
30 days. We can do it 

the rest of the year. 

May Allah guide 

us; may He keep us 

Muslim; may we 

forever be grateful to 

Him. 

— Editor G. Adi-

lah Shabazz Abdul-

Rasheed 

Ramadan: A Wonderful Time of  the Year  

The Voice Newsletter 

T his year Ramadan 

seemed more poignant 

than ever. Perhaps as we get 

older, the significance of this   

Muslim celebration and prac-

tice becomes more relevant and 

urgent. What we do know is 

that Ramadan is a time for re-

flection, for joy, for celebra-

tion, for submission, for finding 

those things in our lives we 

need to continue, to discard or 

refine. Ramadan is a time of 

joy, hope, and peace. It is also a 

time to put into practice one of 

the highest principles in the 

Deen — to fast — not only 

from food and drink but from 

those things Allah (swt) has 

told us to fast from: backbiting, 

displaying ignorance, and a 

host of things that we as Mus-

lims, indeed all peoples, should 

refrain from. It is also a time 

for doing those things we 

should be doing all year long 

— praying in abundance, read-

ing Quran, reciting His words 

as much as possible, making 

duas, calling on Him in the 

middle of the night and 

throughout the day, keeping our 

memories of Him in our hearts 

and minds, and on our tongues. 

Ramadan is a time when the 

smiles seem more genuine, 

when we go out of our way to 

do good deeds, when we seek 

out His blessings in many, 

many ways. Ramadan is that 

time when we ask ourselves: 

what else can I do? What 

should I be doing to get closer 

to Allah, our Creator, to have 

Him be pleased with me.  Al-

humdulillah the reciters were so 

melodious; they touched our 

hearts and souls with their 

deep, sonorous voices. More 

importantly, with the words of 

Quran, Allah‘s words. The 

Imams and those who delivered 

the khutbahs this month seemed 

to know just what to say, so 

deep were their truths and guid-

ance.  How great it would be if 

we could continue this, after 

Ramadan, if we could bottle 

what we felt, what we learned, 

and keep it with us forever, and 

spread it to the world.  

Alhumdulillah, Allah sent us 

His Prophets who showed and 

taught us the Way. Now we 

must teach others. 

The greatest of all Prophets, 

the last and Final Prophet, Mu-

hammad (pbuh), who lived 

over 1400 years ago, is still in 

our Hearts. We should forever 

be grateful for this; for the 

blessing and mercy to be Mus-

lim, to be a part of this great 

Ummah.  

Insha Allah, we  will reflect 

on what we learned, on all that 

we felt, and on all that Allah 

has given us, and put it into 

practice. We did it for these last 

I s lamic Association  
of Raleigh,  
Raleigh, NC 

EID MUBARAK! Ramadan/Shawwal 1432  

(August/Sept 2011) 
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New Programs/Services 

Several standing committees are offering 

new programs and services for the commu-

nity. Please avail these excellent learning 

opportunities for you and your families.  

   For details, please visit the IAR web-

site. On behalf of IAR, I would like to take 

this opportunity to express my sincere ap-

preciation and gratitude for your continued 

generous donations beyond the construction 

project. With the exception of a new bathing 

facility for the deceased, we are not embark-

ing on any new construction projects.  How-

ever, we are obligated to maintain the ex-

panded facility.  We are banking on your 

continued donation and support. These 

unique qualities are true manifestations of 

an exemplary community. 

 

Respectfully, 

Jalees Afzal, Ph.D. 

Chairman, IAR 

Respected Fellow Community Members: 

Assalam-u-Alaikum : 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I t is indeed my privilege and preroga-

tive to be part and parcel of the IAR 

community.   We are fortunate to have a 

unique and diverse community which, in 

my humble opinion, is the main pillar which 

is holding this community together. 

SHURA & EC HIGHLIGHTS 

The Shura and EC highlights for the year 

2010/2011 are enumerated below for your 

kind perusal and feedback:  

Morrisville Land Purchase 

The IAR has purchased 4 acres of  land 

in Morrisville for approximately $400K. It 

is located in close proximity to our existing 

12 acres of land.  The total land available 

for development is 16 acres.  A Morrisville 

land development team is formed compris-

ing of various community members involv-

ing several youth and stake holders.  A 

community survey was conducted to solicit 

the opinion of community members to pri-

oritize the development of various phases of 

this huge project. Fifty percent of the total 

cost was paid by Al-Iman School toward the 

expansion of the IAR Morrisville land to 

facilitate Al-Iman School‘s vision of having 

a second campus.  

Twenty five percent of the cost was paid 

by the Morrisville community (ICM). The 

current lease for ICM will end in about two 

and a half  years and a new Musallah will be 

needed for the Morrisville community. 

Twenty five percent of the cost was paid 

by the IAR.  

An Noor Program Upgraded to Full 

Service 

The An-Noor school program was up-

graded from a pilot program to a full-

service approved program last year. 

