
Follow Us 
Follow the Foundation on Facebook, 
and share with fellow alumni!

We are beginning our SIXTH year.  What an impact in a short amount of time!!!

Welcome to the Arvada West High School Foundation newsletter.  We 
hope that this new year finds you well.  The Foundation Board has 
been active in planning the coming year and you will find details in the 
newsletter on the following:

Ladies & Gents Tea—The annual Tea was a wonderful event that 
supported the A-West holiday season.  More details can be found on 
page 4 in this newsletter.

Kings Soopers Card Program—This past year the Foundation became 
part of the Kings Soopers Community.  More details can be found on 
page 2 in this newsletter.

Budget 2017—The Board has begun a transition to a budget 
development process that will further enhance the stability and 
sustainability of the Foundation.  More details can be found on page 2 in 
this newsletter

A Note From the President...

Continued on Page 2
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Connect With Us
Visit our website: 
www.AWHSF.org 
Email us at:
arvadawesthighschoolfoundation@gmail.com

Please tag yourself and friends in 
photos and articles throughout the 
newsletter.

www.facebook.com/AWHSF



President’s Note Continued
And other valuable Foundation news- On a closing note, elsewhere in 
this newsletter you will note the passing of Art Ohanian, the Principal who 
was there at the beginning of Arvada West, captained it through its early 
years and is fondly remembered by many alumni and staff.  

~Mike Campbell (Class of 66), Foundation President
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Walk of the 
Wildcats
Preserve your name in time 
and support scholarships 
for graduating seniors. The 
Arvada West High School 
Foundation sponsors the 
Walk of the Wildcats located 
around the flagpoles at the 
main entrance of the school. 
The 4”x 8” ruby red bricks are 
marked with white infill letters 
on two to three lines. 
To receive an order form 
contact: Memory Lamfers at  
memzlady@gmail.com or The 
AWHS Foundation PO Box 
1677 Arvada, CO 80001. 

Budget 2017

After extensive conversations, the Foundation Board will be using 
a modified budget model for the coming year.  For 2017, budget 
allocations will be made based upon resources the Foundation has in 
the bank.  We will continue to work at increasing our income so that we 
can support our scholarship efforts and expand our ability to support 
Arvada West.  As we move forward we will allocate monies based upon 
the need of the project.

The good news is that the Foundation ended 2016 with over $25,000 
in our checking account.  Through the wonderful generosity of our 
members and our community we have made great accomplishments 
in our short five year history.  The scholarship recipients and the entire 
A-West community is appreciative of this generosity.   

King Soopers Neighborhood Rewards Program

Do you buy groceries? If you buy your groceries at Kings Soopers 
or City Market you could help the Foundation (AWHSF) provide 
scholarships and other support for A-West.  AWHSF and King Soopers 
have a program where you buy a King Soopers Gift card and use it for 
your grocery store purchases.  In return, King Soopers (or City Market) 
will rebate AWHSF 5% of the amount you put on your gift card.  Here is 
your chance to help fund a scholarship without it costing you anything.  
To get yourself set up to help fund a scholarship, contact Katie Groke 
Ellis at grokey8@gmail.com.  Thank you for helping making a 
difference in a student’s life. 

Fundraiser at 
Steuben’s in Arvada
The Foundation is partnering with 
Steuben’s restaurant—7355 
Wadsworth Blvd--for a day of 
food and fun.  On Tuesday, 
March 28th, Steuben’s will 
donate 15% of ALL of their 
proceeds to the Foundation.  
Beginning with lunch at 11:00 
AM and going until they close 
at 10:00 PM, sales of Steuben’s 
wonderful offerings of food 
and beverages will support 
the Foundation’s ongoing 
efforts to support the A-West 
community and help fund 
future scholarships.  Bring your 
family or friends—or both—and 
patronize a supporter of the 
Foundation.  

Board Meetings
Foundation Board meetings 
are on the third Thursday of 
each month unless otherwise 
noted in the newsletter.  The 
meetings are in the main office 
conference room at Arvada 
West beginning at 6:00 PM.  
Active members are welcome! 



Foundation Board 
Directors
On Tuesday, September 12, 2017, 
the Arvada West High School 
Foundation will be electing 
Directors to our Board of Directors 
at the Annual Meeting.  Board 
members serve a term of two years.  
We are looking for board members 
who believe in our mission. The 
mission of the Arvada West High 
School Foundation is to provide 
scholarships and alumni, faculty, 
and student support.
We believe that this work has 
never been more important than 
it is today and the Foundation is 
entering a challenging and exciting 
time, as economic pressures 
on our students and teachers 
increase and the demand for our 
services continues to rise.  We 
have a tradition of high quality 
service provision and activism to 
community engagement of our 
alumni and we invite you to become 
part of our team.  As a federally 
designated not for profit agency, 
our Board of Directors seeks 
representatives from the public, 
private and related sectors.
For more information contact 
Nominating Committee 
Chairwoman Kendra Cheese at 
cheesekendra@yahoo.com

Fundraiser at 
Randi’s Pizza
Long time pizza hangout Randi’s 
Pizza will be donating 15% of 
all of its sales on Tuesday, April 
18th from 11:00 AM to 8:30 
PM.  Randi’s has been a long-
time supporter of the A-West 
community and is now partnering 
with the Foundation’s ongoing 
efforts to support the A-West 
community and help fund future 
scholarships.  Please bring your 
family or friends—or both—and 
patronize this long-time friend of 
the AWHS community.  
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Arthur “Art” L. Ohanian - Aug 10, 1923 - Feb 8, 2017
Dr. Arthur L. Ohanian, former superintendent 
for the Jefferson County School District and a 
veteran of the Pacific theater in World War II, 
died Wednesday morning in Arvada. He was 
93. Art died just four months after his wife of 
73 years, Ida Maye. 

