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march 2013

Continuing to Thrive!
By TERRY ELLIOTT, principal 

NEW DANCE MOVES AND AN OPPORTUNITY TO VOICE SUPPORT OR CONCERN
This winter we have enjoyed two high school dances free of "grinding" or "freak 

dancing" at D’Evelyn. As you know, this year we have made the decision to enforce a no-
grinding dance policy. After a rough start with the Homecoming Dance, students have 
demonstrated great self-control, respect and responsibility in meeting D’Evelyn’s high 
expectations for behavior at a school-sponsored dance. Thank you to all of our students, 
especially the Senior High Student Council and Senior High Cheers, who sponsored the 
Winter Dance and Sadie Hawkins dance respectively, for allowing us to enjoy a couple 
of fun evenings of dancing.

Many parents and students have expressed an interest in having an open dialogue 
on the dance policy prior to Prom, both to raise concerns with the policy and potential 
negative externalities it may create as well as to communicate support for the policy. To 
accommodate this discussion, the Accountability Committee has provided time during 
the March meeting, which will take place on Monday, March 4 at 5:30 p.m. in the 
library. All interested parents and students are encouraged to attend.

STATE MANDATED TESTING
While I am looking forward to the new state assessments scheduled to be imple-

mented in 2014-15 (which will be the focus of my "Principally Speaking" column in the 
fall), I cannot minimize the importance of the two final years of TCAP for our program. 
The annual state assessment program, mandated through legislation and requiring 
all students to test, will be administered to all students attending Jeffco Schools dur-
ing the weeks of March 4 and March 11. The Colorado Department of Education 
utilizes all students’ scores to develop metrics for determining the accreditation rating 
of a school. Other agencies utilize the results of these assessments to "rate' or 'grade" 
schools. D’Evelyn’s high standing with the public (and colleges) is enhanced by a strong 
performance on these TCAP assessments. Please encourage your student to put forth 
their best effort on these tests, especially when they are asked to provide short written 
answers.

MARCH MADNESS AT D’EVELYN
Visions of a D’Evelyn double header in the state final basketball championship games 

are dancing in our heads! D’Evelyn’s boys’ and girls’ basketball teams have BOTH 
enjoyed undefeated league play this winter and are storming into the State Basketball 
Tournament. We anticipate hosting the girls’ and boys’ 2nd round State playoff games at 
DHS on March 1 and 2. Come out and cheer your JAGs on to victory this March!  

MATHCOUNTS, MOCK TRIAL, MERIT SCHOLARS, AND MORE
D’Evelyn students continue to accumulate impressive accolades for their academic 

acumen! Our MathCounts team enjoyed great success at the regional competition. The 
team as a whole won 1st place, and we also hold the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place individual 
titles. We wish them the best of luck at the State competition on March 9.  

    (Continued on Page 2)
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D’EVELYn EDUcaTIOn FOUnDaTIOn (DEF) - SUPPORTIng EDUcaTIOn & acTIVITIES

April 3 Deadline Looms Large
By RaLPH k. SPEncER, D’Evelyn Education Foundation (DEF) Board of Directors 

A total of $19,350 may be awarded to D’Evelyn seniors at the May 22, 2013, Senior Banquet at the Arvada Center. 
However, time is running out, which is why I said "may" in the sentence above, rather than will. Since the scholarship 
submission deadline is 3 p.m. on April 3, you only have about 34 days to submit your completed applications to Ms. Brown 
in the counseling office. Any graduating senior who meets the criteria, is thorough, plans ahead, and is willing to read and 
follow instructions is eligible for these scholarships, which can be viewed at the following D’Evelyn Education Foundation 
website link:

http://develyneducationfoundation.org/index-scholarships.php

The DEF Board of Directors is anxious to see all of this year’s scholarship money awarded to deserving seniors. A total of 
$8,600 is available for Achievement in Academics and Community Engagement; $2,270 for Academic Opportunity. Six 
thousand dollars will be awarded for Achievement in the Arts while $2,000 is available for Athletic Achievement. Please 
refer to my Feb 2013 article in the Jaguar Tracks for the specific scholarships in each of the above four categories.   

