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50 YEARS LATER AND FINALLY ON THE WEB 

ifty years ago, in 1963, 

the doors of Arvada West 

High School first opened 

to students.  A primary focus of 

the Arvada West High School 

Foundation during the coming 

months will be the celebration 

of this Golden Anniversary, 

looking back to the early days 

of our alma mater and looking 

ahead to the wonderful 

opportunities available to 

present and future students.  

Certainly technology and 

communications have changed 

drastically over the past half 

century and a traditional 

newsletter is no longer the 

optimum means for getting out 

the “news.”  To keep our 

members up to date and aware 

of alumni activities and events, 

we have a website at 

www.arvadawesthighschooolfou

ndation.org.  The site is a work 

in progress, so please check 

back frequently to see what has 

been added and improved. 

Besides the website, your 

Foundation will keep members 

informed through monthly 

email updates, as well as 

through social media such as 

Facebook – visit us at 

http://www.facebook.com/page

s/Arvada-West-High-School-

Foundation/103945956422630.   

We hope that you will still find 

this newsletter informative as 

we tell you about the “Walk of 

the Wildcats” project and the 

first scholarships we will be 

awarding to AWHS students.  

We will look back to the 

opening of the School’s doors 

nearly 50 years ago, and look 

ahead to some exciting events 

that have been planned. 

 
WALK OF THE WILDCATS 2013    
 

he Walk of the Wildcats 

2013 is a commemorative 

brick  project sponsored 

by the Arvada West  High 

School  Foundation.  This is a 

continuation of the project 

started in 2007 when the new 

Arvada West High School 

building was opened and is 

intended to connect our past 

with the future. 

The 4 x 8 inch bricks 

celebrating AWHS’s 50th 

school year are ruby colored 

with white infill letters to 

match the 2007 bricks, and 

will be installed in the circle 

drive at the South main  

 

school entry.  The North half 

of the circle will be comprised 

of the bricks placed in 2007, 

and the 2013 bricks will be 

installed in the South half. 

We invite current students 

and faculty, alumni, faculty 

alumni and community 

members to purchase a 

commemorative brick. The 

price of each 4 x 8 brick is 

$50.00 and the net proceeds 

will be used by the Foundation 

to fund scholarships and 

support AWHS education 

programs.   

 

 

Brochures will be available on 

March 15, 2013 and ordering 

information will be posted on 

the Foundation’s website.  

Bricks that are ordered by 

June 2013 will be installed in 

August as part of the 50th 

anniversary celebration.  

Orders may be sent to the 

Arvada West High School 
Foundation P.O. Box 1677, 
Arvada CO 80001, with 
payment by cash, check, 

money order, PayPal, Visa or 
Mastercard.  
 
For more information contact 
Bill Ashton   303-422-4712 or 
bill.ashton@msn.com  
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WHERE WERE WE IN ’63? 

ur school is preparing 

for its 50th Anniversary.  

Classes began at Arvada 

West High School on September 

3, 1963.  You could then buy a 

gallon of gas for 25 cents, a 

first class postage stamp was a 

nickel and Americans’ average 

annual income was less than 

$5,700.  A new group, The 

Beatles was popular, but the 

hottest songs on the radio were 

“My Boyfriend’s Back” by the 

Angels and Bobby Vinton’s 

“Blue Velvet.”  “Louie, Louie” 

had been released a few weeks 

earlier and was controversial.  

The song by the Kingsmen was 

recorded so poorly that many 

words were unintelligible, 

leading some to believe they 

were obscene.  They were not; 

they were the same words 

written by Richard Berry in 

1955.  The popular motion 

pictures included Becket, Dr. 

Strangelove, Mary Poppins, My 

Fair Lady and Zorba the Greek.  

Arvada had just become a 

home rule city and was 

debating the need for urban 

renewal.  It had been less than 

a week since Martin Luther 

King, Jr. had made his “I Have 

a Dream” speech. 

The students on that first 

opening day were rural and   

suburban kids.  We had a new 

school, new friends and our 

own dreams.  The future was 

wide open and full of promise.  

The Wildcats’ first football game 

was against Englewood High 

School (which was celebrating 

its 50th Anniversary), and we 

won 18-10.  Junior running 

back Frank Campanella rushed 

for more yards than any 

Pirates’ opponent had ever 

managed.  It looked like a great 

football season – until the 

league games began.  Arvada 

West finished 0-7 in league 

play.  The first cross country 

season was better.  Junior Peter 

Van Arsdale finished 4th in the 

state meet and AWHS was the 

number one team in the 

county. 

