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Greetings, D’Evelyn families,

D’Evelyn students develop 
the ability to think critically, 
communicate effectively, 
and to become engaged 
citizens. The Jaguar Tracks 
staff is pleased to begin 
including samples of student 
writing and art photography 
in this month’s issue with the 
assistance of teachers Devon 
Lawrence and Joel Jacobson.

 Enjoy!

OCTOBER 2015

D’EVELYN’S DISTINCTIVE 
ACADEMIC AND BEHAVIOR 
CONTRACTS
By TONY EDWARDS, principal 

During New Student Night, two important contracts are 
given out that start with, “All students, not just an elite 
group, should be held to rigorous academic and behavioral 
standards."  This statement is taken directly from the 
D’Evelyn Founding Document and highlights the fact that 
D'Evelyn Junior/Senior High School is an academically 
focused school and that D'Evelyn students must fulfill 
important academic requirements and take responsibility for 
their own learning. The Academic Contract details that:

1. D’Evelyn Junior/Senior High School students are required to
 be full-time students enrolled in six courses each semester. Students  

 are expected to complete all homework assignments and turn   
 them in on time. They must set aside and expect to spend at least  
 three hours every night doing homework and studying what is   
 being presented in class. Academics are to come before all   
 jobs, socializing, sports, or other extra-curricular activities.

2. Students are expected to:
 • arrive at class with all necessary materials: textbooks,   
  notebooks, paper, pens/pencils, and completed homework

 • be seated and ready to work when the bell rings
 • be active participants in the learning process by listening  

  carefully, taking thorough notes, contributing positively to  
  class discussions, and being respectful of the ideas of others

 • make productive use of 7th Hour
 • be responsible for their own school work (plagiarism or   

  copying another’s work is unacceptable)

3. Students are expected to carry and make effective use of a planner  
 in which they will record assignments, due dates for assignments,  
 and other important information.

4. When absent, students are expected to ascertain what was covered  
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   in class during their absence and complete missing assignments within the time allowed (see  
   student planner for makeup work policy).

  5. Expected student performance and the nature and number of assignments are demanding at  
   D'Evelyn. Students must complete academic requirements and take responsibility for their own  
   learning. 

  6. The student is ultimately responsible for knowing the high school graduation requirements and  
   for fulfilling those requirements. Courses and requirements are fully described in the school's  
   Course  Planning Guide.

Strong behavioral standards are also an essential component of successful schools. In our Behavior Contract, 
we detail many operating beliefs that we maintain to help ensure that our students can learn in a distraction-free 
environment. 

  
The David S. D’Evelyn Jr./Sr. High School standards for behavior are designed to influence students for life, not 

simply to curb undesirable behavior while attending school. The standards will apply to the entire community at the 
school. Staff members, parents, and students are to be positive examples while on campus or at any school-sponsored 
event.

Honesty, compassion, self-control, responsibility, and courtesy are character traits that are valued and expected. These 
character traits demonstrate respect for authority, self, others, and others’ ideas. This includes respectfully confronting 
someone with whom we have a problem, with the goal of finding a solution. Maintaining these traits creates the 
atmosphere necessary to support academic excellence.

Student infractions will be dealt with promptly so that disruptions will be minimized and expectations clearly upheld. 
Teachers are responsible for monitoring and keeping classroom order. The administration will deal with all instances of 
unacceptable behavior in accordance with school district policy and applicable laws.

We thank all families for supporting their own students in growing into responsible citizens. As our Founding 
Document states, “Each student has the right to an education free of disruptions that interfere with learning. Behavior 
standards will be clearly defined and infractions will be dealt with promptly and fairly. All students, staff and parents 
will be expected to maintain a behavior standard that demonstrates a respect for authority, others and self.”   We urge 
all families to know the expectations and support the school in helping their own children model high behavioral 
standards each day. Please contact the office if you have any questions on the contracts or if you would like to receive an 
additional copy of the contracts. 

In summary, as two of the school’s founders, Carolyn   
DeRaad and Kathi Pitzer, shared with our staff at the    
beginning of this school year, the Academic Contract and   
the Behavior Contract help to make D’Evelyn unique    
from other schools and are expressions of the D’Evelyn    
philosophy that should be supported by all staff,    
students, and community members. 

