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Principal’s Report 
 

Fabulous News! We recently learnt that the Department of Education and Communities is committing to a 
capital works project to begin refurbishment of our oldest science labs. With this wonderful grant, committed 
funds from the CoJR and continued fundraising and donations to the Building Fund we should be able to 
refurbish three labs – C1.1, C1.2 and C0.1. We have begun the planning process in conjunction with Public Works. 
We are still awaiting news on a start date for the gymnasium.  
 
It is with great pleasure that I announce that Ms Daisy Kong will join our Science Department as a permanent 
member of staff. Daisy has recently graduated from the University of Sydney with majors in both Physics and 
Chemistry. 
 
At the end of this year we will farewell Dr Carmelita Maitra. Dr Maitra has been a fabulous leader of our 
Chemistry team for many years, coordinating Year 12 Chemistry and implementing our Chemistry Olympiad 
program. Dr Maitra, a computer programmer, in her spare time was also a leader of our highly successful 
Informatics teams. We wish Dr Maitra well in her retirement and in her plans to move to Queensland. 
 
We have also farewelled another member of the JRAHS staff: Paolo Tardelli who has been our wonderful 
gardener for the past five years. A talented and creative man, Paolo has used his many skills and talents to ensure 
our lovely grounds have flourished. Paolo is well respected by both the staff and students of our school and will 
be missed. We wish him well in his retirement and great enjoyment in the many travels to come. 
 
The Australian Informatics Team has had incredible 
success at the 2014 IOI held in Taiwan. Ishraq Huda (11) 
came equal first in the world with a perfect score of 
600/600 to earn a Gold Medal. Ray Li (12) also did 
superbly achieving a Silver Medal. Oliver Fisher 
(Normanhurst Boys High School) came 5th in the world and 
Michael Chen (Scots College, Melbourne) came 36th in the 
world. Our ex-student Jarrah Lacko, was a very proud 
team leader of this incredible team. Our tally of two gold 
and two silver are our best ever medal sweep and our 
position was 3rd in the world We are very proud of the 
wonderful achievements of Ray and Ishraq and offer them 
our sincere congratulations. 
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Congratulations also to Praveen Wijeratne (12) and Yang Song (11) for their outstanding result of Silver and 
Bronze in the International Mathematics Olympiad. 
 
Tanya Han, of year 12, has earned the honour of receiving one of only six Marie Bashir Peace Awards for 2014. 
Tanya is an incredible young woman who embodies the school’s ASPIRE values and is committed to the service of 
others.  
 
This week we farewell our very talented and passionate Year 12 cohort of 2014. At Awards Day last week we had 
the privilege of hearing from Malini Raj (1998). Her journey since leaving JRAHS was an inspiration to all in the 
audience. Her message to seize all opportunities and aim for balance resonated with staff, parents and students. 
At the Awards Day assembly I urged Year 12 to continue to aspire to achieve great things. ASPIRE, of course, are 
our school values – Acceptance, Service, Participation, Integrity, Respect and Endeavour. 
 
T.S Elliot said “Only those who risk going too far can possibly find out how far they can go.” As a school 
community we all ask Year 12 to risk going too far and in so doing achieve so much more then we can imagine. 
A harmonious year group, the class of 2014 have shown acceptance of each other and a willingness to work 
together. Their service to others has been exemplary –their volunteer work, service to the school and 
community, dedication to social justice and leadership of so many of our co-curricular programs has been 
inspirational. It has been fabulous watching the class of 2014 actively participate in all areas of school life. The 
2013-2014 Prefect Body have been exceptional and have fulfilled their mission of raising school spirit, building on 
and creating traditions and uniting the whole community. Their leadership and modelling of integrity to other 
students has been much appreciated. Their respect of the community and their peers is admirable.  
Their persistence and endeavour to achieve their goals is admirable. 
 
It has been a great pleasure working with the Class of 2014 and on behalf of the whole school community I would 
like to congratulate them on their many successes and wish all a creative and passionate future filled with much 
laughter, love, adventure and fun. Christopher Reeve said “At first dreams seem impossible, then improbable, 
then inevitable”. As a school community we wish that all the dreams of the Class of 2014 become inevitable. 
 
It has been another wonderful term at James Ruse and I thank the many Alumni that have reached out to 
connect with us – please continue to do so.  
 
Megan Connors 
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A Message from the President 
 
Hello again! 
 
Best of luck to the James Ruse Class of 2014, who are a month away from the HSC, and two months 
away from a whole new set of opportunities and challenges.  
 
A few weeks ago, I had the privilege of meeting some keen James Ruse students at a university open 
day. It was excellent to see them being so proactive about their future lives and careers.  
 
