculty), 
copy of FAFSA or W-2 for 
current year; statement of 
expected family contribution 
to college funding.

Grantor Minimum GPA 3.0; 
applicant must be going 
to a Colorado college, 
have demonstrated good 
character and citizenship 
at DHS.  This scholarship 
has a one-time renewal.

Excellence in 
Physics

(One  scholarship 
will be awarded; 
may  be shared 
with another 
student)

  

$600 To honor the student who 
excels at physics.

Application and at least two 
letters of recommendation.

Grantor Minimum 650 SAT 
verbal, AP Physics exam 
score of 4-5, one of 
the two highest SAT II 
Physics scores (min. of 
700) of any DHS student 
taking the test that year.

Rona Burrows 

(One  scholarship 
will be awarded.)

$500 To honor the student who 
diligently attended/sub- 
mitted all Chemistry classes/
assignments but who may 
not perform scholastically 
as well as others.

Application and a letter 
from the Chemistry teacher 
stating class attendance and 
assignment completion.

Grantor Must have turned 
in every Chemistry 
assignment.

Lynne M. 
Murphy

 (One   
scholarship will 
be awarded.)

$1,500 To honor a student who has 
displayed excellence in the 
Arts.

Application w/essay 
attached, two letters of 
recommendation, one of 
which is from a D’Evelyn 
faculty member, resume, and 
any additional info. that will 
document excellence in the 
Arts (awards, projects, etc.).

DEF Minimum GPA 3.25, 
demonstrated academic 
excellence in the field 
applied for, overall 
academic achievement, 
good character.  

Performing Arts 

(Four $1,000  
scholarships  will 
be awarded.)

$1,000 To honor students who have 
displayed excellence in one 
of the following categories: 
drama, instrumental music, 
orchestra, choral music.

Application and a     
recommendation from the 
Performing Arts teacher in 
the application category.

D’Evelyn 
Performing 

Arts

Must have participated in 
Performing Arts during 
the last 2 years at DHS.

Carol J. 
Mancuso

(One   
scholarship will 
be awarded.)

$500 To honor a graduating 
senior who has displayed 
excellence in music.

Application and at least two 
letters of recommendation.

Grantor Application, completed 3 
years at DHS, 3.25 GPA 
through first semester of 
Senior year, will attend 
a 4-year college w/
major or minor in music. 
Displayed excellence in 
music. 
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a touch of Class
By RaLPH k. SPEncER, D’Evelyn Education Foundation Board of Directors

Please take a moment to walk into D’Evelyn’s main office in the next few 
days, look 45 degrees to your right, and spend a minute or two admiring a new 
print (and an informative plaque) that adorns the north wall. This classy addition 
to the main office was the gift of Charlie Wilson, a member of the DEF Board 
of Directors, and the father of Jamin B. (J.B.) Wilson, a 1999 D’Evelyn graduate. 
J.B.took the original photograph of an elegant mountain skyline with some of 
his D’Evelyn buddies in Switzerland where he was serving as a 2LT in the U.S. 
Air Force. Following J.B.’s untimely 2006 death in a tragic automobile accident in 
Germany, artist/family friend/former D’Evelyn parent Renee Palmer-Jones rendered 
J.B.’s photo into a beautiful painting she named Jamin’s Vision. D’Evelyn Jr./Sr. High 
School has graciously accepted this print of the original painting from the Jamin 
Fund, a tax exempt fund established in 2007 by J.B.’s family, in memory of their 
beloved son. Since the plaque was donated by yet another DEF Board member, the 
entire D’Evelyn community will be able to enjoy this beautiful “touch of class” for 
years to come at no expense to DEF or the school. 

Counselor’s Corner
By JEnIca ScHOOnOVER, JESSIca gERBER & ROB nORTHWaY, counselors

FROM THE HaLLS | cOUnSELOR’S OFFIcE

Financial Aid Night will be Thursday, Nov. 15 at  
6:30 p.m. in the auditorium. Information will be use-
ful for all students and parents, especially seniors. Plan 
to attend to learn more about merit and need-based 
financial aid, completing the FAFSA and scholarships.