The most significant problem experienced in the past with these scholarship applications is missing information. For 
example, for need-based scholarships, you must include a completed FASFA, or Free Application for Student Federal Aid, 
which many of you have completed already! Missing recommendation letters are another example of missing information. 
DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE TO REQUEST SUCH A LETTER FROM A D’EVELYN TEACHER/
ADMINISTRATOR! Make arrangements in advance! They are responsible folks and will not disappoint you. However, 
please respect their busy lives and ask them sooner, rather than later, for these letters. Now is the time for seniors to go 
onto the D’Evelyn Education Foundation website at the above referenced link and click on any of the student scholarships 
listed. You may also access this same website by going to the recently activated link on Naviance, which is available to every 
D’Evelyn student. Score a scholarship on May 22; it will make you feel really good!

Excellence in Education awards
April 3 is also the deadline for nominations to be submitted for the $2,000 E in E awards, two of which will be presented 
to deserving D’Evelyn community members who meet the criteria included on the nomination forms available from Ms. 
Brown in the counseling office. These awards were established for the purpose of improving public education by recognizing 
and rewarding individuals who have 1) demonstrated an extraordinary commitment to inspiring belief in the importance 
of education and learning, 2) encouraged good citizenship and personal responsibility, and 3) fostered high standards of 
achievement in learning among the young people at D’Evelyn Jr/Sr High School. Students are not eligible for these awards. 
Nominate a teacher/administrator/community member for one of these awards.  If you nominee is selected, I guarantee you 
will feel really, really good!

CONTINUING TO THRIVE (Continued from Page 1)
Also enjoying success in team competition was D’Evelyn’s inaugural Mock Trial Team. In addition to strong performances by both of 

our teams, two D’Evelyn students won individual awards: one for best witness and one for best attorney. Only six of these awards were 
given in each category, and 13 teams participated in the regional competition. Incidentally, our witness captured the highest marks 
ever given for any single witness. The team is already planning for the 2013-14 competition.   

D’Evelyn learned recently that all four of our National Merit Semi-Finalists have been named to the elite Finalist status! It is a rare 
occurrence for any school to have one, let alone all, semi-finalists earn the designation of National Merit Finalist. Congratulations to 
seniors Jenny Chen, Michael Feller, Joshua Graber, and Keihan Swantek—all your homework certainly paid off!  

Of course, this is just a sampling of the success our students are enjoying. During this winter, students have participated in All-State 
Choir & Orchestra, and our orchestra was selected to perform at the CMEA Conference. Additionally, several students were selected 
to have their artwork displayed in local shows, earning awards in the Jefferson Foundation Equity and Excellence Art Show as well as 
Scholastic Art Awards of Colorado. Our Lady Jags also continued their success in the pool this winter with team and individual honors 
in the League and State meets. Finally, our young and committed thespians produced and performed in the musical, Once Upon A 
Mattress, this past February. D’Evelyn theater always promises a truly impressive evening of entertainment! 

Clearly, our students are THRIVING!
   

http://develyneducationfoundation.org/index-scholarships.php
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Annual Giving Campaign Falls Short
By RaLPH k. SPEncER, D’Evelyn Education Foundation (DEF) Board of Directors 

For the first time in several years, the DEF annual giving campaign is falling short of its $40,000 goal. at the regularly 
scheduled Board meeting on Tuesday, Feb. 19, Director cindy Jordan reported that, as of Jan. 31, 2013, the annual giving 
campaign had raised about $26,000, or $4,000 short of where it has been in mid-February in past years, and $14,000 short of its 
overall goal. Please consider donating to the highest-achieving public school in the entire state! Our current seniors blew the top 
off the colorado acT last spring with an amazing 27.4, the highest average acT composite score in all of colorado and one of 
the highest composite scores ever recorded in this state! and, once again, the D’Evelyn Jaguars are the #1 2a marching band in 
the state of colorado! all this, and much more (please see Mr. Elliott’s article, above), from a school that selects its students via 
a lottery system! Our school does not interview students and review their various test scores to determine who should be selected 
to attend. Our students are selected by a computer program that assigns random numbers to the hundreds of families that apply 
to D’Evelyn and attend a 1-hour parent information meeting. The rest, as they say, is history.  In a nutshell, D’Evelyn changes 
lives. Our amazing staff and faculty members work their magic day after day, week after week, month after month, year after year. 
Parents clamor to have their children accepted into the school and routinely bemoan the fact that there is only one D’Evelyn in 
Jefferson county. If you are reading this article, the chances are that you have won the lottery and your child is working very hard 
to reach the bar that is set significantly higher than many other colorado schools. Your student is benefitting from whole-class 
instruction, teacher-directed, textbook-based, and vertical and horizontal alignment principles that all contribute to the success of 
our incredible school.