Board of Education Established 

The IAR has recently established an IAR 

Board of Education comprising of members 

from Al-Iman, An-Noor and neutral com-

munity members to facilitate the strategic 

planning and to give Al-Iman and An-Noor 

more freedom and autonomy. 

Leaders of Taraweeh Prayers 

This Ramadan, IAR sponsored two Huf-

faz to lead the Taraweeh prayer.  They were 

selected as a source of inspiration to com-

munity members in this blessed month to 

revive the spirit of reciting Quran on a daily 

basis.  The IAR instituted stringent time-

lines to ensure that first 11 Rakaah are com-

pleted before 11 pm sharp to attract youth 

community members  

Advisory Teams Formed/ Etc.  

Five Strategic Advisory Teams were 

formed to focus on – IAR, Education, Reli-

gious & Social Services, Youth Planning, 

and Finance Planning. The idea of these 

teams is to look ahead and make strategic 

recommendations to Shura for planning 

purposes.  

An independent external accounting au-

dit review process was initiated to improve 

our internal control procedures. 

Shura & EC Highlights of  the Year from the Chair  
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Community Members 

 

You are invited to present 

your views or address Shura 

on any issue related to the 

Islamic Association of Ra-

leigh. Shura meets every 

2nd Sunday of the month, 

Room 240, 2 PM...Contact 

919-834-9572  for more 

information or see any 

Shura member. 



(PBUH) tells you to do: ―And if anything 

unpleasant afflicts you do not say if I had 

done such and such, the such and such 

would have happened but you should say, 

‗Allah has decreed this and what He wills 

He does, ‗ for the ―if‖ statement opens up 

Satan‘s work.‖ In this statement, the 

Prophet (PBUH) tells you not to surrender 

to self-blame or despair which would cause 

you psychological diseases. He (PBUH) 

instructs you to remember that this was 

decreed by Allah, the Almighty, and what-

ever He wills He does. As a Muslim, you 

should believe in the Divine Decree and 

Predestination and submit to it with patience 

and satisfaction and you should be certain 

that there are benefits involved in that 

which you may not be able to see for the 

time being. If we do not submit to Allah‘s 

predestination, we will fall prey to psycho-

logical diseases such as depression and dis-

order.  

By Imam Sameh Asal 

I slam is the true religion with Allah 

and it was the faith preached by the 

Prophets of Allah from Adam through Mu-

hammad (may Allah‘s peace and blessings 

be upon all of them). Muhammad (PBUH) 

culminates the series of the Prophets sent by 

Allah, the Almighty. In following the in-

structions of the Qur‘an and the Sunnah of 

the Prophet (PBUH) we attain happiness, 

and reap a lot of benefits in this life and the 

Hereafter.  

On the other side, keeping away from the 

guidance given in them makes one‘s life 

miserable and increases one‘s sufferings. 

Allah, Exalted and Glorified be He, says 

what can be translated as, ―And if there 

should come to you guidance from Me – 

then whoever follows My guidance will 

neither go astray [in this world] nor suffer 

[in the Hereafter]. And whoever turns away 

from my remembrance – indeed he will 

have a depressed [i.e. difficult] life and We 

will gather [i.e. raise] him on the Day of 

Resurrection blind…‖ 

One of the amazing, concise, yet compre-

hensive statements of the Prophet (PBUH),  

is what was related by Muslim in his au-

thentic Collection of Hadith on the authority 

of Abu Hurayrah (RA) that the Prophet 

(PBUH) said, ―A strong believer is better 

and more beloved to Allah than the weak 

one and in both of them there is goodness. 

Be keen on what is beneficial to you, seek 

the help of Allah and do not be inactive. 

And if anything unpleasant afflicts you do 

not say if I had done such and such, then-

such and such would have happened but 

you should say, ‗Allah has decreed this and 

what He wills He does,‘ for the ―if state-

ment‖ opens up Satan‘s work.‖ 

According to this hadith, it is recom-

mendable that the believer should be strong 

in all aspects; in his faith, physical abil-

ity, determination, knowledge, etc. This 

is because a strong believer is better and 

more beloved to Allah than the weak 

one since he is more beneficial to him-

self and to others as well. However, 

there is goodness also in the weak be-

liever since he has a correct belief and is 

always doing righteous deeds seeking 

the pleasure of Allah. 

Then the Prophet (PBUH) instructs us 

to always seek to do what is beneficial 

for us in this life and the Hereafter. Even 

in our everyday affairs, we are com-

manded to pursue what is useful for us. 

For instance, if a Muslim sees that 

studying medicine, engineering or social 

studies or doing a certain business is 

beneficial for him, he is Islamically 

commanded to take that route seriously 

and diligently. The second advice given 

by the Prophet (PBUH) is to seek the 

Help of Allah, for Allah is the disposer of 

all affairs and He has power over every-

thing. Besides, if Allah forsakes us, none 

else will help us and we will not even be 

able to help ourselves. Third, the Prophet 

(PBUH) commands us not to be inactive or 

hesitant once we decide to take a route to 

do something beneficial. We should have a 

strong determination and we should be 

active. This is because those who miss 

their chances and surrender to laziness and 

inactiveness will always regret the oppor-

tunities they missed when they see others 

reaping fruits of their work.  

