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Welcome!
By TONY EDWARDS, principal 

D’Evelyn families, I am pleased to welcome you all to the 2013-2014 school year. This 
is an especially exciting year as it marks D’Evelyn’s 20th anniversary of providing 
excellence in a liberal arts education. I am excited to begin my new role as principal at 
D’Evelyn during this celebratory year, and I look forward to contributing to a supportive 
environment that enhances the development of all individuals in the building. Many 
stakeholders at D’Evelyn have been working diligently this summer to ensure that the 
start of the year runs smoothly and that the D’Evelyn students have supports in place to 
begin their mastery of a rigorous liberal arts curriculum. 

In his book, Begin Here, author Jacques Barzun writes, "No school or college or 
university is ever just right; it is only by the constant effort of its teachers that it can even 
be called satisfactory." With this in mind, I understand that while celebrating D’Evelyn’s 
accomplishments, we also require constant and continued effort by ALL involved in the 
program, including staff, students and parents in a shared responsibility for supporting 
our students while keeping the core of our school’s philosophy at the forefront of our 
decisions. 

This year, while supporting and increasing success, I would like to expand our existing 
support structures to assist ALL students in their D’Evelyn journey. Continuing with 
our theme in recent years, we want to ensure that all students have the opportunity 
to THRIVE as Jags. One program we are implementing this year is a newly expanded 
peer tutoring program to better support students at all levels in reaching their academic 
goals. Further information will be delivered in a forthcoming School Messenger. Please 
also monitor our school’s homepage to stay informed on important information such as 
registration, the D’Evelyn Dash, Back-to-School Night and contact information for staff.   

NEWEST JAGS
It is my privilege to introduce the newest members of the D’Evelyn faculty in this initial 
newsletter. Please join me in extending them a warm welcome: 

Math: Alise Williamson joins us from Columbine High School where she has taught 
since 2005. Ms. Williamson will be keeping math students engaged in both Algebra 1 
and Pre-Algebra classes. Sandra Smith also joins the Math department from Collegiate 
Academy, where she has taught since 2007. She will lead students in both our Algebra 1 
and our Algebra Basic Skills courses.  

Social Studies: Stacey McSkimin joins us from Alameda International High School. She 
will teach both 7th grade Geography and 8th grade U.S. History.

Science: Emi Leonard joins us from Ralston Valley High School. She will teach our 
Chemistry and AP Chemistry classes. John Cappelo, from North Arvada Middle, also 
joins our Science Department. He will be engaging students in our 7th grade Life 
Science courses.  

Foreign Language: We welcome Ghislain Sabre, who joins us from his teaching work at 
The Academy. He will be teaching all of our French courses.

Special Education: Joseph Giammona is our new special education teacher, joining 
our team from Green Mountain High School to support students.

(Continued on Page 2)

PRiNciPAllY SPEAkiNg

D’Evelyn Jr./sr. 
High school:  

We Work,  
We Learn,  

We THRIVE!,  
We Love it!
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D’EVElYN AccOUNTABiliTY cOMMiTTEE – FOcUSiNg ON ScHOOl iMPROVEMENT

Up to Date
The 2013-2014 Accountability Committee wants you to stay informed.
By DAViD SODiA, Accountability committee co-chair

Once again it is time for a new school year and all that comes with it: new classes, new friends, and new staff. How do we as 
parents stay in touch with what is happening around and within the D’Evelyn halls? One of the best ways i know is the D’Evelyn 
Accountability committee (A/c). The A/c serves the following purposes:

To serve in an advisory role to:

The principal, Mr. Edwards, who is responsible for ensuring the implementation of the accreditation/accountability process in the  h
school;

The Steering committee whose responsibility is keeping the school true to the •	
founding documents and colorado State education laws;
To plan ways to enhance the quality of education in the school by assessing needs •	
and evaluating, setting, and monitoring building-level goals;

To coordinate input from the principal, staff, parents, students, parent/teacher organizations,  h
community members, and others interested in improving education;

To formulate goals based on local school needs and Steering committee goals, taking into  h
account the district- and state-level goals and requirements;

To participate with the principal, staff, and Steering committee in the cooperative develop- h
ment of an annual Accreditation/School improvement Plan and to approve the resulting plan;

To increase community awareness of the D’Evelyn liberal arts philosophy and the school  h
improvement, accountability, and accreditation/school-improvement processes;

To provide a communication link among the School, Area, and District Accountability  h
committees.

