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Strive for a Strong Finish
By Josh Griffin, Interim Principal 

I hope that you and your family enjoyed a well-
deserved restful, relaxing, and refreshing Spring 
Break.  I am frequently reminded of the great work 
of D’Evelyn students in all areas of their lives - as I 
walk the halls, observe classes, watch games, concerts, 
and performances, and in my daily interactions with 
students.  I also acknowledge that the level of excellence 

achieved by D’Evelyn students is not possible without the support, care, 
and mentorship of parents, teachers, family members, and support staff.  
The D’Evelyn Program is rigorous and challenging, but I wholeheartedly 
believe in the short and long term benefits of the student investment in the 
program.  Thank you for your continued support of your student during 
their journey through D’Evelyn.
 
The remaining eight weeks of the school year are packed with important 
events for D’Evelyn students.  I look forward to continued learning 
found in the completion of the academic year, as well as the successful 
completion of the SAT, PSAT, and AP Exams, the home stretch of the 
spring athletic season, end-of-year concerts and performances, awards 
nights and inductions, Spirit Week, Prom, and After-Prom, and most 
importantly, the 2017 D’Evelyn Graduation.  
 
As we embark upon this early spring, I also encourage all of our students 
to maintain their great performances and adherence to high expectations, 
both academically and behaviorally.  Each year, I hope that the students 
enduring remembrance of strong finishes and great achievement at 
the pinnacle of the term highlight the school year.  Please join me in 
continuing to support and encourage your student to enjoy a strong finish 
to the 2016-2017 academic year.  
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Candidate Public Forum
The annual Steering committee candidate Public 
Forum will be held on Tuesday, april 11th at 6:45 
PM in the D’evelyn library immediately following the 
accountability committee meeting. attendees will have 
an opportunity to ask questions of the parents and 
faculty member who are seeking positions on Steering 
beginning this summer. Scott Spendlove, Donna 
Schreiner-li and lisa Porter are seeking your support 
for three-year terms. you can learn about them by 
reading their biographies in this issue of Jaguar Tracks. 
The annual forum provides the D’evelyn community an 
opportunity to meet all the candidates and determine 
how each candidate will support and uphold the 
D’evelyn school philosophy.  

FROM THE HALLS

DHs track and Field: a Competitive Crowd 
By Lisa Porter

The D’Evelyn Track and Field team has started off their season with a bang!  We’ve been practicing since late February, 
and we couldn’t be more excited for where the season is headed.

March 8th was our Runner’s Roost Spike Night, as well as a Chipotle Fundraiser. We want to thank every community 
member that took the time out of their Wednesday night to come and join us for those events - we had a great turnout!

We had our first two meets on March 10th and 11th, with competition at high levels on the track and the field. We are set 
to be one of the top teams in 3A this year, and our athletes solidified that prediction with their awesome performances at 
these meets. Photos below are of Sarah Cerrone clearing the high jump with flying colors (left), Micah Porter crushing it 
in the 110 hurdles (middle), and Esther Diza tearing up the track for the Medley Relay (right). 

All photos courtesy of Sarah P. Photography: https://sarahpphotography.smugmug.com

For team standings, results, and more details about the program’s upcoming competitions (come watch one, they’re a lot 
of fun), please visit our website. We also have a Twitter (@develyntrack) and Instagram feed (@develyn_trackandfield) 
with more photos and fun facts for you to enjoy!

https://sarahpphotography.smugmug.com/
https://sites.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/test-t-f/
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ACCOUNTABILITY COMMITTEE

What you should Know 
about Bullying – april 11 
speaker

Please join us for our next 
guest speaker, Sarah Hays, 
with Jefferson Center for 
Mental Health. She specializes 
in school issues and will be 
speaking on bullying. 

As adults in the community 
it is our responsibility to play 
a role in ensuring all our 

students feel safe and supported. To do this we must understand 
what bullying is and is not, the warning signs that a child may be 
involved in bullying, the effects bullying can have on individuals 
and schools, and most importantly, how best to start a conversation 
in order to reach out and empower a student in need. Sarah Hays 
is the School Based Prevention Coordinator for Jefferson Center 
for Mental Health and has a background as a teacher and school 
counselor. She will be speaking on this important topic on Tuesday, 
April 11th at 5:30 pm in the Library. 

Get Involved . Give Back to your School . 
Become an Accountability Officer .

 

Feeling like you need/want to know more about 
the place where your child/ren spend most of their 
time? Want to give back to our great school? Join 
our accountability team for the 2017-2018 school 
year. We have openings we are looking to fill with 
eager parents. You can learn about the purpose 
of the Accountability Committee in the D’Evelyn 
Founding Document, on page 49.

Time commitment is usually less than five hours a 
month (including two meetings/month) during the 
school year. If you are interested in serving, please 
contact any of the current accountability officers.