It’s hard to have a homecoming 

during a school’s first year as 

there is no one to come back.  

Instead, we had a “Football 

Dance.”  It felt the same as a 

Homecoming Dance.   

Thanksgiving Day is celebrated 

on the fourth Thursday of 

November.  The latest it can 

ever be is November 28th – and 

that was when it fell in 1963.  

There would be little time 

between the Thanksgiving and 

Christmas breaks from school, 

and we students – as always – 

were looking forward to the 

extended time off.  On Friday, 

November 22nd, we were having 

lunch in the cafeteria, chatting 

with friends, when a teacher 

approached our table, looking 

quite serious, and told us that 

President Kennedy had just 

been shot.  For some reason we 

thought he was kidding and we 

waited for a punch line.  None 

came.  School was cancelled for 

the entire week leading up to 

Thanksgiving and the nation 

spent days sitting in front of 

televisions and wondering what 

had really happened.  Lee 

Harvey Oswald, the presumed 

assassin was himself murdered 

in the Dallas Police Station on 

live TV. 

We returned to school on 

Monday, December 2nd.  No one 

talked about how bad the 

Denver Broncos had looked 

losing to the Oakland Raiders in 

a Thanksgiving Day game.  No 

one even asked why they had 

bothered to play.  We were still 

in shock.  Nothing was ever 

going to be the same again.  

Life had changed and the world 

had changed. 

And having changed, life went 

on and the world went on.  

1963 became 1964, and Arvada 

West had its first graduates; 

1966 saw the graduation of 

those who were lowly 

sophomores when the school 

first opened (there were only 

three classes – 9th grade was 

still a part of junior high 

school).  The 1960s became the 

1970s, then the 80s and the 

90s and then a whole new 

millennium.  The original school 

was torn down and replaced 

with a more modern building.  

Thousands of incoming 

freshmen or sophomores have 

graduated and become alumni.  

There have been other 

tragedies that have left them 

(and us) in shock and 

wondering if life would ever be 

the same; and each time, life 

and the world have gone on.   

Whether you love it or hate it, 

Arvada West High School, in 

some incarnation, is still there; 

the friends who shared your 

time at the school remain, at 

the very least, in your 

memories; and the future truly 

is still wide open and full of 

promise.  Go Wildcats, go into 

that future. 
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SCHOLARSHIPS OFFERED TO 2013 GRADS 

he Arvada West high 

School Foundation is 

offering two $1,000.00 

scholarships to AWHS seniors 

graduating in 2013.  Applicants 

must have at least a 2.5 GPA 

(unweighted), intend to attend 

a Colorado two-year or four-

year college or a Colorado trade 

or technical school after 

graduation and complete a 

scholarship application.  

Application forms are available 

from the Counseling office at 

AWHS or may be downloaded 

from the Foundation’s website 

at 

http://www.arvadawesthighsch

oolfoundation.org/scholarship.h

tml.  If you know anyone who 

may be interested, please let 

them know about this 

opportunity as soon as 

possible.  Completed 

applications should be mailed to 

Arvada West High School 

Foundation, P. O. Box 1677, 

Arvada, CO  80001, and must 

be RECEIVED by MARCH 15, 

2013 

We will continue to offer 

scholarships to future 

graduates, the number and 

amount depending upon the 

success of our fundraising 

activities.  Almost all of the 

annual membership dues and 

donations that have been 

received over the past year 

have been used to fund these 

initial scholarships.  Members 

are asked to please to renew 

your membership each year so 

that we can provide this 

assistance to deserving 

graduates.

 

HALL OF FAME 

ver the past 50 years, 

Arvada West High 

School has had more 

than its share of outstanding 

graduates who have 

distinguished themselves in 

many fields.  Some have been 

professional or Olympic 

athletes.  Others have become 

internationally recognized 

scientists.  There have been 

award winning artists and 

musicians, as well as respected 

educators and business leaders.  

Some have served in elected or 

appointed governmental offices, 

while others have become 

known through work in news 

and entertainment media.  To 

recognize some of the most 

outstanding of these graduates, 

an Arvada West “Hall of Fame” 

is being established, and the 

first members of the Hall of 

Fame will be named at the 

Foundation’s annual meeting in 

September. 