 
Honesty, compassion, self-control, 

responsibility, and courtesy are character traits 
that are valued and expected. 

 

Photograph by 
Bethany Distel
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FROM THE HALLS - SPORTS

7th and 8th Graders Achieve at Arvada West 
Cross Country Invitational
By GREG SCHOTTLAND

This year, the D’Evelyn Junior High Cross Country team (boys and girls) has been 
revived, with the team now over 40 runners strong!

On September 18th, the girls’ middle school cross-country team placed 1st of 13 teams 
in the Arvada West Cross Country Invitational. Scoring runners for the girls were 

Kate Haerbig, Taylor Haerbig, Katie Livingood, Cassandra Persichetti, and Anna 
Doebbler.

The boys’ middle school team placed 4th of 16 teams. Scoring runners for the boys were 
Jack Grant, Jake Law, Thomas Dews, Jack Ryckman, and Steffan Agne.

“Running begins not with the feet but with the mind” 

 
   Dedication 
+ Motivation 
__________
   Success

STEERING COMMITTEE

What Makes D’Evelyn’s Academic Program So 
Great?
By LEONARD DINEGAR, Steering Committee

      “The goal of the D’Evelyn Program is to provide students with 
a sound liberal arts education providing continuous challenge to 
all students . . .”           So begins the description of D’Evelyn’s 
academic programs in the Founding Document. 

The next time your child asks “Why do I need to study Math 
(or Science, or English, or History)?” pull out the  Founding 
document and read the section on Program Narratives. It provides 
an outstanding rationale for each of D’Evelyn’s rigorous areas of 
study and explains why each is important to a student’s education 
and their future.

Below are some brief excerpts:

ENGLISH: “The literature of the ages encompasses richness in vocabulary and composition and enables 
students to enter into and experience life circumstances well beyond those normally available in a lifetime, to 
say nothing of a teenager’s experience.”

HISTORY: “An understanding of history, geography, economics, and government is fundamental to 
becoming an effective citizen. We believe each student must study world history as well as the history and 
government of the United States, in order to be able to understand and evaluate our place in the world.”

Photograph by Haley Schlicht
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MATH: “. . . mathematics is an essential component to the development of an educated mind. The study of 
mathematics develops and refines the use of logical reasoning skills. Mathematics . . . reinforces the powers 
of concentration, memory, and logical thinking. These habits of the mind are essential in all areas of the 
curricula.”

SCIENCE: “Science and scientific evidence are essential for understanding our world and man’s place 
in it. We need a highly literate public, scientifically knowledgeable and capable of deliberating and passing 
judgments on national issues such as nuclear power, environmental pollution and ecology.”

FOREIGN LANGUAGE: “Studying a foreign language enhances the development of vocabulary, spelling, 
reading, and comprehension of oral and written expression in the student’s own language. Study of foreign 
language is essential in a world in which international trade and travel are a reality.”

Additional explanations for the need to incorporate PHYSICAL EDUCATION, FINE ARTS and 
ELECTIVES into a rigorous liberal arts program are also included.

Finally, this section of the Founding document states that “The D’Evelyn Program has been conceived by 
parents, and they will continue to be an integral part of its functioning.” By working with your child and 
supporting the D’Evelyn Program Philosophy, your student will reap great benefits. It is not an easy path, but 
it is well worth it.

The results speak for themselves. There are plenty of metrics showing the outstanding academic success of 
D’Evelyn students:

 • D’Evelyn consistently has among the lowest 
remediation rates in the state

 • For the past 16 years, D’Evelyn has had the highest 
average ACT score among public, non-charter    
schools in the state

 • Last year, D’Evelyn had a 99% college 
matriculation rate

 • D’Evelyn is consistently ranked in the top five 
high schools in the state by U.S. News & World Report   
 and Newsweek

There are plenty of anecdotes as well. At last week’s CU/
CSU football game, a D’Evelyn parent told me how their son, who is a freshman at CSU, took his first math 
test last week. He told his mom that there were several D’Evelyn alumni in his class. The professor gave the 
students one hour to take the test. When he stood up after 20 minutes to turn in his test, he noticed that every 
other D’Evelyn alum was also done in 20 minutes, while the rest of the class took up to the full hour for the 
exam. A small example, but very illustrative of the preparation that our students receive.