More than 1,000 very fortunate students are building their future day by day under the auspices of D’Evelyn’s amazing faculty 
and staff. at every turn, these students directly benefit from your generous support. DEF, our school’s 501(c) (3) tax exempt 
organization, channels monetary gifts to a host of worthwhile programs, including the purchase of textbooks and classroom 
technology, athletic equipment, choir robes, and marching band uniforms, to mention just a few. DEF also invests in events and 
initiatives that directly enhance students’ experiences as we fund junior high social opportunities, a fun and safe after Prom, as well 
as scholarships to strengthen our faculty and help our seniors make the leap to college.

In light of the slow pace of the annual giving campaign this year, your decision to support the DEF is more critical than ever. 
We do not want decreasing dollars to limit our students’ chances to achieve at the highest level. Please make your check payable 
to DEF and mail/drop it off at the school as soon as possible. Once you have made your gift, please take a moment to smile in the 
knowledge that your contribution, regardless of its size, will have a positive impact on the continued excellence of a school that 
provides your child with a private school education at public school prices (even with your periodic contributions!). Thank you very 
much for your continued support!

saVE ThE DaTE:  
saTurDaY, march 9, 2013
Please come and meet/mingle with other D’Evelyn parents, faculty, and staff at our annual 
Dinner Auction at Pinehurst County Club, the theme of which is Denim and Diamonds. Slip 
on your best jeans and all the bling you can find, including your cubic zirconium, and enjoy 
an evening of fun and fundraising for the absolute best cause ever—your child’s school! 
Hope to see you there! 
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Calling All in the Community 
By MaRk FLORa, accountability committee co-chair

One of the objectives of the Accountability Committee (A/C) is to provide a venue for an exchange of ideas and an opportu-
nity for conversation and discussion regarding issues that may affect the D’Evelyn community . Several such conversations 
are scheduled for our next three A/C meetings . 

D’Evelyn School Dance Policy (March 4) h
At the March 4 A/C meeting (5:30-7:30 p .m . in the library) the A/C will host an open conversation regarding the D’Evelyn 
School Dance Policy (i .e . the no grinding policy) . Principal Elliott has requested time to discuss the enforcement of our "no 
grinding/freak dancing" policy at school-sponsored dances this year, and provide an opportunity for those in attendance to 
both ask questions and/or provide comment . The A/C meeting is always open to any D’Evelyn parent or student and we invite 
you to take this opportunity to share your thoughts and perspectives regarding this issue with our community .  

Steering Committee Candidates’ Forum (April 15) h
 With D’Evelyn Steering Committee elections scheduled for April 16 and April 17, the S/C has requested time prior to and 
during the April 15 A/C meeting (from 5-5:45 p .m .) to conduct a "Steering Committee Candidates’ Forum" for those parents 
who have applied for the three open "parent" positions on the S/C . This is an excellent opportunity to learn more about the 
governing structure of our school and the backgrounds of those parents wishing to serve the D’Evelyn community by partici-
pating on the Steering Committee .

Discussion on Honors courses at D’Evelyn (April 15) h
The regular April A/C meeting will follow the candidates’ forum on April 15 (5:45 p .m .-7:30 p .m .) and will focus on an update 
from S/C on their review of honors courses . Steering Committee has been researching and analyzing pertinent information 
for well over a year on honors course offerings . S/C will present their findings at this meeting, hoping to elicit perspective 
from the broader D’Evelyn community . Principal Elliott’s April Jaguar Tracks article will provide more information on S/C’s 
evaluation process as well as details of their proposal regarding honors classes . The presentation is expected to last from 
approximately 5:50 p .m . until 6:30 p .m . and will be followed by an opportunity for community discussion and comment . If you 
would like to learn more about the ongoing S/C review and deliberations, S/C meeting minutes and appended background 
information are available in the D’Evelyn library . 

