
The Foundation has been very busy this year and are well on the way in 
planning for the numerous activities that will come in the next several 
months.  This newsletter will outline several important events and activities 
coming up as well as highlight the first half of 2018.

Class of 2018 Scholarship Recipients — On May 15th at the Academic 
Awards ceremony at A-West, the Foundation awarded $10,000 to three 
recipients from the Class of 2018.  More information can be found on 
page two of this newsletter. 

Hall of Fame — The Foundation Hall of Fame Gala is on Tuesday, 
October 16th.  More information can be found on page two of this 
newsletter.  
 
Budget and Financial Information — More details can be found on 
page three in this newsletter.  
 
The Annual Meeting  — The Annual Meeting for all ACTIVE members 
of the Foundation will be on Tuesday, September 11th at 6:30 PM at 
A-West.  More details can be found on page four in this newsletter. 

And other valuable Foundation news… IThe remainder of 2018 proves to be 
a busy one.  Please feel free to join us at any of our many events and do not 
hesitate to contact us on our Facebook page or through our website at  
awhsf.org.      –Mike Campbell (Class of 66), Foundation President 

A Note From the President...
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“Honor the Past...
Build the Future.” 
CONNECT WITH US 
Visit our website:  
https://sites.google.com/a/
jeffcoschools.us/arvada-west-
foundation/home 
Email us at: 
arvadawesthighschoolfoundation 
@gmail.com

Please tag yourself and friends in 
photos and articles throughout the 
newsletter. Follow the Foundation 
on Facebook, and share with fellow 
alumni!

www.facebook.com/AWHSF
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CONGRATS 
TO ANITA 
MARCUSSEN!
Anita has been a long-time 
supporter of the A-West 
Foundation through her 
generation contributions and 
catering support.  In April, 
Anita was selected the Arvada 
Chamber of Commerce’s Women 
of the Year.  WAY TO GO ANITA.  
 

YOU CAN  
USE PAYPAL
Supporting the Foundation can 
be only a few keyboard clicks 
away.  Using PayPal you can join 
the Foundation, buy a brick for 
the Walk of the Wildcat, buy event 
tickets, and make a donation.   

HARVEST 
FESTIVAL 
PARADE:   
SUN & FUN—
On Saturday, September 9th,  
join Foundation members in 
marching in the Arvada Harvest 
Festival parade.  For more 
information, contact Board 
member Derek Everett at 
deveret4@msudenver.edu.   

Class of 2018 Scholarships Recipients 

On May 15th at the Academic Awards ceremony at A-West, the 
Foundation awarded $10,000 to three recipients from the Class of 
2018.  The following graduates were this year’s scholarship recipients:

• Leon Giron Echeverri was the recipient of a $4,000 scholarship. Leon 
will be attending the Colorado School of Mines and intends to major in 
mechanical engineering.   
• Ayame Castro was the recipient of a $3,000 scholarship. At this time 
Ayame is an undeclared major but knows that it will be in the area of 
community service and helping others.  
• Bethaney Hanson was the recipient of a $3,000 scholarship.  

Bethaney will be attending Texas A&M University and intends to  
major in aerospace engineering.   
 
Through the generous support of the Foundation members and 
hundreds of community donors, the Foundation has now awarded over 
$48,000 in scholarships to over twenty Wildcat graduates since 2013.   
THANKS TO ALL FOR HELPING TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES 
OF WILDCAT STUDENTS. 

The Passing of Mr. Ashton

Ralph William (Bill) Ashton died peacefully at home on April 18, 2018.  
For many, many A-West graduates Mr. Ashton was OUR chemistry 
teacher.   He began teaching many of us when A-West opened as a 
brand new school in 1963 and taught at A-West for 23 years.  While 
at Arvada West, he chartered the Honor Society and the Arvada West 
Interact Club, a club that initiated the Arvada Alive CPR training.

After graduating from Arvada High School in 1947, and CU Boulder 
in 1951, Bill started his career as a high school science teacher in the 
small towns of Sedgwick and Haxtun, Colorado. After a short stint in 
Coronado, California, Bill finally settled in Jefferson County in 1960 
teaching at Jefferson High School for three years.  In 1987, Bill received 
both the Arvada West Area Distinguished Teacher and Colorado 
Educator for Jefferson County awards. In 2015, Bill was inducted into 
the Arvada West High School Foundation Hall of Fame in recognition 
of his contributions to the school and community.



REqUIRED 
MINIMUM 
DISTRIBUTIONS—
Another way to support  
the Foundation
Are you or someone you 
know nearing 70 years of age?  
Then you need to know about 
Required Minimum Distributions.  
Required minimum distributions, 
more commonly referred to as 
RMDs, are a congressionally-
mandated distribution from 
a qualified retirement plan 
(like an IRA).  These RMD rules 
dictate the minimum amount 
you must withdraw from their 
account every year beginning 
by age 70½.  You can decide 
what to do with that money.  The 
Foundation encourages you to 
speak with your tax adviser, or 
brokerage account manager for 
more information. Donations 
to the Bill Ashton Science 
Scholarship fund can be made 
through the AWHS Foundation.  