Photo from the 2004 movie 
“Mean Girls”

FROM THE HALLS

Darren ray april 2017 teacher of the Month  
By Josh Griffin, Interim Principal

Congratulations to D’Evelyn Biology teacher Darren Ray, the winner of the April Teacher of the 
Month award. Mr. Ray is a first year teacher at D’Evelyn and he has quickly made a positive 
impact on his students. He teaches 9th grade Biology as well as AP Biology. Mr. Ray was 
nominated by three of his teaching colleagues, all of whom highlight his commitment to great 
teaching and high levels of student learning. He is recognized for maintaining his expectations for 
all of his students, while also using strong instructional methods and building positive relationships 
with his students. His commitment to the students is reflected in the great deal of time he has 
dedicated to planning lessons and assessing student work. In just one year, Mr. Ray’s work 
has inspired many students to register for the AP Biology course next school year. We are very 

fortunate to have a teacher of such quality and sincere commitment to the D’Evelyn program and its students. Please join 
me in congratulating Mr. Ray for this well-deserved honor.

https://docs.google.com/viewer%3Fa%3Dv%26pid%3Dsites%26srcid%3DamVmZmNvc2Nob29scy51c3xkZXZlbHluLWhzfGd4OjczNjk5OThjOWU0ZjAxMjQ
https://docs.google.com/viewer%3Fa%3Dv%26pid%3Dsites%26srcid%3DamVmZmNvc2Nob29scy51c3xkZXZlbHluLWhzfGd4OjczNjk5OThjOWU0ZjAxMjQ
https://sites.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/dhs-accountability/
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STEERING COMMITTEE

Your Candidate Guide to the steering 
Committee election  
By Margaret Ochoa
April ushers in election time for Steering Committee at D’Evelyn. This year, three candidates have thrown in their hats 
for consideration for membership. We thank Lisa Porter, Donna Schreiner-Li and Scott Spendlove for taking the time to 
carefully consider candidacy and fulfill the significant requirements to become qualified. Their bios follow, together with 
the candidates’ reflections on one of the questions on the Steering Application. 

If you have any interest in learning more about the Steering Committee election process or Steering Committee generally, 
Margaret Ochoa, Election Chair, or any member of the Committee would be pleased to speak with you. Contact 
information is on the school website.

Lisa Porter
Lisa Porter graduated from St. Olaf with a B.A. in English, Russian and Russian Studies in 1994 and secured a position 
at D’Evelyn to teach English in 1995. During the next six years, Lisa taught a wide variety of classes, including 8th 
and 9th grade English, British Literature, Yearbook, Creative Writing, and Speech. During this time, Lisa completed her 
Masters in Library Science at Southern Connecticut State University. When D’Evelyn moved to its current location, Lisa 
stayed at Manning to open their middle school library. After six years, Lisa returned to D’Evelyn in 2007 as the new 
Teacher Librarian. 

Lisa has been strongly committed to the D’Evelyn community for over 20 years in a variety of roles: as a parent (her 
daughter graduated from D’Evelyn in 2013 and her son is currently a junior at D’Evelyn), digital teacher librarian, site 
technology coordinator, and coach.

As a strong believer in the D’Evelyn philosophy, Lisa would be honored to serve on The Steering Committee and do her 
best to uphold and maintain the core founding principles of the school.

	 • Over the course of the next year, my goals for D’Evelyn would be to adhere to and improve upon the   
  status quo:  support for high academic and behavioral standards, impressive achievement on ACT/  
  SAT, adherence to the Unified Improvement Plan as set forth by the principal and department managers,   
  and the general resolve to support and enhance our community and stay strong during uncertain times.
  
  While D’Evelyn should always strive to achieve higher levels of effectiveness, in five years, even ten,   
  the integrity of the school should hold steadfast. The school should always look for ways to enhance the   
  quality of the delivery of the education; however, the constant should always be the strong, rigorous,   
  liberal arts education that students have received since the school’s founding. Trust and teamwork,   
  the freedom to communicate freely and frankly, the ability to monitor, evaluate and improve the existing   
  program through careful inspection – all should be goals each year, now and in the future. In five years,  
  I would like to see us continue our work on specific writing practice to fulfill our UIP goal. In ten   
  years, I think that it would be beneficial to add a senior capstone course so that students really have an   

The question is this:  What general goals do you want D’Evelyn to accomplish in the course of 
the next year? What would you like D‘Evelyn to look like in five years? What is your vision for 
D’Evelyn ten years from today? 

STEERING COMMITTEE

Protecting and serving the D’evelyn Philosophy 
By Matthew Durkin
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         opportunity to use and understand the benefits of the education they’ve received before they leave 
  the school.

Donna Schreiner-Li
Donna Schreiner-Li attended the University of Colorado, graduating in 1994 with a B.A. in French and a Colorado 
Professional Teaching License. That same year, she began her career in Jefferson county teaching French and later 
also taught Spanish. During the 8 years Donna taught in Jefferson County, she sat on several committees such as those 
focusing on technology and coordination of the school arts festival. She also served as Elective Department Chair for 
several years. Donna graduated from Lesley University in 2000 earning her Master of Education degree, Technology 
in Education. That same year, Donna and her husband, Ming, were married. Two years later, Donna left her full time 
teaching position to raise their two children who currently attend D'Evelyn, a son in 9th grade and a daughter in 7th 
grade. Donna has served in several volunteer positions and on various committees over the past 15 years, at Dennison 
Elementary, D'Evelyn, her church and in the community. These experiences include, among others, being a Girl Scout 
Troop Leader, Destination Imagination Team Manager, tennis and basketball team mom, PTA Reflections art program 
aide, Book-It mom, VBS leader, Dash finish line helper, and Denver Chinese School leadership team member where 
Donna currently teaches on Sundays. Donna would be honored to serve D'Evelyn's amazing community as a member of 
the Steering Committee.