Along with these Rules of Operation purposes, the A/c is the one-stop monthly shopping location for reports from the following:

The principal – Mr. Edwards; h

Student council; h

Steering committee; h

D’Evelyn Education Foundation; h

Our own Success and Sustainability Subcommittee. h

if these are not enough great reasons to join us, then just come for some old-fashioned socializing with the new leadership team: 
(co-)chair David Sodia, Vice (co-)chair Bob chapin, and Recorder Sandy Devin. Please note you must attend one of the first three 
meetings to become a voting member.

Our first meeting of the year will be Sept. 9 at 7 p.m. in the school library (second floor, above main entrance).

Welcome! (Continued from Page 1) 
Finally, the administration team is joined by new assistant principal Mike Little. Mr. Little has extensive experience in education and is 
joining us after serving most recently as the principal at Jefferson High School for the past five years. 

Please remember that my door is always open to meet and converse with parents and students and that there are plenty of ways for parents 
to feel welcomed and involved in our school community.

I am excited to support success by serving the community in the 2013-14 20th anniversary of our school and I look forward to supporting all 
D’Evelyn students while they THRIVE in their education endeavors. 

"If these are not 
enough great 
reasons to join 
us, then just 
come for some 
old-fashioned 
socializing 
with the new 
leadership team."
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Banquet Memories
Award details from last spring’s Senior Banquet.
By RAlPH k. SPENcER, D’Evelyn Education Foundation Board of Directors

The annual Senior Banquet was held on May 22, 2013, at the Arvada Center and turned out to be a very special event for D’Evelyn 
seniors. After all, D’Evelyn students can only attend one senior banquet in their lifetime and bask in the glow of their achievements 
over the last 4 to 6 years. And, as everyone knows, graduating from D’Evelyn IS a significant achievement! Allow me to summarize 
the individual award presentations made that night, not only to honor our graduated seniors, but also to recognize several award-
winning D’Evelyn teachers:  

Brooke Werner and James Waller were each awarded $1,000 Academic Opportunity Scholarships. Emily Beese was awarded the 
$1,000 Carolyn DeRaad Scholarship while Robin Coleman won the $600 Excellence in 
Physics Scholarship. Tobias Mullarkey received the $1,000 David S. D’Evelyn Scholarship 
and Courtney Smith the $1,000 Kathi Pitzer Scholarship. The $1,500 Lynne Murphy 
Performing Arts Scholarship was taken by Jonah Sublette and the $1,000 Performing Arts 
Choral/Vocal Scholarship was presented to Marcus Blanchard.  Autumn Kalinowski 
received the $1,000 Performing Arts Drama Scholarship. The JAGS Outstanding Athlete 
Scholarships of $1,000 each were awarded to Molly Lonneman and Luke Stratman. 
The $1,500 LeAnne Hollemans Roscow Award went to Alex Patterson. The $500 Rona 
Burrows Scholarship was awarded to Kenna Davis. Mitchell Leong was awarded the $500 
Bob Graffenberger Scholarship. Jenny Chen took home two scholarships, the $500 Carol 
J. Mancuso Music Scholarship and the $1,000 Performing Arts Orchestra Scholarship. 
Joseph Verbal received the $1,000 Performing Arts Instrumental Scholarship. Three new 
$1,000 scholarships were awarded for the first time this year to Sara Dellinger, Marta 
Vigil Excellence in Foreign Language, Thomas FitzSimons, Excellence in Mathematics, 
and Jacquie Harro, Excellence in English. The Senior High School Teacher of the Year 
Award winner, as voted upon by D’Evelyn seniors, was Mr. Joel Jacobson, Language Arts 
Department. Mr. Jacobson was awarded $250 and his name will be added to the Senior 
High Teacher of the Year plaque that resides to the right of the entrance to the main office.  