Art was the first principal at Arvada West 
High when it opened in 1963, helping build 
the new school his kids and grandkids 
eventually attended. He moved up to assistant 
superintendent roles for Littleton schools in 
Arapahoe County and in JeffCo. 

In 1977, JeffCo hired him as superintendent, a 
job he held through 1981. In his 22 years working in the district, Art helped 
oversee a school system as JeffCo’s population nearly quadrupled. He later 
served on the board of trustees at UNC. 

Many graduates in those early years found Mr. Ohanian to be a role model.  
His presence and leadership at A-West helped establish the culture and 
community of Arvada West.  His legacy is ever present and will live on. 

During 2016, the Foundation had several partner organizations for our 
events.  They donated generously to help the Foundation reach its mission.  
We want to thank the following for their support of our events:

Arvada Rent-Alls    
Arvada Villa      
Fuzzy’s Tacos     
Schlessman Family Foundation

We also had over $9,000 in donations designated for scholarships for 
graduates of A-West.  We want to thank the following for their support of 
our scholarship program:

Treva Hancock & Family   
Cara Parker-Russel Family   
Colorado Association of Recycling

Please consider making a donation for 2017.  You may designate your 
donation to our scholarship effort or your donation could be unrestricted 
and those funds would be used to support A-West in a variety of other 
ways.  If you have any questions about donations feel free to contact the 
Board Treasurer Cindi Robeck at bolsen4639@aol.com.

2016 and 2017 Donations

Carol Crawford Family 
Gary Barngrover

Randi’s Pizza
Holliway Insurance
Indian Tree Golf Course



Ladies & Gents’ 
Holiday Tea and 
Silent Auction
On Saturday, December 
10th the Foundation had our 
4th Annual Ladies & Gents 
Holiday Tea. This lovely event 
benefited the Foundation 
efforts to support the A-West 
community and our post-
secondary scholarship efforts.  
Thanks to Anita Marcussen the 
catered food was scrumptious 
and the silent auction was 
enjoyed by all attending. 
Arvada West students provide 
entertainment with songs and 
carols during this special holiday 
event.  Next year’s Ladies & 
Gents’ Tea is scheduled for                  
Saturday, December 9th.  
Save that date on your calendar!
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Remember The Past, Build The Future
Consider joining the AWHS Foundation Board. There are vacancies on the 
AWHS Foundation Board of Directors. If you are interested in how you might 
be able to join the Foundation Board of Directors, visit www.AWHSF.org. 

Board of Directors
President - 
Mike Campbell (Class of 1966)
Vice President - 
Katie Groke Ellis (Class of 1999)
Treasurer - 
Cindi Robeck (Class of 1966)
Secretary - 
Tammy Yonkie (Class of 1978)
Directors - 
Cheryl Annett (Class of 1966)
Calleen Blatter (Class of 1981)
Kendra Cheese (Class of 1966)
Derek Everett (Class of 1998)
Richard Jefferies (Class of 1967)
Cliff Jurgens (Class of 1981)
Memory Lamfers (Class of 1968)
Betti Robers (Class of 1968)
Zach Rothmier (Class of 2000)
Scott Staley (Class of 1964)
Dale Anderson (Class of 1965)
Bob Dyer (Class of 1967)
Bobbi Monchak (Class of 1968)

Foundation Hall of Fame—Class of 2017
The Arvada West High School Foundation is seeking nominations for the 
2017 AWHS  Foundation Hall of Fame.  To be eligible for consideration, a 
nominee should be a person who has demonstrated leadership, character 
and service, and is recognized by his or her peers for a high level of 
achievement in his or her field.  They have made significant contributions to 
their field at the community, state, and national level.  Alumni should have 
graduated for Arvada West at least 10 years prior to the nomination.  

Please consider nominating a worthy wildcat alumni or staff person.  
For more information contact Mike Campbell at mjcarvada@gmail.com.

The Arvada West High School Foundation will hold its Fifth Annual 
Foundation Hall of Fame Gala at APEX Indian Tree golf course at 6:30 on 
Tuesday, October 17th. Save that date on your calendar!

Lifetime Charter Members
In 2014, the Foundation Board approved a policy that an individual 
could purchase a Lifetime Membership for $500.  Each year we have had 
members who have generously chosen to support the Foundation by 
purchasing such a membership.  Those individuals are as follows:
Cheryl Annett (Class of 1966)
Ralph Ashton (retired staff)
Gary Barngrover (Class of 1966)
Kendra Cheese (Class of 1966)
Eloyce Gaar (retired staff)   
Scott Grainger (Class of 1966)
We want to express our sincere appreciation for the support these 
individuals have made.  It is through this kind of financial support that the 
Foundation has been able to award nineteen scholarships since 2012 and 
support many school and community projects (such as After Prom).  

Richard Jefferies (Class of 1967)
Michael Klug (Class of 1966)  
Mike Reinhardt (Class of 1966)
Cindi Robeck  (Class of 1966)
Kathleen Sawada (Class of 1970)
Alan Wilderman (retired staff)