Now after doing all what you are sup-

posed to do in terms of being keen on what 

is beneficial for you, seeking the help of 

Allah, putting your trust in Him and being 

active in pursuing your cause, if for any 

reason you were not able to reach your 

goal, then here is what the Prophet 

A Prophetic Prescription for Some Psychological Diseases 
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Seek to do what is beneficial in this 
life and the next, and do not 

say…’if I had done such and such, 
then this would have hap-

pened’...seek the Help of Allah, for 
Allah is the disposer of  all affairs 

and He has power over  
everything.  

Imam S. Asal 



stantly being approached to help for needy. 

Many have sponsored full day of iftars, and 

some even sponsored more than one. Su-

hoor is also being provided in the last 10 

days of Ramadan to those who are in I‘tikaf 

or attending Qiam-ul-Lail. 

Eid Gift Drive 

Share the Eid spirit, another project ech-

oes amongst IAR SW-C members at the 

onset of the holy month of Ramadan. Each 

year, SW-C spreads the joy of Eid-ul-Fitr by 

conducting Eid Gift Drive for the needy 

families. The goal of Eid Gift Drive is to 

provide clothes and toys for impoverished 

children and teenagers up to age 18. SW-C 

assists families in need including refugees 

with basic necessities like housing, food and 

household items throughout the year, but 

strives to provide extra during the auspi-

cious and blessed month of Ramadan.  Of-

ten financially challenged families make a 

difficult decision about how to spend their 

limited funds. When this happens, other 

items such as gifts and new clothes are 

eliminated from the budget. But to a child, 

that one gift can make all the difference in 

the world, especially during the Muslim 

holiday season.  

By Sr. Anita Ali 

C harity doesn't always mean writing 

a check to the charitable organiza-

tion. It can also be giving time and mobiliz-

ing efforts to ease hardships for financially 

challenged and less privileged individuals 

and families. For the IAR Social and Wel-

fare Committee (SW-C) members and vol-

unteers, charity spans from financial dona-

tions to organizing numerous efforts and 

projects to help those in need. 

School Supplies Drive 

At the beginning of each school year, 

IAR SW-C launches a school supply drive 

which is a wonderful way to help children 

of our deserving families get ready for 

school. With a sluggish economy and 

schools cutting back on spending, the load 

has only gotten greater on parents to equip 

their child for the new school year with the 

necessary supplies. Since each school and 

grade level requirement is different, the 

drive utilizes an efficient way of providing 

items relevant to school and grade level. 

The drive implements two methods of col-

lection. First, collect all essential items that 

are on each grade and school list, and then 

fulfill each child's list. Another way is to 

"Sponsor a child's list program" where do-

nors provide all items for a child. Whether 

coordinating donations of individual items 

or sponsoring a child's list, the SW-C have 

helped over 120 children in the 2010-2011 

school year. With the blessing of Allah 

(SWT) and with the help of many generous 

donors, SW-C will help another 120 chil-

dren this school year.    

Food Drive 

Every Ramadan, SW-C strives to spread 

the blessing of the month by conducting a 

food drive. At the beginning of Ramadan, 

collection bins are strategically placed 

around IAR and ICM, followed by an-

nouncements of initiation of food drive for 

the needy. The contributions are not limited 

to basic food items such as olive oil, flour, 

sugar, cereal, etc but also include donations 

of fresh fruits, vegetables and meats. The 

food collection bins are emptied out and 

volunteers stock the food pantry every day. 

Many families donate food with open 

hearts and deliver large quantities directly 

to the Food Pantry located in the IAR old 

building (red brick). Community donations 

are supplemented by food donations from 

the North Carolina Food Bank  from where 

food can also be purchased at highly subsi-

dized rates. The food pantry is open every 

week, and many volunteers show up to 

help. This amazing task is possible due to 

SW-C members and additional volunteers, 

hard work and advance planning. Every 

distribution day, these dedicated volunteers 

work harmoniously delivering smiles and 

nourishment to deserving families. 

Daily Iftar Program 

This year for the first time SW-C spon-

sored the IAR Daily Iftar Program serving 

120 to 180 people daily. The committee, 

along with Food and Gift drive, conducted 

fundraising and solicited donations to en-

able daily iftars. Our community is instru-

mental for all charitable efforts and has 

been very forthcoming and generous with 

their contributions this year despite con-

Ramadan Initiatives of the Social & Welfare Committee 
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IAR’s Social & Wel-

fare Committee 

members, volunteers, 

and many people 

who answer their 

calls for help for the 

needy and deserv-

ing, provide a wide 

variety of services. 