The award ceremony culminated with the presentation of two Jamin B. Wilson 
Excellence in Education (E in E) Awards worth $2,000 each. Jamin B. Wilson graduated 
from D’Evelyn in 1999 with an ROTC Scholarship and went on to Harvard and the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (for ROTC). He died tragically in an automobile accident 
in December 2006 while commuting to his Air Force job in Germany. Jamin’s parents, along with many D’Evelyn community 
members, friends and family supporters, have donated almost $60,000 over the last five years to the D’Evelyn Education Foundation 
in Jamin’s name to award deserving D’Evelyn educators for their own "excellence in education." Charley Wilson, Jamin’s dad, spoke 
briefly about Jamin and his love of learning—and D’Evelyn. Last year’s Excellence in Education Award winner, math teacher Terry 
Carlson, followed Charley to the podium to present math teacher Evette Nowicki with her own E in E award.  The second E in E 
Award was awarded to junior high history teacher Richard Mancuso, who could not attend the evening’s festivities. Each E in E 
Award winner received a $2,000 check, a framed certificate, and an impressive glass trophy. Please take a moment to congratulate the 
parents (some of whom are still at D’Evelyn) of the above scholarship and award winners the next time you see them.  

D’EVElYN EDUcATiON FOUNDATiON (DEF) - SUPPORTiNg EDUcATiON & AcTiViTiES

Mr. Jacobson was awarded the Senior 
High Teacher of the Year Award.  
PHOTO COURTESY JODY KORONEOS
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Celebrate!
Steering Committee reflects on 20 Years as a THRIVING community.
By liSA PAPkE, Steering committee member 

Summer break is rapidly coming to a close and the upcoming 2013-2014 school year marks D’Evelyn’s Jr./
Sr. High schools 20th year as a THRIVING community! Some of us who have been part of the community for 
more than a decade via multiple students might be at risk of taking the program for granted. Those new to the 
community might not yet appreciate unique aspects of our liberal arts choice program. Certainly there is much 
to celebrate as we embark on this momentous 20th year of D’Evelyn’s integrated, challenging and successful 
program. The more literate we are about the deliberate design and passionate effort that went into establishing 
and delivering the program, the more likely we are to appreciate its value.   

If you are new to the D’Evelyn community, we as Steering Committee want to welcome you. You may be asking 
yourself, "What is a Steering Committee?" It is an eight-member teacher/parent/principal board that has the 
primary task to "make broad decisions such as upholding, interpreting and clarifying the philosophy; approving 
new curriculum; maintaining relations and communications with the District; and reacting to new laws or District 
policies, etc." Steering Committee is comprised of five parents and two faculty members who are elected to serve 
three-year staggered terms, the principal being the only permanent member.

The 2013-2014 Steering Committee began its term of service July 1. One of our primary objectives as we start 
our term is to understand the school’s roots/history as we mark the 20th anniversary, so on July 24 we held a 
training entitled "Boot Camp: Back-to-Basics." We invited Accountability Committee officers, newly hired staff, 
current staff and administration to join in the training. Our community was very fortunate to have Carolyn 
DeRaad and Kathi Pitzer (two parents on the original 1994 Initiating and Steering Committees 1994-2003) to 
be our primary boot camp instructors. Carolyn and Kathi guided us through a historic overview of education in 
Jefferson County from the 1970s to present day. Attendees were grounded in the who, what, where and why of 
D’Evelyn’s establishment. These two visionary and determined ladies participated in the early 1990s legislative 
work that created robust educational options in our state. Kathi and Carolyn were the individuals who authored 
the educational sections of the D’Evelyn program document. They researched and read more than 100 different 
pertinent books and articles on education prior to the creation of the D’Evelyn program. Our training also included 
an extensive review of the school’s founding documents. We encourage every family to consider making an annual 
review of the Founding Documents, which you can access online at the D’Evelyn home page https://sites.google.
com/a/jeffcoschools.us/develyn-hs/our-program/founding-documents-policies.                              (Continued on Page 5)