Twenty-one years after the founding of our school, it is essential that we continue down the path that has 
produced such great success for our students. The secret to that success is clearly spelled out in the founding 
document and is implemented by our talented and committed teachers and administrators. Take the time to 
read the Founding document yourself so that you can better understand what makes D’Evelyn great!

Photograph by Sarah Regalado
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FROM THE HALLS - SPORTS

Looking Forward to Jaguar Basketball
By PRESTON SLAUGHTER

 D'Evelyn Boys Basketball had a busy and productive summer, which included the hiring of a new coaching staff. 
Dan Zinn is the new head coach, and comes to us from successful years as an assistant at Kent Denver and a head coach 
at Colorado Academy. He will be joined on staff by Daniel Medina, an assistant with Coach Zinn at Colorado Academy, 
Preston Slaughter, a former head coach in Jeffco and new math teacher at D'Evelyn, and Mark Drury, also a former 
head coach in Jeffco and previously a Rocky Mountain News Coach of the Year.

 Three of the new coaches went to San Diego with 17 players for a team camp in July. D’Evelyn finished an 
impressive 12-4 in the Varsity and Junior Varsity divisions. This came on the heels of another team camp at Colorado 
State, where the Varsity and Junior Varsity compiled a record of 15-3.

 This fall, we have optional open gyms scheduled weekly, as well as an optional pre-season camp November 2 - 
9th. Tryouts are November 12th. If you have any questions or would like a schedule of fall activities, feel free to contact 
Coach Zinn (coachzinn@mac.com).

The boys’ basketball team in San Diego at a paintball park -by Trisha Clifton

FROM THE HALLS

October’s Teacher of the Month:  Lynne Hobbs
By JOSH GRIFFIN, assistant principal

Each month, the D’Evelyn administration will recognize a winner of the Teacher 
of the Month Award. The award recipients will be chosen based upon nominations 
from members of the D’Evelyn faculty and staff. Teachers may be nominated and 
subsequently recognized for Instructional Excellence, Peer Support, Community 
Service, Dedication, or Leadership.

The Teacher of the Month for October is Mrs. Lynne Hobbs. Lynne is completing 
her 18th year as a member of the D’Evelyn faculty. This year, she teaches 9th grade 
Literature & Composition, 10th grade British Literature, and 12th grade Classic 

mailto:coachzinn%40mac.com?subject=coachzinn%40mac.com
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Literature. In the nomination process, Lynne was recognized for Instructional Excellence 
and Community Service. Last year, Lynne taught AP English Literature for the first time, 
and did an outstanding job – her students received very high marks on the AP English 
test. The level of student performance reflected Lynne’s strong instructional practice. 
As a teammate, Lynne is always flexible and thoughtful in her practice, showing a deep 
commitment to serving the best interests of her students and the school. Additionally, 
Lynne serves as the sponsor for the D’Evelyn chapter of the National Honor Society, a 
commitment that highlights her dedication to community service and leadership in the 
D’Evelyn community.

The D’Evelyn community is very fortunate to have Mrs. Hobbs as a member of the faculty. Please join me in 
congratulating Mrs. Hobbs for this wonderful honor! 

FROM THE HALLS

Tip of the Tongue: 
The Long Arm of 
the (Latin) Law 
By PIERRE D. HABEL, Latin Teacher

It is the general goal of this column to showcase specific areas of language study featured in our Latin, French, 
and Spanish classrooms so that parents gain insight into the richness of student learning there. This month’s piece 
shines a spotlight on terms and concepts in Latin that shaped the workings of the modern law. Without too much 
of a history lesson, an encyclopedic collection of Roman legal writings known as the Code of Justinian had a 
conspicuous effect on the development of civil and international law through the Middle Ages long after the 
Western Roman Empire’s collapse. Moreover, as Latin remained for many more centuries the common language 

h  h  h  h  h  h  h  h  h  h  h  h  h  h  h  h  h  h  h

h  h  h  h  h  h  h  h  h  h  h  h  h  h  h  h  h  h  h
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of the mediaeval Europe’s polyglot elite, law and legal principles continued to be developed, expressed, and 
circulated in Latin.

