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Benefits of the Parent-
Student-School Connection
By TONY EDWARDS, principal 

Student Successes

Spring semester is well underway and filled with excitement! Students are 
immersed in extracurricular activities and academics. I commend the many 
student groups in our community who have shown success in multiple activities. 
Our Mock Trial Team, in just its third year, will send two of its four teams to the 
State Competition in Colorado Springs. One of these teams even took first place 
in the Jefferson County Regional Competition! I had the opportunity to observe 
one of these fascinating trials. I likewise enjoyed a fantastic production of 
Anything Goes, our school musical, which involved numerous D’Evelyn students 
as cast and crew. Our athletics teams have been excelling, bringing many fans 
to our stands. The new sound system in our gym has been put to good use. And, 
of course, our students have been thriving in the classroom. All in all, a great 
start to 2015.
Planning for 2015 - 2016

We are already very busy planning for the next school year. We recently 
welcomed our incoming students, and particularly the future class of 2021, at 
our New Student Welcome Night. We had a full house on this eventful evening 
as future students had a chance to review some of the opportunities available 
to them at D’Evelyn as well as receive important information to help set their 
educational foundations through the course selection process. I have heard 
from staff and longtime D’Evelyn parents in attendance that it was a wonderful 
reminder to hear about the many academic endeavors students will engage 
in at D’Evelyn, whether learning again about the 36 novels students will read 
throughout their time here, the importance of correct placement in mathematics, 
or their various choices in the foreign languages. For me, it was a reminder that 
we must continue to maintain our program, because it works, and continue to 
strengthen it for years to come to provide strong educational opportunities for 
future students. I urge the entire community to build on the energy I felt at the 
New Student Welcome Night as we continue to find opportunities for students 
to thrive at D’Evelyn and encourage families to engage fully in their student’s 
education by joining one of the many essential parent groups here at D’Evelyn. 
Student Assessments

Students across our district are also gearing up to demonstrate their mastery 
of the updated Colorado Academic Standards by engaging in the new Colorado 
Measures of Academic Success (CMAS) mandated state assessments. Please 
see Mr. Pierre Habel’s informative article later in this issue to further understand 
the history of these assessments and their roles at D’Evelyn. As was seen 
through our first experience with these tests last spring, the scores attained by

(Continued on page 2) 
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STEERiNg cOMMiTTEE – MAiNTAiNiNg D’EVElYN’S cORE PHilOSOPHY

D’Evelyn’s Take on State Testing
By PiERRE D. HABEl, latin teacher

March is a portentous month in so many ways. NcAA basketball madness blooms, as one team will dance its way to destiny. 
closer to our classrooms, mathemagicians anticipate the arrival of an amazing moment on a numerically significant day, when on 
3/14/15/ at 9:26:53 AM the numerical values seem to magically mimic the first ten digits of ∏, 3.141592653. And of course, any 
would-be caesar knows to beware the ides of March, even if he must confirm with a latin student that the ides are the 15th of the 
month. in all earnestness, though, March is also a month of great importance because all students in grades 7-11 at D’Evelyn will 
take their cMAS (colorado Measures of Academic Success) exams in English and math.

History of State-Mandated Testing
cMAS exams are the latest incarnation of state-mandated testing which we first knew as cSAP, then TcAP. cSAP (colorado 

Student Assessment Program) testing was mandated by state law in 1993 and was in place from 1997 to 2011. cSAP was one product 
of a renewed focus on determining the effectiveness of individual school systems while the students were still in school, instead of 
waiting for graduation rates or other exit data to reveal what students had learned (or not) as long as a decade before. it should be noted 
that this assessment program was coincident with the parental and official scrutiny of public education that generated the school choice 
movement, as it was in 1993 that the colorado charter Schools Act was passed and D’Evelyn’s founders began the work that resulted 
in our fine program. in 2008 the legislature directed the colorado Department of Education to adopt a new set of state standards that 
would include ten content areas from art to science (http://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/cas-historyanddevelopment). 
Finally, in 2010, the new colorado Academic Standards were released, with a conscious decision to adopt a multi-state set of standards 
for math and English (common core Standards) while standards in other content areas were developed more or less independently. 
in this transition from old standards to new ones, a conscious decision to make a graduated shift to new assessments was announced, 
resulting in TcAP (Transitional colorado Assessment Program) test which were in place from 2012 to 2014.

in spring of 2014, cMAS testing began in science and social studies, and now here in March of 2015, all colorado public school 
students (those at charters included) will see the new tests in English and math which are based on the common core standards and are 
written by a multi-state consortium known as PARcc (Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for college and career). Thus, in the cases 
of English and math tests, cMAS and PARcc are interchangeable labels. The common core Standards and the forthcoming PARcc 
assessments have taken criticism from many sides and on many grounds. Most recently, the Jeffco School Board voted to seek a waiver 
from the state’s mandated testing for the rest of the year, and on Feb. 17th, the colorado Attorney general weighed in, indicating that such 
a waiver (theoretically to be granted under authority of the State Board of Education) had no legal basis. So, testing will proceed.