There is life after the HSC, as all of us well know. But I think the wisest words on the subject come 
from the ever-incisive Ms Mayers; she once told me, 'good HSC marks don't define the rest of your 
life. But they certainly help.'  
 
Congratulations to the Year 11 debating team, who are the State Champions of the Premier's 
Debating Challenge Metro competition. Additionally, Brendan Ma has been selected as a member of 
the Australian delegation to The Hague International Model United Nations Conference. 
 
Recently, a number of James Ruse students met with students from Barker College and Miller 
Technology High School to hear first hand about the experiences of refugees. Those sharing their 
stories on the day included a number of Miller staff. It's great to see students considering current 
issues and thinking about how to address them. 
 
On a 'similar-but-different' note, an old comrade of mine from school, Ringo Mok, recently returned 
to James Ruse to complete a teaching internship. By all accounts, he was a hit with his students. 
These are just a few examples. I wonder what other incredible things our school friends are 
achieving that we don't hear about? 
 
These stories make me believe even more that it's 
enriching and enjoyable to find out what former 
classmates are up to. So, I urge you all to keep engaging 
with your Union and your friends. With several reunions 
in the next few months, there's never a better time to get 
in touch! 
 
Here's hoping you're all drying out after the past month. 
Until next time. 
 
 
Rohan Campbell 
rohantcampbell@gmail.com 
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Year 8 Cross Curriculum Excursion to Parramatta  

Students explored, collected data, surveyed, photographed and investigated the 

local Parramatta area in order to assist with their week long cross curricular program;  

Redesign Parramatta city for 2050 
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Term 3 at JRAHS 
 

 Ishraq Huda (11) came equal first in the world in the International Olympiad in 

Informatics with a perfect score of 600/600 to earn a Gold Medal. Ray Li (12) also did 

superbly achieving a Silver Medal. 

 Congratulations to Daniel Selvadurai (8) who was awarded First Place in the Zone 

Final of the Legacy Public Speaking Competition(Years 7-10). Our debaters have also been 

flourishing with Year 10 winning the Macquarie Cup. 

 Congratulations also to the very talented Jessica Guo (10) who has been selected to 

represented NSW in the Australian Cross Country competition in Perth next month. We wish 

Jessica a successful meet. 

 Congratulations to the Ruse Robotics team who worked all holidays to prepare for 

their latest international competition. The team worked well together achieving the Judges’ 

award. Thank you to Mrs Pooviah and Mr Pronger for the wonderful assistance and time 

they have given the team. 

 The UN Youth NSW competition was held. Stephanie Wu and Brendan Ma were the 

successful winners of this year’s event.   

 Congratulations to Brendan Ma (11) who has been selected to attend the THIMUN 

(The Hague International Model United Nations), a conference held every year in the 

Netherlands that brings together thousands of students from around the world. As a part of 

Australia’s 20th ever delegation to THIMUN since its inception in 1968, the delegation will be 

representing a UN member state, debating resolutions in commissions and chambers, and 

engaging with world leaders, NGOs and institutions. Organised by UN Youth Australia, 

Brendan will be travelling on a unique, once in a lifetime tour from 1 January to 3 February 

2015. With the purpose of education and experience, Brendan will travel across Eastern and 

Western Europe from Budapest to Amsterdam. We congratulate Brendan on his fabulous 

success in achieving this role and wish him a wonderful trip. 

 Sarah Tan (11) competed in the NSW Table Tennis Junior Open Championships 

earlier in July and won the Gold medal in the U18 Girls singles as well as the Gold medal in 

the U18 Girls Doubles. Sarah has been selected in the Australian High Performance Squad 

and is also in the National Junior Squad.  

 

https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/UrlBlockedError.aspx
https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/UrlBlockedError.aspx
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  Mudith Jayasekara (12) received the 

2014 Pierre de Coubertin Award at the Hall of 

Legends, Sydney Olympic Park. He 

participated in the ‘Olympic Academy Day’ 

and he enjoyed very much learning about the 

Olympic spirit. The award represents the 

highest honour and reflects Mudith’s 

exceptional level of sportsmanship and also 

his dedication and commitment to his sport. 

 Congratulations to Leila Nguyen-

Hoang who was successful in being selected 

to attend the NSW State Junior Music Camp. 

Congratulations also to Sheree Nguyen-Hoang 

who participated in the Vietnam Vision 

Project in Vietnam. Sheree is working with an 

Australian medical team, consisting of 

Ophthalmologists, GPs and Nurses, participating as a work experience volunteer. It will be 

fabulous to hear of Sheree’s experience when she returns next week. 

 Mathematics Challenge for Young Australians 2014 – Results. 