Latin students encounter and learn to use a good variety of such Latin phrases as their vocabulary, grammar, 
and the curriculum permit. Some examples are: in loco parentis, non compos mentis, de facto, de iure, affidavit, 
pro se, ex post facto, nolo contendere, posse comitatus, sub poena, onus probandi, filius nullius, sine prole, 
habeas corpus. Non-lawyers among you, do any of these ring a bell? If they do not, let me assure you that our 
rights and judicial system have their roots in these and other Latin terms. I’ll briefly illuminate four of them 
as key concepts within the domain of law and for their resonance for students in their D’Evelyn coursework in 
English and Social Studies. 

Students in Latin 1 initially get a laugh out of in loco parentis. Mistaking loco with its slangy Spanish 
homophone, they’ll often humorously (?) blurt out that the phrase means ‘parents are crazy’. I swiftly deny 
that assertion, and then we work through a more careful analysis of loco as a root having to do with place (cf. 
local and location). Ultimately we discuss the fact that in modern society schools (and occasionally some other 
organizations) are given the limited authority to act in the place of the parent while a child is outside the parent’s 
care. When it comes to ‘crazy’ we discuss non compos mentis and I explain that a court may declare not in control 
of his or her mind someone with extreme mental or emotional disabilities. In the courts such a declaration opens 
the door for appointment of a legal guardian who will act in the interest of one so afflicted. Stretching beyond the 
courts, I illustrate the discussion of non compos mentis with a striking image of King Lear from a graphic version 
of Shakespeare’s play (which all senior Jaguars read). We briefly discuss Lear’s story, from his mad demand that 
his daughters publicly quantify their love for him, to his tragically mad wanderings across the English heath as 
he seeks an end to his suffering. 

In more advanced Latin study we encounter the grammar that allows students to understand and apply 
the concepts of onus probandi (the prosecution’s burden of proving the accused guilty) and habeas corpus. 
The former is certainly applicable in considering To Kill a Mockingbird. The latter, as you may know, is 
the principle that an arrestee may not be held indefinitely without charge. In short, a judge may issue a writ 
(order) that a sheriff, policeman, or other arresting agent have the body of the arrestee in the judge’s court at 
a specified time or date. The arrestee’s living presence in the court thus allows the judge to hear preliminary 
evidence to determine whether release, bail, or further detention is in order. For this phrase, my illustration is 
an image of the writ of habeas corpus issued in 1839 ordering the federal marshal of Connecticut to bring the 
surviving rebellious slaves who had been arrested aboard the Spanish ship La Amistad in American waters. As 
juniors, students will grow more acquainted with this and many other efforts to address the explosive question 
of whether these slaves were property in this case, to be returned to their Spanish owners or people whose 
self-determination would allow them to be free to return to Africa. The writ of habeas corpus issued by Judge 
Andrew Judson was an early step towards the emancipation of these slaves, for it asserted that they might 
indeed be men deserving protection from indefinite imprisonment. The U.S. Supreme Court eventually (in 
1841) affirmed that they should be treated as free men and released. It is our nation’s greatest tragedy that it 
would take much more time and explosive argument to generalize the principle that all slaves should be freed, 
but that is a topic for a better author than me.

G  G  G  G  G  G  G  G  G  G  G
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Live.Be.Do.Act.Enjoy.
by RALPH K. SPENCER, D’Evelyn Education Foundation Board of Directors

The five words of this title appeared proudly on the back of 
17 chartreuse T-shirts in Breckenridge, CO during the recent 
Octoberfest weekend of Sep 11-13. Why, you might ask?  Because 
all 17 of us were participating in the annual Jamin B. Wilson 
Reunion held in this iconic Colorado ski town. Why chartreuse, 
you might ask?  Because it was J.B.'s favorite color. And if you 
have a minute, please go to chartreuse.net and see how J.B. chose 
to memorialize this color so everyone on the planet could have 
the opportunity to enjoy it, up close and personal. And who is J.B. 
Wilson, you might ask?  Aha - now we are getting very close to the 
purpose of this article!             