STEERiNg cOMMiTTEE – MAiNTAiNiNg D’EVElYN’S cORE PHilOSOPHY

the road to scholarship
The D’Evelyn Education Foundation (DEF) sponsors a significant scholarship program as part of its ongoing mission to serve the 

D’Evelyn Jr./Sr. High School community. However, the DEF is reliant upon the generosity of the D’Evelyn community for financial support 
of three key fundraisers each year: the Dash, the Annual Giving Campaign, and the Dinner Auction. We are humbled by your generosity 
every year and would like to take this opportunity to say THANK YOU to every one of our D’Evelyn donors/supporters! We simply 
could not do it without you.  

More than $19,000 in DEF scholarships/awards were presented to students at the May 2013 Senior Banquet. We hope to increase this 
amount to over $21,000 at the May 2014 Senior Banquet! Please look for more specifics in the September issue of the Jaguar Tracks. 

Teacher scholarships are also available through the DEF. A new set of procedures for these scholarships was developed two years ago. 
Any teacher interested in applying for a scholarship and/or reviewing the above procedures should talk to one of the Board’s teacher 
representatives. Educating our teachers is a great way to assure that D’Evelyn Jr./Sr. High School continues to excel in its academic 
endeavors.       

The Foundation pledges to continue its goal of facilitating our three major fundraisers in every way possible, to continue exploring 
additional avenues for raising money for our amazing school, and to continue to be the best financial stewards of the Foundation’s assets 
that we can possibly be.                    — RALPH SPENCER               

https://sites.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/develyn-hs/our-program/founding-documents-policies
https://sites.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/develyn-hs/our-program/founding-documents-policies
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20 reasons D’Evelyn 
tHrIVEs  

Intentional program design1. 

Steering Committee to protect program2. 

Content-rich curriculum for all students3. 

Good discipline and order4. 

Courtesy, high moral and ethical stan-5. 
dards, patriotism

Class sessions meet daily on a regular 6. 
schedule

Students remain on campus the entire 7. 
day

Letter grades for individual performance8. 

Teachers assign purposeful and relevant 9. 
homework

Textbooks and primary resources in each 10. 
course

Parental involvement strongly encouraged11. 

Challenging electives12. 

Diligent students, with tutoring available13. 

D’Evelyn’s community understands and 14. 
embraces its philosophy

Primary focus of school on academics15. 

Participatory management16. 

Fine arts excellence17. 

Extra-curricular school activities encour-18. 
aged

Student athletes are student scholars19. 

Community that values learning for 20. 
learning’s sake

celebrate! (Continued from Page 4)

Home ownership is a good way to analogize the importance of our rig-
orous liberal arts program. D’Evelyn’s Initiating Committee and the 
founding documents with which our school was begun can be likened 
to the architect and master design for a home. It is the job of the archi-
tect to design the home with function and structural integrity. A good 
design flows, is logical, intentional, and—for the homeowner to be sat-
isfied—each room should accomplish the purpose for which it is intend-
ed. Dishwashers are not intended to go in bedrooms nor bathtubs in 
family rooms. When you purchase a house, you expect the architect/
master builder to have thoughtfully considered placement and location 
of the structure. For example, a common soil condition in our Colorado 
landscape is Bentonite, and if this condition is not properly assessed 
and adjusted for via soil amendment, major structural problems can 
unfold in the years to come. Likewise, D’Evelyn’s founders, (originally 
a six-person team of individuals) spent a great deal of time and effort 
designing optimal placement of D’Evelyn in the educational landscape 
by investing in the legislative arena in the early ’90s to ensure that 
choice in schools was available for members of our community. The 
Founders "amended the soil," so to speak, and our community past, 
present and future are the recipients of their efforts. Our Founders 
were able to develop and sign a contract with the district for D’Evelyn 
Jr./Sr. High School as an Option school. The D’Evelyn Jr./Sr. Program 
is intended to be the extension of Dennison Elementary School 
with an emphasis in core academic disciplines. The foundation the 
Initiating Committee designed and laid was specified via our Founding 
Documents as the educational components and supporting atmosphere 
of a rigorous, content-rich curriculum that is available for all students 
to access. This foundation has supported excellence in education for 20 
years and was designed to support excellence in education for decades 
to come.  

