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Greetings, D’Evelyn families,

We hope you enjoy reading 
the September issue of Jaguar 
Tracks, which is published with 
the support of your D’Evelyn 
Education Foundation (DEF). 

—the Jaguar Tracks publication 
staff

SEPTEMBER 2015

CONNECTING THE 
CLASSROOM TO OUR 
COMMUNITY
By TONY EDWARDS, principal 

I hope all families are excited the school year is underway. I take 
pleasure in observing the learning in our classrooms and the possibilities 
ahead of us as we help students grow in another year of school and 
extracurricular pursuits. 

I am excited to announce that D’Evelyn is the only Jefferson County 
school to be ranked in Newsweek’s Top 500 High Schools in the Nation. 
Schools were ranked using a broad range of data to determine which 
schools best prepare students for college, including a measuring of 
graduation rates, college readiness scores, and ACT scores. D’Evelyn 
earned the ranking of the 2nd Best School in Colorado and 81st in the 
nation. US News and World Reports also listed D’Evelyn as the 4th Best 
School in Colorado. While D’Evelyn does not alter its program to achieve 
high ranks, it is a testament to the strength of our staff, students and families 
that we receive such positive recognition. Great job, Jags!

In addition to the newest Jags joining us as students this year, we also 
have a few new faces within our faculty ranks. Please join me in welcoming 
the newest members of our school, many of whom will join us at the 1st 
Accountability Committee meeting of the year on September 8 in the 
D’Evelyn Library at 5:30 pm. 

Our math department will be welcoming three new members. Cindy 
Cannon will be joining us from Chatfield High School where she has 
been teaching math for the past several years, including AP Calculus 
BC, where 100% of her students received the highest score of 5 out of 
5 on the AP exam. She will be teaching some of our Pre-Algebra, Pre-
Calculus/Trigonometry, and Calculus courses. We welcome Debra Pruit 
from Columbine High School where she has taught math and will now 
be teaching Algebra 2 and Algebra Basic Skills courses. Finally, Preston 
Slaughter, who most recently taught AP Calculus at Arvada High School, 
is also joining the math department. He looks forward to teaching Pre-
Calculus/Trigonometry and Algebra 1 at D’Evelyn. 

(Continued on Page 2)
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The D’Evelyn social studies department will have 
two new additions this year. Dan Wille, a 2005 graduate 
of D’Evelyn, looks forward to joining the D’Evelyn 
community again while teaching 8th grade US History 
and 7th grade Geography courses. The social studies 
department is also excited to introduce Jennifer 
Nickerson, a transplant to Colorado from New Hampshire. 
She takes on the exciting role of leading students in 
our Eastern and Western Religions electives, Eastern 
Civilizations, and some of our Lifetime Fitness classes. 

D’Evelyn wishes our departing staff members George 
Dinwiddie, Emily Lindsey, Pario Lee Law, Troy Pachner, 
and Micah Porter the best of luck as they start their 
next journeys beyond D’Evelyn in future job pursuits, 
retirement, or a brief leave of absence. 

As we start another year, I want to encourage parents 
and students to use our communication methods to 
stay connected and reach out directly to individuals 
to troubleshoot areas of concern or to offer praise. All 
members of the D’Evelyn faculty and staff will work 
with students to ensure they are held to high academic 
and behavioral standards as they strive to achieve in our 
challenging program. I also encourage students to speak 
directly with staff to aid them with any questions or needs 
that may arise. Working directly with staff will limit any 
miscommunication and will help build understanding in 
the process of preparing students to be effective citizens in 
their community. 

D’Evelyn utilizes a variety of tools to aid in 
communication of the many aspects of our school 
structures. The communication hub of D’Evelyn is our 
school homepage at: Develynjags.org.

On the homepage individuals can subscribe to receive 
Daily Announcements. Students will continue to listen 

to the announcements at the start of 3rd hour following 
the Pledge of Allegiance. In addition, we will utilize the 
Daily Announcements distribution list to communicate 
nonemergency but interesting information to our 
community. The homepage contains links to the School 
and Sports Calendars. Here you will find information 
regarding events of all types occurring at D’Evelyn, 
including parent meetings. Our homepage also has links 
to the latest Steering Committee Agendas and Steering 
Committee Minutes to stay informed on the important 
work Steering conducts throughout the school year to 
protect and guide the D’Evelyn program. 

It is imperative that all families update their information 
in JeffcoConnect. This information allows us to send 
report cards and other information home, call if we must 
contact you, as well as send essential school messages. 
JeffcoConnect is also where families can sign-off on the 
Conduct Code acknowledgement, Bring Your Own Device 
Policy, and Internet Use Agreements. 

Through our webpage, students and parents will have 
access to Campus Portal (Parent Portal). The Campus 
Parent Portal provides parents access to their student's 
grades, class schedules and attendance information. We 
encourage parents to monitor student grades as teachers 
update and communicate student progress through their 
grade books. 

Finally, all staff members have Staff Webpages. 
These can be found through our staff tab at the top of our 
homepage. The webpages contain contact information, 
assignments and the course syllabus.

