
Follow Us 
Follow the Foundation on Facebook, 
and share with fellow alumni!

Welcome to the Arvada West High School Foundation newsletter.  The 
Foundation Board has been busy planning for coming events as well 
as having substantive conversations regarding enhancing our financial 
stability and sustainability.   
You will find details on the following items of interest:

Budget and Financial Information—The Board has been having active 
conversations related to strengthening our financial profile.  More details 
can be found on page 3 in this newsletter.

AWHS Academic Awards—The Foundation presented SIX scholarships 
at the Academic Awards ceremony on Tuesday, May 16th.  More details 
can be found on page 2 in this newsletter.

Annual Meeting—The Annual Meeting will be Tuesday, September 12th.  
We will begin the meeting at 6:30 PM in the AWHS auditorium.   
More details can be found on page 4 in this newsletter.

 

A Note From the President...

Continued on Page 2
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Connect With Us
Visit our website: 
www.AWHSF.org 
Email us at:
arvadawesthighschoolfoundation@gmail.com

Please tag yourself and friends in 
photos and articles throughout the 
newsletter.

www.facebook.com/AWHSF



President’s Note Continued
Hall of Fame—On Tuesday, October 17th, the Foundation will honor some 
former Wildcats in our annual Hall of Fame Gala.  More details can be 
found on page 4.   
 
~Mike Campbell (Class of 66), Foundation President
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Walk of the 
Wildcats
Preserve your name in time 
and support scholarships 
for graduating seniors. The 
Arvada West High School 
Foundation sponsors the 
Walk of the Wildcats located 
around the flagpoles at the 
main entrance of the school. 
The 4”x 8” ruby red bricks are 
marked with white infill letters 
on two to three lines. 
To receive an order form 
contact: Memory Lamfers at  
memzlady@gmail.com or The 
AWHS Foundation PO Box 
1677 Arvada, CO 80001. 

AWHF Scholarships Recipients 2017
At the Academic Awards in May the Foundation was proud to award 
over $11,000 in scholarships to SIX exemplary graduates of the 
Class of 2017.  Since the Class of 2013, the Foundation has awarded 
over $36,000 in scholarships to deserving and qualified Wildcat 
graduates.  Recipients complete a scholarship application and a 
Foundation Scholarship Committee reviews the application, academic 
success, recommendations, and a personal essay.  The recipients of a 
scholarship in the Class of 2017 are as follows:

Aysha Auseva will be attending Northwestern University

Kaitlin Kennedy will be attending Colorado State University

Brianna Lawrence will be attending Regis University

Erin Looney will be attending Oklahoma State University

Elise Majeski will be attending University of Denver

Racquel Zisumbo will be attending Colorado State University

Board Meetings
Foundation Board meetings 
are on the third Thursday of 
each month unless otherwise 
noted in the newsletter.  The 
July Board meeting will take 
place on Thursday, July 20th 
at the APEX Field House 
(57th & Miller--across Miller 
from the Stenger soccer 
fields) meeting room. The 
meetings are in the main office 
conference room at Arvada 
West beginning at 6:00 PM.  
Active members are welcome! 

Thank you
Your donations and 
memberships have made 
this possible:  
We would also like to 
publically thank the family of 
Treva Hancock, the family of 
Carol Crawford, and the family 
of Cara Parker Russell for their 
generous commitment to 
the Foundation scholarship 
efforts. The graduates of 
Arvada West appreciate 
the ongoing support of 
the Wildcat alumni and 
community. 

The recipients of a scholarship are as follows from left to right in the 
picture above:

Mike Campbell,  
Foundation Board President

Brianna Lawrence

Racquel Zisumbo

Elise Majeski

Kaitlyn Kennedy

Erin Looney

Treva Hancock,  
benefactor representing Hancock Family

Aysha Asueva

Camille Parker, benefactor representing  
Parker Russell Family



Foundation Board 
Directors 
On Tuesday, September 12, 2017, 
the Arvada West High School 
Foundation will be electing 
Directors to our Board of Directors 
at the Annual Meeting.  Board 
members serve a term of two years.  
We are looking for board members 
who believe in our mission. The 
mission of the Arvada West High 
School Foundation is to provide 
scholarships and alumni, faculty, 
and student support.

CONSIDER NOMINATING A 
WILDCAT ALUMNI OR STAFF TO 
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS.  
Nominations received after July 7th 
will NOT be on the ballot but will be 
nominated at the meeting

We believe that this work has 
never been more important than 
it is today and the Foundation is 
entering a challenging and exciting 
time, as economic pressures 
on our students and teachers 
increase and the demand for our 
services continues to rise.  We 
have a tradition of high quality 
service provision and activism to 
community engagement of our 
alumni and we invite you to become 
part of our team.  As a federally 
designated not for profit agency, 
our Board of Directors seeks 
representatives from the public, 
private and related sectors.