This Ramadan they 

have sponsored the 

nightly iftars plus the 

suhoors the last 10 

days. Several peo-

ple in the Community 

donated the entire 

costs of the meals.  Services of SW-C include providing iftars, giving Eid gifts 

to children, running the school supplies drive, and the 

Food Bank, which feed and provide food to hundreds. 



viduals working towards a single cause, 

bringing relief to the community and be-

yond. All week, with weekends no excep-

tion, these committee members take time 

out of their personal lives and fuel efforts 

that can make lives comfortable for those 

who are less fortunate and in great need.  

With the blessing of Allah (SWT) and 

the help of supporters and volunteers, SW-

C has made a positive impact and reached 

out and touched those who are in need. We 

thank you for considering a donation this 

year to help needy families. Your support 

allows us to feed and clothe the needy, 

help settle refugees, to provide them with 

hope for today, and to have the opportunity 

to share the love of Allah with them. 

Thanks for touching a life.  

* (Note: Sr. Hala of S & W-C also con-

tributed to this report.) 

At the beginning of the Ramadan, SW-C 

volunteers organized a list of families with 

children, collecting age and gender informa-

tion, to organize community wide contribu-

tions. These gifts are donated from our com-

passionate community during the month of 

Ramadan. Last year, 198 children and teen-

agers benefited from this gift drive, all be-

cause of the generosity and holiday cheers 

spread by our beautiful community.  Each 

item donated puts joy, happiness and hope 

into a young child‘s heart. Ramadan is a 

month of giving and mercy. What better 

way to practice than to help our less fortu-

nate young brothers and sisters. Distribution 

of Zakat-ul-Fitr as Eid Gift has also been 

given to over 75 needy/poor families.  

Funds Drive for Global Relief 

SW-C works do not halt locally. They go 

beyond these borders. They go where the 

need is great. They go where the suffering 

can be eased by conducting simple funds 

drive to fight against hunger and poverty 

and natural disasters. Last year approxi-

mately $104,000 was raised through our 

community and sent via Islamic Relief to 

help the flood victims of Pakistan. This year 

as the United Nations and the international 

community ramps up to send food and sup-

plies to East Africa, funds are collected here 

locally. $60,000 has already been sent to 

East Africa via Islamic Relief.  More dona-

tions for East Africa Crisis Appeal are an-

ticipated.  

Thanks to All Who Helped 

The tasks of the Social and Welfare 

Committee are never limited. Social and 

Welfare Committee is an amalgam of indi-

Social & Welfare Committee Work Helps Large Numbers (cont.)  
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‗Your support 

allows us to feed 

and clothe the 

needy, help settle 

refugees, to pro-

vide them with 

hope for today, 

and to have the 

opportunity to 

share the love of 

Allah with them. 

Thanks for  

touching a life.‘  



Facts from your Imam, Imam Mohammed 

Baianonie, IAR; Positive Parenting: A Psy-

chiatrist‘s Perspective, Dr. Hasan Baloch, 

The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Families,  

Yasmin Inal; Keynote Speech: Building 

Successful Families, Sk. AbdulNasir 

Jangda, Bayyinah Institute; The Current 

State of Affairs in our Muslim Community,  

Sr. Asma Hanif, Muslimaat Al Nisaa.   

The speakers put their heart, wisdom, 

knowledge, experience, and time in prepara-

tion and delivery! They were very effective 

and well received by the audience. The con-

ference topics covered a variety about the 

theme from various perspectives. A flavor 

was also added with a talk based on the 

book ‗7 Habits of Highly Effective Fami-

lies‘. The folders consisted of the Program 

Schedule, One pager on 7 Habits of Highly 

Effective Families, Services of Women‘s 

and Education Committees, Pledge Form to 

prevent / stop domestic violence. 

„Days of Our Lives‟: It was a role play 

about the dynamics of family and marriage 

life. It was one of the interesting item of the 

first day session. The skits were written and 

led by  Sr. Adilah Shabazz. Narrators were 

Sr. Shahmeem Banu & Br. Musa Lipford.  

Below are the four skits addressing the 

various stages in life: 

Scene I: “So You Want to Get Mar-

ried” – Sr. Afnan Boutrid as Sara & Sr. 

Huda Bhatti as Aribah ; Scene II: “Ups and 

Downs of Early Marriage” – Br. Ian La-

Bennett as husband Omar & Sr. Hagar Ab-

del Baky as wife Ayesha; Scene III: “Mid-

Marriage/Challenges of Raising Kids” – 

Br. Wafeeq Zarif as husband Bashir, Sr. 

Serriah Hijazi as wife Maryam, & children 

Dominick Hawkins as daughter Jamila & 

Br. Ibrahim Williams as son Dawud; Scene 

IV: “Reflecting Over the Years” - Br. 

Jameel Abdul-Rasheed as husband Jameel 

& Sr. Adilah Shabazz as wife Khadijah  

 The role players put lot of effort in prac-

tice, exhibited their natural talents and made 

it interesting and professional.  

All praise belongs to Allah SWT and all 

success comes from Allah SWT. Alhum-

dulillah! The recently held conference on 

‗Building Successful Families‘ (April 2 & 

3, 2011) was a great success. This work was 

a major endeavor involving IAR commit-

tees, many volunteers, community organiza-

tions and members.  