I anticipate the start of the year to be a smooth transition 
for the entire community and I look forward to an 
opportunity to say hello to all of you throughout the year. 

https://sites.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/develyn-hs/
https://sites.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/develyn-hs/
https://sites.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/develyn-hs/
https://sites.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/develyn-hs/
https://docs.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=amVmZmNvc2Nob29scy51c3xzdGVlcmluZy1jb21taXR0ZWV8Z3g6MTI4MGExYmFiMGVhZjQzMg
https://sites.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/steering-committee/2015-2016
https://sites.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/steering-committee/2015-2016
https://jeffcoconnect.jeffco.k12.co.us/
https://campus.jeffco.k12.co.us/campus/portal/jeffco_IC.jsp
https://sites.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/develyn-hs/Staff-Contact-List
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DEF SUBCOMMITTEES | DPA

Celebrate the Arts 
with DPA
by JANET PIKE, DPA president

D’Evelyn Performing Arts (DPA) boosters have plenty to 
celebrate and support this year.  Fall semester activities schedule 
is listed to the right.  Please attend these performances and see 
talented students fill your evening with memorable music and 
drama. Watch school announcements for more information or see 
DPA’s webpage, and be sure to like us on Facebook!

9/18:  Fall Talent Show
10/5:  Jr. High School Choir Concert
10/6:  High School Choir Concert
10/7:  Instrumental Music Concert
10/22-24:  Fall Play “The Man Who Came To Dinner”
11/7:  Thespian Troupe Show
11/20:  Feastival of Fun Improv Comedy Show
12/7:  Jr. High Choir Concert 
12/8:  High School Choir Concert
12/9:  Orchestra Concert l
12/10:  Band Concert
12/11-12:  Bru Ha Ha Improv Comedy Show

FROM THE HALLS

BYOD (Bring Your Own Device)  
By LISA PORTER, Teacher Librarian/Technology Coordinator

In an effort to accommodate student’s use of personal 
electronic devices as part of the overall learning 
environment and to provide access to a secure wireless 
network, the Jeffco-Instructional (BYOD) network is now 
available in the list of wireless networks at D’Evelyn.

 
Students will not automatically be able to connect their 

personal devices to the Jeffco-Instructional network. Both 
the student and a Parent/Guardian must agree to opt in to 
the network through Jeffco Connect. The Parent/Guardian 

also has an additional step of “allowing” their student to 
use the BYOD network. All three must happen in Jeffco 
Connect before a student can be allowed access onto 
the BYOD network - the student must sign, the Parent/
Guardian must sign, and the Parent/Guardian must allow.

 
If you need help,
 
•         Student instructions can be found here.
•         Parent/Guardian instructions can be found here.

https://sites.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/dpa/ 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1weijA46ISIPFd_uwPG6r14WRlfJw-YGHz3eniwvxusA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bg8PwijrLaKSF_CxY5xEOY7g1G6SLrW9AbfVABkpa9U/edit


4 SEPTEMBER 2015 | JAGUAR TRACKS

FROM THE HALLS

Tip of the Tongue: Make it Stick Neuroscience and 
Effective Language Learning
by PIERRE D. HABEL, Latin teacher

        It’s back to school and it’s back to study of a second language for the vast majority of D’Evelyn students. It’s thus fitting 
to discuss learning strategies that maximize students’ mastery of French, Latin, or Spanish. I took some time this summer to 
develop my instructional skills by reading a revealing study of the neuroscience of optimal learning, Make It Stick: The Science of 
Successful Learning by Peter C. Brown et al.,  (Cambridge: Harvard UP, 2014). My goal in doing so was to acquire techniques for 
more effective lesson design. I share here four tested and proven approaches to maximal mastery so that you can help your student 
increase his or her success.

Desirable Difficulty
        A key transferable asset for students as they learn in any discipline is the realization that building some difficulty into one’s 

study routine fosters effective learning. Neuroscientific research demonstrates that overcoming short-term impediments leads to 
stronger and more lasting retention. Re-reading textbooks and highlighted notes is easy and builds recognition, but recognition does 
not build reliable recall, production skills, or a capacity for analysis. D’Evelyn students will benefit from early adoption of a study 
scheme that incorporates information retrieval strategies, which, though hard at the beginning of a lesson, lead to growth through 
meaningful repetition. 

Learn in All Modes
Each student tends to have an “easier” mode of learning (visual, auditory, kinesthetic, etc.). Following on research establishing 

the value of desirable difficulty, neuroscientists have found that learning primarily in one’s preferred style is actually less powerful 
than learning in multiple modes. Students who build study routines in which they practice the elements and use of language in all 
modes (writing, speaking aloud, reading, listening) will gain mastery sooner. In other words, vocabulary and conjugations can and 
should be practiced in writing, visually, and (with the right study partner or technology) orally and aurally. 

Space and Interleave Learning
Massed practice (studying with one focus in a single long setting) is not the way to win, especially when it happens the day 

before the test! From the beginning of a unit, students each day should do multiple shorter study and learning sessions. Effective 
learning can now be running through retrieval of vocabulary (in multiple modes!), now verb conjugation (in multiple modes!), or 
now practicing dialogue with a friend. Interleaving (working in learning and study activities for other courses between study of the 
Foreign Language material) multiplies the enhanced learning power of using spaced and varied modes of practice. 

Calibration
It does no good for a student to wait until a quiz or test to demonstrate how much he or she knows. Calibration is the use of 

learning behaviors (flashcards with Dad, written reproduction of vocab or conjugations that Mom can check against the original list 
or textbook, peer quizzing about concepts or skills found in notes, computer drill) which give a student an authentic gauge of current 
mastery and, more importantly, a guage of what errors need to be corrected for total mastery. Parents, this is a powerful way to 
support your son or daughter with the essential elements of language learning!