For more information contact Nominating 
Committee Chairwoman Kendra Cheese 
at cheesekendra@yahoo.com

3 Sons Fundraiser 
3 Sons Italian Restaurant Bar brings 
the best in traditional Italian food to 
the northwest Denver metropolitan 
area. Call us at 303-455- 4366. 
We are on the NW corner of 64th 
Avenue and Indiana Street in 
Arvada, in the Indiana Marketplace. 
The Foundation is proud to partner 
with 3 Sons for a fundraiser to 
support fulfilling the mission of 
the A-West Foundation. Your 
support helps support programs 
for students, staff, community, and 
scholarships. 
WHEN: Wednesday, September 
6th (doors open at 11:00 AM)
WHERE: 14805 W. 64th 
Just mention to your server that you 
are supporting the A-West Foundation 
fundraiser!
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Budget: A Quick History

Since its inception in 2012, the AWHS Foundation has had over 250 
individuals and organizations make some kind of financial contribution 
to the Foundation.  Many of those contributions were made through 
membership and renewal of membership.   
THANKS TO OUR ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP!

Also, in our short history we have had strong support through donations.  
Our top ten donors since 2012 are as follows:  
 
Colorado Association of Recycling 
Luke Heesacker (class of 1965) 
Cheryl Annett (Ross) (class of 1966) 
Gary Barngrover (class of 1966) 
Alan Wilderman (staff) 

These individuals have made donations totaling more than $24,500  
since 2012.  THANKS TO ALL OF OUR DONORS!

Please consider making a donation for 2017.  You may designate your 
donation to our scholarship effort or your donation could be unrestricted 
and those funds would be used to support A-West in a variety of other 
ways.  If you have any questions about donations feel free to contact the 
Board Treasurer Cindi Robeck at bolsen4639@aol.com

Donations: A Quick History

Our fundraising efforts have nearly doubled in the past year.  Our Kings 
Soopers program has been a rousing success. The 2016 Hall of Fame 
celebration made enough to cover its expenses plus $1000.  Our Annual Tea 
has quadrupled its’ income since the first one held in December 2013.  As of 
May our active membership is at an all-time high.  We have been able to fund 
more each year for scholarships since inception; for 2017 will have a 375% 
increase over our first year of scholarships provided.  Our overhead expenses 
are 20% of total income, making us in the top 10% ratings of non-profits on 
income to expenses. 

Since inception of the Foundation income streams are as follows:  

50% comes from donations,  
23% from membership,  
8% from the Annual Tea, 
6% from bricks, and 6% from fundraisers.  

It is through the tremendous support of our membership and the Wildcat 
community as a whole that the Foundation has been able to grow and fulfill 
our mission.  THANKS TO ALL!

Cindi Robeck (class of 1966) 
Bill (Ralph) Ashton (staff) 
Treva Hancock & Family (staff & alumni) 
Schlessman Family Foundation 
Janet Pease (staff)



Ladies & Gents’ 
Holiday Tea and 
Silent Auction
The Foundation invites you to 
attend our 5th Annual Ladies & 
Gents Holiday Tea. This lovely 
event benefits the Arvada West 
High School Foundation and 
helps fund scholarships for 
A-West graduates in the Class 
of 2017.  The catered food 
is scrumptious and there is a 
very fun silent auction. Arvada 
West students will provide 
entertainment with songs 
and carols during this special 
holiday event. 
  
MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9TH.            
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Foundation Hall of Fame– 
Class of 2017 Recipients
The Arvada West High School Foundation is seeking nominations for the 
2017 AWHS  Foundation Hall of Fame.  To be eligible for consideration, a 
nominee should be a person who has demonstrated leadership, character 
and service, and is recognized by his or her peers for a high level of 
achievement in his or her field.  They have made significant contributions 
to their field at the community, state, and national level.  Alumni should 
have graduated for Arvada West at least 10 years prior to the nomination.  

PLEASE CONSIDER NOMINATING A WORTHY WILDCAT  
ALUMNI OR STAFF PERSON.

All nominations must be submitted no later than July 7th to be consider in 
the Class of 2017 recipients.  For more information contact Mike Campbell 
at mjcarvada@gmail.com. The Arvada West High School Foundation will 
hold its Fifth Annual Foundation Hall of Fame Gala at APEX Indian Tree 
golf course at 6:30 on Tuesday, October 17th.     
 