To commemorate the 20th year celebration, your elected 2013-14 
Steering Committee intends to continue this "house" analogy through 
the coming months in hopes that every member of our community will 
more fully understand and appreciate the "construction" of our pro-
gram. The Steering Committee is in place to protect this "house" from 
institutional drift. Stay tuned as we continue our construction theme 
and celebrate 20 years as a THRIVING community!

In the adjacent box is a "punch list" of 20 items critical to our structur-
al integrity—items that have contributed to 20 years of THRIVING.



FROM THE HAllS | ART

Buying Power
By NicOlE BROWN, art teacher 

This past summer over the July 4th holiday, Mrs. Brown and three D’Evelyn 
students were selected by the Janus Student Art Buying Program to purchase 
a work of art at the Cherry Creek Art Festival. AP Art students Andrew Gelwick, 
Meredith Sweeney, and Christine Johnson were given a $500 budget from 
Janus to purchase a work of art for D’Evelyn. It was an amazing experience for 
the group, walking around looking at close to 150-200 artist booths. They liked 
many pieces, including some unique paintings, mixed media works, drawings, 
etchings, and photographs; but in the end, the group of three students really 

connected 
with one of 
the Emerging 
Artists who 
works in handmade paper and color photography. The artist, Rachel 
Bussieres, is from Quebec, Canada, but is currently living in California 
while working on her MFA. She creates her own fiber paper using 
grasses and nature around her in her photographs, then prints onto 
handmade paper. The D’Evelyn students especially liked a colorful 
landscape series that was originally $600, which the artist was willing 
to sell for their $500 budget. By the end of the day, the students had 
to present their purchase on a stage in front of the Janus panel. The 
students look forward to presenting the artwork to the student body 
in the fall and an appropriate location in the building will be chosen 
soon. Congratulations to these students and to D’Evelyn for being 
chosen for this special experience!

6 august 2013 | Jaguar tracks

D'Evelyn students were selected to purchase art for 
our school at the Cherry Creek Art Festival  
this summer.  
PHOTOS COURTESY NICOLE BROWN
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DEF SUBcOMMiTTEES | DASH

Super Saturday: August 24
Mark your calendars for a most fantastic day of the year:  
the D’Evelyn Dash!

By JANET PikE, Dash event director

Carnival games, inflatables, a dunk tank, an iPad raffle, a 5K or 
a 2K including a costume contest, live entertainment, the annual 
senior parade Е what more could you ask for? The first Saturday 
after school starts is the best day of the year to celebrate D’Evelyn 
community—and raise important funds used by our school 
throughout the year.  
Attendance and parking are free; just bring cash to support the 
student activity booths and the student food/beverage booth. Bring 
your family, friends, and neighbors! The event is organized by the 
D’Evelyn Education Foundation and is a key fundraiser for scholar-
ships, sports, academics, and activities .
Register now at http://www.getmeregistered.com/dash . All event information and pre-registration is available on the 
site, and the credit card processing fees are sponsored by White Fence Farm. The extremely popular tech shirts 
are not guaranteed for registrations after Aug . 20 . Students $20, adults $25; price goes up $5 after Friday, Aug. 23 .

Support needed
The Dash still needs help with prizes for the costume contest ($100 cash); gift cards for the raffle (six at $20 each); 
and cash for the firefighter division ($140). We also need to borrow 10 pop-up tents for the day. Anyone who can con-
tribute in any way should contact janetpike@comcast.net. No amount is too small!
"Pay for a K" Course Sponsorships ($250) are available. Your family name or business would be featured on signage 
along the course and in an announcement as lead runners pass your kilometer. A finish-line water sponsor is also 
needed ($400) with additional benefits.  