The J.B. Wilson Excellence in Education (E in E) Awards will honor two D’Evelyn community members 
with two $2,500 no-strings-attached checks, a beautiful glass trophy, and a framed certificate, all of which 
will be awarded at the May 18, 2016, Senior Banquet. This year will mark the ninth consecutive year that 
two of D’Evelyn’s finest will be honored with cash awards. The E in E Awards were established in 2008 to 
honor 1999 D’Evelyn graduate Jamin B. Wilson, who died tragically in a December 2006 auto accident while 
serving in the U.S. Air Force in Germany. Family and friends of J.B. have contributed over $80,000 over the 
last 8 years to fund the E in E awards. If you are interested in nominating a D’Evelyn educator for one of these 
two awards, please stop by the school’s Counseling Office and pick up a nomination form and the additional 
sheet explaining the purpose, eligibility guidelines, and selection criteria for this award. Please note: 1) A 
letter of recommendation is also required with any nomination; 2) Students are not eligible for these awards; 
3) Self nominations are not permitted. Nominations are due to Ms. Brown in the Counseling Office no later 
than 3:00 p.m. on Wednesday, March 30, the first Wednesday of school following Spring Break. Over $20,000 
has been awarded to D'Evelyn educators since 2008. Previous winners still at D’Evelyn include Janet Shibly, 
Chris Baker, Briant McKellips, Pierre Habel, Brian Haller, Monte Murphy, Terry Carlson, Cory Ryckman, 
Cynthia Fisher, Jerry McWhorter, Keith Beams and Olivia Schott. Please consider nominating other D’Evelyn 
community members so that we can honor as many different individuals as possible!

Why, you might ask, is this article entitled Live.Be.Do.Act.Enjoy.? This phrase was found repeatedly among 
J.B. belongings by his family following his untimely death. It appeared to be a mantra that many agreed 
he enthusiastically followed during his life. From D'Evelyn, where he was President of the National Honor 
Society and voted "King" during Homecoming festivities, to Harvard University to the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology and the U.S. Air Force, Jamin made his mark and continues to do so through the Excellence in 
Education Awards. Please consider nominating a deserving D'Evelyn community member in memory of this 
amazing young man. 

Painless But Powerful Ways 
To Donate To D'Evelyn

iGive.com and AmazonSmile are two 
simple ways to purchase items and have a 
percentage (3% on average for iGive and 
.5% for Amazon Smile) of that purchase 
go to D'Evelyn - at no cost to you! iGive 

currently has over 1,600 stores for you to 
choose from on its website. Amazon Smile 
has tens of millions of products eligible for 

charitable donations. The stores pay the 
entire percentage and you are not charged 

a penny more for participating. Please 
consider using these two websites when 

making online purchases. 
$$$

a a b a a
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D’EVELYN EDUCATION FOUNDATION

Starry Starry Night Lights The Way   
By RALPH K. SPENCER, D’Evelyn Education Foundation Board of Directors

Education Foundation’s Annual Dinner Auction, Starry Starry Night, presented by Salient Power Engineering, is 
November 14 at Pinehurst Country Club and YOU are invited!  Look for your invitation later this month. Parties are 
always more entertaining when you attend with enjoyable people. Think about whom you can bring along to this 
special event. 

Sponsorships. Thank you to those sponsors who have already  
pledged their support:  

Gold 
Wealth Strategies Group

Silver
Brown Tedstrom
NP3 LLC
Bank of Denver
Anton Collins Mitchell LLP
Kulkarni Orthodontics

Knight in Shining Armor
Mathnasium of Littleton

Friends of D'Evelyn
Jags Baseball team
Raising the Bar Academic Coaching

There’s still time to sponsor the dinner auction. You can do 
become a sponsor for as little as $125!

Donations. Donations are also a great way to promote a 
product or a business!  There are so many items that make 
wonderful donations: Sports tickets, rounds of golf, arts and crafts, 
vacations at a mountain home, condo or timeshare, restaurant gift certificates, cooking classes, gift cards and 
baskets! Think about getting your carpool or the parents beside you cheering for one of our many outstanding 
teams together to donate a basket. The sky's the limit on the different types of baskets that can be donated. Call up 
a friend or two and get creative. A small investment in time and materials can lead to big gains for D'Evelyn.

Volunteer. We would love to make use of your special skills, and there is plenty to do! Thank you for your 
support.