It is interesting to share how the focus on 

the theme of ‗Building Successful Families‘ 

started to shape up. It roots back to a Friday 

Night Program talk, titled ‗Breaking the 

Silence‘ organized by the WC (Women‘s 

Committee), based on needs determined/ 

requests from some community members 

for services such as assistance, counseling 

or resources due to issues in families. The 

talk was organized with a local Kiran or-

ganization to talk about the what, how, or 

why about abuse/domestic violence issues 

in families and their resources available to 

the community, along with Imam Sameh‘s 

talk to provide Islamic perspective on the 

issues. Got positive feedback and encour-

agement, including from Imam Baianonie, 

who requested that we take it further ahead, 

since he was getting frequent cases, some 

involving battered victims. Unfortunately, 

this is one of those neglected social issues 

due to constraints and challenges in provid-

ing proper support. Fortunately, the Social 

and Welfare Committee of IAR is starting 

to look into this, since it comes under their 

scope of work.  

Around this time of last year, Br. Maher 

Rabbi of TEC (Edu. Committee) suggested 

if WC would be interested in a joint confer-

ence. It was thought to be a good idea and 

felt things are coming together, since we 

can now have more speakers invited with 

combined budget, more volunteers to work 

on a larger scale and hence more attendees. 

A first meeting with Imam Sameh and 

others was conducted for a conference re-

volving around the topic of families....the 

healthy, peaceful, happy, and successful 

families that stay together and stay away 

from breaking up. It was also discussed how 

various relationships in a family, the roles & 

responsibilities of members, the challenges 

of raising teens/youth, etc., are so important 

for the success of a family. In addition to 

providing Islamic perspective, we discussed 

to engage relevant professionals (such as 

psychiatrists, marriage counselors) for their 

view points about the same topics. We dis-

cussed to create awareness of the resources 

available and make it interesting with skits 

to demonstrate the family dynamics, Islamic 

Jeopardy game about the same topics, panel 

and group discussions, etc. We spent time 

researching about relevant topics and con-

tacting speakers with knowledge and first-

hand experience about those topics. We 

finalized with these list of topics and speak-

ers.  

Conference Topics and Speakers: 

Recitation: Hamzah Ansari, An Noor 

School; The Secrets of Successful Marriage 

and Peaceful Homes,  Sr. Shereen ElGa-

mal; Maintaining Healthy Parent-Teen Re-

lationships and Raising Successful Youth, 

Br. Muamar Dahnoun; Effects of Abuse 

and Violence on Family Members, Imam 

Oliver Mohammed, As Salaam Islamic 

Center; The Rights and Duties of Spouses 

as set by Islamic Shariah, Imam Sameh 

Asal, IAR; Let‘s Face Reality: Know the 

Report on „Building Successful Families‟ Conference  
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Success-

ful 

families 

begin 

with the 

husband 

and 

wife, in 

how 

they 

choose 

each 

other 

for a 

mate and their commitment to each other, to 

making the marriage work, and raising their 

children in the best way possible. 

By Sr. Rabia Sultana,  

Chair, IAR Women’s Committee  



Breakfast: Donated by Br. Rashid Sala-

hat. Lunch: Al Maida Kitchen‘s Br. Zai-

toon and team. Dessert / Cookies:  Sr. Za-

inab Baloch and Sr.  Ziyadah‘s daughters 

(Mareea, Hafsa, Zainab Hassell) baked 

cookies to offer free to the attendees during 

lunch time.  

Sound System/Recording of Lectures: 

Ameenullah Syed. Event Day Coordina-

tion: Sr. Wafa Mardi with team of  Sr. 

Mubashra,  Sr. Salma Haque,  Sr. Saida 

Mohammed,  Sr. Maria Sadat, and others. 

Restore Chairs, Tables, Cables and 

Wrap up: Br. Rashid Salahat,  Sr. Mub-

ashra,  Sr. Salma, and all the conference 

attendees. 

Number of members registered online: 

225+. Number of Attendees: About 200+ at 

peak times, some people attended few ses-

sions or one of the two days.  

Conclusion: The overall goal of the con-

ference was, for families to self evaluate, re-

align and get back and stay on track, thus 

taking  preventive measures before getting 

into issues or breaking up and for staying 

focused to build and maintain a successful 

family, inclusive of peace, harmony, tran-

quility, success and so on. Alhumdulillah, 

with Allah‘s help the volunteers were able 

to accomplish this goal to offer a conference 

that is creative, engaging and effective. I 

thank Allah SWT for providing another 

opportunity to me for leading the overall 

planning, coordination and execution of 

conference activities, engaging volunteers 

and ensuring timely and successful comple-

tion of tasks / activities. 

Based on feedback, the conference topics 

served as an excellent wake up call for 

many. Some perceived that the conference 

was for families in the early part of mar-

riage, however building and maintaining 

successful families is a life time undertak-

ing, it is a ‗work in progress‘, with an end 

time same as the end of one‘s life time. 