The results: 

Year & Division HD D C 

8-Junior 7 14 10 

9-Intermediate 10 11 9 

10-Intermediate 13 16 5 

 

 Congratulations to our mathematicians who have done so well once again in the 

invitational UNSW Maths Competition. Congratulations to Praveen Wijerathna (12) who 

came first and Yang Song (11) who came 2nd in the senior division. Congratulations also to 

Justin Wu (10 ) who came first in the junior division and Kevin Xian (10) who came 2nd. 

 ABS Australian Economics and Business Studies Competition  

The following students were awarded High Distinctions for their outstanding performance in 

the Australian Economics and Business Studies Competition. 
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Economics Senior Division – Donna Zhuang 

Economics Junior Division – William Luu, Jessica Bulluss, Simon Hua, William Chen 

Business Studies Competition – Winston Gu, Qing Ze (Joel) Huang 

 Congratulations to our Year 10 students who participated in the Science and 

Engineering Challenge recently. Our team now represents NSW in the Australian 

Championships in Adelaide in October. 

 Congratulations to Stephanie Wu, Jessica Choi and Brendan Ma who have been 

accepted into the 2014 Salvos Ambassador Movement program. SAM is a leadership 

development platform that aims to educate, equip and empower the next generation of 

history makers to tackle social justice issues.  

  We watched our Year 12 Drama students perform their Group and Individual 

Performances for the HSC Examiners. Although a very stressful experience, each student 

performed to the highest standard. I was privileged to watch the group performances – they 

were sensational  

 

 We recently received our results from the ICAS Science competition. We have record 

numbers of medalists this year – 9! Congratulations to Patrick Song (11), Dennis Ying (10), 

Elton Yang (8), Andrew Xu (8), Wen Jing Chen (7), Phillip Liang (8), Vincent Li (7), Justin Liu (7) 

and Charran Kethees (7).  This is a very challenging competition that truly extends our 

students.  

 Our Year 12 team of Kajanan Parameshwaran, Dev Kuhasri and Sai Muralidaran have 

been invited to participate in the National Titration Competition.  
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 Our  SRC representatives organised our participation in the 40 hour famine. They 

have done a fabulous job of gaining support and 

raising funds for World Vision. 

 Over a number of weekends our Interact 

students have volunteered at the Ryde Eisteddfod. 

This is our second year helping this function run 

smoothly. Our Interact Community Liaison Officer 

Elaine Yan of Year 11 has organised our 100+ 

“Interactors” into shifts. Elaine will also look for 

other volunteering opportunities and later this year 

will organise Christmas Gift Wrapping and the Red 

Shield Appeal.  

 Congratulations to our year 10 High Resolves 

students for their campaign “Project REFuGe” which aims to dispel the myths about asylum 

seekers and refugees and to raise awareness of children in detention. With their dedicated 

Facebook site, Twitter feed and their lunchtime activity featuring dolls caged in soccer nets 

caught the attention of the local media. You can read a wonderful article in the Parramatta 

Sun at this link:  

http://www.parramattasun.com.au/story/2500537/james-ruse-students-bust-refugee-

myths/?cs=1497 

 Fayanne Cui (Year 9) represented the School at the Annual Clift Public Speaking 

Competition sponsored by the Rotary Club of Parramatta. This competition was strongly 

endorsed by the School's first Headmaster, Mr J. Hoskins and we have always competed. 

While Fayanne's impromptu speech (the most difficult and challenging aspect of the 

competition) was the most impressive of the speeches, her second place (missing out by 

only half a mark, as the adjudicator pointed out) was well deserved and provided her with 

valuable experience for her future in public speaking.  

 Last Friday marked the 69th anniversary of the end of World War II in the Pacific. 

This date commemorates Japan's acceptance of the Allied demand for unconditional 

surrender. To mark the occasion, Epping RSL sub-branch held a memorial service at which 

the School and the Cadet Unit were represented by CDTSGTS Brian Marr and Elizabeth Hsu, 

who laid a wreath on the Boronia Park Cenotaph.  

https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=I5mh_O54qUmrtFxdKmySNoBTaYpgkNFI9yAubhKC1jN67BhvHXaX3ElYkmhBesgXZd0_BoqJV9A.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.parramattasun.com.au%2fstory%2f2500537%2fjames-ruse-students-bust-refugee-myths%2f%3fcs%3d1497
https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=I5mh_O54qUmrtFxdKmySNoBTaYpgkNFI9yAubhKC1jN67BhvHXaX3ElYkmhBesgXZd0_BoqJV9A.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.parramattasun.com.au%2fstory%2f2500537%2fjames-ruse-students-bust-refugee-myths%2f%3fcs%3d1497
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 The school was treated to the HSC Music performances : HSC Recital Night 2014 