Rocky Mountain Deaf School Presentation (May 6)  h
 At the May 6 A/C meeting (5:30-7:30 p .m .), the A/C is pleased to welcome visitors representing the Rocky Mountain Deaf 
School (RMDS), D’Evelyn’s likely new neighbor located on 12 acres in the SW quadrant of  Kipling and Nassau just to the 
SE of D’Evelyn Junior/Senior High School . The RMDS is a free Jeffco public charter school that offers bilingual education 
in both American Sign Language (ASL) and English for deaf and hard-of-hearing students from Pre-K through Grade 12 . 
The RMDS is founded on the belief that deaf children can and should succeed . Its purpose is to inspire every deaf student 
to think, to learn, to achieve, and to care . The RMDS was founded in 1997, and has existed in temporary space (currently 
a strip mall) since its founding . The school was recently approved for a $13 million grant from the BEST (Building Excellent 
Schools Today) Program through the Colorado Department of Education to build a new school specifically designed to meet 
the needs of its deaf and hard-of-hearing students . The 46,000-square-foot facility will accommodate technology appropriate 
for the education of deaf and hard-of-hearing children, provide safe and efficient traffic flow, and take advantage of energy 
efficient and green technologies with a goal of achieving LEED Gold Certification . The RMDS is currently completing its "due 
diligence" prior to the completion of the land purchase and, if successful, plans to begin construction in August 2013 and be 
open for operation for the 2014-2015 school year . Please join us in welcoming our new neighbor, hearing about their exciting 
new facility, and asking any questions you may have . We look forward to a great turnout at all of these important upcoming 
A/C meetings .

accOUnTaBILITY cOMMITTEE - FOcUSIng On ScHOOL IMPROVEMEnT

accountability committee Wants You!
If you have any interest in serving D’Evelyn in an advisory capacity, please offer your name, rank, and serial number 
to Toni Olson, Pam Kalkus, or Lisa Papke . No experience necessary . Yes, shoes and shirt are required . We are 
creating a slate of candidates for the April 15 meeting! Thank you in advance!
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Meet the Candidates 
The annual Steering Committee candidate public forum will be held on April 15 at 5 p.m. in the D’Evelyn library 

immediately prior to the Accountability Committee meeting. Attendees will have an opportunity to ask questions of the 
candidates running for three parent positions (Two candidates will be elected for a three-year term and one candidate 
will be elected to complete the remaining two years of a three-year term that began in 2012). The forum provides the 
D’Evelyn community an opportunity to meet all the candidates and determine how each candidate will support and 
uphold the D’Evelyn school philosophy; short biographies of qualified candidates will be featured in the April Jaguar 
Tracks.

Walk-in voting for this year’s Steering Committee election will be held in the school lobby on Tuesday, April 16 from 
7-9:30 a.m. and Wednesday, April 17 from 2-5:30 p.m. All parents (one ballot per family) and D’Evelyn staff members 
are eligible to cast either an ELECT or DO NOT ELECT vote for each candidate. Anyone who is both a parent and a 
teacher/staff member will be considered a teacher. In no case, even if duplicate roles are held, may any person, family or 
household complete more than one ballot. The only exception to this rule is if two D’Evelyn staff members are employed 
in the same family.

 

STEERIng cOMMITTEE – MaInTaInIng D’EVELYn’S cORE PHILOSOPHY

What is the D’evelyn steering Committee and  
what role does it serve?
By LInDa cHOUn, Steering committee chair

The D’Evelyn founders established a Steering Committee as part of the contract with the Jeffco District. According to the D’Evelyn 
founding document, Steering Committee’s primary task is “to make broad decisions such as upholding, interpreting and clarifying the 
philosophy; approving new curriculum; maintaining relations and communications with the District; and reacting to new laws or District 
policies, etc.” 

The Steering Committee was created to ensure that the school remains committed to its founding principles. In many organizations 
there is a tendency for the founding principles, ideals and practices to change over time. Eventually, the organization moves in a different 
direction. The responsibility of the Steering Committee is to consider all decisions relative to the D’Evelyn founding document in order to 
protect the founders’ philosophy and vision for the school.



6 march 2013 | jaguar Tracks

DEF SUBcOMMITTEES | DPa

Improv, Drama, Choir, Orchestra, Band 
If your student is involved in performing arts in any way at D’Evelyn, they’re doing  
something right. 

Research shows that your child’s involvement in the arts is closely linked to gains in everything from math and 
reading to confidence and teamwork. At D’Evelyn, our students have many opportunities to pursue performing 
arts activities, thanks in large part to our teachers who dedicate countless hours to ensuring such quality programs 
exist. In turn, the D’Evelyn Performing Arts (DPA) boosters committee supports teachers’ efforts any way we can. 
Getting involved (especially now, as several officers are retiring from DPA after this school year) can make a huge 
difference for our students’ futures. Take it from Chris McKellips, who has served as DPA president for the past 
two years:

I grew up a theater kid because my parents were teachers who directed the plays in the schools where 
they taught. I also loved music, and I took lessons on everything from the trombone to the banjo. I 
can’t imagine what I would have done growing up if I hadn't done these things. I would be a very 
different person today. My own kids have followed the family footsteps and been involved in dance, 
theater, and music lessons, too. These activities have helped form who they are, given them wonderful 
friends and grown their confidence. 