The counselors have now met with all 9th through 
12th grade students in small groups during 7th hour 
to deliver the Comprehensive Guidance Curriculum. 
Counselors delivered age-appropriate curriculum 
related to career preparation, academic success, and 
taking personal responsibility related to the D’Evelyn 
Program Expectations. Information was also provided 
regarding the required steps for first semester for the 
Individual Career and Academic Plan (ICAP). Mr. 
Northway has completed a program on bullying for 
7th grade students.  

All students should be working on their Individual 
Career and Academic Plan (ICAP) at  
http://connection.naviance.com/develyn. To log in: the 
student ID# is both username and password.  Students 
must complete all tasks under the My Planner tab 

except those designated as ALP tasks.  This will be 
explained to students soon. Parents, please review 
your student’s progress.

Fifty-nine college representatives have visited the 
Counseling Office so far this year to meet with 
students. Attending college representative visits 
is an excellent opportunity for students to gain 
valuable knowledge about post-secondary education 
opportunities. Students can sign up for college visits 
in the counseling office. The complete list of colleges 
visiting D’Evelyn is available on Naviance.  

Testing day on Oct. 17 was successful. 8th graders 
took the Explore Test, 10th graders took the Plan 
Test, and 11th graders took the PSAT Test. There 
were only a handful of students who were absent, 
and the answer sheets have been sent in for scoring. 
Counselors will distribute test results later in the 
school year.  

  

http://connection.naviance.com/develyn
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Showing Appreciation 
Attend an A/C meeting, and you’ll hear about everything from food drives and anti-bullying 
programs to senior surveys.
By MaRIannE WaLTHIER, accountability committee co-recorder

The Accountability Committee hosted its second meeting of the school year on Oct . 1 . We learned about the many 
ways D’Evelyn student groups are showing their appreciation for others . Sarah Porter gave the student council report, 
during which she highlighted the custodial staff appreciation effort initiated by the four honor societies at D’Evelyn as 
well as the Spanish Honor Society’s canned food drive and Student Council’s “Save Lids to Save Lives” cure for can-
cer campaign, all conducted during the month of October . She also mentioned the success of Spirit Week and the 
Homecoming Dance . Student Council members worked hard to decorate the gym in a jungle theme, and raised $5,000 
from ticket sales . Finally, Sarah mentioned that the Mitt Romney campaign event held at D’Evelyn was a wonderful 
opportunity for many D’Evelyn students and parents .

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Terry Elliott gave the principal’s report, opening with a discussion of the “common core” state standards/testing mecha-
nisms that will be designed and adopted by a consortium of states . These new standards will be implemented in two 
years and will represent a major change in rigor, focusing on writing skills and complex tasks .

In order to obtain more information on the 3A/3B ballot initiatives prior to the election, Terry encouraged us all to attend 
a debate co-sponsored by the League of Women Voters and American University Women Voters on Oct . 11 as well as 
the Coffee with the Superintendant on Oct 22 . Terry also talked about the accreditation process that requires D’Evelyn 
to establish climate and culture goals . Last year, D’Evelyn identified three goals: Health & Wellness, School Safety and 
a “Make Your Voices Heard” Anti-Bullying Program . We met these goals with the exception of launching a health and 
fitness program for our students . This goal will be adopted by our new Success and Sustainability subcommittee . This 
subcommittee has several enthusiastic and creative parent volunteers, but welcomes additional help in creating a cul-
ture of health and wellness as well as showing our appreciation for our wonderful teachers and students .

SURVEY SAYS
Results of the 2012 senior and 8th grade surveys were presented and discussed in detail . A majority of seniors 
described D’Evelyn as providing a positive educational environment, and giving them a strong foundation to pursue 
future options . They ranked their interaction with D’Evelyn staff members exceptionally high, all between 91 and 97 per-
cent . They participated in one or more extracurricular activities while at D’Evelyn . In fact, if given the opportunity, a wide 
majority (83 percent) would choose to attend D’Evelyn over their neighborhood schools . The 8th graders were similarly 
satisfied with their D’Evelyn experience . There were only a few areas that did not receive high marks, specifically aca-
demic elective choices; homework being purposeful and meaningful; career planning; a perception of fairness; and the 
dress code . Nevertheless, it is clear from the survey results that we have a very appreciative student body .