Paul Kim (Music 2) 
Hot Sonate – Erwin Schulhoff, accompanied by Mr. Tony Baldwin  
Sarah Wu (Music 2) 
Sonata for Flute and Piano, Mvt 1 – Paul Hindemith, accompanied by Maureen Grey  
Patrick Oh (Music 2) 
Suburban Rag- Elena Kats-Chernin 
Etude No. 6: I Got Rhythm – George Gershwin/ Earl Wild  
Annette Huang (Music 2 and Extension) 
1st Movement from Four Movements for Two Pianos – Phillip Glass, with Mrs. Estelle Shields  
Brownhill Creek in Spring- Miriam Hyde 
Rachel Yang (Music 2 and Extension) 
Oiseaux Tristes (Sad Birds) from 'Miroirs' - Maurice Ravel 
4th Movement from Sonata in C Major, Op. 2 No. 3 - Ludwig van Beethoven 
Angela Zou (Music 2 and Extension) 
That’s Life – Dean Kay & Kelly Gordon  
Sit in the Blues- Gabriella Cilmi  
Edmond Lu (Music 2) 
Scherzo-Ballade – Phillip Wilcher 
Kwynne Yuan (Music 2 and Extension) 
Rondeau – Olivier Messiaen 
Prelude in G minor Op. 23 No. 5 – Sergei Rachmaninoff 
Anthony Ooi (Music 2) 
Romance – Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky 
Jessica Huang (Music 2 and Extension)  
L’isle Joyeuse (The Happy Island) – Claude Debussy 
Frank Zhu (Music 2 and Extension)  
Alborada del gracioso from ‘Miroirs’ – Maurice Ravel  
 

 Ms Brooks and Ms Zhu supervised three teams of students in the Tournament of Minds 

competition. Our students did extremely well with one team receiving the Tournament 

Honours. This team was made up of: Joshua Yuan (10), Cameron Hinton (10), Andre Lo (10), 

Susanne Li (10), Steven Liu (9), Francis Yang (7) and Luke Huynh (7). Thank you so much to 

Ms Brooks, Ms Zhu and Ms Bowen who prepared our teams. 
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 The Year 8 RAP (Resourceful Adolescent Program) Camp was held on Monday and Tuesday 

at Milson Island in the Hawkesbury River. Coordinated by Ms Brooks and Ms Ng, this camp 

was a fabulous experience for all involved. Thank you to Mr Gerlach, Ms Zhu, Mr Stanley, Ms 

Brooks and Ms Ng for supervising this valuable event. I attended the camp and was so 

impressed by the enthusiastic, harmonious and respectful behaviour of the year 8 students. 

We are all very proud of them. 

 
 

 
 
 

 Our Year 10 High Resolves students attended a Social Justice Forum this week at Miller 

Technology High School.  

 Amnesty International ran their event called “Children’s day” – celebrating the good times 

of childhood while fundraising for the children impacted by the Israeli and Palestine conflict. 

 Our Duke of Edinburgh Silver candidates complete their Silver hike this weekend. Let us 

hope the weather improves. Thank you to Ms Jenns and Mr Pakes for coordinating and 

completing another hike. On Wednesday this week, Ms Jenns attended the Duke of 

Edinburgh Gold Ceremony where Michelle 

Wang (2013) received her Gold award. 

Recently Nathan Kancherla (12) was 

notified that he has completed all 

requirements of the Duke of Edinburgh 

Gold Award. 

 Congratulations to our Year 11 Debate 

Team! The Year 11 Debating team 

(Brendan Ma, Stephanie Wu, Evelyn Kuang 

and Anisha Gunawardhana) were at long 

last victorious in the Premier's Debating 

Competition for Year 11 – now State 

Champions 

 Susanna Li (10) has successfully auditioned for the 2014 NSW Public Schools State Drama 

Ensemble. 
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Notes from the Farm 

This year was an exciting year for James Ruse agricultural farm.  Although the enterprises remained 
the same lots of new practices were tried and tested to improve production and sustainability. It is 
always exciting to keep abreast of the industry developments and try new technologies.  Apart from 
fixing water leaks, security alarms, electricity problems, WHS inspection, asbestos audit, reporting to 
various government agencies and dealing with our numerous suppliers and customers the Farm 
manage to achieve outstanding agricultural production.  
 