Moving Forward
Of course Make It Stick discusses these strategies (and others!) in greater detail. I encourage any parent or educator interested 

in enhancing student learning to read it. As your child learns the rich content of D’Evelyn Foreign Language courses and builds 
mastery of speaking, writing, and comprehension skills, he or she will benefit from implementing these four strategies as a start. 
Mastery of a second language requires that students build stronger and faster neural pathways by working to retrieve information 
from memory, by correcting errors, and by repetition until largely free of error. Especially in the sequentially-structured foreign 
language classroom at D’Evelyn, making knowledge stick for three, four, five years and beyond is critical. I hope that sharing these 
strategies give a sense of how to begin making it so!
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D’EVELYN EDUCATION FOUNDATION

A New School Year – Off and Running! 
By JILL JORDAN, DASH Event Director

The 15th annual D’Evelyn DASH was a terrific kickoff for the school year. More than 25 student groups and sponsors set up 
activity and information booths, and walkers and runners in the 5K and the 2K enjoyed a beautiful morning. Thank you to all who 
registered for the 5K or 2K, bought a shirt, donated, volunteered, sponsored, hosted a booth, bought a raffle ticket, or gave your 
time or talent in any way. You made the DASH a great day! Proceeds are managed by the D’Evelyn Education Foundation and are 
distributed throughout the year to benefit arts, academics, activities, and athletics. Full coverage of the DASH will be included in 
October, but a few photos are included in this issue of Jaguar Tracks, with more on the DEF Facebook page, https://www.
facebook.com/pages/DEvelyn-Education-Foundation/364165173680729?fref=ts

Registration Sponsor   Power Sponsor    Raffle Sponsors
           

Contributing Sponsors           
           Course Sponsors

Dave Pike 720-849-4619

Finish Line Sponsors

Friends of D’Evelyn Sponsors

Use as Ad/ and place anywhere you like in newsletter. I think we can use .jpg below 

North Metro 
ID

Specialist, 
PC

EMI Automotive 
Group

4955 S. Broadway
303-761-7667

Carol Webber
www.advocare.
com/120213923 

Jeff and Toni Olson
 303-912-2263 
www.wellnourished.com

FLEET SHEETS Commercial Printing

https://www.facebook.com/pages/DEvelyn-Education-Foundation/364165173680729?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/pages/DEvelyn-Education-Foundation/364165173680729?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/pages/DEvelyn-Education-Foundation/
www.advocare.com
www.advocare.com
www.wellnourished.com


THE DASH 2015........Photos courtesy of Sheri Trevenna and Janet Pike
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STEERING COMMITTEE

Maintaining D’Evelyn’s Founding Vision 
By PIERRE D. HABEL, Teacher Member of Steering Committee

A crucial part of the Steering Committee’s perennial 
responsibilities is preservation of the vision for D’Evelyn’s 
curriculum as set out in D'Evelyn's Founding Document. 
The majority of the vision for sequential learning and skill 
development across the 5 essential academic disciplines of the 
Liberal Arts (English, Social Studies, Mathematics, Science, and 
Foreign Language) with meaningful electives is contained in 
the Program Narratives portion of the document. The Program 
Narratives condense into a mere ten pages the value of students’ 
in-depth study of these disciplines both in their own rights and 
as part of rich interdisciplinary investigation. In D’Evelyn’s very 
early days, the first Steering Committee worked in partnership 
with the new school’s teachers to flesh out the Program Narratives 
into full curricula. Textbooks, novels, and plays were elected 
and scope-and-sequence documents were composed to spell 
out the essential content and concepts of each course. Proof of 
the brilliance of that partnership lies in the countless academic 
accomplishments of students at D’Evelyn and beyond. The words 
of the Founders have been validated, “with the broad background 
of knowledge that will be gained by this content-rich course of 
study, graduates of this school will have many choices open to 
them.”

Decades later, textbooks are being replaced, the sequence 
in which some novels are taught is being changed, and even 
at D’Evelyn external pressures (revised state standards and 
testing, modifications to AP courses by the College Board) are 
constant. How can D’Evelyn maintain its founding vision when 
such factors glare in the eyes of staff and students alike? The 
answer is, even if not brief and simple, known and achievable: 
it is a return to regular partnership between Steering Committee, 
administration, teaching staff, and parents to carefully select 
new textbooks, to examine and evaluate curricular structure, 
instructional methodology, and student outcomes. In short, 
Steering Committee ensures that the school carries out a regular 
and systematic process of curricular review.

Last year, Steering spent considerable time drafting and 
refining a streamlined process for conducting such reviews. These 
efforts included a pilot of the review process for an existing 
course, English 8, and a recently added course, AP Latin: Caesar 
and Vergil. Discussion in these reviews relied on the Program 
Narratives and the original scope and sequence documents for 
these courses as a touchstone to assess the strengths, weaknesses, 
and longitudinal consistency of the D’Evelyn curriculum. 
Teachers, administration, and parents all played a part in bringing 
the courses into closer alignment with other offerings of the 
department and of the school as a whole.

In the coming year, Steering Committee and D’Evelyn staff 
will be busy again choosing new textbooks for several courses 
and will finalize policy, process, and calendar for conducting 
future curricular reviews. We will certainly be weighing how 
the recent curricular additions and modifications to AP Art, 
AP Chemistry, AP Psychology, and AP Spanish are meeting 
the needs of D’Evelyn students and fulfilling the goals set for 
them when those course changes were approved. Teachers have 
also recommended review of several existing courses, such as 
Geometry, British Literature, and Western Civilization, as well as 
a close examination of whether Algebra Basic Skills is living up 
to its original purpose of offering extra support for students who 
might otherwise struggle in Algebra 1. 