I always think that if we parents do what we can, maybe we can help, in whatever way, so that these programs don't 
shrink or die. Being involved with DPA is my way of investing time and energy in what I believe. We know how hard 
it is for the teachers of these activities to do it all on their own. We try to fill in the gaps and support them so that 
they can keep doing a fantastic job. We are blessed at D’Evelyn with amazing teachers in these areas, but keeping 
the extracurriculars alive is a huge job, and they have daily classes to teach, along with performance and rehearsal 
schedules. If we all do a little, we get a lot done to help and support these programs.  

It really is a small thing to volunteer for concessions, come to a monthly planning meeting or donate cookies. It's not a 
huge time commitment, and it's a simple way to get involved and meet others. It’s win-win!

Next school year we'd love to get some new parents involved in DPA and even get some new blood on the board! Again, 
this time commitment is minimal and so worth it. Also, we have some important DPA events coming up within the next 
several weeks, namely the Melodrama Theater (on April 12 and 13), and the spring concert social/fundraisers, for 
which we need parent volunteers! The Melodrama is performed by the members of the improv troupe, but the money it 
raises is used by all of music and theater groups supported by the DPA. The spring socials are a place where families 
of school musicians link up, catch up, and encourage our budding singers and tuba players in a fun, food-filled 
atmosphere. Who wouldn't love being a part of making that happen?  

hELP WaNTED!
To keep the DPA machine alive and well, there are many important upcoming roles to be filled, from 
concessions helpers/donators to officer positions! Also needed now are Melodrama Theater helpers, 
Instrumental/Band/Vocal Spring Concert Cupcake Social coordinators, Instrumental/Band/Vocal teacher 
liaisons, and an Entertainment Book sales coordinator for next year. Please let us know how you’d like to help 
by attending our next meeting (Wed., March 20 at 7 p.m. in the library), or send an email to the editor at 
jaguartrax@yahoo.com.
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Junior High Play
By MaRcELLa Hanna, English teacher 

This year’s junior high play is The Knights 
of the Rad Table by Pat Lydersen. In this 

time-travel adventure, Gwen is 
spending her Saturday reading 
a book and Artie’s riding 
around on a skateboard. Just 
typical American teenagers ... 
until Merlin wakes up from a 
1,500-year snooze to whisk 
them away to the days of 
chivalry! A fanciful farce about 
the legend of King Arthur in 
which Artie is majestically 
crowned king and Gwen meets 
the "to-die-for" Lancelot and 
the "Knights of the Rectangular 

Table." Part of the adventure includes a tea-
drinking dragon, a dangerous bevy of fair 
maidens and the Black Knight.

Lynne Murphy will direct and Marcella Hanna 
will produce. Senior high drama students will 
act as assistants and mentors to the budding 
thespians. Performance dates are April 25, 26 
and 27 at 7 p.m. in the D’Evelyn Auditorium. 
Tickets will be available at the door for $6. 
Don’t miss a delightful night of comedy with 
these talented young actors. 

Spring Fling Improv Show
By MOnTE MURPHY, history and theater teacher 

Laugh your way into spring with the 16th Annual Spring Fling Thing presented 
by D’Evelyn's own improvisational comedy troupe, D’Evelyn Disguise! For 
only $3, you can witness on-the-spot, hilarious comedy scenes being performed 
by DHS students. This year’s Spring Fling features spectacular games such as 
Forward/Reverse, What's My Line?, Make-a-Date, Survivor, Pick-a-Play, and five 
more! Friday, March 22 at 7 p.m. in the D’Evelyn auditorium. Can you think of 
a better way to start your spring break? Neither could we!

Musical Wrap-up

Last month's Once Upon a Mattress musical was a 
resounding success, thanks to the participation of 
nearly 100 cast, crew, pit orchestra, and directors. 
PHOTO BY JANE KOPPERL

RECYCYLING FOR DPA ...  AND BEYOND
Thank you for continuing to support D’Evelyn Performing Arts with the recycling of printer cartridges, small obsolete 
electronics and old DVDs. We are also collecting Box Tops! These items may be left in the collection area inside the school’s 
east entrance. For more information about recycling, please call Peter Szilagyi at 303-979-5715.