Black Beauties: 
 
The James Ruse beef cattle enterprise is an invaluable resource for the students. The farm has six 
cows, three calves and a bull this year. This year was pretty exciting for Gypsy and Gabriella who 
continued to flirt with the young bull and have to be restrained at times.  The young male calf Jasper 
was feeling a little bit left out until he was put in a crush and given a bit of a grooming.  The two 
female calves Jasmine and Jade are pretty obedient but do throw a teenage tantrum once in a while. 
There is no doubt that they all have their own unique personalities and are much more intelligent 
than we give them credit for. There are a group of students who look after our beef cattle on a 
regular basis, however, all students are encouraged to learn different aspects of the enterprise such 
as moving and mustering, restraining cattle, observe their behaviour and complete health checks.  It 
creates an understanding of the safety and welfare of the animals. It also makes our students more 
aware of the food chain, processes and legislations that make it possible to enjoy a steak. This year, 
May, June and July were the driest months and there was hardly any green paddock for the animals 
to graze on. It was a firsthand experience for the students to understand the unpredictable nature of 
agricultural production and created an empathy with the farming community who has to make 
decisions to sell their animals due to a lack of feed.  
 
Washington Navels: 
 
Our Washington Navel orchard is an integral part of the stage 5 course. The yield has been declining 
for some time so this year we have tried some new tricks to improve the quality and quantity of the 
fruit. All teachers in the faculty put their thoughts together and a program was devised to spray the 
orchard with white oil every two weeks to get rid of the pest such as Citrus leaf miner and Aphids. At 
the same time a specialist citrus fertiliser was applied to give it a boost. The grass at the base of the 
trees were removed to improve ventilation and stop competition for nutrients.  Year 9 completed all 
these tasks and achieved a sense of ownership and greater involvement in the running of the farm. It 
will take some time to see the fruit of our labour but the orchard is already looking so much better. 
 
Hydroponics: 
 
Our hydroponic program is going from strength to strength with the continuation of the old 
favourites and the introduction of the new plants. This year we successfully grew Bok Choi and Red 
Oak Leaf and Green Oak Leaf lettuce. Our selection of the vegetables reflects our community choices 
and Bok choi was a great success. It was sold out in two days. However, our biggest success is 
hydroponic Iceberg lettuce. We were very apprehensive about Iceberg lettuce but its success has 
given us courage to try different types of plants.  A group of year 10 students must be commended 
for their commitment and dedication to looking after the hydroponic enterprise and a huge thanks 
to our parent community who is always interested and helpful in our hydroponic production. 
 
Broiler Chicken Production: 
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As always stage 5 students were involved in running a trial to investigate the effect of different feeds 
on the growth of the broiler chicken. Students not only learn experimental designs and procedure as 
prescribed in the syllabus but also demonstrated great leadership and responsibility in looking after 
the chickens. A hands on experience to care for the living is always an invaluable opportunity for 
young people.  A very dedicated group of year 10 students must be mentioned who took the 
responsibility to grow two extra flocks of around 100 birds to fulfil the demands of our parent 
community and to learn the management practices and welfare of the animals.  
 
Peach Orchard: 
 
The Peach Orchard is constantly going through a transitional phase and this year was no different. 
Some of the old trees are being replaced with new ones who are looking promising. Fruitfly is one of 
our major problems and damages the fruit itself rendering it unsaleable.  
 
Crayfish: 
The school farm has tried a combination of Crayfish and Silver perch this year. As a brand new 
enterprise we are still in the process of trial and testing. Both of these fish species seems to be living 
in harmony and are on two different types of diet. Based on our last year’s experience this year the 
cover for the tank is thicker and allows minimum sunlight into the tanks to prevent algal growth.  
Crayfish usually live in muddy dams and burrow into the walls but our tanks are concrete so we tried 
a new type of housing for the crayfish that seems to be successful. Modification and testing will 
continue next year to get the tanks to their maximum production levels. 
 
Macadamia / Mulberry Trees: 
 
One of the joys of James Ruse Farm are our Macadamia and Mulberry trees that are loaded with 
fruit in season. Everyone enjoys a Mulberry or two in spring. The trees were given a good prune this 
term to aerate and shape them and also to prevent the low hanging branches poking or hurting 
people. 
 
What’s New? 
 
The involvement of Agriculture Enrichment group in the running of the Farm was a new initiative this 
year . Agricultural studies is an integral part of the school life at James Ruse and students love to 
work on their vegetable plots. However, every year we have a group of students who want  to go 
beyond the regular work and have a desire for greater involvement in the workings of the farm. 
These students meet every Wednesday afternoon and the activities are determined and designed by 
the students. This year the group of about 25 students was divided further into sub committees of 
Broiler Chicken, Roses, Hydroponic and Archibull. Students chose the committees that interested 
them. All of these committees produced first grade produce that was very much appreciated by the 
parent community who were able to purchase the goods. 

 
Sofia Hameed 
Relieving Farm Manager 
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Drama for the HSC 
 

Last year saw Drama return in the senior school 
and it returned with a renewed energy. This 
year 9 students studied Drama for the HSC. 
Within this course students must study two 
content areas – Australian Theatre and also Site 
specific Community Theatre. The students must 
complete a group performance of between 8 -
12 minutes. This must be highly original and be 
an ensemble piece of theatre. The two groups 
this year presented “The Bomb Squad” and “It’s 
not easy being a stay at home mum”.  
 