We also heard reports from our Steering Committee and Dennison’s Accountability Committee . A/C minutes are always 
posted on the D’Evelyn website for those who are interested in learning more about our meetings . An even better way 
to stay informed is to attend an A/C meeting . Our next meeting will be held on Nov. 5 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. in the library . 
There will be a discussion of academic trends, sharing of impressions following the Coffee with the Superintendant, and 
a description of the welcoming environment survey that will be offered that week . We would love to meet new parents 
and teachers and elicit your input, so please plan to join us .

accOUnTaBILITY cOMMITTEE - FOcUSIng On ScHOOL IMPROVEMEnT
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Thanks to the D’Evelyn Community! 
A recent presentation is one example of the benefits of your support.
By MaRk FLORa, accountability committee co-chair 

Approximately 200 students and parents spent a Sunday afternoon in September with Peter Van Buskirk, former Dean 
of Admissions at Franklin & Marshall College and author of a highly regarded book on the college admission process, 
Winning the College Admission Game. We all learned a great deal about a student-centered process, protocols, and 
nuances leading to a successful college search. Mr. Van Buskirk shared with us the institutional agendas, seen and unseen, 
that influence colleges as they select their upcoming freshman classes in a manner that meets the goals of the university 
and, ideally, provides a good fit for the incoming student.

PYRAMID POWER
Mr. Van Buskirk’s presentation was delivered in two parts. During the first part, he provided both students and parents 
with an overview of the college admissions selection process including the “pyramid of selectivity” that illustrates the rela-
tive importance of a student’s credentials at different universities; the “agenda” applied by the admissions committee when 
selecting an incoming freshman class that is not only bright, motivated, and high achieving but also one that will bring 
unique “gifts” to the campus; the “hidden agenda” that addresses school prestige, need of professors to populate their 
courses, enrollment yield, and how the school will benefit most from the limited financial aid resources available; and 
“hotspots and hooks” which can help an applicant receive maximum consideration during the selection process. During 
the second part of the presentation, the audience assumed the role of “admissions committee” for highly selective, yet fic-
titious, Easton University. Our charge was to review, vet, and select for admission only one of four highly qualified candi-
dates. The decision for the “committee” was quite challenging, with the discussion of each excellent candidate informative 
and the group dynamic leading to the final decision quite interesting.  

FINDING THE RIGHT FIT
Speaking as a parent who has not yet been through the college application process, I found Mr.Van Buskirk’s perspec-
tives both as a dean of admissions and as a dad of three very different children (each of whom successfully negotiated the 
admissions process) not only informative, but also reassuring. There is indeed a “good fit” in a highly rewarding school 
for each and every one of our students. Our challenge as parents is to provide the guidance to allow each of our students 
to identify that good college “fit” that, if done properly, will enhance the value of their college experience. In addition, we 
must also support them in achieving their maximum potential during their D’Evelyn years so that the very best of these 
opportunities will be available to them.

If you were unable to attend Peter Van Buskirk’s presentation, I highly recommend that you obtain a copy of his book, 
Winning the College Admission Game. During a discussion by attendees at the Oct. 1 A/C meeting, the consensus was 
that Mr. Van Buskirk’s presentation was not only beneficial to those of us who are parents, but also highly relevant to our 
students who accompanied us. Personally, as a dad, I was very pleased when my freshman daughter asked at dinner that 
night if we could please visit some campuses during our planned spring break visit to the Pacific Northwest. 

HAPPY RETURNS
It will be the recommendation of the Accountability Committee to DEF and Steering Committee that Mr. Van Buskirk be 
invited back in two years (2014-2015 academic years) to once again share his perspectives and insights with the D’Evelyn 
community. The A/C also wishes to extend its thanks to the counseling department for arranging Mr. Van Buskirk’s visit, 
to the D’Evelyn Education Foundation for approving the funding, and especially to our great D’Evelyn community for 
making this visit possible through their continued support of the D’Evelyn Dash, the D’Evelyn Education Foundation 
Annual Appeal, and the D’Evelyn Education Foundation’s spring Dinner Auction. Thank you all for your generous support 
of our great school!