	 • I'd like to acknowledge that I believe there are many positive aspects of D'Evelyn that I would like 
  to see continue in the years to come such as: a focus and emphasis on academic achievement, a strong   
  community that is involved and values and supports our students' education, a strong curriculum    
  that prepares students well for college entrance exams and university study, as well as extra-curricular   
  opportunities that include sports, music performances, art exhibits, and math competitions. One 
  goal would be to continue this success, but another would be to build on this success. In the coming 
  year I'd like to see D'Evelyn proactively provide more support to struggling students and those suffering   
  from injuries, such as concussions, or long-term illnesses. I believe, as is stated in the founding 
  document, that self-evaluation is critical and in the years to come we continually monitor and 
  assess the direction of the school and school climate issues. I especially would like to see 
  D'Evelyn continually work to foster an atmosphere of teamwork, open communication, and building 
  trust among members of the community. 

Scott Spendlove
Scott J. Spendlove is a native of Lakewood, CO, and a proud graduate of Jefferson County schools. He has a diverse 
background of public policy and legislative relations experience. He has been a lobbyist for InterMountain Public 
Affairs for 18 years, representing public and private sector clients at the Colorado State Capitol. His practice has focused 
on transportation, natural resources, and education policy. Spendlove previously held several positions in Colorado 
Governor Bill Owens’ administration, including Deputy Director of the Governor’s Office of Legislative Liaison, 
and Chief of Staff to the Lieutenant Governor. Most recently, Spendlove was a Program/Policy analyst for the State 
Department of General Support Services, promoting efficiencies and cost savings in state government. Preceding his 
tenure in the Owens’ administration, Spendlove worked in Washington D.C. for a state legislative nonprofit organization 
on energy and environment issues.
 
Scott is proud to have served two terms on the Board of Directors, including one as Chairman, for Colorado Youth for a 
Change, a non-profit organization dedicated to reducing the youth drop-out problem in our state. He also served 7 years 
on the Accountability Committee for Dennison Elementary. He serves on the Troop Committee for Boy Scout Troop 342, 
and enjoys going on outings with his son. He is an occasional guest lecturer at Colorado Christian University. Scott is a 
liberal arts graduate of Lewis & Clark College in Portland, Oregon with a BS in International Affairs. He fully supports 
the ‘Core Knowledge’ approach of D’Evelyn, and looks forward to working with the parents, students, and staff to 
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protect and enhance what makes the school so special. He and his wife Jenna have a 13-year-old/7th grade son Logan, 
and a 4-year-old Newfoundland dog Rigel.

	 •	 In	many	ways,	D’Evelyn	should	look	the	same	way	in	five	years’	time	and	even	ten	years’	time,	
  because our program is intentionally ‘timeless’ and should remain true to our founding heritage. 
  Within this tradition and heritage, we should be open and willing to explore means and methods that   
  help us achieve the timeless goals. One specific example is to expand on the use of teacher 
  recording/podcasts of lectures to be made available for students who have been absent for an illness, or   
  to help students who simply want to review a particular class presentation. While some teachers
   are making use of this technology, I would like to see it adopted more universally. Generally, I look   
  for the school to continue to perform with excellence in all areas of its program – academics, fine-arts, 
  athletics, extra-curricular activities etc. If the founding documents and the Steering Committee have   
  established that a particular area of activity is part of our school, we should strive to do it 
  with excellence.

  However, the school will have to react to changes from outside of the school that will impact the school.   
  An example of this is the Jeffco District intention to have 6th graders enroll as middle school students. 
  While D’Evelyn won’t change our 7-12 program, we will need to evaluate how this District change   
  impacts our incoming 7th grade students. I would like D’Evelyn to continue to produce the excellent 
  results achieved thus far, whatever changes occur within or outside the school. 

  I hope the D’Evelyn community continues and improves efforts at helping all students thrive. While 
  the D’Evelyn model is not for every student, we should strive to be as welcoming and supportive of
  students as possible, and endeavor to help each student succeed. D’Evelyn has an amazing diversity
  of opportunities for students to connect, whether through official school activities, 7th hour clubs and
  groups, or other organizations. We should always be striving to explore new ways to help students get
  connected and feel supported in their D’Evelyn experience.

  Finally, I would like D’Evelyn to be a beacon and example for other schools in Jefferson County, and
  even other school districts. I would like D’Evelyn to support the efforts of other schools to implement
  similar policies and philosophies. That support could take the form of making staff, Accountability or 
  Steering Committee members, and perhaps even students available for outreach to other schools or 
  interested groups. The D’Evelyn model works, and it would be a great benefit to the community for it to
  be duplicated or emulated elsewhere.
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STEERING COMMITTEE

Pursue elective offerings to Foster Creative 
Passions
By Pierre D. Habel, Teacher Member of Steering Committee

The great 
importance of 
elective courses 
in D’Evelyn’s 
well-designed 
Liberal Arts 
program is 
worthy of 
consideration 

and thus is the focus of this month’s Steering Committee 
article. D’Evelyn’s Founders believed that “the purpose 
of education is to convey an essential body of cultural 
knowledge to the next generation, and that a solid liberal 
arts education is required in order for all citizens to be 
effective participants in their communities.” The school’s 
elective offerings are a key component of D’Evelyn’s 
traditional excellence in allowing students to acquire 
and employ essential cultural knowledge and to become 
effective participants in the larger community. What is 
more, elective courses allow students to individuate their 
educational path to foster their individual creative passions, 
performative talents, and intellectual interests. 
 