Based on multiple positive feedback re-

ceived, verbally, written and via emails 

from the attendees, it was also clear that this 

two day conference brainstormed and jolted 

the attendees to come together as families to 

discuss issues at heart and get back on 

track! Masha Allah it was a huge success.  

Display Booths & Resources: Interact, 

Kiran, Muslimaat Al Nisaa, NC Muslim 

Matrimony, Women Committee, Education 

Committee and Social & Welfare Commit-

tee. There were booths with displays, infor-

mation material and brochures from organi-

zations such as Interact, Kiran and Musli-

maat Al Nisaa that provide safety, support 

or counseling to victims in crisis due to 

domestic abuse and violence. Muslimaat 

AlNisaa is a Baltimore based shelter and 

serves only Muslim women or children. 

Even though many people have a myth that 

victims will quickly resort to shelters with-

out trying to resolve issues, Kiran shared 

during a talk that it is a last resort used by 

victims only when their life is at risk. Peo-

ple always want to resolve and come to 

mutual agreement, since it is hard to come 

out of a relationship. 

While the focus of the conference was 

building families, it was prudent to have a 

local organization, NC Muslim Matrimony 

which facilitates local Muslims in finding 

matches for singles, hence building new 

families! 

Panelists consisted of Br. Abdul Nasir 

Jangda,  Shereen El Gamal, Dr. Shaheda 

Maroof,  Asma Hanif, Imam Sameh Asal,  

Naaila Moumaris, Imam Oliver Moham-

med; moderated by Br. Ibraheem 

Khalifa. 

The discussion panel consisted of three 

imams. One of the imams was also a 

speaker from Bayyinah Institute. The others 

were a psychiatrist, a professor of Middle 

Eastern Studies, a social worker and coun-

selor for behavioral issues. 

There were many thought provoking, 

intriguing questions from the audience. 

They had more questions than there was 

time to answer them. The panelists shared 

the gems of wisdom, knowledge and experi-

ence in answering those questions. 

Planning, Coordination and Execution 

of Activities for the Conference: Most of 

the volunteers involved spent many hours of 

their time on various activities. Some of 

them are estimated to have more than 100 + 

hours in meetings, researching, coordinat-

ing, contacting, follow up and so on. Many 

IAR committees‘ Chairs and their mem-

bers, not only helped but also accommo-

dated and adjusted their schedules and 

activities to give space and any conflicts 

due to the two day conference. Below is a 

list of high level activities and most of the 

volunteers. 

Flyers, Web Posting, Online Registra-

tion, Program Schedule, Audio An-

nouncements, Room Reservations:  Sr. 

Mubashra Hamid,  Sr. Adilah Shabazz, Br. 

Ibraheem Khalifa,  Sr. Shahmeem Banu, 

Br. Fiaz Fareed and others. Br. Mousa 

Lipford, Br. Tanveer Khan and Br. Miftah 

Lawal helped with posting in other masa-

jids and such other activities.  

Conference Folders for Attendees and 

Gifts for Speakers:  Sr. Mubashra Hamid 

(including purchase of items),  Sr. Charity,  

Sr. Salma Haque,  Sr. Zainab Baloch,  Sr. 

Yasmin Inal,  Sr. Saida Mohammed, her 

daughter and friends.  

Contacting Local Organizations & 

Speakers:  Sr. Mubashra Hamid,  Raqiia, 

Br. Ibraheem Khalifa,  Sr. Adilah Shabazz,  

Sr. Shahmeem Banu and others. Flight 

Reservations for out of town Speakers:  Sr. 

Mubashra Hamid and Br. Ibraheem 

Khalifa.  

Setup Chairs, Tables in Musallah, 

Projectors, Laptops, etc.:  Br. Khalid 

Zoubi, Br. Khalid Ansari, AnNoor Stu-

dents, Arshadullah Syed, Asadullah Syed, 

Br. Aslam Mohammed,  Sr. Raqiia,  Sr. 

Nabila Haque and all other Friday Night 

Program Attendees. Sign-in / Registration 

- Lead by  Sr. Mubashra (planning, orga-

nizing and printing lists), team consisted of  

Sr. Salma Haque,  Sr. Nabila Haque,  Sr. 

Sana Khalifa, Arshadullah Syed, Asadul-

lah Syed,  Sr. Charity and others. 

Activities for Children/Babysitting: 

Led by  Sr. Zomorrod,  Sr. Safiyyah, and 

others. Setup and Decorate Tables, Serve 

breakfast and lunch: Led by  Sr. Ziyadah 

Saleem, team consisted of  Sr. Salma 

Haque,  Sr. Shahmeem Banu,   Sr. Zainab 

Baloch,  Sr. Maria Sadat,  Sr. Arita Suwan-

dri,  Sr. Charity,  Sr. Nasima Hussain,  Sr. 

Saida Mohammed,  Sr. Nuzhat Anjum, Sr.  

Iffat Shamim,  Sr. Teresa,  Sr. Alice Hines 

and others. 
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a member. 