Each student must complete an Individual 
Project. This may be a performance, a design 
project, a video, a set design, a script or a 
collection of theatrical criticisms. 
 
In September this year the drama students performed for parents and students. This was a 
wonderful showcase of their talents. Some of the characters that were created were unusual. There 
was a man who collected spiders, a crazy mother who perfected the art of making fried rice, a bride 
about to make the “best “ decision of her life and a psychiatrist called Sigmund Freud who, not only 
counselled others , but need some counselling himself. The night was full of laughter and the year 12 
students showed outstanding performance skills entertaining the large crowd. 
 
Annetta St Louis 
Deputy Principal and Drama Teacher 
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Rather more than just Butterflies 
 

Down at the bottom of Baker St, beyond the James Ruse Farm, intrepid explorers might come across 
a watercourse called Hunts Creek that runs from the Carlingford area down into Lake Parramatta.    
Students of the 1960’s may well remember being taken down there, armed with insect nets, to catch 
moths and butterflies in the bushland along its banks. 
 
This activity was part of our First Form (Year 7) “Ag Project” on insects.   We each had to catch a 
collection of the unfortunate creatures that we mounted in boxes that we made ourselves in Farm 
Mechanics class.   Possibly in these ecologically minded times, the organised assaults on the 
biodiversity of the Carlingford bushland may have been discontinued, but such things were quite 
unremarkable back then. 
 
These days a walking track runs along the creek and signs exist explaining its ecological and historical 
significance.   To my great surprise, I learned during a recent stroll, that bushrangers once lived in 
caves along the creek and that its waters were once used to make “beverages” that were brewed up 
in illegal stills. 
 
Hmm, yes, indeed!    I wonder if the people who named James Ruse after a convicted felon, ever 
realised just how closely they had reflected the colourful history of the school’s surrounds! 
 
Ron Lovitt 1972 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Natalie Ding “Face the Colour”  
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Social Justice Committee at JRAHS 
 
Simple Love Donations 
 
Only citizenship and circumstances separate our lives from those of an asylum seeker. 
During the past months, Social Justice at James Ruse have collaborated with Amnesty on a 
project called Simple Love to collect non-perishable goods to be donated to asylum seekers. 
 
Every class at our school has been involved in the project. Eventually class 9L has donated 
the most goods for asylum seekers and will be rewarded with a pizza party for their great 
effort. 
 
On Friday 22nd August, four social justice leaders from our school, Justin Wu, Helen Park, 
Susanna Liang and I were given the opportunity to accompany Ms Steele to hand over the 
goods collected to the Asylum Seekers Centre at Newtown. 
 
After a 50-minute trip in Ms Steele’s car, we finally arrived at 
the centre and were lucky enough to find a parking spot right 
outside! We were greeted by friendly staff, a lot of whom 
were volunteers. After handing over our donations, we were 
shown around the centre and learnt about the many 
wonderful services they offer: cooking and English lessons, 
access to computers and employment services for those 
fortunate enough to have gained the right to work. Many 
doctors, dentists and other allied health professionals 
volunteer their time in the medical clinic also on site. 
(Something to remember for when you are all qualified). We 
were told that the amount of food in the food bank changes 
all the time: one moment it would be full and then the next 
moment it would be all gone because people had come in for 
their weekly collection.  
 
We met an Iranian asylum seeker; Hamid who was making use of the kitchen facilities to 
cook some lunch. He very generously shared his precious saffron with us and made us 
saffron tea which was a new and unusual experience for us.  
Despite the short visit we were given the opportunity to contemplate how different our life 
would be as an asylum seeker and to learn how difficult and challenging the realities of daily 
life are for people who have escaped trauma and persecution and now have to reestablish 
themselves in a new country. 
 
Thanks to everyone who has donated food for the Asylum Seekers Centre at Newtown. 
Thanks especially to Ms Steele for organizing and coordinating the Simple Love project. 
 
Joanne Liu, Class 10K 
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The 3rd Annual Ideas Forum 
 
 

“ The world is so small so think big” was the focus of James Ruses’ Third Ideas Forum – and 
think big we did! “ Cherish the moment”,” Don’t be ordinary”,” Be comfortable with being 
uncomfortable” ,”Do not go gentle .. rage , rage against whatever it is”, “Don’t be afraid to 
be crazy  it is the crazy the crazy ones who change the world”. Over the course of the day 
some 40 students presented their ideas in front of a large audience of their peers followed 
by two Q&A sessions: Junior and Senior, where a panel of 10 students discussed a variety of 
questions posed by fellow students. Topics ranged from the Israeli- Palestinian conflict, gay 
marriage, stem cell research and the proposed changes to tertiary funding. The day had a 
decidedly political feel to it which was impressive in itself. It is so inspiring to see young 
people not only thinking about, and becoming aware of the political issues in contemporary 
Australia but actually questioning the effectiveness and legitimacy of the whole political 
system. 
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On a lighter note we greatly enjoyed Victoria Soo’s highly strategic and well-conceived plan 
to defend James Ruse from a potential invasion by Baulkham Hills High. The commercial 
viability of Brian Marr and Kelvin Zhou’s iDeer machine has yet to be proven, but we were 
most impressed with their genius; opportunities to invest in seed capital may be soon  
available for potential investors. 
 