Elective courses can be broadly categorized as those 
beyond the required sequences in the five core academic 
disciplines (English, Social Studies, Math, Science, and 
Foreign Language). The Founders defined “a sound, 
content-rich curriculum [as] a healthy balance of required 
basic subjects, augmented by equally challenging 
electives.” These required subjects were designed to 
include courses in Fine Arts, physical education, and 
computer use. D’Evelyn offers optional advanced courses 
in each of the five core academic disciplines, but as 
traditionally conceived, elective courses include courses 
in vocal or instrumental music, the visual arts, physical 
education, performative courses (such as speech and 
theater), computer science, and yearbook. Other academic 
electives include courses in religion, creative writing, 
mythology, and literature of the Renaissance. From these 
diverse options, students can seek to build a new practical 
or creative skill, discover or enhance an existing talent, or 
explore deeper into academic inquiry. 

Over my years as a teacher and especially when my son 
attended D’Evelyn, I found myself wanting to enroll in 
our school’s rich elective offerings, both because I saw 
how passionate and skilled the teachers are and because I 
observed how, in the Founder’s words, these courses were 
“selected to strengthen and broaden the already content-
rich course of study.” Students further enhance their bodies 
and collaborative abilities in physical education. They gain 
a sense of design and marketing participating in yearbook. 
They study principles and examples of the fine arts as the 
basis of their own creativity when they act, draw, sing, 
play, or write. They delve into rich study of topics and 
themes in human life and history in a manner that enriches 
the knowledge they’ve gained in our required survey-style 
courses. 

Perhaps it is the electives courses’ capacity to evoke focus, 
commitment, and teamwork in students that is their most 
remarkable feature. Students passionately devote hours 
to their individual growth in such courses, to be sure, yet 
they also must step up to a higher degree of collaboration 
and competition, mutual support and mutual challenge. 
This happens when students critique each other’s creative 
products in visual art courses, form an ensemble to 
perform a scene in theater, collaborate to select and edit 
works for the school’s creative arts publication, “Voices 
and Visions,” or play side by side in orchestra. The seeds 
that these elective courses plant in students regularly yield 
fruit outside the classroom, too. The excellent performance 
of our sports teams and extracurricular groups is owed 
to students working together as competitive athletes, 
performers and crew for D’Evelyn’s theatrical productions, 
or as dedicated members of musical ensembles. Building 
from their passions and talent cultivated in electives 
courses, our students so regularly delight the community 
through collaborative excellence. It is thus easy to 
appreciate the many ways in which elective courses 
encourage our students to be active participants who 
inspire and entertain the wider D’Evelyn community.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

support D’evelyn Generously
By Ralph K. Spencer, D'Evelyn Education Foundation (DEF) Board of Directors

D'Evelyn Education Foundation Board of Directors (DEF Board) will meet with parent leaders and D'Evelyn staff at 
our April 18 meeting to discuss the 2017-18 budgets of the D'Evelyn Performing Arts, Junior High Boosters, Steering 
Committee, Mock Trial, and Counseling.  Assistant principal Jerry McWhorter presented the Board with the JAGS/
athletics budget at our March 21 meeting.  The D'Evelyn interim principal will also present his financial request, 
consisting of funding items over and above dollars provided to the school by the Jefferson County School District.  

Believe it or not, the DEF budget, comprised of the groups noted above and other school organizations, totals between 
$75,000 and $85,000!  Following the April budget meetings, the Board's Finance Committee will meet to make budget 
recommendations to present at the May DEF Board meeting.  The Board then votes on next years' expenditures and the 
aforementioned groups, and others, are notified of the Board's actions so they can plan accordingly for next year. 

To raise the financial support necessary to maintain D'Evelyn as a top college preparatory school in the United States, it 
takes the generosity of all D'Evelyn parents, grandparents, alumni, and other community supporters. Please support our 
incredible school with as much as you can, whenever you can.  Following are a few ways:

The Annual Giving Campaign, which is currently ongoing throughout the D'Evelyn community, is a great opportunity 
to help the Board balance next year's budget.  

iGive.com and the AmazonSmile Programs are also painless ways to assist DEF with its fundraising.  

King Soopers/Safeway cards continue to provide the school with "free money" each month at no expense whatsoever to 
our community members.  Please contact me spencerrks3@gmail.com if you need either of these cards.  

Finally, please recall that the DEF is a not-for-profit Colorado corporation classified as a section 501(c)(3) organization 
by the Internal Revenue Service.  Any donation to the Foundation or one of its standing committees is tax deductible to 
the donor as a charitable contribution to the extent provided by law.  Without our generous supporters, our students, staff, 
and administration will suffer significantly! The Board of Directors thanks you in advance for all you do for D'Evelyn.  
GO JAGS!  

https://www.igive.com/welcome/lp16/cr64a.cfm
https://smile.amazon.com/
mailto:mailto:spencerrks3%40gmail.com?subject=
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FROM THE HALLS

tip of the tongue: Hooked on Phonemes, pt. 1
By Pierre D. Habel, Latin Teacher

In this submission of “Tip of the Tongue” we offer parents a glimpse into the insights that help 
our students understand how, with attention to predictable phonetic shifts, Latin word roots enable 
decoding and using Spanish vocabulary.