We ask that our members be honest in 

their profiles.  We cannot make any guaran-

tees about the person we introduce someone 

to. We cannot make any assurances about 

the person‘s character or the veracity of the 

profile.  But we will not knowingly help 

anyone who misrepresents him or herself in 

the personal information they provide, and 

once that deception becomes known to us, 

we will remove that person from our data-

base. 

And we ask our members to be realistic. 

Brothers, if you are looking for a sister 20-

30 years younger who has never been mar-

ried, it‘s going to be VERY difficult to find 

you a match. Sisters, if you are looking for a 

brother from a Sayyid family who is a doc-

tor or an engineer and making more than 

100k, it‘s going to be VERY difficult to 

find you a match. 

NC Muslim Matrimony is a non-profit 

organization.  How are we funded? We 

aren‘t.  Donations will be welcome, and for 

especially costly events, we may have to 

charge admission. 

 

 

 

By Martha Lee 

 

"When a man marries, he indeed perfects 

half of his religion. Then he should fear 

Allah for the remaining half." (Bukhari) 

 

S ingles in our community, especially 

those who do not have family resid-

ing here, lack opportunities to meet other 

single Muslims also seeking marriage. So 

March 2011, NC Muslim Matrimony was 

launched to help members of our commu-

nity find a suitable spouse, inshallah. 

The initiative was started by Dr. Ahmad 

Rufai Abdullah, Martha Lee, and Liria 

Marte. Dr. Rufai has been an active partici-

pant in the Raleigh community for 18 years 

and has held several positions in the Islamic 

Center of Raleigh and the Apex Masjid. 

Sister Martha has been an active participant 

in the Raleigh community for 27 years. 

Sister Liria is the relative newcomer, but 

was instrumental getting this database 

started. 

Others helping out with the database 

include Br. Nassir Shahin, a resident of this 

community for  16 years, involved with 

refugee program, Almuslimnet director , 

facilitator for brothers ; Hala Asfari, in Ra-

leigh for 13 years, will help with Arabic; 

Allyson Swelam, active in the Raleigh Mus-

lim Community for 26 plus years, software 

engineer for IBM 15 plus years;  database 

developer and web master for NCMM. 

 

How We are Different 

 

We aim to be different than other matri-

monial services: 

We are part of this community (you 

might know us and we might know you). 

Local: insha‘Allah, we will introduce 

you to someone who is from NC, and this 

makes it easier to find out something about 

that person‘s  character. 

We give you the op-

tion of us matching you 

up with someone, rather 

than you searching a data-

base. 

We will host chaper-

oned singles events  in 

which singles can meet in 

a halal atmosphere, which 

will help you get to know 

singles in our area. 

Our service is FREE. 

 

How Our Program Works: 

 

We gather basic information from the 

sisters and brothers, including what they are 

looking for in a spouse. Eligible participants 

submit their profile to our database from our 

website. 

We try to match up the brother and sister 

who are compatible with each other accord-

ing to the information provided in the pro-

files and in interviews we conduct with each 

person. 

When we find a suitable match, we will 

notify both parties. 

If both parties agree, we will give each of 

them the contact information of the inter-

ested party. 

Confidentiality of our member profiles 

will be STRICTLY UPHELD. Only a few 

from our team members will have access to 

the database and agree to keep all informa-

tion confidential. We will only share it with 

your approval. 

No one will be contacted by someone 

who doesn't match their criteria. And no one 

will be contacted unless they agree to be 

contacted. 

The database is limited it to Muslims 

l i v i n g  i n  NC .  Ou r  w e b s i t e , 

www.ncmuslimmatrimony.com, gives an 

overview about our program and how you 

can submit an application on-line to become 

NC Muslim Matrimony Opens Its Doors and Hopefully Hearts 
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Jumaah Shifts: We offer two Jumaah shifts 

from 1:10 PM to 1:40 pm  (that are attended 

by around 300 muslim brother and sisters) 

and the late student shift from 3:30 to 4 pm. 

     

Special Touches: In preparation for 

Ramadan we interior decorated the musallah 

with the help of our Sister Jasmine.  

Also for Ramadan we rented an additional 

1500 SF unit and linked it with the main 

renovated Musallah with speaker and video 

l i n k .  

      

Taraweeh Prayers/Iftars: There were 

nightly 20 Taraweeh Prayers led by Hafiz 

Qari Abdul Khadir Hussain and Qiyam Ul 

Layl in the last 10 days led by Shaikh Ab-

d u N a s s e r . 

 

 There were multilple Iftars hosted at 

ICM this Ramadan with everyone enjoying 

the food together in the blessed month. 

 

     ICM Fundraiser: Alhumdullilah we had 

our third annual ICM fundraiser on 27th of 

Ramadan. We had over 300 muslim broth-

ers and sisters attend. There was a commu-

nity Iftar, fundraiser and Khatmul Quran. 

Sweets were distributed after the event. 