Board of Directors
President - 
Mike Campbell (Class of 1966)
Vice President - 
Katie Groke Ellis (Class of 1999)
Treasurer - 
Cindi Robeck (Class of 1966)
Secretary - 
Tammy Yonkie (Class of 1978)
Directors - 
Cheryl Annett (Class of 1966)
Calleen Blatter (Class of 1981)
Kendra Cheese (Class of 1966)
Derek Everett (Class of 1998)
Cliff Jurgens (Class of 1981)
Betti Robers (Class of 1968)
Zach Rothmier (Class of 2000)
Scott Staley (Class of 1964)
Dale Anderson (Class of 1965)
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The Passing of Mr. Ashton continued
Bill was a very involved member of his community.  He was a member 
of Arvada Rotary from 1974-2000, serving as president from 1983-
1984.  He was a longtime advocate of Olde Town Arvada.   Bill was a 
charter member of the Arvada Historical Society, serving as president 
from 1995-1997, and chairman for the Arvada Flour Mill Annex Project.  
He served on several committees that served to restore, enhance, and 
revitalize Olde Town.  
 
He was treasurer of the Pro Arvada Committee in 1991 and was a 
leader and advocate for the expansion of the Arvada Center, City 
Hall, and Ralston Road to Sheridan. Bill was recognized by the Arvada 
Chamber of Commerce as Man of the Year in 1994, and is named in 
Profiles of Arvada for the First 100 Years published in 2004.  His service 
to his community was inspirational.

Bill was instrumental in the founding and development of the A-West 
H.S. Foundation.  He was the Foundation Treasurer since its inception 
in 2012 until he retired from the Board in 2017.  Illustrative of his 
commitment to A-West and education is the establishment of the Bill 
Ashton Memorial scholarship.  He specifically wanted to support post-
secondary science education. Donations to the Bill Ashton Science 
Scholarship fund can be made through the AWHS Foundation. 
 

Budget and Finanical Information

At the July Foundation Board meeting, Cindi Robeck, Board Treasurer, 
reported a net income at the end of June of $3,675.80.  The total liabilities 
and equity of the Foundation as of June 30th is now $39,064.61. It is the 
goal of the Foundation Board to continue our plan of financial stability and 
sustainability.  The support of our membership and donations will help make 
this this ongoing effort.  Thanks for your support.



MISSION FULFILLMENT:  
A Targeted Foundation Strategy
In an effort to expand the 
support of the A-West students 
and community, the Foundation 
partnered with the A-West staff 
to provide ten students with 
some holiday support.  A-West 
administrators and counselors 
identified ten students whose 
families were experiencing 
financial challenges during the 
holiday season.  Prior to Winter 
Break, Dr. Robert Bishop, A-West 
Principal, met with the ten 
families and provided them with 
a holiday gift to support them 
during the holiday season.   
It was through the generous 
support of the Foundation 
membership and friends of the 
Foundation that we were to 
enhance the holiday enjoyment 
for these students and their 
families.  We simply could not 
have done that without your 
support.  Thank you.   

 
KING SOOPERS 
COMMUNITY 
PROGRAM 
 
If you buy groceries, then join 
our King Soopers Community 
Program.  King Soopers/City 
Market, in partnership with the 
Foundation, provides a program 
where you buy a King Soopers 
Gift card and use it for your 
grocery store purchases.  In 
return, King Soopers (or City 
Market) will rebate AWHSF 5% of 
the amount you put on your gift 
card.  ALL YOU NEED TO DO IS 
BUY GROCERIES AT KINGS.   To 
get set up, contact Katie Groke 
Ellis at grokey8@gmail.com.  
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Annual Meeting

Tuesday, September 11th is the day for the Annual Meeting of the Arvada 
West H.S. Foundation.  The meeting will begin at 6:30 PM at Arvada West 
H.S.  The Board will provide an update on the status of the Foundation and 
elect up to ten new Board members.  ALL active members (those with a paid 
membership through September 1, 2018) will have voting rights for new 
Board members and any bylaw changes that are proposed.  

Voting for the Board of Directors will commence on August 17th when 
ballots are mailed to all ACTIVE members.  You will need to return you 
ballot NO LATER than Thursday, September 6th (ballots received after that 
deadline will not be counted).  Also, in the mailing will be a proxy document 
for those members who are not able to attend and would like another 
Foundation member to cast their vote for them.  The proxy vote is due at the 
same time as your ballot.  Further directions will be found in the ballot and 
proxy mailed to you in August. 

If you have questions, contact Mike Campbell, Board President, at 
mjcarvada@gmail.com

Alumni News

Kate Groke Ellis (Class of 1999)... In April, the Arvada Chamber of 
Commerce awarded its Arvada Young Professional of the Year Award to 
Kate Groke Ellis, marketing, community outreach and communications 
director of Apex Park and Recreation District. The AYP Leadership 
Awards recognizes up and coming professionals on their innovation, 
entrepreneurship, professional accomplishment and community 
leadership. Katie is also Vice-President of the Foundation Board... 
CONGRATS TO KATIE!  

Additional News 
The following individuals have been nominated for a two-year term on 
the Board:  Dale Anderson, Brett Bengston, Mike Campbell, Bob Dyer, 
Katie Groke-Ellis, Scott Staley, and Tammy Yonkie. At the Annual Meeting, 
nominations for Board vacancies will be made.   
 

Thank you.