Bridging Two (or Three) Languages
 D’Evelyn students gain insight into the power of Latin roots when in Jr. High English they study 
The WORD within the WORD. They learn, e.g., that the root -fy means make, that fil- means 
thread, corp- means body, bon- means good, and so on. Latin students, of course, learn additional 
vocabulary that has been appropriated by past speakers of English. Two examples featured in 
my Latin 3 class’s recent discussion of Roman religion. In the realm of the home, we discussed 

the importance of the focus (hearth), which in the round huts of Rome’s earliest days was in the literal center of the 
home and was the site of the most fundamental of rituals, the acceptance of a newborn into the family by his father, 
who picked up the naked child from the ground just beside the focus. We also discussed the pontifex, one of the most 
important priesthoods of pagan Rome. Literally, the pontifex was the maker (-fex) of bridges (pons, pontis). Figuratively, 
the pontifex was responsible for securing the goodwill of the gods when the Romans wished to span natural boundaries 
such as rivers or to create a divinely protected boundary such as the walls of a new city. 

FROM THE HALLS

Flippin’ Awesome: Men’s Gymnasts at D’Evelyn 
By Sarah Porter

Saturday, March 11, was a big day for two high school gymnasts. While we don’t have a 
program at D’Evelyn for these incredible athletes, both Micah Porter (a junior who also 
participates in Men’s Swimming and Track and Field) and Joey Wilmot (a senior with a 
full course load, planning for college in the fall) competed at the State level on the 11th, 
and both performed very well. Notably: 

Micah achieved first place 
in floor exercises, and is 
now the two-time State 
Champion for that event! 
Pictured is a pass from his 
routine and acceptance of 
a gold medal on the State 
podium.

Joey won the prestigious Ryan Keller Scholarship for 
senior gymnasts. Pictured here is Joey receiving the 
award from Golden Gymnastics coach Steve Artemis and 
the Keller family.

Congratulations are in order for Micah and Joey - we look forward to keeping up with both of these young men and their 
passion for gymnastics, and we know they’ll both continue to thrive as Student-Athletes here at D’Evelyn!

Photos courtesy of Sarah Porter

http://www.goldengymnastics.com/ryan-keller-scholarship-fund
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When /o/ Becomes /ue/
 Many will recognize a trove of derivatives from both focus and pontifex in English: the focal point of a lens, 
a pontoon bridge, and even the pontiff, a common byword for the Pope as the head of the Roman Catholic Church. 
Veterans of freshman biology will note that the pons is a structure that connects the medulla oblongata, cerebellum, and 
midbrain. But what of the student who seeks to bridge the gap between the phonetic patterns of Latin (and English) 
and Spanish? There is a real hurdle here, raised by the centuries of evolution which the Latin language underwent in 
the Iberian Peninsula after the fall of the Western Roman Empire. With guidance from their Spanish teachers, however, 
students come to observe the change from the Latin phoneme /o/ to the Spanish phoneme /ue/. Thus, regarding the roots 
mentioned above, students easily adjust to these Latin-Spanish-English triads: corpus/cuerpo/ body, bonus/bueno/good, 
and focus/fuego/hearthfire. Expanding from this pattern, students will also easily cope with fortis/fuerte/strong (think 
fortify!) and responsum/respuesta/response. 

What the Heck Happened to F?
 At some point, Spanish students encounter a less obvious phonetic change, that of many instances of the letter -f- 
into the letter -h-. In many words a breathy -f- lost the initial friction of top teeth on bottom lip, persisting just as the puff 
of air that we recognize as -h-. Again students can, with guidance, cope with and anticipate changes such as these, again 
following the Latin/Spanish/English pattern: fil-/hilo/thread (think filament or moving in single file), foli-/hoja/leaf (as in 
foliage or foil, which is metal pounded leaf-thin). Even the very word for “make”, represented by the Latin stems -fac-, 
-fic-, -fect-, and -fex often undergoes the change from -f- to -h-. Witness hacer, which developed from Latin facere, to 
make, and the participle hecho, meaning “made”. Once made aware of these tendencies of phonetic change, students gain 
an extra tool to swiftly decode Spanish words through their English cognates. This is a bridge to understanding worth the 
effort to make!

Upcoming D’Evelyn Performing Arts Events: 

April 7th and 8th 6pm Spaghetti Dinner/Improv 
Show/Melodrama

April 19th  6pm DPA Boosters meeting in room E100

April 27th, 28th and 29th  7pm Jr High Play 
performances 

After Prom April 22nd

You can still help out with After Prom.  After Prom is an all-night 
event for kids to continue their prom celebration after the dance. 
Every year, the Ridge Recreation Center is transformed into an 
elaborate themed party. We provide refreshments, music, games, 
activities and swag - all subtly supervised with security in a safe, 
drug & alcohol free environment.  Click to Learn more and sign 
up:  Volunteer Opportunities