(Continued on page 3) 

benefiTS of connecTionS (Continued from Page 1) 
students cannot be compared to prior years’ achievement scores as the new online versions of these CMAS Assessments 
are not comparable to the former CSAP/TCAP assessments. It is important that all students engage in these assessments 
with full effort in order to provide teachers and administrators with accurate data on students’ mastery of state standards for 
instructional purposes. D’Evelyn is accredited, in part, based on CMAS results. I encourage families to speak with our school’s 
assessment coordinator, Josh Griffin, or myself if you have questions or concerns about these mandated assessments for all 
students in the district.  
Stay Involved
I encourage all families to stay involved with D’Evelyn; it truly makes a difference for our students. The D’Evelyn Accountability 
Committee (A/C), which serves in an advisory role to the Principal and Steering Committee, meets on the 2nd Tuesday of 
every month from 5:30-7:00 p.m. Serving on this committee is a great way to stay informed on school happenings and to 
contribute insights to several topics such as budget, student fees, enhancements to the student experiences at D’Evelyn or to 
join one of the A/C subcommittees. Current committees include Personal Finance, Reading Support for Students, and Health 
and Wellness. A list of the many roles of our A/C can be found within our Founding Document on the D’Evelyn homepage. 
As we prepare our calendar for next year in our calendar committee, I will be proposing a change in A/C meeting times to 
accommodate a wider array of family schedules and encourage additional participation. We will stagger meeting times every 
month to allow for one month of a morning meeting time followed by one month with an evening meeting time throughout the 
year. A/C is also in need of new officers, so please contact one of our current officers (contact information can be found on 
our homepage under the Community Tab and Accountability links) if you have any questions. Better yet, attend our next A/C 
meeting at 5:30 p.m. on March 10. I hope all families have a safe and relaxing Spring Break and come back renewed for a 
strong finish as we work toward the conclusion of the school year.

http://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/cas-historyanddevelopment
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STaTe TeSTing (Continued from Page 2) 
D’evelyn’s approach

You and the author can certainly be forgiven for feeling distant from and voiceless in a set of legislative acts, policy decisions, 
vehement debates, politically charged campaigns, legal arguments and general hubbub about standards and testing. in truth, what 
we care about is the net effect of this testing mandate upon students. Here are six facts that encapsulate how D’Evelyn’s Steering 
committee and Administration have laid the groundwork for past and current tests:

In the late nineties, when CSAP and the 11th-grade ACT test were mandated, D’Evelyn’s leaders were 1. 
determined that our content- and skill-rich curricula would be the best possible preparation for students to be 
successful as measured against the then-current Colorado Model Content Standards.
Since then, D’Evelyn students have ranked at or near the top of public schools (charter and non-charter) in 2. 
achievement in every CSAP and TCAP content area and on the ACT.
Each year administrators and teachers have carefully reviewed CSAP and TCAP performance data to identify 3. 
areas for growth, and have worked to implement meaningful changes in instruction that do not fundamentally 
conflict with existing D’Evelyn curricula and instructional philosophy.
When the new Colorado Academic Standards were issued in 2010, Steering Committee and Administration 4. 
subsequently charged teachers to evaluate the alignment of our time-tested and demonstrably successful 
curricula with those standards. Each curriculum team did so, generally finding that those standards, while 
underemphasizing content knowledge, showed significant overlap with the concepts and skills which feature in 
our courses. On that basis, we as a school decided to keep doing what we do so well in faith that content, plus 
focused development of mathematical, reading, and writing skills would serve our students well on the new 
assessments as they did on the former assessments.
In conjunction with the above, it must be stated that the new standards and assessments are advertised as 5. 
being far more rigorous than past standards. Indeed, some states are projecting that their students see a 
50% or greater reduction in the numbers of their students who rate as proficient or above as they move from 
the old standards and exams to the new Common Core Standards and PARCC exams. It is probable that the 
percentage of D’Evelyn students rated as proficient or above may dip, but as in the past it is likely that our 
students will perform at or near the top of their peers across the state. No matter what the percentages are, 
we remain committed to renewing the cycle of identifying and strengthening areas for growth that do not 
compromise our unique core values and content-rich courses.
D’Evelyn’s administrative team, while working within the constraints of state mandates and technology (these 6. 
exams will be taken online), are prioritizing maintenance of a normal learning experience for students when 
they are not actively testing, and has charged teachers with ensuring that students who are out of class for 
testing have access to instruction and materials.