In all of the reviews, parent participation is crucial. A parent 
member of Steering Committee always serves on a review 
committee, but our policies also require parent participation from 
the broader community. If you are interested in learning more 
about this important opportunity to help maintain D’Evelyn’s 
Founding Vision, come to a Steering Committee meeting or 
e-mail us to help us understand how your background or expertise 
can help in the all-important process of Curricular Review.

Well Done D'Evelyn! 
By RALPH K. SPENCER, D’Evelyn Education Foundation Board of Directors

D'Evelyn ranked 81st best in Newsweek Magazine’s list of the top 500 high schools in 
America. D’Evelyn is the only Colorado non-charter high school to appear in the top 100 
schools listed!  Considering there are more than 24,000* public secondary schools in the 
nation, the D'Evelyn Jaguars have once again done themselves proud!  GO JAGS!      

*Source:  U.S. Dept. of Education, National Center for Education Statistics (2015). Digest of Education Statistics, 2013 (NCES 
2015-011), Table 105.50.

https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=amVmZmNvc2Nob29scy51c3xkZXZlbHluLWhzfGd4OjczNjk5OThjOWU0ZjAxMjQ


FROM THE HALLS

Recognizing Mr. John Cappello, Our September 
2015 Teacher of the Month

By Josh Griffin, assistant principal

Each month, the D’Evelyn administration will recognize a winner of the Teacher of the Month 
Award. The award recipients will be chosen based upon nominations from members of the D’Evelyn 
faculty and staff. Teachers may be nominated and subsequently recognized for Instructional 
Excellence, Peer Support, Community Service, Dedication, or Leadership.

 
The Teacher of the Month for September is Mr. John Cappello. John is serving his third year as 

a D’Evelyn teacher, and he teachers 7th grade Life Science. He was 
recognized for Instructional Excellence, Peer Support, and Dedication. 
Mr. Cappello maintains excellent communication with students and 

parents, treats his students respectfully, and ensures that his subject matter is fun and interesting for 
his students. He truly cares about each of his students and works tirelessly to support their academic 
success. In his spare time, Mr. Cappello has positively impacted his fellow faculty members, 
spending extensive hours during the first week back in August offering support and mentorship to 
new D’Evelyn faculty members. 

 
The D’Evelyn community is very fortunate to have Mr. Cappello as a member of the faculty. Please join me in congratulating 

Mr. Cappello for this wonderful honor!

D’Evelyn’s Secret to Success   
By RALPH K. SPENCER, D’Evelyn Education Foundation Board of Directors

Lindsey Sustad, one of 64 students in D’Evelyn’s first graduation class, made the following 1998 graduation speech. 
This speech is a MUST READ for our new parents, students and anyone who has not yet seen it. Lindsey’s intuitive leap of 
understanding - that her D’Evelyn experience was actually part of a grand plan devised by our amazing D’Evelyn founders – is 
one that will be shared by many seniors. I hope her speech provides some solace to those students (and parents) who may be 
wondering if it is worth all the time and effort they put forth every day. Thank you, Lindsey, for sharing your epiphany of our 
amazing school like no one else could. 

“Teachers are constantly bombarded with the question, ‘Are we ever going to have to use this in real life?’ Earlier this year I discovered 
the answer. It was a surprising realization, but when it dawned on me, the entire philosophy of D’Evelyn made sense. In 9th and 10th 
grade, we took a variety of core classes in which our brains were loaded with basic information of the subjects. During those two years, 
I learned more facts, stats, and general stuff than I ever thought I would need to know. I sometimes got frustrated and often wondered 
where in the world I would ever have to know how to do any of this stuff. I mean, come on: An algebraic proof? Cause and effect essays? 
The periodic table? Little did I know the answer was right around the corner!

In 11th grade, while we were still being bombarded with knowledge, we were actually forced to use it. The periodic table came back 
to haunt me in Physics. I was also shocked that I had to use what I had learned in math the last two years to do my Physics homework. 
We had to write papers of significant length, including a few cause and effect essays, in American History and Physics. This also meant 
we had to use the grammar and language skills we learned in English in 9th grade. While this secret plot between the teachers had been 
going on all along, it wasn’t evident to me.

8 SEPTEMBER 2015 | JAGUAR TRACKS
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It became even clearer this year. Those algebraic proofs have taught me problem-solving skills I often utilize in other areas of my 
life. We are constantly making connections in Senior English to the books we read in 9th and 10th grade. With a knowledge base of 
American history from my junior year, my understanding of American government and economic systems has been accelerated this 
year. We, as students, have done less busy work and more thinking. Senior teachers have done less talking while we have been left to do 
more discussing. We learn by working and plowing through things on our own, using our acquired knowledge and critical thinking skills 
as our only tools.

From all of this I have learned that school actually does apply to ‘real life.’ The history I learned helps me to understand the 
newspaper I read every morning. I see physics and chemistry at work every time I do something so small as to open my refrigerator. 
But perhaps the scariest thing of all happened as I drove down the road listening to my radio. As I listened to the words of a popular hit 
song, I saw it directly relating to the book we were currently discussing in English. If that isn’t a real-life application, I don’t know what is. 