Get involved!
If your student group has not yet registered for your booth activity, please contact Cindy Jordan immediately at 
cjcj1027@gmail .com . 
A food/beverage tent will be staffed by students who would like to earn money for their activity group. For information 
and to reserve work time, contact janetpike@comcast.net. Priority will be given to student groups who are sponsoring 
activity booths. 
This year’s raffle prizes include an iPad, graciously donated by Raising the Bar Academic Coaching, gift cards, and 
more. Prizes will be raffled at noon, and the winner need not be present to win. Tickets are only $2 each, or $50 for 
30, or $100 for 50. They will be sold at school registration Aug. 8 and at the Dash.
Contributing Sponsors currently include EKS&H Tax Audit & Consulting; Dave Pike – Coldwell Banker Residential 
Real Estate;  North Metro ID Specialists; Club Z In-home Tutoring; and Colorado Christian University. 
Friends of D’Evelyn Sponsors currently include Sashco; Kulkarni Orthodontics; Raising the Bar Academic Coaching; 
Runners Roost; Boulder Running Company, and Foothills Paving & Maintenance.

(Continued on Page 8)

http://www.getmeregistered.com/dash
mailto:janetpike@comcast.net
mailto:cjcj1027@gmail.com
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Super Saturday: auguSt 24 (Continued from Page 7)

Dash Schedule:
7:30 a.m.: Check in, late registration, pick up shirts & timing chips; food available 
8:00 a.m.: HS cross country boys’ scrimmage 
8:05 a.m.: HS cross country girls’ scrimmage 
8:20 a.m.: JH school cross country scrimmage 
8:40 a .m .: Opening ceremonies and senior parade
8:50 a .m .: Coaches’ challenge
9:00 a.m.: Timed 5k run/walk start
9:05 a.m.: Timed 2k run/walk start
Noon: Raffle drawing for iPad and other prizes 
TBA: Scrimmages for softball, tennis, soccer, etc .

7:30 a.m. to noon Jaguar showcase: carnival games, dunk tank, inflatables, entertain-
ment, food/drink, and fun for the entire family.

Prizes for the 5K will be awarded as follows:
Top three males and females in seven age groups receive cash ($25/$15/$10); • 
age groups are 0-12; 13-19;  20-39;  40-59;  60+
Fastest male and female D’Evelyn student, parent, and staff member receive a • 
$25 gift card
Top two males and females from West Metro Firefighters and Denver Firefighters• 
A special alumni division will be awarded prizes this year, to be announced  • 

The grade level with the highest percentage of participation gets the engraved "Clash 
at the Dash" spirit award. Participation credit goes to everyone who registers for the 5K/2K, buys a shirt, runs the 8 
a.m. cross country scrimmage, or performs individually or with the choir or marching band.  
For questions, contact janetpike@comcast .net, 720-849-4622 or www.develyneducationfoundation.com .
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DEF SUBcOMMiTTEES | DPA

It’s Your Clue
By MONTE MURPHY, history and theater teacher 

Auditions for this year’s fall play, Clue! (a murder-mystery farce based on the board game), will be held on 
Wednesday, Aug. 28 after school. Performances are Oct. 16-19.

Any high schooler who wishes to participate in the fall play must commit to afterschool rehearsals that run every day, 
as well as some Saturday rehearsals. A full calendar will be available by Friday Aug. 23 from Mr. Murphy. All participants 
must be able to clear their schedule to be at all rehearsals, and will be subject to academic eligibility. 

With an ambitious set design and a script that provides both suspense and comedy, Clue! promises to be one of the 
most fun productions in D’Evelyn theater history. 

Listen for more details and meeting times during first-week-of-school announcements.