7th Grade Families
Class Shirt Orders Due April 11th
Maggie Holland designed our 7th grade class 
shirt!  
You can order it from an online shop at this 
website: https://www.companycasuals.com/
DEvelyn7thGrade
There are multiple clothing/color options.  
Don't miss out on the chance

https://sites.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/develyn-hs/dhs-prom-after-prom/
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/LeVtzTz9AsypqUEJUWujFQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRaxT1VP0EIAGxhjUI3mgZXB3NjaG9vbG1YBAAAAABCCgAB1QnkWANCwRBSGWNhaXRsaW4uc21pdGhAc3RhdGUuY28udXMJUQQAAAAARC5odHRwczovL3d3dy5jb21wYW55Y2FzdWFscy5jb20vREV2ZWx5bjd0aEdyYWRlR657ImpvYmlkIjoiMjcwMTcwIiwic2VudFRpbWVNcyI6IjE0OTEzMzk3MTU4NTgiLCJlbnYiOiJwcm9kIiwic2VxdWVuY2UiOiIxMCIsImN1c3RvbWVyaWQiOiIxNTQ2IiwidXNlcmlkIjoiMjkyMyIsInBlcnNvbmlkIjoiMTg2NTMiLCJzaGFyZGlkIjoiMiIsImVtYWlsU291cmNlIjoiQ1VTVE9NRVJfSk9CIn0~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/LeVtzTz9AsypqUEJUWujFQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRaxT1VP0EIAGxhjUI3mgZXB3NjaG9vbG1YBAAAAABCCgAB1QnkWANCwRBSGWNhaXRsaW4uc21pdGhAc3RhdGUuY28udXMJUQQAAAAARC5odHRwczovL3d3dy5jb21wYW55Y2FzdWFscy5jb20vREV2ZWx5bjd0aEdyYWRlR657ImpvYmlkIjoiMjcwMTcwIiwic2VudFRpbWVNcyI6IjE0OTEzMzk3MTU4NTgiLCJlbnYiOiJwcm9kIiwic2VxdWVuY2UiOiIxMCIsImN1c3RvbWVyaWQiOiIxNTQ2IiwidXNlcmlkIjoiMjkyMyIsInBlcnNvbmlkIjoiMTg2NTMiLCJzaGFyZGlkIjoiMiIsImVtYWlsU291cmNlIjoiQ1VTVE9NRVJfSk9CIn0~
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Save the Date for the D'Evelyn DASH!

This year's DASH will take place on August 26th.  Look for 
early registration the beginning of May.  Come and enjoy 
D'Evelyn's BIG KICK OFF to the school year!!  All funds 
earned will benefit the D'Evelyn Education Foundation so 
come and support the DASH!

•		Register	to	run/walk	the	5k/2k	DASH

•		Watch	the	D'Evelyn Cross Country team compete

•		Enjoy	the	live	entertainment	and	senior	parade

•		Purchase	some	coffee	and	breakfast	burritos	from		 	
the food trucks

•		Participate	in	the	student	booth	activities

•		Purchase	a	door	prize	ticket

•		Purchase	a	DASH	t-shirt

Calling all student clubs and sport teams!!!  Interested in 
having a booth at the DASH and earning some money for 
your club or sport??  Contact develyndashcrew@gmail.com 
for details. 

DEF SUBCOMMITTEES/ DPA

"Fantastic Mr. Fox"
Junior High Play 2017
By Marcella Hanna

Junior and Senior 
High students under 
the direction of alum 
Adam Lillibridge are 
busy rehearsing scenes, 
constructing sets and 
creating fox ears all in 
preparation for this year's 
junior high play "Fantastic 
Mr. Fox". A delightful 
fantasy adventure based 
on the book by Roald 
Dahl, dramatized by Sally 
Reid, the audience steps 
into the world of Mr. Fox 

and his clever scheme to outwit the farmers, Boggis, 
Bunce and Bean's plans to shoot him. Come and enjoy 
this talented cast of junior high students, aided by 
senior high drama students, as they enact Mr. Fox and 
his friends’ sly and witty tale. Performance dates are 
April 27, 28, and 29, 2017 in the D'Evelyn Auditorium. 
Curtain goes up at 7:00 P.M. Tickets are available at 
the door for $7.00. 

FROM THE HALLS

Jr. High track: a successful start! 
By Sarah Porter

The Jr. High Track team is off to a great start with 52 team members!  Our student-
athletes are doing lots of running, and learning field events like shot put, long jump, 
and high jump, just to name a few!  We have D’Evelyn Track alumni volunteers 
coming back to help out with the program in the near future, and there are many 
opportunities for competition coming up in April and May. If you want to see more 
details about the program, please visit our website. 

mailto:mailto:develyndashcrew%40gmail.com?subject=
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FROM THE HALLS

scholars of the Month  
By Bev Haynie, Assistant Principal 

The Scholars of the Month for April were selected by the History Department and are as follows:
 
Due to his enthusiasm, interest, and excellent participation, Kyle Klataske was selected as the 
social studies department male student of the month. Kyle is excelling in both Government and AP 
Psychology; he is notably curious and attentive in both classes, and his comments are relevant and 
pertinent for student understanding. Kyle has shown significant growth in understanding historical 
concepts throughout his years at D’Evelyn; we enjoy having Kyle in class.
 
The female Scholar of the Month is Lauren Hastert. Throughout Lauren's time 

at D'Evelyn, she has shown an unquenchable intellectual curiosity of historical happenings. Her 
knowledge of factual information augments her class participation as she asks thought provoking 
questions that lead to deeper discussion and understanding of key concepts behind the basic facts. 
The History Department is proud to nominate her. 
 