Our take on testing is that it remains an important opportunity for our students to shine. They are well prepared with great 
instruction, content-rich textbooks and classrooms, and assignments that build meaningful and lasting skills. As ratings of schools are 
now structured, student performance on state assessments shapes (for good or bad) the perceptions of our school and have a number 
of other consequences. Be that as it may, it is an integral part of our school culture that when faced with a challenging task, we do our 
best. We hope that this is a message that you will share at home with your son or daughter as the time to take these tests draws near.

 

Please note that the annual Principal Survey will be open from Monday, March 2 through 
Monday, March 16. The link to the online survey will be sent to the D'Evelyn community soon. Per 
agreement with the district, the Steering Committee collaborates with the District's Executive Director 
of School Effectiveness on the principal evaluation. Your input on this survey is one valuable component 
of the multi-faceted evaluation process. The survey questions have been assembled based on D'Evelyn's 
Founding Documents and School Philosophy. All survey responses are anonymous. Thank you on behalf of 
the D’Evelyn Steering Committee and please be on the lookout for the coming link via School Messenger.
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What Do You Know About the New District 
Budget Model?
By DAViD AND STEPHANiE SODiA, Accountability committee

If you were one of the many families stunned by the announcement that D’Evelyn would lose two teachers due to changes 
with the new Student-Based Budgeting (SBB) model, you were not alone. The Accountability Committee would like you 
to attend their next meeting on March 10 at 5:30 p.m. in the school library to talk with Mr. Edwards about the budget 
reduction and some of our options as a school.

about Student-based budgeting (Sbb)
SBB allows schools more flexibility in using resources and allows for choices to fit the school’s unique needs. Another of 
the district’s goals is to increase funding at the elementary school level to improve math and reading competency for our 
younger students — basic skills that will help them later. However, because of the district’s decision to classify all students 
in a 7–12 school as senior high students, D’Evelyn will receive $3,380 per student base funding. If our 7th and 8th graders 
were at a middle school, they would be worth $3,710 dollars per student, which would raise D’Evelyn’s overall budget by 
about $132,000. Additionally, if our 7th and 8th grade students were not counted along with our 9th through 12th graders, 
we would also receive the Small Senior High School Factor of $87,000 for high schools with less than 900 students. 

benefits of a combined Junior/Senior High School
During our family’s 10 years at Dennison and D’Evelyn, we and other parents have tried to correct many misconceptions 
about our school to school board members and faculty from other schools. Recently, there have been proposals to move 
middle school to the high school campus in both the Jefferson and Alameda High School articulation areas. We have heard 
many concerns from parents and staff from those schools based on fear and a lack of knowledge of having 7th graders in 
the same halls as 12th graders. We think this is great opportunity for us to promote our school and the immense benefits 
of having a combined junior high/senior high school from the many combined clubs and tutoring and mentoring programs 
to the continuity of having staff that teach both at the junior high and the senior high levels monitoring the growth of our 
students. For social events and sports, the schools are separated and faculty is very aware of the differences mentally and 
physically between the high school students and the junior high students.

PLeaSe coMe Join THe accoUnTabiLiTY coMMiTTee MeeTing in MaRcH To geT a cLeaReR PicTURe 
of THe bUDgeT anD HoW THiS PReSenTS US WiTH a gReaT oPPoRTUniTY To PRoMoTe oUR ScHooL, oUR 
STUDenTS, anD oUR facULTY.