As a graduate today, I feel confident in taking my first step into this ‘real’ world because of all the skills and knowledge I have 
acquired from my work at D’Evelyn. I, along with these grads, have acquired an educated awareness of how this world around us works. 
This educated awareness has given us the confidence and amazing acquired ability to make intelligent arguments in heated debates 
among adults. We can make connections between literature and psychology or sociology and international relations.

Taking D’Evelyn smarts to the streets is to understand and analyze the world with an educated view. Life is much fuller for one who is 
educated and aware. So the next time I feel tempted to ask the purpose of learning something, I think I’ll stop, trust the teacher, and look 
for the opportunity to apply the knowledge to my ‘real life’ world.”

DEF SUBCOMMITTEES | D'EVELYN PERFORMING ARTS

“Young Frankenstein” to 
compete for Bobby G Awards   
By Janet Pike, DPA president

 
For the first time, the D’Evelyn musical will be in competition for the Bobby G Awards. The Bobby G Awards, named 

for Broadway touring pioneer Robert Garner, is both a local high school musical theatre celebration and a participant in 
the National High School Musical Theatre Awards every spring in New York City.

 
Only 35 high school musical theatre programs in Colorado are chosen to have their shows adjudicated by professional 

theatre experts. Participating schools receive detailed feedback on their musical production and may be nominated for 
the annual awards show, modeled after the Tony Awards and held in The Buell Theatre. This is a very big honor, and 
D’Evelyn is fortunate to have this kind of professional attention.

Students and educators are honored in the areas of performance, design, direction, choreography, technical 
production and overall production excellence. Schools will also receive discounted tickets and a Q&A session with 
cast and crew members at a select performance of an upcoming DCPA Broadway performance at The Buell, and one 
personal master class session with an Education theatre teacher.

http://www.nhsmta.com/
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DEF SUBCOMMITTEES | DINNER AUCTION

Presenting Starry Starry Night 
by LISA BAIRD

D'Evelyn's Annual Dinner Auction, Starry Starry Night, is pleased to announce our new 
presenting sponsor, Salient Power Engineering, LLC. Salient Power Engineering, LLC is an 
accommodating, hard-working high voltage engineering consulting firm based in Colorado led by 
president, Andy Leoni. 

It doesn't matter if your student is an athlete, musician, singer, future lawyer or actor, the D’Evelyn Education Foundation (DEF) 
plays a role in supporting them. All the money raised at the Dinner Auction, our largest fundraising event, supports DEF, and 
consequently, our students and teachers. This support makes D’Evelyn the remarkable school that it is. There are many ways you can 
support the Dinner Auction:

Attend! Saturday, November 14th, we are planning an amazing evening with dinner, a silent and live auction, entertainment, a 
live band, and dancing at Pinehurst Country Club.

Become a sponsor. The Auction home page https://sites.google.com/site/defstarrynight/sponsorship-levels includes 
links with detailed information about how to become a sponsor. Please contact Sheri Trevenna at sheri.trevenna@q.com or 303-
946-0823 to discuss how we might help your business while helping the students at D’Evelyn. Thank you to our sponsors who have 
already pledged their support of this important event:

    Gold    The Wealth Strategies Group 
    Silver    NP3 LLC
        Brown & Tedstrom, Inc
        Bank of Denver
    Night in Shining Armor  Mathnasium of Littleton 

Donate. Donations are a great way to promote a product or a business. Many of our best donations come from our community. 
Check out ideas for donations on our donations page. https://sites.google.com/site/defstarrynight/donation-ideas

Volunteer. Become a part of the Auction Committee. Peruse our opportunities,  big and small,  If the link does not work, cut and 
paste into your internet browser.  http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d45aeac23a75-develyn  We'd love to have you.

https://sites.google.com/site/defstarrynight/sponsorship
mailto:sheri.trevenna@q.com
https://sites.google.com/site/defstarrynight/donation
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d45aeac23a75
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D’EVELYN EDUCATION FOUNDATION

2015 Senior Banquet Review 
Scholarship/Award Presentations
By RALPH K. SPENCER, D’Evelyn Education Foundation Board of Directors 

 
The annual Senior Banquet, held on May 21, 2015 at the 

Arvada Center, was a very special event for all D’Evelyn seniors. 
After all, D’Evelyn students can only attend one senior banquet 
in their lifetime and bask in the glow of their achievements over 
the last 4/6 years. As everyone knows, graduating from D’Evelyn 
is a significant achievement! Allow me to summarize the 22 
senior award presentations made that night, not only to honor our 
graduated seniors, but also to recognize two D’Evelyn teachers 
who claimed three additional awards.  

Brianna Federico and Matthew Burnett were each awarded 
$1,000 Academic Opportunity Scholarships. Brianna was one 
of two seniors to be called to the podium twice as she also 
was presented with the $250 William R. and Helen J. Dowdle 
scholarship. Kiralyn Tuttle took home the $1,000 Performing 
Arts Choral/Vocal Scholarship. Justin Walthier was awarded the 
$1,000 Carolyn DeRaad Scholarship while DeWitt Davis won 
the $600 Dr. Peter Silvaggio Excellence in Physics Scholarship. 
A.J. Jordan received the $1,000 David S. D’Evelyn Scholarship 
and Alexander Eid, the second double winner of the evening, 
was the recipient of both the $1,000 Kathi Pitzer Scholarship 
and the $1,500 Lynne Murphy Performing Arts Scholarship. 
Annika Kraakevik received the $1,000 Performing Arts Drama 
Scholarship. The JAG’s Outstanding Athlete Scholarships 
of $1,000 each were awarded to Claire Goldstein and Grant 
Witherspoon. The $1,500 LeAnne Hollemans Roscow Award 
went to Simon Krupa. The $500 Rona Burrows Scholarship 
was awarded to Annecy Olson. Sierra Farrar was the recipient 
of the $1,000 Performing Arts Orchestra Scholarship while 
Alexander Moreland received the $1,000 Performing Arts 
Instrumental Scholarship. Three $1,000 scholarships in their 
third year of existence went to Morgan Williams, Marta Vigil 