Henry Dyson has been truly impressive this semester in 8th grade US History. 
He is a constant force in class involvement and thoughtful participation. His 
work ethic has been exceptional and he's come in repeatedly for extra feedback and support on 
assignments. He also did a superb job on both of our in-class essay tests this semester - one of the 
few students to earn A's on both of them. He's been a positive and exemplary student and his teachers 
are proud of him. 

 
The junior high female student of the month is Mia Schmetter. The History 

Department chose to honor Mia because of her intelligence, enthusiasm, and determination. Mia 
possesses great knowledge of World Geography, demonstrating a high level of natural ability in the 
subject. She serves as an academic leader in the classroom, with her eagerness to participate in class 
discussions and tackle open-ended questions serving as an inspiration to her peers. Most importantly, 
Mia always strives to improve her performance by advocating for herself in class, asking clarifying 
questions, and seeking out the assistance of her teachers when she needs help. Congratulations, Mia! 
 

Congratulations to the Scholars of the Month! 



FROM THE HALLS

Counselor Corner
By Kristi Monsour, Molly Harrington, Rob Northway, Suzanne Roberts, Sue Brown & Kim McSwain

Finish strong, seniors; less than 35 days to go!
Help make your last semester at D’Evelyn breezy by completing tasks now instead of saving them for the last 

minute!  See the list below and check in with the Counseling Office if you have any questions. 

 • If you are awarded a scholarship(s) please bring copies of all scholarship letters to counseling  
  (regardless if you accept the scholarship or not) for inclusion in the graduation ceremony program.  
  These must be received NO LATER than Friday, April 21st. 

	 • It is time to pay for your transcript fees. The school’s fee is $3.00 per official transcript. You can  
  see what you owe by logging into Naviance. Click on Colleges, then transcripts, then “View the  
  status of all my transcript requests”. The Counseling Office can accept cash or checks, payable to  
  D’Evelyn. If you prefer to pay with a credit card, see Mrs. Sotolongo in the financial office.

	 • The deadline to submit your DEF scholarship(s) application is Wednesday, April 5th by 3:00 pm  
  sharp!  Applications can be submitted to Ms. Brown in Counseling. 

	 • When you decide on where you will be attending college, please come to counseling and   
  complete the Senior Destination Form so your future plans can be shared on the bulletin board  
  outside the Counseling Office.

Senior parents, it is time to start planning your student’s senior montage!  This D’Evelyn tradition is a photo 
collage of highlights from your senior’s life. Montages will be unveiled at After Prom and then put on display in 
the Counseling Office and the Senior Banquet. Begin now by collecting photos for this special project!  Poster 
board and instructions are available for pick up in Counseling now!  If you have additional questions, contact parent 
Kathy Frantz. Montages are due Thursday, April 20th!
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 SENIOR MONTAGES

SENIORS



JUNIORS
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  JUNIOR NIGHT  – Thursday, April 20th @ 6:00 p.m. in the D’Evelyn Auditorium                                                                                 
Junior students and parents – join us for a can’t miss evening session with Jill Athenour, College Admissions 
Consultant founder of Head to College, as she relays vital information to equip families for the college process. 
Check out her website for more information on how she can help students and families on the road to college:    
https://headtocollege.com/ 

Jill’s academic and professional background is uniquely suited to college admissions 
counseling. She has over 25 years’ experience in the education field with 10+ years in 
college admissions — at St. Mary’s College of California, then as Director of Marketing and 
Admissions at Regis University in Denver, Colorado. Jill’s entire career has centered around 
coaching and motivating individuals in personal and professional development. 

She is a strategic thinker – able to see the big picture and translate it into manageable steps 
and tasks, and an effective communicator and accomplished writer.

Jill holds a Bachelor’s degree in Economics from the University of California, Santa Barbara and a Master’s in 
Counseling from St. Mary’s College of California. She is a member of HECA and RMACAC; and is certified in 
a number of assessment instruments. Jill is also the mother of two teenagers.

  

Juniors – Let’s talk life after D’Evelyn. Stop 
by Counseling to make an appointment with 
your counselor to create an individualized plan 
tailored to you!  Life post-high school does not 
need to be scary or feel overwhelming. We can 
help you outline a plan that feels right for you; 
whether it be a 4-year or 2-year school, planned 
gap year or life in the military. 

Come see us this semester so you feel prepared and equipped for senior year!

 JUNIOR MEETINGS
 

Feeling 
overwhelmed 
by the college 

process??

 

 
Have no fear! 
We can help

 J

High School Counselors
Mrs. Monsour, Last Names A – K
Mrs. Harrington, Last Names L – Z 

https://headtocollege.com/
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 PSAT 10 & SAT TESTING DAY    – Tuesday, April 11th for all 10th and 11th Graders (NO SCHOOL for 
all other grades).                               

*There will be NO BUSES running on this day, students are responsible for their own transportation*

Tips for Successful Testing!
	 	 •		Come prepared – Bring two, #2 pencils, a calculator and extra batteries.
	 	 •  Leave phones in your car or locker; you do not want to risk your testing being invalidated due to   
     having a phone in the testing room. 
	 	 •  Bring a healthy snack and water for break.
	 	 •  Get plenty of rest the night before.
	 	 •  Eat a healthy breakfast on the day of the test. 
	 	 •  Arrive to school 10 minutes early so you can be seated and begin testing on time.