It was lovely to hear from Year 12 students who were able to reflect on the impact the 
opportunities to be involved in social justice initiatives have had on how they view the 
world. Kevin Shi reflected on how far we have come as a school in terms of raising 
awareness of social justice issues and asked the audience to consider how much we can 
really achieve unless we are prepared to make real sacrifices. He challenged us to to go that 
extra step and take on challenges beyond school life. The perennially voluble and highly 
persuasive Richard Tong spoke passionately about what and who motivates and inspires 
him, and pricked the collective conscience, exhorting us not to go quietly, but to dream big, 
speak up and make a difference.  
 
 
The Junior students were equally impressive; Mistress of the metaphor Jumanaa Abdu 
spoke most persuasively and engagingly about the need to work collectively if we are to 
effect meaningful change in our world. Helen Park ,Susan Zhang, Katherine Nguyen and 
Susanna Liang both  entertained and made us feel guilty for  the times  we have crossed the 
street to avoid  charity workers  with their dramatic  re-enactment of how to avoid a charity 
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collection. Congratulations to the other students who made such wonderful  thought 
provoking presentations.  
 
Thank you to those who did so much to organize the day especially Jumaana Abdu who 
organized the Q&A panels and questions  and a big thank you to the sound and lighting crew 
Yutong , Alex ,Katherine and Nathan who always give so much of their time.  
The James Ruse Ideas Forum  has now become an integral part of life at James Ruse and I 
look forward to being a part of it in 2015. 
 
Adrienne Steele 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Crystal Mak “Storm in a Teacup” 
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Year 10 Visual Arts Contemporary Photography  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

This term, Miss Walker’s creative and dynamic group of year 

10 Visual Arts students set out to visually explore the notion 

“Human VS. Landscape”. Artists such as Antonio Mora, Kyle 

Thompson and Pipo Nguyen were studied closely for their 

aesthetic and conceptual connections such as fusing 

human beings within various landscapes. Along with Miss 

Walker, the class went for walks around the local area to 

collect photographs of the natural and urban environment. 

Using Photoshop software, they edited their works exploring 

specific concepts of interest such as human industrialisation, 

environmental exploitation, travel, interaction with nature, 

deforestation, the simplicity and beauty of nature and the 

impact man has had on our environment. 
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Human Vs. Landscape 
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Colin Anderson's "Final Party" 
 

Former James Ruse English teacher Colin Anderson passed away on 8 July 2014.   His "Final 
Party" was held in Newcastle on Tuesday 15 July.   Despite the short notice and the difficult 
location, a dozen of Colin’s former James Ruse students attended.     The event was 
explicitly intended to be a celebration of his well lived life.    A very good speech on behalf of 
all JR students was given by Geoff Scarlett from the class of 1968 and other speakers told us 
of his years in Newcastle, Wagga and Canberra and his later years at Centennial Park in 
Sydney. 
 
 

 
The event was arranged by his niece, Helen Davelaar, who told us that she is often 
addressed as Denise, because of Col’s habit of introducing her as “Da niece”!   Col’s elder 
brother proved to be remarkably similar to Col both in height and in facial shape and we 
learned something also of Col’s Scottish heritage.   The Scots gave a saying that “guid things 
come in little packages” and that was very much true of Col.   At the time of his trek to 
Europe in 1968-69, Col had aunties and uncles and numerous cousins still living in Scotland.   
  
In the end Col died peacefully, though his last few years had been difficult with dementia.   
In the final year he was not even well enough to go to the theatre which explains why he 
was no longer able to attend JR reunions. 
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I know a bit about Colin Anderson, but still learned a few things about him on Tuesday that 
surprised me.   Apparently when Col first started at James Ruse, the Education Department 
made a blunder and sent not one, but two English teachers to JR to fill the one vacant 
position.   This meant that The Boss had to make a decision as to which one of them to keep 
and Col was quite surprised that he was the chosen one. The explanation that he was given 
was that The Boss wanted someone a bit different to the teachers he already had, someone 
who could infuse a bit of "culture" into the school.   But something else I learned on Tuesday 
may have played a part as well. It seems Col's final job at the abattoirs in Newcastle was as 
the "Chief Bacon Clerk"!   Knowing the way The Boss was about agriculture I very much 
suspect that in addition to the enthusiasm for "culture" The Boss may have felt that having 
an English teacher who had once been something as "agricultural" as a "Chief Bacon Clerk" 
could only be an unexpected bonus in his "agricultural" high school! 
 