D’EVElYN AccOUNTABiliTY cOMMiTTEE – FOcUSiNg ON ScHOOl iMPROVEMENT

FROM THE HAllS | JUNiOR HigH ScHOOl

Charlotte’s Web
By HANNA MARcEllA, teacher and producer

This spring our junior high students will be performing Charlotte's Web, Joseph 
Robinette’s theatrical adaptation of E.B. White's beloved children's book. You won’t want 
to miss all of your favorite characters: Wilber, the irresistible young pig who desperately 
wants to avoid the butcher; Fern, a girl who communicates with animals; Templeton, the 
gluttonous rat who occasionally performs a good deed; the Zuckerman family; the Arables; 
and, of course, Charlotte, the extraordinary spider who begins a campaign to save Wilber. 
This is a beautiful play about the power of friendship. D'Evelyn welcomes new co-directors 
Adam and Jenny Lillibridge, assisted by producer Marcella Hanna and a valuable crew of 
D'Evelyn senior high students. Many of our senior high theatre students serve as mentors 
passing along D'Evelyn theatre traditions to a new group of students. Auditions will be held 
on March 5 from 2:45 - 5:00 p.m. in the auditorium. Any junior high student is welcome 
to audition. In addition to our cast, we will need students to work on sets, costumes and 
publicity. Performance dates are April 23, 24, and 25 at 7:00 p.m. in the auditorium. 
Tickets are $6.00 at the door. Mark your calendars and join us for Charlotte's Web, a delight 
for the entire family.
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April 1 Deadline Looms Large
By RAlPH k. SPENcER, D’Evelyn Education Foundation Board of Directors  

D’Evelyn Scholarships
A total of $19,850 may be awarded to D’Evelyn seniors at the May 21, 2015 
Senior Banquet at the Arvada Center. Seniors must submit a thorough application 
in order to be considered for one or more of these scholarships. Time is running 
out. Since the scholarship submission deadline is 3 p.m. on April 1, seniors have 
approximately one month to submit completed application(s) to Ms. Brown in 
the counseling office. Any graduating senior who meets the criteria, is thorough, 
plans ahead, and is willing to read and follow instructions is eligible for these 
scholarships, which can be viewed at the following D’Evelyn Education Foundation website link:  
http://develyneducationfoundation.org/index-scholarships.php. This website may also be accessed through 
Naviance, which is available to every D’Evelyn student. The DEF Board of Directors is anxious to see all of 
this year’s scholarship money awarded to deserving seniors. A total of $10,850 (13 scholarships) is available 
for academic achievement, $5,500 (6 scholarships) is performing arts related, $2,000 (2 scholarships) is 
athletic related, and $1,500 will be awarded to a deserving senior who most exemplifies the qualities and 
characteristics of LeAnne Hollemans Roscow, a D'Evelyn senior who died tragically on April 15, 2004 while 
awaiting a heart transplant. Given the unique nature of this award, which is funded by LeAnne's parents, a 
trio of faculty members selects the recipient and presents this award at the Senior Banquet.        

The most significant problem experienced in the past with these scholarship applications is missing 
information. For example, for need-based scholarships you must include a completed FASFA (Free 
Application for Student Federal Aid), which many of you have completed already. Recommendation letters 
are also required and are often missing. Do not wait until the last minute to request such a letter from a 
D’Evelyn teacher or administrator! Please respect their busy lives and ask them sooner, rather than later, 
for these letters. The good news is that Ms. Brown will assure that your transcripts and your teacher 
recommendation letters are included in your scholarship packet. Now is the time for seniors to go onto 
the D’Evelyn Education Foundation website at the above referenced link and click on any of the student 
scholarships listed. Please note that a single "Scholarship Common Application Form" must be completed 
and submitted with your scholarship packet. You may apply for more than one scholarship, as long as 
you meet the criteria for each one. By the way, this Scholarship Common Application Form should not be 
confused with the document of the same name used when applying to colleges. Score a scholarship on May 
21 - it will make you feel proud, and your parents will be ecstatic!

Excellence in Education Awards
Nominations for this award are also due on April 1, 2015 at 3:00 p.m. Two of these awards will be presented to 
deserving D’Evelyn community members who meet the criteria included on the nomination forms available 
from Ms. Brown in the counseling office. These awards were established for the purpose of improving 
public education by recognizing and rewarding individuals who have: 1) demonstrated an extraordinary 
commitment to inspiring belief in the importance of education and learning; 2) encouraged good citizenship 
and personal responsibility; and 3) fostered high standards of achievement in learning among the young 
people at D’Evelyn Jr./Sr. High School. Self-nominations are not allowed nor are students eligible for these 
awards. Please don't hesitate to nominate a teacher/administrator/community member for one of these 
awards. If your nominee is selected, I guarantee you will feel supercalifragilisticexpialidocious, the sound of 
which is something quite atrocious but is easier to say with a spoonful of sugar!