  REDUCING TEST ANXIETY   – Don’t let test stress get the best of you! All students 
are welcome on Thursday, April 7th during 7th hour for a Reducing Test Anxiety session 
with Mr. Northway. Come learn tried and true practices to help you find the calm and 
focus you need during this busy testing season. Sign up in Counseling and report to E100. 

 AP TESTING  – AP Testing starts Monday, May 1st and goes through Friday, May 
12th. AP pre-bubbling will take place on April 12th and 13th in the cafeteria during 
7th hour; all students who will be testing are required to come to one pre-bubbling session. Below is the testing 
schedule:  

 

 

Week 1 Mon. 5/1 tues. 5/2 Wed. 5/3 thurs. 5/4 Fri. 5/5
8:00 aM Chemistry Computer sci a english lit us Govt us History

location small Gym small Gym small Gym small Gym small Gym

8:00 aM Art spanish

location library library

12:00 PM Psychology Physics 1

location small Gym small Gym

Week 2 Mon. 5/8 tues. 5/9 Wed. 5/10 thurs. 5/11 Fri. 5/12
8:00 aM Biology Calculus aB/BC english lang

location small Gym small Gym small Gym

12:00 PM Physics C: 
Mech French Macroeconomics Statistics latin

location small Gym room l200 small Gym small Gym room 200

2:00 PM
Physics C: 

electricity & 
Magnetism

location small Gym
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 CAREER EXPLORATION LUNCH SERIES  – Do you have a job that 
you are passionate about?  We would LOVE to have you educate and 
present to our students in the 2017-2018 school year to share the ins and 
outs of the job and the path it took to get to your career!  Don’t second 
guess yourself, we would love to hear what you have to share!  Please go 
to the following Google form and fill it out if interested:  
https://docs.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/forms/d/15_NxUWRDrhTRT0o-
jzxoqj7OyK2SLKQRSbgcK1oPv1I/edit. 

a FBI SHADOW DAY
Date: Friday, April 28, 2017 (Early Release Day) 
Time: 1:00 – 3:30 pm
For:  9th – 12th graders
Limit: 24 Students

Leslie Kopper, D'Evelyn parent and FBI Special Agent, will be leading a special session for our D'Evelyn Jr./Sr. 
students to take a private tour of the FBI Denver Field Office. The visit includes the following:
	 • A video presentation about the FBI past, present and future 
	 • A tour of the office and discussions about programs within the FBI – 
  o FBI's Evidence Response Team (ERT)
  o FBI's SWAT Team
  o FBI's Special Agent Bomb Technician (SABT)   
   Program 
  o FBI's Hazardous Material Response Team 
	 • There will also be discussions regarding:
  o careers in Federal Law Enforcement and the Federal   
   Government
  o college majors beneficial to such careers
  o requirements for employment and internships
  o time for open questions and answers
	 • ALL students must provide a photo ID (driver's license, state ID or passport)
	 • Free parking is available but students are encouraged to carpool as parking is limited

Please come to the Counseling Office to pick-up a permission slip. Students will be accepted on a first come first 
serve basis once their permission slip has been returned. This tour is not publicly available so if you are interested 
in the FBI, Forensic Science, Criminology or Law Enforcement please join us for this fantastic opportunity! 
Permission slips are due Friday, April 21st!

 

https://docs.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/forms/d/15_NxUWRDrhTRT0o-jzxoqj7OyK2SLKQRSbgcK1oPv1I/edit
https://docs.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/forms/d/15_NxUWRDrhTRT0o-jzxoqj7OyK2SLKQRSbgcK1oPv1I/edit
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SELFIE – Social Emotional Learning Focused In Everyday
Reducing Test Anxiety

The testing season has arrived. Springtime brings with it not only 
sunshine, rain, and flowers, but also an increased number of tests for 
many students. Even before final exams are on the horizon, many will 
take statewide assessments, college entrance exams, and/or Advanced 
Placement exams. Students face this season of increased testing each 
spring. Some take it in stride, while others can feel a bit more like Calvin 
looks here. If you can identify with Calvin, consider trying one or more of 
the following tips for managing test anxiety:  

 	•   Start studying early and review materials over time – rather than   
       giving into the temptation to procrastinate, study regularly over time. 

• Set reasonable goals – determine what you need to get done and give yourself enough time to 
 accomplish what you have set out to do.

• Take time to breathe deeply for a couple of minutes – as you study, before you take a test, whenever 
 you are feeling anxiety rise.

• Get plenty of sleep – regular and consistent sleep helps us all to feel and perform at our best. 

• Exercise regularly – engaging in any aerobic exercise that you enjoy on a routine basis provides on 
 outlet for stress.

• Give yourself “brain breaks” while studying – get up and move – take a walk, grab a drink of water, 
 do a few jumping jacks…let yourself move and refocus.

And remember to talk to those who are supportive of you 
and your success – your friends, parents, siblings, teachers 
and school staff, and others who can support you when 
things are feeling hard. If you are interested in thinking about 
other ways to address your test anxiety or your overall stress, 
consider seeing Ms. Brown or Ms. Roberts to schedule an 
appointment with your counselor or SEL specialist, or sign 
up for our next Rethinking Stress seminar, which will be 
held on the next early release day, April 28th. 
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