Excellence in Foreign Language, Katelyn Reeves, Excellence 
in Mathematics, and Amy Zimmermann, Excellence in English. 
The $500 (renewable for 1 year) Bob Graffenberger Scholarship 
went to Mathea Kamin while the $500 Carol J. Mancuso Music 
Scholarship was awarded to Kaylyn Schoen. A new scholarship 
initiated last year, the $1,000 Excellence in History, was awarded 
to Sarah Dinegar. The $250 Senior High School Teacher of the 
Year Award winner, as voted upon by D’Evelyn seniors, was Ms. 
Olivia Schott, Language Department. Please take a moment to 
congratulate the parents (some of whom are still at D’Evelyn) of 
the above scholarship/award winners the next time you see them.

The award ceremony culminated with the presentation 
of two Jamin B. Wilson Excellence in Education (E in E) 
Awards. Jamin B. Wilson graduated from D’Evelyn in 1999 
with an ROTC Scholarship and went on to Harvard and the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (for ROTC). He died 
tragically in an automobile accident in December 2006 while 
commuting to his Air Force job in Germany. Jamin’s parents, 
along with many D’Evelyn community members, friends and 
family supporters, have donated almost $80,000 over the last 
eight years to the D’Evelyn Education Foundation in Jamin’s 
name to award deserving D’Evelyn educators for their own 
“excellence in education”. Each E in E Award winner received 
a $2,000 check, a framed certificate, and an impressive glass 
trophy. The recipients of this year's awards were presented to 
Ms. Olivia Schott, Language Department and Mr. Keith Beams, 
Language/Social Studies. Please take a moment to congratulate 
both teachers who received awards at the Senior Banquet. Their 
names can also be found engraved on two special plaques in the 
school’s front lobby.
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ACCOUNTABILITY COMMITTEE

Come Join Us September 8th 
By DANA MILLER

It's a new year, and a new chance to get involved at D'Evelyn. There is no better way than to attend a monthly 
Accountability Committee (AC) meeting. The AC serves in an advisory role to the principal and Steering Committee. A 
large part of our meetings is informational, but we also discuss ways to enhance the quality of education at D'Evelyn. 
At meetings you will hear from principal, Tony Edwards, as well as teachers and members of the student body. Meeting 
agendas are posted to the D’Evelyn website 24 hours prior to each meeting. At our September 8 meeting, which begins 
at 5:30 p.m. in the library, we will have the pleasure of meeting three of our new teachers. Please consider attending the 
AC meetings and remember, if you are interested in becoming a voting member, you must attend at least one of the first 
three meetings.

 
2015-2016 AC Meeting schedule 

September 8. . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 pm in library
October 13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00 am in auditorium
November 10 . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 pm in library
December 8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00 am in auditorium
January 12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 pm in library
February 9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00 am in auditorium
March 8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 pm in library
April 12  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00 am in auditorium
May 10   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5:30 pm in library

Our 2015-2016 Accountability Committee:
Wendy Campbell is the proud mother of twin juniors and has been a part of the D’Evelyn community for the last four 

years. Valerie Jahr is the parent of an 8th grade son, and is in her second year at D'Evelyn. Carrie Kollar has a 7th 
grader and one still in elementary school. She is a lifelong resident of Jefferson County and a product of Jeffco Schools. 
Dana Miller has a freshman this year with two more children who will be attending D’Evelyn in future years. 

Accountability meetings are ideal for not only staying up to date on what is happening with your child/ren's school, 
class, and education but also a great way for you to give back to our great school. 

FROM THE HALLS

What You Need to Know About 
Standardized Testing This Year  
By JOSH GRIFFIN, assistant principal

 
Recent changes in Colorado state law and Jefferson 

County Public School policy will noticeably impact 
D’Evelyn Junior/Senior High School students during 
the 2015-2016 school year. Please review the following 
overview of new district standardized testing at 
D’Evelyn this year. As additional tests approach, I 
will distribute more testing specifics and logistical 
information via the School Messenger, parent & student 
announcements, and the D’Evelyn faculty & staff.

 
Jefferson County Public Schools has begun to use 

Measurements of Academic Progress (MAP) testing for 

their ongoing interim assessments in English Language 
Arts, Math, and Science. The tests are electronic and 
adaptive to student performance levels. Additionally, 
student performance data will be available to their teachers 
within 24 hours. MAP tests measure student growth and 
progress over the course of the academic year and the tests 
are nationally normed.

 
D’Evelyn students will complete MAP testing during 

two windows of the school year. The first window runs 
from August 31 – September 25, and the second window 
runs from May 2 – May 20. Students in grades 7 – 10 

 

ACCOUNTABILITY 
THIS EXIT 
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will complete the ELA test, and students enrolled in Pre-
Algebra, Algebra Basic Skills, Algebra Readiness, Math 7, 
and Algebra/Geometry 1 will complete the math tests. In 
each testing window, students will test for one class period 
(50 minutes) per subject. These tests will be administered 
during regularly scheduled class time by English and Math 
teachers.  D’Evelyn students will not participate in the 
science assessment in 2015-2016. 