Some other things I learned were that while at the Abattoirs, Col studied by night to get his 
Leaving Certificate.  And he did so well at it, that he won a scholarship to go to uni.   That is 
how he won the precious opportunity to break out of his working class "destiny".   We 
perhaps forget these days, but boys from little wooden houses in working class suburbs of 
Newcastle didn't go to university in those days, it simply wasn't done. 
I always knew that Col had a tough life in 1940's - 1950's Newcastle, both at school and at 
work.   But his relatives really laid it on the line on Tuesday.   While Col was at the abattoirs, 
they told us, he was bullied to the extent that groups of guys got together and threw offal at 
him, while taunting him with various obscenities. James Ruse must have seemed like a 
paradise in comparison. 
 
Ron Lovitt (1972) 
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Year 12 Visual Art Major Works 
 

Just a sample: 
 
Crystal Mak  
 
Selected works from “Storm in a Teacup” 
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Year 12 Visual Art Major Works 
 

Just a sample: 
Natalie Ding 
Selected works from “Face the Colour” 
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1994 Reunion 
 

It was with much excitement that the class of 1994 descended upon The Exchange Hotel in Balmain 
on Saturday 13 September. The mood was set with tea light candles further adding to the lovely 
ambience of the Craftsman’s Bar.  

 
For many of us, it was the first time that we had seen some of our former classmates since we left 
school. The night was made even more special by the provision of music by Michael Alcott, straight 
from the 90s that was the background to our schooling days. Artists such as The Pet Shop Boys, MC 
Hammer, New Kids on the Block and who could forget Boyz II Men sang their songs as we reminisced 
about our days at Ruse.  

 
A highlight was looking back upon photos taken during our years at Ruse which was put together 
into a slideshow by Larissa Connolly. Much merriment ensued upon seeing our 90s haircuts and 
fashion faux pas! The provision of all our year books and year photos by Andrew Crowley certainly 
led to much discussion about how so many of us had changed, but also highlighted that many still 
looked like they had stepped out of the pages of the yearbook and into the bar that night! 
 
A highlight of the night was the appearance of our year advisor Mr Lowcock. We are most grateful 
for him taking the time to come along that night. 

 
Food and drinks flowed freely into the night and even after the lights were turned on again and tea 
light candles being extinguished by bar staff, the class of 94 still wanted to party on. This had to be 
done at another venue which a few members decided to do. 

 
This was a wonderful night spent in the company of great friends who I have missed over the past 20 
years. We are now looking forward towards our 25th anniversary catch-up. 

 
Kind regards, 
Christine Daniel (nee Anandarajah) 
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Communicating and Connecting with the Ex-student community. 
 

As times change and the size of our ex-student database has grown we have moved to new 
avenues to connect with each other. 
 
Our website    http://union.jamesruse.nsw.edu.au/home 
 
The website is the most important source of all information. If you subscribe to the website 
you will receive notifications of any updates. 

Our Facebook Page:   James Ruse Union 
 
Please “like” our page on Facebook for more immediate requests / posts. 
 
Email lists:     our email address union@jamesruse.nsw.edu.au 
 
With over 4000 email addresses it is a very slow process to send emails. Unfortunately our 
database does not have information for specific year groups – therefore a message to one 
year needs to be emailed to the whole database. 
 
To advertise reunions etc the best method is to email us and we will post on our website 
(which will send a message to all subscribers) and on facebook (will share with all that have 
liked our page). 
 
Upcoming Events: 
 
Reunion Class of 1984 
  30 year reunion 
  Date:   Saturday 18 October 2014 
  Time:   7pm till late 
  Cost:   $50 
  Where:  The Terrace Room, The Ranch, 108 Herring Road,  
    North Ryde. 
  Website:  jrclassof84.webs.com 
  Email:  jrclass84@gmail.com 
 

Upcoming Editions of Gesta Non Verba 
 
We would love to include news, information, pictures and stories from our ex-student community. 
Reports on reunions would be wonderful. 
 
Also if you would like to advertise an event or visit the school please let us know. 
 
Please send along reports to be included in Gesta Non Verba to union@jamesruse.nsw.edu.au 

 

http://union.jamesruse.nsw.edu.au/home
mailto:union@jamesruse.nsw.edu.au
mailto:jrclass84@gmail.com
mailto:union@jamesruse.nsw.edu.au