accOUnTaBILITY cOMMITTEE - FOcUSIng On ScHOOL IMPROVEMEnT



All Things DPA
By gUEn SUBLETTE, DPa secretary

FALL PLAY
October’s Alice’s Adventure’s in Wonderland was a crowd-pleaser; many 
younger members of the audience were seen literally on the edges of 
their seats for the entire 90-minute show, thanks to captivating costumes, 
extraordinary sets, and admirable acting. At times, the stage seemed so 
energized that one might think the cast were ready to break out into song! 
(We’ll have to wait until the spring musical for that.) Thank you to all 56 
members of the directors, cast and crew, and to the D’Evelyn community 
for coming out and supporting our fall play. A limited quantity of 15-ounce 
white bistro mugs with the words “Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland—
D’Evelyn 2012” and Cheshire cat image are still available  
for sale, for $8 each. Please contact the editor at jaguartrax@yahoo.com  
if you are interested in purchasing one. All proceeds go to DPA.

HONOR CHOIR
A number of D’Evelyn vocalists recently auditioned for All-County Honor Choir; in junior high, five auditioned and were 
selected, including: Kimberly Christnacht, Macy Davis, Anna Long, Kaylyn Shearer, and Kellie Geschwentner. In senior high 
school, the selection was limited to eight (four boys, four girls); they include: Calais Thomas, Josie Warren, Laura Kern, 
Jenny Lubang, Sean Backes, Tim Ruth, Ryan Lindner, and Raif Henning. Congratulations, vocalists!

FEASTIVAL OF FUN IMPROV SHOW 
Come on out for some good fun and improvisational humor at D’Evelyn Disguise’s second show of the year, on Friday, Nov. 
16 at 7 p.m. This show benefits the Tennyson Center for Children in Denver with spontaneous, unscripted skits and games 
based on random audience input. Tickets go on sale at 6:30 p.m. the night of the show for $3 each. 

RECYCYLING FOR DPA ... AND BEYOND
Thank you for continuing to support D’Evelyn Performing Arts with the recycling of printer cartridges, small obsolete elec-
tronics and old DVDs. We are also collecting Box Tops! These items may be left in the collection area inside the school’s 
east entrance. For more information about recycling, please call Peter Szilagyi at (303) 979-5715. 

NEXT UP
Parents, if you would like to help support your students’ efforts in drama, instrumental/band music, vocal music and/or 
improv, please join us at our next D’Evelyn Performing Arts (DPA) boosters meeting in the library on Wed. Nov. 14 at 7 p.m. 
in the library. Upcoming events to discuss include spring musical (Once Upon a Mattress; auditions will be held the week of 
Nov. 5), and December instrumental and choir concert hot chocolate socials.
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voTes FuN FacTs
Over 50,000 teen votes are cast in each VOTES •	
election

Teen voters picked the winner in five out of the past •	
six elections

35 schools have participated in all five VOTES mock •	
elections

VOTES has been covered in •	 USA Today, Boston 
Globe, Christian Science Monitor and National Public 
Radio

One public and one private school from each state •	
participate in the project each year

Mitt Romney's high school is participating•	

VOTES voter turnout has averaged 77 percent across •	
the nation.

Over the years, participating VOTES schools have •	
been identified as some of the best high schools in the 
country and several have been listed on Newsweek's 
list of top schools as well as the Department of 
Education’s list of “blue ribbon” schools

FROM THE HaLLS | SOcIaL STUDIES

VOTES 2012
By MaRIannE WaLTHIER, parent volunteerr

D’Evelyn Jr./Sr. High in Denver and Fountain Valley School 
in Colorado Springs were chosen as the two schools 
representing Colorado in VOTES (Voting Opportunities 
for Teenagers in Every State), a nationwide mock election 
project for high school students started by two history 
teachers in 1988. The project includes teen voters from 
one public and one independent school in each state. For 
teenagers, nearly all of whom will be voters in the election 
of 2016, the project teaches the significance and excitement 
of the democratic process. This year's election is perhaps 
the closest in years and has captured the interest of people 
from around the world. Results from the mock election will 
be announced on Sunday, Nov. 4.

MARK YOUR BALLOTS
D’Evelyn voting was held in our social studies classrooms. 
Some teachers took the opportunity to discuss the 
philosophical differences between the Republican and 
Democratic parties. D’Evelyn junior and senior high 
students participated, and 900 of 1018 students voted. 
D’Evelyn enjoyed an 88% turnout. The Romney/Ryan 
ticket received 570 votes (about 64%), while the Obama/
Biden ticket received 282 votes (32%). Alternative parties 
received about 4% of the vote. It should be noted that 
Colorado is a battleground state. Both state and national 
polls show the two candidates in a statistical dead heat.