                              

D’EVElYN EDUcATiON FOUNDATiON (DEF) - SUPPORTiNg EDUcATiON & AcTiViTiES

http://develyneducationfoundation.org/index-scholarships.php
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FROM THE HAllS | MOck TRiAl

D’Evelyn Sends Two Mock Trial Teams to State!
By MARiANNE WAlTHiER, mock trial coach 

D'Evelyn Mock Trial is in its third year since its 
inception in October 2012. This season, we fielded four 
teams with a total of 38 high school students! During the 
week of February 2, our teams participated in a series 
of trials against area high schools in Jefferson county. 
The trials took place at the Jefferson county courthouse 
and were presided over by practicing judges. Jurors were 
comprised of practicing attorneys. Our students prepared 
a case for the prosecution and the defense, portraying 
attorneys and witnesses. This year’s fictitious case involved 
allegations of arson and attempted murder. A co-ed 
fraternity house at the University of colorado at colorado 
Springs burned to the ground during the famous 2014 Bid 
Day Party. A freshman, who had been brutally hazed, was 
charged with these crimes. However, the fraternity leader 
in charge of the pledges was equally likely to have started 
the blaze given that he was performing dangerous fire tricks 
just prior to the start of the fire. if this sounds like a fun 
way to hone your public speaking and acting skills, then 
our Mock Trial Team may be perfect for you. The season 
typically runs from October through March, and we meet 
on Monday nights from 6-8 pm at D’Evelyn. Optional 

practices take place on Fridays during 7th Hour in Mr. 
chris Baker’s room.

indeed D’Evelyn students excel at mock trial! During 
each of the last two years, D'Evelyn has sent two teams to 
the State competition. This year, our teams placed first, 
third, fourth and ninth in the regional competition. And, 
D'Evelyn students raked in individual awards. The following 
students earned Best Attorney Awards: Bert li, Jason Yu, 
kellie Warren and Maggie Bielefeld. The following students 
earned Best Witness Awards:  kevin Santos, kevin kalkus, 
Spencer Mckay, Bella Olson and Tyler Dale. As the top 
three teams in each regional competition advance to the 
state competition, D’Evelyn’s green and Black teams will 
compete against high schools across the state in colorado 
Springs on March 20 and 21. in addition, D'Evelyn students 
have participated in a national mock trial tournament hosted 
by DU, The Providence cup, in both 2013 and 2014. This 
tournament takes place in the fall before the start of the state 
mock trial season. if you are interested in learning more 
about mock trial, check out our website under the Activities 
Tab or contact Mark kalkus at markk@lamarco.com or  
Mr. chris Baker.

mailto:markk@lamarco.com
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DEF SUBcOMMiTTTEES | AFTER-PROM

Prom Prep Underway
D’Evelyn’s Prom and After Prom will be 

held on Saturday, April 25. invitations will 
be distributed prior to spring break and will 
contain important information such as theme, 
location, and cost. For more details, go to the 
D’Evelyn website under Activities and click 
on Prom/After Prom. You will find required 
forms (due before March 20), ticket information, volunteer sign 
ups, and senior montage info. check back often as the site will 
be updated regularly. For questions about Prom, please contact 
Amy goldstein, agoldstein83@msn.com or 303-870-7650. For 
questions about After Prom, please contact Eileen Schoenberger, 
eeschoenb@comcast.net or 303-697-1511.

attention: aLL 
ParENTS

The After Prom party provides a fun and safe 
place for our high school students to go follow-
ing their Prom dance. This event requires many 
man hours of help as well as financial donations. 
We would like to ask each family for a $10.00 
donation or more to help make this possible for 
our students. All donations to D’Evelyn Education 
Foundation in the name of After Prom are tax 
deductible. Please make your check payable to 
D’Evelyn Education Foundation (DEF) and earmark 
it for After Prom. Send your donation to: Amy 
Carda  6348 S. Garland Ct., Littleton, CO.  80123. 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

FROM THE HAllS | clUBS

D’Evelyn Thespian Troupe 7005
Reinstated and Back in Action

After an 8-year hiatus, D’Evelyn High School has reinstated its mem-
bership in the International Thespian Society, an honor program for 
actors and technicians. One of the highlights of being in the Troupe is the 
Colorado State Thespian Conference. "ThesCon" marked its 50th anniver-
sary last December, bringing together nearly 5,000 students, hundreds of 
industry educators and performers, and more than 60 colleges recruiting 
for top candidates. 20 DHS students attended the three-day conference 
held at the Denver Convention Center. 