"For only $3, 
witness on-the-
spot, hilarious 
comedy performed 
by DHS students."



8 march 2013 | jaguar Tracks

FROM THE HaLLS | cLUB

Keep Calm and Mock On 
By MaRIannE WaLTHIER, parent volunteer 

After four months of preparation, D’Evelyn’s nascent mock trial team participated in the regional mock trial competition 
at the Jefferson County Courthouse during four afternoons in early February. We had enough interest to put together two 
teams comprised of the following students: Quinn Brubaker, Jessica Yu, Jason Yu, Kinsey Flanders, Justin Walthier, Jarad 
Johnson, Kate Wheeler, Sam Baugh, Sara Goldstein, Michael Feller, Bradon Carlton, Kevin Santos, Kevin Shen, Spencer 
McKay, Grace Tepley, A.J. Jordan, Se Young Cheong, Kevin Kalkus, Jane Dixon, and Taylor Hager. We likewise had a solid 
team of eight dedicated coaches, including three with no affiliation to D’Evelyn, as well as corporate sponsor Square Two 
Financial. And, we could not have done this without our enthusiastic faculty sponsor, Terry Elliott! We met every Monday 
evening as well as on Friday during 7th hour in order to prepare a prosecution and a defense for a fictitious murder case: 
The People of the State of Colorado vs. Kriss Everdone. We also had three weekend scrimmages against other high school 
teams in preparation for the competition.
Each day of the competition, the students did a fantastic job presenting their side of the case to a judge and jury panel, 
which consisted of local attorneys and judges. Attorneys and witnesses were scored on a variety of criteria. There were 
thirteen teams participating in the competition, of which three were selected to advance to the state competition. There 
were also 6 awards given to outstanding attorneys, and 6 given to outstanding witnesses. While we did not make State, 
we are proud to report that Kevin Santos won an attorney award and Kate Wheeler won a witness award. In addition, the 
lead judge commented that Kate was "the only witness who scored a perfect score in this competition"! Congratulations 
are in order to Kevin and Kate, and to all of our students who enthusiastically participated in Mock Trial Club. I think that 
everyone will agree that this was a fun and positive learning experience where new friendships were made. We are looking 
forward to next year, and hope to see some new faces as well as our returning students and coaches. If you are interested 
in learning more about Mock Trial Club, please ask your classmates or contact Mark Kalkus at markk@lamarco.com or 
Marianne Walthier at chefmariannew@yahoo.com.

  

PHOTO COURTESY JOHN WALTHIER

mailto:markk@lamarco.com
mailto:chefmariannew@yahoo.com
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student spirit
Congratulations to sarah Porter for being in the top 10 percent of all Colorado applicants for the 2013 

Prudential Spirit of Community Award. She is also receiving the President’s Volunteer Service Award that recognizes 
Americans of all ages who volunteer significant amounts of time to serve their communities and country. Sarah will 
be presented with the Prudential Spirit of Community Certificate of Excellence and The President’s Volunteer Service 
Award at the D’Evelyn Pep Assembly this spring.   

 
Sarah has initiated and organized several service projects including Ricebowls, Board Books for Babies, and Teens for 

Jeans. She has also dedicated significant time to other projects (Pennies for Patients, Save Lids to Save lives, and canned 
food drives) through Student Council and National Spanish Honor Society. According to Sarah, “These charitable orga-
nizations and projects all benefitted from our generous community, demonstrating that a motivated planner and an 
involved community can affect change in the lives of children all the way from Africa to Denver, and aid in improving the 
welfare of the hungry or those with cancer.” Her volunteer activities have stood out as an impressive example of what 
young people can do to improve their communities.    

Congratulations, Sarah, and thanks for making a difference!                             ~ BEVERLY HAYNIE, assistant principal

FROM THE HaLLS | STUDEnT REcOgnITIOn

Scholars of the Month
By BEVERLY HaYnIE, assistant principal

The Scholars of the Month for February were nominated by the social studies department. In junior high, Dakota Kisling was 
nominated by Mr. Mancuso. according to Mr. Mancuso, Dakota is a very unique young lady who excels in 8th grade U.S. History 
as well as in all her other classes, maintaining a 4.0 average throughout the seventh and eighth grades. Like most teens, she enjoys 
having fun and being outdoors, but what distinguishes Dakota is her unselfish and caring spirit. "kota" is the first to volunteer to 
help tutor others, is part of my peer tutoring group, and her love for academics is very contagious. Owen Fulton was nominated 
by Ms. newell. Owen demonstrates hard work and a deep understanding of U.S. History. He was also one of this year's finalists in 
the geography Bee. Owen's commitment to his studies is evident by the quality of his work and his level of engagement in class 
discussions.