Modern—Thoroughly!
By SHERRY SHiBlY, musical theater producer

Thoroughly Modern Millie will be performed on the D’Evelyn stage Feb. 19-22, 2014. 
The show will be directed by Janet Shibly, produced by Sherry Shibly, choreographed by 
Sandy Shibly, conducted by Steve Martin, with costume and technical director,  
Marcella Hanna. 

Three sessions of theater camp were offered this summer, where aspiring musical 
thespian students focused on character development, verb practices and subtext. We 
explored unique music, monologues and stage makeup as well as group study of each 
other's rehearsal and notes. D’Evelyn choral director Janet Shibly accompanied and all 
rehearsal was directed by Sherry Shibly. Many of our theater camp singers are expected to 
perform at the D’Evelyn Dash this August. 

Sandy Shibly taught three weeks of tap classes in preparation for our first tap show in 12 years (the last tap show 
was Anything Goes in 2002). Students learned the fundamentals of tap, giving them an early focus on preparation for the 
school musical.  

rEcYcYLINg FOr DPa ... aND BEYOND
Thank you for continuing to support D’Evelyn Performing Arts with the recycling of printer cartridges, small obsolete electronics 
and old DVDs. We are also collecting Box Tops! These items may be left in the collection area inside the school’s east entrance. 
For more information about recycling, please call Peter Szilagyi at (303) 979-5715. 

NEXt uP/HELP WaNtED!
Do you have a student who is interested in choir, band, orchestra, drama or improv? The next D’Evelyn Performing Arts (DPA) 
meeting, which is open to all performing arts parents/grandparents/guardians/staff, will be held on Mon. Sept. 16 at 7 p.m. 
in the library. Come learn about our plans for the new school year, and the myriad ways parent volunteers can help out—from 
concessions helpers/donators to officer positions! 
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FROM THE HALLS | STUDENT RECOGNITION

Scholars of the Month
By BEVERlY HAYNiE, assistant principal

Our May scholars were selected by the foreign language department. The Spanish 
Department nominated our high school scholars. Haley Simpson, a student in Spanish 
II, was nominated by Mrs. Gillette. Haley was nominated because of her notable 
improvement in Spanish. She frequently asked questions and was actively involved in 
each Spanish class period. She was not afraid to take risks with the language. Sasha 
Moreland, a Spanish III student, was nominated by Ms. Bridges. A gifted language 
student, he was always prepared to participate and engage in class. His interest in the 
Spanish language and culture was inspiring, and his thoughtful questions and comments 
initiated classroom participation and discussion.

In junior high, our scholars were Abbey McSwain and Matthew Hite. Abbey, a 
student in Spanish I, was nominated by Mr. Beams. She worked very hard during the 
second semester, focusing on accuracy in her language development and asking 
pertinent questions. Realizing that Spanish is a challenging class, Abbey committed herself to the hard work and 
perseverance that success demands. In seventh hour, she solicited help from other students in Spanish 1, completely 
on her own initiative. As a result of her hard work, her grade steadily improved, placing her in a solid position to 
advance to Spanish II. Mr. Beams reported that he was very proud of the hard work and character that Abbey 
demonstrated during Spanish 1. Matthew Hite, a Latin I student, was nominated by Mr. Habel. Matthew cheerfully 
approached every encounter with Latin as an opportunity to learn and grow as a student, both of Latin itself and of 
related disciplines. Matthew asked the sort of insightful and helpful questions which, though they arose out of his 
own curiosity, had the added benefit of helping the whole class grasp a point or draw a deeper connection. He was 
relentless in his questioning in order to ensure mastery of his homework, and applied learning from both mistakes and 
successes on homework so that his test scores showed a strong mastery of course content. Matthew’s work in Latin 1 
was a great example of how to do one’s best in learning a language.

Congratulations to all our Scholars of the Month! 