SAVE THAT DATE ON YOUR CALENDAR 

Board of Directors
President - 
Mike Campbell (Class of 1966)
Vice President - 
Katie Groke Ellis (Class of 1999)
Treasurer - 
Cindi Robeck (Class of 1966)
Secretary - 
Tammy Yonkie (Class of 1978)
Directors - 
Cheryl Annett (Class of 1966)
Calleen Blatter (Class of 1981)
Kendra Cheese (Class of 1966)
Derek Everett (Class of 1998)
Richard Jefferies (Class of 1967)
Cliff Jurgens (Class of 1981)
Memory Lamfers (Class of 1968)
Betti Robers (Class of 1968)
Zach Rothmier (Class of 2000)
Scott Staley (Class of 1964)
Dale Anderson (Class of 1965)
Bob Dyer (Class of 1967)
Brett Bengtson (Class of 1999)

Annual Meeting
The Foundation Board provides planning and implementation for the wide 
variety of activities of the Foundation.  The Board meets once a month and 
various working groups meet as needed.  The mission of the Foundation 
to provide scholarships as well as support for students, faculty and alumni.  
The goal of the Board is to support the fulfillment of that mission. 
 
We believe that this work has never been more important than it is 
today and the Foundation is entering a challenging and exciting time, as 
economic pressures on our students and teachers increase and the demand 
for our services continues to rise.  We have a tradition of high quality service 
provision and activism to community engagement of our alumni and we 
invite you to become part of our team.  As a federally designated not for 
profit agency, our Board of Directors seeks representatives from the public, 
private and related sectors. 
 
On Tuesday, September 12, 2017, the Arvada West High School 
Foundation will have the Annual Meeting.  The Board will be reporting on 
membership, budget, and mission fulfillment and taking final action on 
Board of Director selection and bylaw changes. Those selected as Directors 
serve a term of two years.  If you know of someone who you would like to 
nominate as a Director for the Board please contact Nominating Committee 
Chairwoman Kendra Cheese at cheesekendra@yahoo.com



MISSION FULFILLMENT:  
A Targeted Foundation Strategy
The Foundation is a Colorado 
nonprofit corporation organized 
exclusively for charitable and 
educational purposes.  Those 
purposes are as follows: 
•to provide scholarships for 
A-West graduates, and, 
•to provide support and interest 
in A-West. 
THAT IS THE MISSION OF THE 
AWHS FOUNDATION.  
At the June 2017 Board meeting 
the Foundation Board approved a 
refocusing and expansion of our 
efforts to fulfill our Mission to target 
three areas:

1. Student support—There will 
be an expansion of our student 
support efforts.  In addition 
to providing scholarships for 
post-secondary education the 
Foundations will partner with 
A-West staff to identify and 
support students so that those 
students  may better participate 
in school activities and 
educational opportunities.  
2. Staff and Program support—
The Board has allocated $1,000 
to support student activity 
programs.  
3. Community Support—Efforts 
and research has begun to 
identify community and parent-
based programs that support the 
students at A-West.  Once some 
of those programs are identified, 
steps will be taken to determine 
how to most effectively support 
the students that those programs 
serve. 
A Mission Fulfillment Committee 
is being organized and working in 
partnership with the Scholarship 
Committee will expand the 
Foundation efforts to support the 
implementation of the Mission.   
  
For more information contact Mike 
Campbell, Foundation President at 
mjcarvada@gmail.com.
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Honor the Past, Build the Future
Consider joining the AWHS Foundation Board. There are vacancies on the 
AWHS Foundation Board of Directors. If you are interested in how you might 
be able to join the Foundation Board of Directors, visit www.AWHSF.org. 

Charter Membership 
 (formerly Lifetime Membership)

The opportunity to become a Lifetime Member of the Arvada West High 
School Foundation is coming to a close.  With a donation of $500, you 
may enjoy full benefits of membership for a lifetime as well as being 
distinguished as a Charter Member of the Foundation. The last day to 
become a Charter Member is September 1, 2017.  All present Lifetime 
Members will be recognized as Charter Members.  The Board of Directors 
thanks you for your involvement and financial support.  
 
 

King Soopers Neighborhood Reward Program

Help the Foundation (AWHSF) provide scholarships and other support for 
A-West.  AWHSF and King Soopers have a program where you buy a King 
Soopers Gift card and use it for your grocery store purchases.  In return, 
King Soopers (or City Market) will rebate AWHSF 5% of the amount you put 
on your gift card.  Here is your chance to support the Foundation without 
it costing you anything.  To get yourself set up to help fund a scholarship, 
contact Katie Groke Ellis at grokey8@gmail.com.  Thank you for helping 
making a difference in a student’s life.  