"ThesCon was an amazing experience and opportunity for students 
to learn from working professionals, perform for judges, meet other 
students and instructors, watch performances, and find out about so 
many pursuits within the arts," said Troupe Vice President, Sydney Epstein. Reactivating the Thespian membership also allows 
D’Evelyn to enter its productions into state competitions.

Each student participated in eight work sessions in which they could watch, perform and study performing arts. Classes were 
led by local and national award-winning performers, professors, writers, and technical professionals. Topics included acting for 
stage or film, many styles of dance, stage management, playwriting, speech technique, propping a show, costuming, voiceover, 
preparing for college auditions and theatrical job opportunities, directing, marketing, auditioning, special effects, and many 
others. Representatives from colleges around the country attended to provide information about their programs and to conduct 
auditions. The wide range of colleges present at ThesCon provided a convenient place for many high school seniors to audition 
for many schools at once. A thousand students competed for scholarships and merit awards, and the winners performed at the 
closing ceremonies.

Students are welcome to attend an information meeting in Mrs. Shibly’s room on Saturday, May 17 at noon. Students 
should prepare 32-bars of a musical theatre song or a one-minute monologue to be considered for upcoming showcases. Please 
contact Sherry Shibly at sherryshibly@gmail.com for more information.

SAVE THE DATE! THESCON RETURNS DECEMBER 3-5, 2015!

mailto:agoldstein83@msn.com
mailto:eeschoenb@comcast.net
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FROM THE HAllS | cOUNSElORS’ cORNER

IMPORTANT UPCOMING EVENTS and DATES
By MOllY HARRiNgTON, JESSicA gERBER & ROB NORTHWAY, counselors

aLL STUDenTS: Please notify Ms. Brown immediately if you are not planning to return to D’Evelyn for the 2015-2016 
school year.

SenioRS: Please bring Ms. Brown copies of any scholarship award letters you receive even if you do not plan to use the 
scholarship. We want to brag about you in the graduation program!

acT Prep classes for Juniors: Optional AcT Prep classes will be held March 3 and March 4 from 1:45 – 4:15 
pm. You should have received a flyer in the mail last month. Please visit www.zaps.com for more information and to register.

State acT for Juniors: The mandatory State AcT is April 28th here at D’Evelyn. Juniors DO NOT need to register for 
this exam. it is recommended that, in addition to the state mandated AcT in April, students take a National AcT with the optional 
writing as some colleges require the writing section (public, in-state colleges DO NOT require the writing portion). AcT scores 
usually increase the second time a student takes the exam. To register for a National AcT exam visit www.actstudent.org.

nRoTc Scholarship information Session april 30th, 7th Hour
The purpose of the NROTc Scholarship is to train qualified young men and woman for service as commissioned officers in 
the Navy or the Marines. This scholarship covers up to $180,000, and pays a monthly stipend to the student of $250 during 
their freshman year, and it goes up $50 every year. This scholarship covers over 150 colleges across the country including the 
University of colorado.

ViSiT, ViSiT, ViSiT!
Spring Break is rapidly approaching. consider using your time to visit one or two local colleges or add a college visit to your 
itinerary wherever you plan to travel. Visiting college campuses is a great way to start sorting out what is important to you in the 
college experience. There are lots of great colleges within driving distance of Denver. 

coURSe SeLecTion anD coMPReHenSiVe gUiDance: in January counselors presented to 7th 
through 11th graders on the course selection process, icAP and student’s 4 year plan, graduation requirements and thoughts for 
building their schedule for next year.  counselors also met with 10th and 11th grade students on guidance curriculum which 
included providing detailed information regarding post-secondary planning. Naviance is the site where students have completed 
icAP tasks. check them out. You may log in with your student’s username and password.