UP FOR DISCUSSION
In addition, many D’Evelyn students elected to participate 
in online discussions with other students from around the 
country about issues presented in the issues poll. The issues 
presented included: should corporations, unions and super 
PACs have free reign with respect to the funding of political 
campaigns; should construction of the Keystone pipeline 
go forward; select the best way to deter the development 
of nuclear weapons in Iran and North Korea; what is the 
best way to reduce the deficit; do you support a federal 
amendment that defines marriage as between one man and 
one woman; and do you think it is the responsibility of 
the federal government to ensure that all Americans have 
health care coverage? 

D’Evelyn students overwhelmingly opposed the Supreme 
Court’s ruling which eliminated restrictions on political 
funding. They approved of the Keystone pipeline. They 
preferred diplomacy over military action with respect to 
Iran and North Korea. They supported Romney’s tax 
initiatives, yet they did not support an amendment defining 
marriage as between a man and a woman. Finally, they did 
not agree that it is the federal government’s responsibility 
to provide health care coverage to all Americans. Like 
most Americans, D’Evelyn students have diverse opinions 
regarding the myriad issues facing the electorate.
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DEF SUBcOMMITTEES | aFTER-PROM

Calling All Party Planners 
By SUSan BOYLE, parent volunteer

Parents of juniors and seniors: After Prom needs YOU! We are reaching the deadline for securing a chair (or chairs). The location and 
activities are booked. There is an in-depth notebook to inform you. There are volunteers eager to fill committees under your guidance. 
Please contact Susan Boyle: aboboyle74@msn.com ASAP to ensure another successful celebration for our kids.

FROM THE HaLLS | FOREIgn LangUagE

A Mild 
Fall Won’t 
Prevent 
Winter’s Chill
By PIERRE D. HaBEL, Latin club sponsor

Your chance to help Colorado’s poor and homeless 
stay warm this winter has not passed. Our local 
collection of outerwear to benefit Coats for Colorado 
is underway. Please donate used (or new) coats, 
hats, gloves and other outerwear (e.g., snowsuits). 
Look for our collection boxes at each of the five main 
entrances now through Nov.16. We’ll ensure that the 
coats are taken to Dependable Cleaners where they 
will be cleaned and then donated to those in need. 
Thank you for your kind support!

DEF SUBcOMMITTEES | LIBRaRY

Support Your School Library 
By LISa PORTER, teacher librarian

Save the date for our Barnes & Noble Event at Denver West on Thursday, Nov. 15 
from 4-8 p.m. We want to do everything we can to make this a success as Barnes & 
Noble Booksellers will donate up to 25 percent of their sales to benefit The D’Evelyn 
school library! Your participation in this event is vital to our success—if you can’t 
squeeze another event into your busy calendar, you can visit bn.com/bookfairs to 
support us online from Nov. 15 through Nov. 20 by entering Bookfair ID 10750149 
at checkout.

DEF SUBcOMMITTEES | aRT

Glass 
Club Fundraiser 
By nIcOLE BROWn, art teacher

Please come to the Montessori Peaks Academy Art 
and Craft Fair on Saturday, Dec. 1 (9 a.m.-5 p.m., 
located a few blocks south of Bowles on Kipling). The 
D’Evelyn Glass Club will have a table at the fair selling 
glass pendants made by students for $5, or fair-goers can 
make their own pendant (to be fired and picked up a 
week later) for $5. Help support the D’Evelyn Glass Club 
and pick up some great gifts for the holidays. Thanks for 
supporting the arts!

mailto:aboboyle74@msn.com
http://bn.com/bookfairs
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FROM THE HaLLS | STUDEnT REcOgnITIOn

Scholar of the Month
By BEVERLY HaYnIE, assistant principal

The Student Recognition Committee, comprised of Nicole Brown, Cyndi Fisher, Brian Haller, Bev Haynie, 
Emily Lindsey, Rich Mancuso, Lisa Porter and Jenica Schoonover, introduced the Scholar of the Month 
program to D’Evelyn in October of 2011. The guidelines that were established included the selection 
of two junior high students (one boy and one girl) and two senior high school students (also one boy 
and one girl) per month with departments making selections using a rotation beginning with electives, 
followed by English, foreign languages, math, science, and social studies. Each month, the selected 
scholars received a framed certificate and token such as a candy bar, their names were listed in the 
daily announcements, and their photos were displayed in the case next to the Athlete of the Month 
display case. 