FROM THE HAllS | SOciAl STUDiES

Washington/Williamsburg-bound
By cYNDi FiSHER, social studies teacher

ATTENTION parents of current sixth and seventh graders! Once again, 
it is time to sign up for the next Washington, D.C./Williamsburg, VA trip. 
We will again raid the East June 5-9, 2014. This educational opportunity 
happens only one time for junior high students. Even if you missed 
the February meeting, your children are still eligible to go. Scholarship 
opportunities are available! Make a down payment with your tax refund, 
and take more than a year to pay off the balance. This is a fabulous 
educational opportunity! We tour museums, monuments, and memorials; 
visit Arlington National Cemetery; immerse ourselves in Colonial Williamsburg, and much more. For 
more information, please contact Cyndi Fisher at cfisher@jeffco .k12 .co .us .  



http://www.develynjags.org                                                                                                           Jaguar tracks     11 

FROM THE HAllS | REgiSTRATiON

Online Option
By BEV HAYNiE, assistant principal

D’Evelyn families, you will notice some changes to the registration process for the 2013-2014 school year.  
Tony Edwards, principal, recently highlighted a quote by Jacques Barzun from his book Begin Here, which 
states, "No school or college or university is ever just right; it is only by the constant effort of its teachers that 
it can even be called satisfactory. "In an effort to improve our registration process, we are offering online 
registration in addition to a traditional registration process at D’Evelyn. The additional online registration option 
will expedite our registration process, provide flexibility for families, and make the best possible use of our 
resources. Lisa Porter has been working diligently to develop the registration site on the D’Evelyn homepage 
and it will be ready for parents and students on July 30. When registering online, you will notice that there are 
several forms that must be printed, completed and turned in to the main office anytime during the first week of 
school. Pictures will be taken on Friday, Aug. 23 for students who do not get their picture taken on August 
8. Student schedules will be available on Aug. 8 and can be picked up in person at DHS or viewed online 
through Parent Portal. 

For the 2013-2014 school year registration, please choose the option that works best for you:
Register online any time after 1. July 30
Come to registration at DHS on 2. August 8 between 7 -11 a.m. or between 1-5 p.m. 

We welcome feedback on this process and hope that it will become another way to support all D’Evelyn 
students and families and enable us to THRIVE as a school community.

Back by popular demand:  
The D’Evelyn Education Foundation (DEF) will once again 
be hosting a free ice cream social at Back to School Night, 
on Tuesday, Aug. 27. Just look for the throngs of sweet-
toothed parents swarming around the eager team of DEF board 
members sporting scoopers, cute parlor hats, and ice cream up 
to their elbows. 



D'evelYN eDuCatIoN FouNDatIoN 
terry elliott, principal

10359 West Nassau avenue
Denver, Colorado 80235

 upcoming Events   
august 2013 and beyond
Please confirm dates on the D’Evelyn website  school 
calendar.

Aug. 7 Steering Committee training 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Aug. 8 Registration 7-11 a.m./1-5 p.m.
Aug. 12 Steering Committee meeting 4:30-6:30 p.m.
Aug. 19 First day of school 7:35 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
Aug. 16 7th grade orientation 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
Aug. 20 DEF Board of Directors mtg. 6 p.m.
Aug. 20 Schedule change day
Aug. 23 Picture retake day
Aug. 24 D’Evelyn Dash 7:30 a.m.-noon
Aug. 26 Steering Committee meeting 4:30-6:30 p.m.
Aug. 27 Ice cream social 6-6:30 p.m.
Aug. 27 Back to school night 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Aug. 30 Club Day 7th hour
Sep. 2 Labor Day – no school
Sep. 3 DEF managers’ meeting 7:30 a.m.
Sep. 9 Steering Committee meeting 4:30-6:30 p.m.
Sep. 9 Accountability Committee meeting 7 p.m.
Sep. 9 Jaguar Athletic Groups (JAGS) mtg. 7 p.m.
Sep. 10 Junior High Boosters meeting 6 p.m.
Sep. 12 College night 6:30 p.m.
Sep. 12 Jr. high supper social 6-8 p.m.
Sep. 12 Sr. high parent meeting 6 p.m.
Sept. 16 DPA meeting 7 p.m.

Did your student enjoy their 
summer reading?  

Check the school website 
for the complete  

reading list. 
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