In a few months, we will elect 

the initial honorees; right now 

we are asking each of you to 

help pick the nominees.  If you 

know of any AWHS graduate 

who has distinguished himself 

or herself in any field, please 

nominate that person either by 

mail to Arvada West High 

School Foundation, P. O. Box 

1677, Arvada, CO  80001, or 

email to 

arvadawesthighschoolfoundatio

n@hotmail.com.  You may also 

contact Louis Weltzer at 

lweltzer@hotmail.com.  Thanks 

for your help.

 

COMING EVENTS – BOWLING AND MORE 

he Arvada West High 

School Foundation is 

planning several exciting 

events over the next few 

months, including a day of 

bowling at Western Bowl, 

10000 Ralston Road in Arvada.  

This fun family activity will be 

held on May 11, 2013.  Save 

the date and more details will 

be sent to you soon.  A wine 

tasting and art show is planned 

for this Fall.  As we work out 

the details and determine the 

dates for upcoming activities, 

we will post the information on 

the website, 

www.arvadawesthighschoolfoun

dation.org and keep you 

informed through our monthly 

emails.   
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ANNUAL MEETING OF MEMBERS 

he annual Members’ 

Meeting will be held on 

September 17, 2013.  In 

addition to announcing the 

initial members of the Hall of 

Fame, directors of the 

Foundation will be elected.  If 

you would like to serve as a 

director, or nominate any other 

member to serve as a director, 

please submit such nomination 

no later than June 1, 2013.  

Any member may make a 

nomination by mailing it to 

Arvada West High School 

Foundation, P.O. Box 1677, 

Arvada, CO  80001 or by email 

at 

arvadawesthighschoolfoundatio

n@hotmail.com. 

The current directors are Mike 

Reinhardt (President), Cheryl 

Ross Annett (Vice President), 

Ralph W. (Bill) Ashton 

(Treasurer), Tammy Ashton 

Yonkie (Secretary), Mike 

Campbell, Kendra Cheese, Katie 

Groke Ellis, Deb Erickson, 

Cynthia Robeck, Joan Egloff 

Seeman, Scott Staley, Allison 

Swanberg and Louis Weltzer.

 

REUNIONS 

he CLASS OF 1968 

plans to hold its 45 year 

reunion on August 10, 

2013, but has not yet worked 

out the details.  For more 

information, you may contact 

memzlady@gmail.com. 

The CLASS OF 1973 will hold 

its 40 year reunion on August 2 

and 3, 2013.  No other details 

are currently available.   

The CLASS OF 1981 is in a 

unique situation for celebration.  

Most of the members of that 

class will have their 50th 

birthdays this year along with 

AWHS.  They plan to celebrate 

with a tour of the school and a 

BBQ picnic at the Allen House 

Pavilion (Ralston Road and 

Quail Street) from 11:00 am 

until 8:00 pm on Saturday June 

8, 2013.  They have some great 

activities planned and you can 

find out more by emailing 

awestclassof81@yahoo.com. 

Another celebration is planned 

for the first weekend in August 

when the CLASS OF 1988 will 

gather for its 25th Reunion, 

featuring a get-together on 

Saturday evening August 3rd 

and a picnic and tour of the 

school on Sunday, August 4th.  

You can check out their 

website, which is 

http://www.arvadawest1988.w

ebs.com/whenwhere.htm 

To be certain that no social 

calendars are left unfilled that 

weekend, the CLASS OF 1993 

is having its 20 year reunion, 

with a “meet ‘n’ greet” on 

August 2nd, a dinner party on 

August 3rd and a family picnic 

and tour of the school on 

August 4th.  More information is 

available at 

http://awest1993.com/register

now.html.  

If you know when any other 

classes are holding reunions, 

please let us know.  We are 

happy to help publicize these 

events.  Our website should 

soon have a calendar where we 

can post the dates of these 

reunions and of the various 

activities of the Foundation.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 IF YOU ARE NOT A MEMBER OF THE ARVADA WEST HIGH SCHOOL FOUNDATION, PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING US 

TO HELP SUPPORT THE STUDENTS AND FACULTY OF AWHS.  MEMBERSHIP FORMS MAY BE DOWNLOADED FROM 

THE FOUNDATION’S WEBSITE, WWW.ARVADAWESTHIGHSCHOOLFOUNDATION.ORG.  WE ARE A 501 (c) (3) 

ORGANIZATION, SO ALL DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE TO THE EXTENT PERMITTED BY LAW. 
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