The Scholars of the Month for October were Anamika Misra (nominated by Mrs. Young), Matthew 
Nguyen (nominated by Mrs. Hughes), Erin Weed (nominated by Ms. Tompkins), and Simon 
Krupa (nominated by Mr. Haller). Anamika has great respect for learning. She is not satisfied with 
mysteries, so if one presents itself to her—a theme, a plot, an unknown word—she pursues it until 
she understands. Anamika’s dedication to education will make her a life-long learner. Matthew spends 
quality time editing and revising his writing to produce consistently strong pieces. He participates 
fully in class discussions, providing key insights, without dominating the conversation. Matthew is an 
all-around excellent student. Erin is an outstanding English student who always puts forth her best 
effort. She is passionate about the subject and always reads extra interesting material. Ms. Tompkins 
has been fortunate to have had her in class for two years during which she has remained consistently 
outstanding. Simon was nominated for his steady and helpful contributions to classroom discussions.

Past scholars include: Ayden Flynn, Malaney Papke, Zach Frauenhoff and Kristine Padgett for 
electives in November 2011; Bryce Lorenz, Kate LeJeune, Joe Verbal and Autumn Kalinowski for 
English in December 2011; Carter Jackson, Sienna Hoff, Keihan Swantek and Emily McCaslin for 
foreign languages in January 2012; Zach Aparicio, Joy He, Justin Walthier and Katie Reeves for 
math in February 2012; Austin Drewek, Emily Hollis, Michael Simpson and Catherine Weaver 
for science in March 2012; Joey Wilmot, Maggie Hime, Robin Coleman and Deanna Payne for 
social studies in April 2012, and Ryan Palandang, Nicole Nearing, Josh Meyer and Elle Kienitz for 
electives in May 2012. We are very proud of our many outstanding students!
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FROM THE HaLLS | cLInIc

Concussion Caution
By JanET knOERZER, clinic aide/front desk

In March 2011, the Jake Snakenberg Youth Concussion Act passed in colorado. Jake’s story is a tragic one: after taking a 
hit on the football field, he never regained consciousness and died the following day. This young athlete experienced “Second 
Impact Syndrome,” just one type of complication from a concussion. While young Jake’s story is an extreme example of a tragic 
consequence of concussion, it is experienced all too often by both amateur and professional athletes. Parents must be aware of the 
risks and true nature of head injuries.

In the past couple of years, the medical community has focused a great deal of energy on correcting old misconceptions and 
developing new practices for the treatment of concussions. One of the outcomes of the new focus on concussions is the  
Reduce Educateaccommodate Pace (REaP) project sponsored by The Rocky Mountain Youth Sports Medicine Institute. 
This research-based, educational initiative includes parents, physicians, coaches and school employees in an effort to use best 
practices in the management of childhood concussions. For example, coaches at all levels in colorado are now required to attend 
educational training to help improve early awareness, intervention and management of concussions. Physicians are being apprised 
of new approaches to treating head injuries, and schools are educating parents and students about the dangers and consequences of 
concussions, including what this injury means for students in the school setting.  

MANAGING CONCUSSIONS AT SCHOOL
Even mild concussions affect the brain at a cellular level. Whether your child receives a major hit on the athletic field or in gym 
class, you must realize the seriousness of managing any type of concussion. Jake Snakenberg’s tragic death brought attention 
to the importance of making sure that children recover completely from any type of concussion so that they are not at risk for 
Second Impact Syndrome and/or long-term Post concussion Syndrome. During the recovery stage, the brain requires physical 
and cognitive rest—the avoidance of tasks like reading, writing and other mental processing. compare a concussion to a sprained 
ankle: The injured athlete would certainly not participate in workouts or run a race while recovering from such an injury. 
Similarly, students recovering from concussion should be symptom-free physically and cognitively before gradually re-engaging in 
school work. concussion symptoms parents should monitor include difficulty concentrating, remembering and/or feeling “foggy.” 