Our senior high scholars include Caleb Rold and Emily Beese. caleb was nominated by Mr. Pachner, who observed that he 
possesses a passion for the study of history with enthusiasm that lifts every class period. caleb not only receives excellent scores 
on his exams, but consistently participates in and drives class discussion. Finally, caleb routinely demonstrates the ability to link 
historical data to the greater themes that make history the unifying thread of the liberal arts.

Emily Beese was nominated by Mr. griffin. Emily is not only one of the most gifted students he has encountered at D’Evelyn, 
but she also demonstrates remarkable focus, accountability, and kindness. Emily maintains incredible diligence in class, clearly 
following each lesson and ensuring that she understands all material. She frequently interjects pertinent and thoughtful questions 
into classroom discussion. additionally, Emily is a wonderful writer. In her work, she shows both eloquence and content mastery. 

congratulations to all of the Scholars of the Month! 
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Congratulations, Mathletes!
By cHRISTInE "kIkI" LEBLanc, mathematics teacher

D’Evelyn’s MATHCOUNTS team took first place at the recent 
chapter competition at Colorado School of Mines on Feb. 1. The team 
of junior high students Kenny Lieu, Charles Huang, Zachary Aparicio, 
and Cooper Dale came in first, second, third, and seventh place 
respectively! This was an outstanding achievement as they competed 
against more than 100 of the best math students in the area. Wish 
them luck as they prepare with coach Kiki LeBlanc for the state 
MATHCOUNTS competition in March.

The University of Northern Colorado has a two-round math 
competition every year. More than 100 students participated in the 
first round test given at D’Evelyn in November 2012. Twenty-four 
D’Evelyn students were invited to Greeley for the second round test. 
These students were among the top 10 percent in Colorado. Two 
D’Evelyn students, seniors Samuel Baugh and Keihan Swantek, earned 
an honorable mention for their results on the second round test. This 
places them in the top 2 percent of students in Colorado! Well done! 

Senior Montages
By SHaWna HETTIcH, parent volunteer

Senior parents, it’s time to begin planning your student’s 
montage! Start collecting photos and mementos for 
these special projects—an annual tradition at D’Evelyn. 
Montages will be unveiled at the after Prom party. Poster 
boards and instruction sheets are available for pick up in 
the counseling office now. Finished montages are due in 
the counseling office by the end of the day Thursday, 
April 25. contact Shawna Hettich with any questions: 
720-277-6648 or shawnahettich@gmail.com 
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Baccalaureate 
Service Celebration
By LaURIE VERBaL, parent volunteer

The Baccalaureate Service celebration has historically 
been set apart for graduating seniors in universities that 
were predominately christian in their curriculum. Since 
its inception, D’Evelyn students have continued to support 
this non-denominational opportunity to formally recognize 
god’s encouragement through all challenges and blessings. 
This function is not supported by the public schools and 
is solely planned and led by graduating seniors and their 
parents. Seniors have the opportunity to express how 
they have been encouraged and blessed during their high 
school years at D’Evelyn. We have the privilege of using 
the D’Evelyn auditorium for this celebration on Sunday, 
May 19, 2013 at 2 p.m. followed by refreshments in the 
cafeteria. all seniors and their guests are invited to enjoy 
this time in our journey to celebrate with thanksgiving!

For more information, contact Laurie Verbal, 303-237-
7181. klverbal@hotmail.com

 

PHOTO COURTESY JEFFCO PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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Counselors’ Corner 
Important dates & information
By JEnIca ScHOOnOVER, JESSIca gERBER & ROB nORTHWaY, counselors 

Juniors 

ACT Prep Classes•	  

Optional ACT Prep Classes will be held March 5 and 6 from 8:30-11 a.m. in 
W102 and W105 in the science hall. Students should enter through the 
west doors and be quiet as other students in the building will be taking 
the TCAP test during this time.

Students should have received a flyer in the mail last month. Please visit 
www.zaps.com to register or find more information.