JUnioR SeMinaRS: counselors will be holding three Junior Seminars this spring to help students prepare for the college 
process. The sessions we will be offering this year are: Essay Writing, Financial Aid, and Engineering with Bruce Goetz, Director 
of Admissions at the Colorado School of Mines. look for more information to come.

caReeR eXPLoRaTion SeRieS

Upcoming Session:

careers in Software engineering - Learn about the Medical Device field, Wednesday April 8    

Jay Dukesherer is the Principal Software Engineer at Medtronic Navigation. He is a 15 year veteran of software engineering in 
the Medical Device industry and has spent that time developing image guided Surgical products to aid in the treatment of Spinal, 
Orthopedic, Neurosurgery, and ENT disorders. He loves his job because he can go home knowing that he has built products that 
make people’s lives better. Please join us during lunch in the library commons. Everyone is welcome!

http://www.actstudent.org
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FROM THE HAllS | lANgUAgES

Tip of The Tongue: How Does One Wound the 
Soul?
By PiERRE D. HABEl, latin teacher 

The goal of last month’s Tip of the Tongue was to promote advanced language study (levels 4 and AP)  in which 
students read, discuss, and analyze rich authentic texts (and recorded speech in Spanish or French). At this level of 
study students can readily understand a distant culture on its own terms and in its own words. 

This month I’d like to illustrate this idea with an example. Latin 4 students recently completed close study of a 
brief Latin passage from St. Augustine’s Confessions. The Confessions offer a remarkable intellectual and spiritual 
autobiography of the author, including his youth and education, his career as a teacher of rhetoric, his pursuit of Neo-
Platonic philosophy, and eventually his conversion to Christianity, a belief which he promoted in writing and in service 
as priest and later bishop in his native North Africa. Augustine’s life (A.D. 354-430) and writings bridge the period when 
Christianity, officially tolerated in A.D. 313, became the dominant religion of the Empire. By 391 Emperor Theodosius I 
had ordered pagan temples closed and banned pagan practice. In many ways, readers of Augustine comprehend two 
intertwined yet distinct cultures, pagan Rome and Christian Rome.

Augustine wrote the Confessions about a decade after his conversion (386). His discussions of his life, family, friends, 
and students are deeply imbued with the Christian doctrine and belief that he ultimately embraced. The tale we read in 
Latin 4 features a friend and former student of Augustine named Alypius and it focuses on Alypius’ moral crisis when 
he travels to Rome as a law student at his parents’ direction. At the center of the crisis is the violence of gladiatorial 
spectacles which like modern UFC or other mixed martial arts celebrate the brutal wounding of the human body, though 
of course at the often-lethal level produced by armed and armored combatants. Alypius is a focused student who 
adheres to his parents’ wishes, yet lacks a developed moral center of his own. One day he is unwillingly and forcibly 
dragged to the Colosseum by friends and fellow law students who accost him on his way back to school from lunch. 
Though overwhelmed by his peers’ strength and numbers, Alypius challenges them to a battle of wills, indicating that 
while he will go to the Colosseum, they cannot overcome his resolve to keep his eyes closed and remain unaffected by 
the combat before him. You’ll note that Augustine portrays two combats here, one in the sand and one in the stands.

Alypius loses his battle when a particularly vicious blow to one of the gladiators causes a sudden uproar among the 
crowd. Intrigued and with his will overcome by the piercing cries, Alypius opens his eyes and takes in the bloody scene 
before him. As Augustine phrases it (in a striking inversion of the language of the Last Supper and the sacrament of 
communion), "when he saw that bloodshed, simultaneously he drank in the monstrousness" and imbibed madness and 
lost self-awareness and was delighted by the wickedness of the struggle and was intoxicated with bloody pleasure." 
Alypius is immediately converted into a fan and fanatic (the words share the same origin), and before long he is 
described as forcibly dragging others to attend similarly gory combats. In short, the bloody violence of the arena works 
its will on Alypius like a potent wine, and soon he himself becomes a violent recruiter of new fanatics. Augustine goes 
so far as to say that Alypius "was stricken with a wound in his soul more grievously than that fallen gladiator was 
wounded in his body." This wound, Augustine asserts, is eventually healed by belief in Christ, and he does so knowing 
that his Christian readers will view this as part of the redemption worked through the violence of the crucifixion. 

A modern handling of Alypius’ moral crisis would use the bloodless technical language of peer pressure and 
desensitization to violence. These Latin students had the chance to grapple with this character’s crisis in a historically 
and rhetorically rich context, and in the very Latin words that Augustine wrote over 1600 years ago. They have the 
chance to discuss and explore the value of having a creed (philosophical, religious, or purely moral) that surpasses 
a professional or technical expertise such as Alypius’ lawyering. How central these questions are to understanding 
humanity- what is moral integrity and how does one guard it?
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Anything Goes
By JANET PIKE, D’Evelyn Performing Arts parent volunteer

The D’Evelyn Music and Theatre department’s ambitious musical, "Anything Goes", 
wowed the crowds during its recent four night run. The Cole Porter music and lyrics 
were brought to life by nearly 80 cast, crew and directors, capping a four month 
effort. Big laughs, big song and dance numbers, and happy audiences will long  
be remembered.