 
As we begin this new school year, I very much 

appreciate your encouragement and support of your 
student(s) during their testing windows. Student testing 
data is an important component of the functionality of our 
school, as well as the public school system in general. It 
is our hope that all students participate in standardized 
testing with their best wholehearted effort. The 
encouragement of parents and family members will have 
an important influence on student performance. Thank 
you in advance for supporting your student(s) during our 
mandated testing window.

On a related note, in May the Colorado state legislature 
passed House Bill 15-1323, which Governor Hickenlooper 
subsequently signed into law. Briefly, the law intends to 

reduce state-mandated standardized testing for all students. 
This year, students in grades 7 – 9 will complete PARCC 
math & ELA testing during a single testing window, April 
11 – April 29, 2016. During this window, there will be 
7th grade social studies testing, 8th grade science testing, 
randomly selected high school social studies testing, and 
11th grade science testing. CDE is still determining what 
common test 10th graders will take.  Aspire, a pre-ACT 
test that D’Evelyn sophomores completed last school year, 
is one test that is under consideration.  As has been custom 
for many years now, 11th grade students all across the 
state will take the ACT on a common day (Tuesday, April 
19, 2016). The cumulative impact of this new law is a 
significant reduction in the number of students testing 
as well as the length of time students will be testing for 
PARCC and CMAS. My hope is that the reduced testing 
volume will invigorate our students and encourage their 
best possible performance. 

 
Please join the D’Evelyn administrative team, faculty, 

and staff in supporting our students for their best possible 
individual performances throughout their testing in 2015-
2016.

Counselor Corner
By MOLLY HARRINGTON, JESSICA GERBER, ROB NORTHWAY, SUE BROWN AND 
KIM McSWAIN

The Counseling Department is very excited to start off the 2015-2016 
school year delivering the D’Evelyn Comprehensive Guidance Curriculum 
and state-mandated Individual Career and Academic Plan (ICAP). During September we will meet with 7th graders for 
an anti-bullying program and 12th graders for college and career planning, followed by subsequent grades to ensure all 
students are receiving developmentally appropriate guidance.  

Military Opt-Out Information: Parents of 11th and 12th graders:  The time of year to provide a military recruiting 
list to the 4 branches of the military is approaching. If you DO NOT want your student’s name and contact information 
provided to the military, you must “OPT OUT” in Jeffco Connect before September 15th. This option is in the enrollment 
category of Jeffco Connect. Call me if you would like me to do it for you. I will provide the list to the military on 
September 15th.

Girls’ Mentoring:  The purpose of the D’Evelyn Girls’ Mentoring Program is to support to junior high girls through 
the leadership and experience of senior high girls. We provide a fun experience to help the transition to junior high life. 
Although it was created with junior high girls in mind, both mentors and mentees benefit from relationships established. 
We encourage both Junior and Senior High students to consider taking advantage. 

Boys’ Mentoring: The purpose of the D’Evelyn Boys’ Mentoring Program is to provide personal support and 
friendship to junior high boys through leadership and experience of senior high boys. We want the junior high boys to 
know an older student who has been through junior high and has learned to be successful in school and life in general. 
We provide a fun experience to help the transition into senior high life although both mentors and mentees benefit from 
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relationships established. If you are interested in becoming a part of Boys’ Mentoring, please come to the Counseling 
Office and pick up an enrollment form.

College Night for seniors and their families will be held on Thursday, September 17th at 6:00 pm. Everyone is 
welcome. D’Evelyn High School Counselors and guest speakers will be presenting information relevant to the college 
application process including the Common Application, essay writing and Naviance. We look forward to seeing you there!

College Visits are off to a great start - we already have 35 colleges that have scheduled visits. Check NAVIANCE 
frequently as the calendar changes daily.  Remember to also sign up for counseling during 7th hour on the day of the 
visit. From the dates of October 2nd to October 16,th colleges will be scheduled throughout the day from 7:30 am to 2:30 
pm. Students are allowed to miss class for these visits as long as they do not abuse this privilege. Teachers reserve the 
right to say a student cannot miss their class. For these two weeks, passes will be delivered to you one day ahead of 
time to attend the visits. If you are not at the college visit, we may not have time to track you down, so be sure to put it in 
your student’s planner.

College Visit Sign-Ups:  We are trying something new this year – students, please sign up at least 24 hours in 
advance in Naviance by logging in at  https://connection.naviance.com/family-connection/auth/login?hsid=develyn 
(Remember to use an internet browser other than IE). The login and password are both your STUDENT ID. Please note 
that it will not work if you sign in as a GUEST. 

• Click on the COLLEGE tab 
• Click on VIEW ALL UPCOMING COLLEGE VISITS
• This will take you to the full list of colleges that have a scheduled visit
• Click on the SIGN-UP link next to the college session you want to attend

Experiential Learning in Ireland and the UK
By JENNIFER TOMPKINS & DEB HOLLAND, English & Social Studies teachers

Global awareness is more essential than ever, and the best way to become globally aware is 
by traveling abroad. Experiencing new cultures not only opens students’ eyes to the world, it also 
prepares them for the future. More and more colleges and universities are looking for international 
experience on students’ applications to set them apart. Travel isn’t just educational; it’s an investment 
that gives your child an advantage in a competitive world.