P P P P P P P P P P P P P
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ACCOUNTABILITY COMMITTEE

A/C’s Accepted Accountability Goals  
By Dana Miller

 
Goals for this school year were discussed and adopted at the September A/C 

meeting and you can play a part! Subcommittees are being formed and your input is 
needed in the following:

1. Improved communication with D’Evelyn community – a subcommittee  
 will be established to enhance school to community communication so our  
 D’Evelyn community is aware of school activities and events

2. Education – increasing the number of people who are familiar with our school philosophy and can  
 share that vision. This includes educating the community on the various staff positions and their roles  
 at D’Evelyn

3. Community reading “One Book, One D’Evelyn” – a subcommittee will be formed to implement a  
 reading program throughout D’Evelyn (students, staff and parents)

4. Staff appreciation – a subcommittee will be established to help show our staff appreciation.
5. Steering committee advisors – aiding the steering committee as needed
6. Sportsmanship in the community – a subcommittee established to improve and encourage   

 sportsmanship in our D’Evelyn community

The next A/C meeting is October 13 at 7:00 am in auditorium. We will hear from principal, 
Tony Edwards and assistant principal, Josh Griffin, as well as some of our recent D’Evelyn teacher hires. This 
is the 2nd meeting of the year. To be considered a voting member of the committee, you must attend at least 
one of the first three meetings. If you are unable to attend the meeting but are interested in being a part of a 
subcommittee, please contact any of your A/C officers or Dana Miller at danamiller8@msn.com.

Planning After Prom 2016
By Eileen Schoenberger and Diane Kelly

Planning has already started for After Prom 
2016. We need movers and shakers to help 

us organize, visualize and coordinate the big 
picture. Join us at The Ridge Recreation Center 

at 6613 S Ward St. Littleton:

Wednesday, 10/7/15 from 7-9 PM
Monday, 10/19/15 from 7-9 PM

We need you and thank you for helping!  Please 
contact Eileen at 303-856-8250 or eeschoenb@

comcast.net with questions. 

 

Photo of last year’s decorations courtesy of 
Eileen Schoenberger

mailto:eeschoenb%40comcast.net?subject=eeschoenb%40comcast.net
mailto:eeschoenb%40comcast.net?subject=eeschoenb%40comcast.net
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FROM THE HALLS

Counselor Corner
By Molly Harrington, Jessica Gerber, Rob Northway, Sue 
Brown and Kim McSwain

College Visits:  There are a record number of 
College Visits already scheduled this year, with 
over 75. More are being added daily. To see the 
names and dates of colleges visiting D’Evelyn, log 
on to Naviance at http://connection.naviance.com/develyn. Under the Colleges tab there is a link to the right 
- click on view all upcoming college visits to get the full lists of colleges. Students are encouraged to attend 
and ask questions when college representatives come to D’Evelyn. These visits are a great way for 7th through 
12th grade students to learn about a huge variety of colleges and universities. Please have your student sign up 
in Naviance.

College Fairs:  NACAC, the National Association of College Admissions 
Counselors, will host the largest fair in the metro Denver area at the Denver Mart 
on Saturday, October 11th. Out-of-state college nights will be held October 7th at 
Monarch High School and October 8th at Lakewood High School. Mountain Vista 
High School will be hosting an In-State and Out-of-State College Fair and Workshop 
on October 10th. Please see Naviance for more information.

Thank you to our volunteers!  The Counseling Department is grateful to our volunteers. Thanks to Coleen 
Helmreich, Christina Dinegar, Ann Witherspoon and Amy Davis who greet each college representative and 
ensure they are welcome. They do an amazing job assisting counselors in continuing to educate college 
representatives about D’Evelyn. Volunteers also provide the college representative with our school profile 
and counselors’ business cards. These volunteers have also updated our College Destination Map with the 
graduates of 2015. Stop by and check it out!  

Financial Aid Night:  Mark your calendars for October 29th at 6:00pm. You don’t want to miss Financial Aid 
Night for college bound students and their parents, here at D’Evelyn. Everyone is welcome to attend.

Counselor Support:  The counselors are always available to meet with students and families. Students can 
come into the office to sign up for an appointment. Counselors support students in all areas that impact student 
academic success.

PSAT Preparation Class: ZAPS will be providing a test preparation seminar on October 6th and 7h from 
1:45 – 4:15 pm. The cost is $75 for both sessions. Families should have received a mailer at home with more 
information. To secure a spot, please register at www.doorwaytocollege.com or call 
877-927-8378.