ACT Exam for Juniors•	

The mandatory state ACT will be administered at D’Evelyn on April 23. Juniors do not need to register for 
this exam. It is recommended that students take a second ACT at a later time with the optional writing portion 
of the test. ACT scores usually increase the second time a student takes the exam. Some colleges require 
the writing section (public, in-state colleges do not require the writing portion). To register for a second ACT 
exam, visit www.actstudent.org. There are lots of helpful handouts and links to explore in the Junior Planning 
Timetable that was handed out last fall; this tool is also posted on Naviance.  

AsVAB EXAM For soPHoMorEs, Juniors, AnD sEniors
The Armed Services Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) Exam will be given during 7th hour at D’Evelyn on Wednesday, 
April 3, room G101. The main components of the ASVAB exam include an aptitude test, interest inventory, 
and a career exploration tool. The exam is available to all 10th, 11th, and 12th graders; the results will 
assist students in making informed career decisions. Anyone interested in enlisting or attending one of the 
military academies is required to take this exam. Sign up in the counseling office. See Mr. Northway with any 
questions.  

nroTC sCHoLArsHiP inForMATion sEssion 
The NROTC Scholarship is intended for training qualified young men and women for service as commissioned 
officers in the United States Navy or Marines. This scholarship covers up to $180,000 over the course of a 
college career and pays the student a monthly stipend of $250 during their freshman year; it increases by 
$50 every year. The NROTC Scholarship may be applied to over 150 colleges across the country, including CU 
Boulder, CU Denver, and Regis. Students interested in hearing more about the NROTC scholarship may meet 
with a representative from the Navy in the counseling center on April 4 during 7th hour. See Mr. Northway with 
any questions. 

VisiT, VisiT, VisiT!
Spring break is rapidly approaching—consider using your time to visit one or two local colleges, or add a 
college visit to your travel itinerary. Visiting campuses is a great way to start sorting out what is important to 
you in the college experience. There are quite a few great colleges within driving distance of Denver; you can 
compare the feel of a small, liberal arts college to that of a large university. Use any available resources to 
start deciding what matters to you.

CoMPrEHEnsiVE GuiDAnCE CurriCuLuM AnD inDiViDuAL CArEEr AnD ACADEMiC PLAn (iCAP)
In January and February, counselors met with 7th, 10th, and 11th grade students to deliver the 
Comprehensive Guidance Curriculum. This resource provides detailed information around post-secondary 
planning and makes a number of resources available to students. Counselors also asked students to complete 
ICAP tasks in Naviance, another excellent tool for exploring resources.  Parents may log in with their student’s 
username and password.
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seniors 
Please bring copies of any 
scholarship award letters you 
receive to Ms. Brown in the 
counseling office. We want 
to brag about you in the 
graduation program even if 
you do not plan to use the 
scholarship!

http://www.zaps.com
http://www.actstudent.org
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Survey says:  
Look for the annual 

Principal Survey that  
will be online  
March 6-18.

upcoming Events   

march 2013 and beyond
Please confirm dates on the D’Evelyn website  school 
calendar.
March 4 Accountability Committee meeting 5:30-7:30 p.m.
March 5 Jr. high choir concert 7 p.m.
March 5-7 TCAP state test
March 6 DPA meeting 7 p.m.
March 7 High school instrumental concert 7 p.m.
March 8 Tri-M talent show 7 p.m.
March 9 D’Evelyn dinner auction 5:30-10 p.m.
March 10 Daylight savings begins
March 11 Steering Committee meeting 4:30-6:30 p.m.
March 11 JAGS meeting – W213 6:30 p.m.
March 12 Sr. high choir concert 7 p.m.
March 12 Jr. High Boosters meeting 6 p.m.
March 12-14 TCAP state test
March 14 Jr. high instrumental concert 7 p.m.
March 15 Jr. high spring activity
March 17 St. Patrick’s day
March 19 DEF Board meeting 6 p.m.
March 20 DPA meeting 7 p.m.
March 22 Spring Fling improv show 7 p.m.
March 25–April 1 Spring break
April 3  Scholarship application deadline        3 p.m.
April 3 ASVAB Exam – 10th and 12th grades   1:50-2:30 p.m.
April 5 End of 6-week reporting period
April 8 Steering Committee meeting 4:30-6:30 p.m.
April 9 Jr. High Boosters meeting 6 p.m.
April 11 Math placement testing
April 12-13 Melodrama theater show 
April 15 Accountability Committee meeting 5:30-7:30 p.m.
April 15 Steering Committee meeting 4:30-6:30 p.m.
April 15 Steering Committee candidate forum 5-5:45 p.m.
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