With that in mind, we are excited to announce that a group of D’Evelyn students and teachers will 
travel on a life-changing experiential learning program in Ireland and the UK during the summer of 
2016. Over 9 amazing days, we’ll experience thousands of years of history, from Ireland--the Emerald 
Isle--a small country with a big reputation, to bustling London. Along the way, we’ll journey by ferry 
across the Muir Éireann (Irish Sea) to North Wales, where the 900 year old Caernaerfon Castle awaits. 
We’ll fast forward to the 16th century, setting foot on Shakespeare’s birthplace at Stratford-upon-
Avon. We’ll visit Bath, famous for being a playground for ancient Romans and for its ties to literary 
personalities from Jane Austen to Charles Dickens. We will experience Wordsworth’s wonder at the beauty of Tintern Abbey. Every 
moment will bring a better understanding of life on the British Isles, both past and present.

We will be sharing more about this opportunity at a meeting on Thursday September 17, from 6:30-7pm at D’Evelyn. Please meet 
in Ms. Tompkins room, W208, in the upstairs west wing. If you are already registered for the trip, there is no reason to attend at this 
time.

 
Travel isn’t just educational; it’s an investment that gives your child an advantage in a competitive world. 

 

https://connection.naviance.com/family-connection/auth/login?hsid=develyn
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Girls Jaguar Basketball Club 
By CHRIS OLSON, D'Evelyn High School Basketball coach 

The Jaguar Basketball Club (JBC) is conducting a camp and tryouts for all girls in grades 2-8 
interested in playing basketball this winter. Camp for all grades is set for Sat, Sept 26 from 6-8pm. 
Grades 2-4 will continue camp on Sun, Sept 27 from 12-1:30. Camp will also be used to help organize 
teams. Grades 5-8 will have competitive tryouts on Sun, Sept 27 from 2-3:30pm. Both camps and 
tryouts will be held at D'Evelyn HS. Please contact Coach Olson at cpolson@jeffco.k12.co.us if 
you have any questions or need more information. 

 

MONTHLY COLLEGE PROFILE

University of Portland
At Oregon’s Catholic university, you will learn to think critically, communicate effectively, and respond ethically. Since 1901 

UP has been guided by the Congregation of Holy Cross, a community of Roman Catholic priests and brothers who are dedicated to 
educating students in both mind and heart. . The University is dedicated to the development of the whole person through teaching 
and learning, faith and formation, service and leadership.

Location:   Portland, Oregon
# Students:  3,400

Average GPA: 3.63
Average ACT: 26 

Student to Faculty Ratio: 13:1
Average Class Size: 25 

Tuition: $55,000
% Students that receive Financial Aid:  97%

Average Financial Aid Package: $20,900
Athletics:  15 NCAA Division I teams

What makes the University of Portland Special: 
The Salzburg year – In this yearlong program, students live and study together in the University of Portland’s Salzburg Center 

and explore historical and cultural sites in Europe. Classes are taught in English, except for the German language course. The 
University of Portland also has fall-only and spring-only options in Salzburg, Austria made especially for students in the Nursing and 
Engineering programs.

Fun Facts:
• Students give 171,000 hours in service each year to local and nation organizations.
• $102 million in assistance was awarded to full-time undergraduate students in 2013-2014
• Students can study and volunteer in 16 countries
• UP has ranked as a top 10 western regional university by US News and World Report the last 19 years.

mailto:cpolson@jeffco.k12.co.us
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School Calendar 2015-2016
Please view upcoming events on the 

D'Evelyn school calendar website:
https://sites.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/develyn-hs/
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The Jaguar Tracks is funded by the D’Evelyn Education Foundation http://
www.develyneducationfoundation.org/ 
and is prepared and distributed through volunteer efforts. It is published 
nine times per year (Aug.-May, with a double issue in Dec/Jan.) on the first 
day of the month. Extra copies are available in the main school office. 

All submissions are due by the 20th of the month prior to publication. Due 
to space limitations, not all information may be printed and may be edited. 
All submissions for publication must be sent only by e-mail to: jaguartrax@
yahoo.com  No hardcopy or handwritten articles will be accepted.

D’EVELYN JR./SR. HIGH SCHOOL CONTACT INFORMATION 
Main office number: 303-982-2600
Attendance line: 303-982-5771
Bulletin board: 303-982-5770

VISIT THE D’EVELYN WEBSITE FOR THE MOST UP-TO-DATE 
INFORMATION: 
http://www.develynjags.org

Find us on Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/pages/
DEvelyn-Education-Foundation/364165173

680729?fref=ts

Ice Cream Social 4:30 to 7:30 on 
September 30 outside the large 
gymnasium during Parent Teacher 
Conferences. 

Bring your students to discuss their 
progress with D'Evelyn teachers 
AND enjoy free ice cream, scooped 
by the Board of Directors of the 
D'Evelyn Education Foundation

http://www.develyneducationfoundation.org/
http://www.develyneducationfoundation.org/
mailto:jaguartrax@yahoo.com
mailto:jaguartrax@yahoo.com
http://www.develynjags.org
http://sc.jeffco.k12.co.us/education/components/scrapbook/default.php?sectionid=188 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/DEvelyn-Education-Foundation/364165173680729?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/pages/DEvelyn-Education-Foundation/364165173680729?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/pages/DEvelyn-Education-Foundation/364165173680729?fref=ts