Anti-Bullying:  As part of our Comprehensive Guidance Curriculum all of the 7th 
graders, and the 8th graders new to D’Evelyn, attended a program about bullying 
and what to do if confronted by negative behaviors, presented by Mr. Northway. 
Students learned why some people choose to bully others, some strategies for 

 
Never be silent 
about bullying 

http://
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dealing with bullies, how the victims of bullying feel, and that SILENCE is what keeps bullies in power. All 
students are encouraged to never be silent about bullying. Students are encouraged to talk to an adult if you or 
someone else is the target of bullying. 

ICAP:  All students should begin working on their Individual Career and Academic Plan (ICAP) at http://
connection.naviance.com/develyn. To log in: the student ID# is both username and password. Students must 
complete all tasks which can be found by going to the My Planner tab and then the Tasks Assigned to Me tab. 
This will be explained to students soon. Parents, please review your student’s ICAP work. There are a lot of 
great resources on Naviance. Students please take advantage of the opportunity to do career exploration on 
Naviance. Go to the CAREERS tab and you will find some wonderful interest inventories for your student 
that will help him/her start thinking about what their strengths and interests are and align them with potential 
careers:

• Do What You Are Survey
• Career Interest Profiler
• Cluster Finder

We would encourage all students to take advantage of these great interest surveys.

You will also be able to research specific careers in Naviance by putting a career 
or a job in the Career Search box. This will connect you with an overview of that 
career, specific knowledge and skills that are required for that career, typical tasks and activities associated 
with that career and potential earnings. It is a fantastic tool for researching different career options. 

Please spend some time exploring all the great information available.

Testing Day will take place on Wednesday, October 14th, from 7:35 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. All 11th graders will 
take the PSAT, the National Merit Qualifying Exam and practice for the SAT. Students in the 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th 
and 12th grades will not attend school that day. If a student is unable to attend on October 14th, there is no 
make-up testing available. No lunch or busing will be provided on this day.

 
The annual Jamin B. Wilson Excellence in Education Awards (see related story-
LIVE.BE.DO.ACT.ENJOY. on page 8 are growing again!  These two cash awards were 
initially $1,500 in 2008 and increased to $2,000 in 2011. In 2016, the amount of these 
two awards will increase once again to $2,500!  Please see the related story on these 
awards and take the time to nominate a deserving D'Evelyn community member. After 
all, there are 2,500 excellent reasons for doing so!  

 

http://connection.naviance.com/develyn.
http://connection.naviance.com/develyn.
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STUDENT CONTRIBUTIONS

Camp Magic
By Ally Swadburg 

 
Get over your fears. That’s what my 

counselors said we would be able to do by the 
end of our leadership program. But how was I 
supposed to do that if I had already faced all my 
fears? I thought scary things were fun. I would 
always try to put myself in risky situations, 
especially if someone else was afraid to. 
Nothing dangerous scared me. Cliff jumping? 
Fun. Roller coasters? Easy. Doing a dare? 
No problem. Haunted houses? Why not. All I 
needed was a few seconds of adrenaline and 
the rest was simple. It was easier to face scary 
things head on rather than think them through. 

A few weeks before, while playing flashlight tag with my friends, I had made a point of running off and 
climbing to the top of the baseball fence just to feel daring. It wasn’t until I was sitting at the top that I started 
to realize the only thing supporting me in the dark was my body, which was shaking uncontrollably. After 
helping me down, my friends interrogated me, asking why I was up there in the first place. I told them that it 
looked fun, but deep down I knew I just wanted to impress them. 

At camp I think I was expected to be afraid of going on a four day backpacking trip, living in a tipi, 
mountain biking, taking care of kids, and making my own food. The only thing that truly scared me when I 
arrived on the first day was what the other campers thought of me. I reasoned that if other people couldn’t 
accept me, I would never be able to accept myself, and then I wouldn’t have any fun. 

As soon as I heard that we were doing the legendary high ropes course I knew it would be simple to prove 
myself. Taking risks was easy for me and it was something I was good at. I could show off right away. All I 
would need to do is zip line with ease, walk the catwalk, maybe even do some cool yoga poses while I was up 
there. Simple. I was anticipating everyone else to be nervous and afraid of heights, making it even easier for 
me to stand out. 