The thought of falling behind provokes anxiety in both students and parents at D’Evelyn, but the safest long-term approach during 
the early stages of concussion is to rest the brain. Students should work closely with their counselor in order to effectively 
manage their school work. a student who wakes up with concussion symptoms should not attend school nor try to make up work 
at home. During the early days of recovery, reemerging symptoms such as headache, fuzzy thinking or difficulty concentrating 
indicate a need for rest, either in the clinic or at home. Ultimately, complete recovery from a concussion is imperative—much 
more important than pushing an injured brain to keep up with school work in the short run.

More information about the REaP program may be found at: http://www.rockymountainhospitalforchildren.com/sports-medicine/
concussion-management/reap-guidelines.htm.

What do you really know about concussions?
Fiction Fact

You must lose consciousness to have a concussion Ninety percent of concussions do not involve loss of con-
sciousness

A concussion can be diagnosed using CT and MRI  scans A concussion is a functional—not structural—injury and is 
diagnosed through reported symptoms

Children recover much more quickly from concussions than 
adults  

Children, whose brains are still under development, should 
be treated much more conservatively than adults; injured 
youth are likely to manifest symptoms later and have lon-
ger-term problems if not allowed to rest and recover

Major brain swelling, indicated by unequal pupil size, is the 
major symptom of concussion

While unequal pupil size can occur in extremely serious 
cases, “minor” symptoms like headache, difficulty concen-
trating, sensitivity to light, or inappropriate emotions can  
indicate concussion

http://www.rockymountainhospitalforchildren.com/sports-medicine/concussion-management/reap-guidelines.htm
http://www.rockymountainhospitalforchildren.com/sports-medicine/concussion-management/reap-guidelines.htm
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May your hearts be filled 
with gladness and your 

homes filled with joy during 
Thanksgiving break,  

Nov. 19-23.
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upcoming events   

November 2012 and beyond

Please confirm dates on the D’Evelyn website  
school calendar.

Nov 4  Daylight Savings ends – turn back clocks one hour 
Nov 5 Steering Committee candidate training 5:00 p.m.
Nov 5 Accountability Committee meeting 5:30-7:30  p.m.
Nov 5 Mock Trial club mandatory meeting 6-8 p.m.
Nov 6 Election day
Nov 8 Coffee & Conversation with principal 3-4 p.m.
Nov 9 JH Boosters activity
Nov 12 Steering Committee meeting 4:30–6:30 p.m.
Nov 12 JAGS meeting 6:30 p.m.
Nov 12 Mock Trial Club meeting 6-8 p.m.
Nov 13 Junior High Boosters meeting 6 p.m.
Nov 14 DPA meeting 7 p.m.
Nov 14 Prospective parent information night 7 p.m.
Nov 15 College financial aid night 6:30 p.m.
Nov. 15 Barnes & Noble fundraiser (Denver West) 4-8 p.m.
Nov. 16 Feastival of Fun improv show 7 p.m. 
Nov 19-23 Thanksgiving break
Nov 26 Steering Committee meeting 4:30-6:30 p.m.
Dec 3 Steering Committee meeting 4:30-6:30 p.m.
Dec 3 Accountability Committee meeting 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Dec 3 Mock Trial Club meeting 6-8 p.m.
Dec 5 Early release noon
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The Jaguar Tracks is funded by the D’Evelyn Education Foundation  
(www.develyneducationfoundation.com) and is prepared and distributed 
through volunteer efforts. It is published nine times per year (Aug.-May, 
with a double issue in Dec/Jan.) on the first day of the month. Extra copies 
are available in the main school office. 

All submissions are due by the 20th of the month prior to publication. Due 
to space limitations, not all information may be printed and may be edited. 
All submissions for publication must be sent only by e-mail to: jaguartrax@
yahoo.com. No hardcopy or handwritten articles will be accepted.

D’EVELYN JR./SR. HIGH SCHOOL CONTACT INFORMATION 
Main office number: 303-982-2600
Attendance line: 303-982-5771
Bulletin board: 303-982-5770

VISIT THE D’EVELYN WEBSITE FOR THE MOST UP-TO-DATE 
INFORMATION: 
http://www.develynjags.org
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