The final performance was threatened by incoming weather when all school district 
activities for Saturday, February 21 were cancelled. Losing revenue from a full-house 
show would have devastated the budget for next year, but a huge effort to reschedule 
allowed most patrons to be reseated either on Friday or at a rescheduled performance 
the following Tuesday. "We did our best to accommodate everyone in the best way 
possible and we thank all of our patrons for their flexibility," said Sherry Shibly, producer.  
"It was terribly unfortunate for many out of town guests who were not able to attend. My sincere appreciation 
goes to the parents, students, and alumni who rushed to help with logistics and organization during a difficult 
circumstance." 

The cast, crew, and directors warmly thank all supporters of the production, especially D’Evelyn administration, 
building management, faculty, and the community who attended.  

For more photos and a full list of cast, crew, and directors, see the D’Evelyn Performing Arts website at  
https://sites.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/dpa/. 

https://sites.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/dpa/
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You love me, Hope. You're going to marry me! 
(Reed David Pike and Kimmy Christnacht) 

Icebergs?! Evangeline Harcourt (Ellie Paliga) panics to 
the Captain of the S.S. American (Jason Nuhn)

Lord Evelyn Oakleigh (Ryan Palandeng) and Reno Sweeney 
(Sydney Epstein) tango their way into each other's hearts.

Goof! Goof! Goof! Reno (Sydney Epstein) and Moonface Martin 
(Pete Dickey) talk 'Friendship" on the deck.



D'evelYN eDuCatIoN FouNDatIoN 
tony edwards, principal

10359 West Nassau Avenue
Denver, Colorado 80235

 upcoming Events   
March 2015 and beyond
Please confirm dates on the D’Evelyn website  school 
calendar.

March 3 DEF managers’ mtg. 7:35 – 8:35 a.m.
March 5 Band concert 7 p.m.
March 9 Steering Committee mtg. 4:30-6:30 p.m.
March 9 JAGs Committee mtg. 7 p.m.
March 10 Junior High Boosters mtg. 6 p.m.
March 10 Accountability Committee mtg. 5:30 – 7 p.m.
March 11 D’Evelyn Performing Arts mtg. 7 p.m.
March 12 Orchestra concert 7 p.m.
March 17 DEF Board mtg. 6 – 8 p.m.
March 17 Junior high vocal concert 7 p.m.
March 18 Senior High vocal concert 7 p.m.
March 20-21 State Mock Trial Tournament  
March 23-30 Spring Break

Look for the annual 
Principal Survey that will 
be online March 2 – 16. 

A PUBLICATION OF THE D’EVELYN EDUCATION FOUNDATION

Editor Kathryn Hamilton
Assistant Editor Marianne Walthier 
Designer Monique Helfer 

The Jaguar Tracks is funded by the D’Evelyn Education Foundation  
(www.develyneducationfoundation.org) and is prepared and distributed 
through volunteer efforts. It is published nine times per year (Aug.-May, 
with a double issue in Dec/Jan.) on the first day of the month. Extra copies 
are available in the main school office. 

All submissions are due by the 20th of the month prior to publication. Due 
to space limitations, not all information may be printed and may be edited. 
All submissions for publication must be sent only by e-mail to: jaguartrax@
yahoo.com. No hardcopy or handwritten articles will be accepted.

D’EVELYN JR./SR. HIGH SCHOOL CONTACT INFORMATION 
Main office number: 303-982-2600
Attendance line: 303-982-5771
Bulletin board: 303-982-5770

VISIT THE D’EVELYN WEBSITE FOR THE MOST UP-TO-DATE 
INFORMATION: 
http://www.develynjags.org

HELP WANTED: 
Are you creative and looking for a way to contribute to 
the D'Evelyn Jr./Sr. High community? 
Jaguar Tracks is looking for a newsletter layout 
designer. 

Please contact the editor at jaguartrax@yahoo.com 
for further information.

http://jeffco.premierplanner.org/monthly.html?date=2010-11-01
http://jeffco.premierplanner.org/monthly.html?date=2010-11-01
http://www.develyneducationfoundation.com
mailto:jaguartrax@yahoo.com
mailto:jaguartrax@yahoo.com
http://www.develynjags.org