Walking closer to the course it seemed even more magical, like I was finally seeing something for the first 
time. Suspended at least 20 feet in the air between two large poles was the catwalk beam, only a few inches in 
diameter. Essentially it was an extreme version of a balance beam. 

After strapping on my harness and putting on my bright blue helmet, I tried to contain my excitement. 
Looking around I was curious as to how everyone else was preparing. One girl was looking up at the catwalk 
with her mouth open and her face pale. A boy I had befriended earlier that day was asking the counselors if 
legally we were allowed to do this. Another girl was arguing with the instructors telling them stubbornly that 
she would not be participating, as they tried to force a helmet on her head. This gave me the extra push to 
volunteer myself to go first. 

Photograph by Aaron Selin
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I was calm and felt relieved that nothing could scare me. Behind the ropes course was the beautiful Rocky 
Mountains and a blue sky with no clouds. Ahead of me I had 2 weeks of fun and amazing experiences. It was 
the perfect day for me to show off and nothing could go wrong. One of the rope instructors called me over to 
start briefing me on the rules and procedures of the course. I nodded my head as if I had done this a million 
times, because I was so anxious to go already. I should have listened better, but figured it couldn’t be that hard. 

Once he finally gave me the okay, I grabbed the first wrung and began climbing. It turned out there wasn’t 
actually a ladder but rather pieces of metal sticking out of the pole to be in convenient places for your feet and 
hands. I wondered if this really was safe after all, but figured I would keep going anyways. I wanted to get up 
as fast as possible so the other campers could see how fearless I was. Each wrung felt like a step towards a 
new happier me. 

I was almost halfway up when I started to process what was actually happening. I was climbing up a pole, 
with nothing to catch me, but my harness. If I did slip, the harness could break and then I’d be a goner. I tried 
to push these doubts out of my head with reassurance that everyone would see how brave I was. Looking 
down I was disappointed to see that no one was even watching. They were all talking together, making jokes, 
laughing, being themselves, and having fun. I felt a sudden pang of jealousy, because that’s what I really 
wanted. I wanted to feel happy with myself, not worrying about what other people were thinking. I wanted to 
be down there with them.

With these thoughts suddenly clouding my previously determined mind, I realized I had stopped climbing. 
I also noticed that the wind was blowing. The pole was swaying slowly like trees in a wind storm. I actually 
started to feel scared. For once, there wasn’t an easy way out. I couldn’t just jump. I had to finish climbing 
up and walk across the catwalk before I could go down. The further I went up the more I started shaking. My 
entire body suddenly didn’t feel like my body. This had to be someone else. I wasn’t supposed to be afraid of 
anything. Unfamiliar feelings of fear were enveloping me, making me more and more afraid. I was starting to 
wonder if this was legally safe after all. 

After getting to the small platform at the top, I held desperately to the pole hoping it could somehow erase 
this memory completely and take me somewhere else. Looking across to the other side made me dizzy and 
disoriented. The log looked like it was spinning. Everything was spinning. I would never make it and the 
instructor would have to come up and rescue me. Now everyone was watching me and they were probably 
thinking about what a wimp I am. They were deciding right then that I wasn’t good enough. 

“You can do it Ally!” 
“I believe in you!” 
“You’re so brave! Keep going!”

Dozens of encouraging remarks caught me by surprise. They didn’t care that I was scared. Maybe I didn’t 
need to be completely fearless or perfect to make friends. I just had to live my life and stop worrying about 
what other people thought of me. These people I hardly knew saw me hugging the pole, scared for my life, and 

 

Maybe I didn’t need to be completely fearless or perfect to make friends. I just had to live my 
life and stop worrying about what other people thought of me. 
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still accepted me. They weren’t judging me and actually wanted me to succeed. I should be able to succeed if I 
want to. I could decide how I wanted to live my life. I didn’t have to spend so much time worrying about other 
people and being perfect to them, because my own happiness should come first and the rest will follow. 

This all was running through my head as I slowly took my first step onto the beam, suspended 25 feet in 
the air with nothing underneath. I closed my eyes and took a deep breath, letting the cool mountain air fill my 
lungs. Continued cheers from below told me to keep going. Slowly step by step I was making it across to the 
other side. I found myself finally saying, “I’m doing this and it scares me” with confidence. 

Getting to the other side I realized my counselors were right. I had gotten over my fear. Fear of my self 
esteem. 
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