Alhumdullilah the community  responded 

very generously to our humble efforts and 

Jazak allah Khairun to all the brothers and 

sisters who contributed and Inshallah with 

this kind of generosity, support and encour-

agement we will continue to grow, meet the 

needs of our community and continue to 

strive to do better every year Inshallah. 

 

J a z a k  A l l a h  K h a i r u n 

 

 

A lhumdullillah two years have 

elapsed since we started the Is-

lamic Center of Morrisville. This is a re-

port card of what we have been able to 

accomplish with the help of Allah , Sub-

h a n a  T a l a  t h i s  p a s t  y e a r . 

     We became one of the founding mem-

bers of the Morrisville Community Fund, a 

fund of the North Carolina Community 

Foundation that sustains a 1,000 endow-

ments and is established to provide long-

term support of a broad range of commu-

nity needs, nonprofit organizations, institu-

t i o n s  a n d  s c h o l a r s h i p s . 

     Insha Allah we plan to initiate a Sunday 

School this fall featuring a specialized 

program focusing on Aqeedah, Quran 

(Memorization, Tajweed & Tafsir), Islamic 

History and Science of Hadith. Program 

will be led by Shaikh AbduNaser Zouhri. 

     We have started Martial Arts classes on 

Tuesday & Thursday 5:30-6:15 pm and 

6:30-7:15 pm as well as Saturdays 9-10 

am. There are 18 boys and girls currently 

participating. If you are interested please 

contact Sr. Fouzia Khan at 919-454-3943.   

     Mariam Clinic: In the process of look-

ing into the possibility of moving Mariam 

clinic to the ICM plaza location and work-

ing with the Morrisville Community Fund 

t o  p a r t l y f u n d  t h e  p ro j ec t . 

      Ten percent of the collected pledges 

from last year‘s fundraiser - $9,685 - were 

donated  to Pakistan Flood Relief to the 

following organizations: Edhi Foundation, 

Islamic Relief and Human Development 

Fund. 

We are working in conjunction with the 

Islamic Association of Raleigh to establish 

a permanent Masjid in the vicinity of our 

c u r r e n t  l e a s e d  l o c a t i o n . 

     The Morrisville Center hosted an Eid 

Celebration Festival last September. There 

was a bbq, laser Tag, mobile game theater, 

games and fun. It rained a lot that day and 

it turned into more of a water park event 

than a picnic and everyone, especially the 

k i d s ,  h a d  l o t s  o f  f u n . 

 

P R O G R A M S : 

 

      Lectures: At the Islamic Center of Mor-

risville we offer a lecture program every 

Monday, Tuesday and Sunday after Magh-

rib with Shaikh AbduNasser Zouhri.  

There is Reading Quran with Tajweed 

classes on Saturday 10-Noon  with Shaikh 

AbduNaser Zouhri. Contact: 919-949-5520. 

       

Quran/Islamic Studies: There is Quran 

and Islamic Study classes on Wednesdays 4

-8 pm and Saturday  2-6 pm with Shaikh 

Abdul Khadir. Contact # 919-607-3341. 

Also on Saturday  there is a lecture by Imam 

Baianonie from Noon to Dhuhr. 

      

Youth Activities: ICM boys night on 

Friday 6-9 pm has around 40-60 boys (ages 

6-15). Activities include: indoor soccer, 

indoor hoops, trash can ball, dodge ball, 

outdoor football, and WII/PS3. After 

Ramadhan, we will be starting outdoor un-

der lights: volley ball, soccer, basketball  

a n d  c r i c k e t . 

     ICM girls night on Saturday 6-9 PM has 

around 10-20 girls who participates in arts 

and crafts, Quranic calligraphy, dodge ball, 

i n d o o r  h o o p s ,  a n d  W I I / P S 3 . 

     Both youth nights are sponsored by ICM 

and serves pizza to all youths and volun-

t e e r s . 

 

Islamic Center of Morrisville masjid growing by leaps and bounds 
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Pakistan flooding and sponsoring other pro-

jects. They also participated on a variety of 

projects through ―I-Earn‖ collaborating with 

schools in different countries to demonstrate 

global connection. 

 A number Al-Iman School teachers have 

presented workshops at the ISNA (Islamic 

Society of North America) Educational 

Forum in Chicago on the following topics: 

―Hands-on Books Closed: Integrating Is-

lamic Studies into Core Subjects,‖ ―Muslim 

Students and 21st Century Learning,‖ and 

―Differentiated Instruction.‖ 

In March, 2011,the AdvancED QAR 

(Quality Assuarnce Review) Team rated Al-

Iman School as "Highly Functional" (the 

highest ranking) in all seven standards, 

which include the following categories: 

Vision and Mission, Governance and Lead-

ership, Teaching and Learning, Document-

ing and Using Results, Resources and Sup-

port Systems, Stakeholder Communication 

and Relationships, and Commitment to 

Continuous Improvement.  

Al-Iman School has been a haven, a 

place of happiness, growth, learning, and 

opportunity for our students.  Our teachers 

have been engaged and committed to their 

students and their programs, and we have 

seen the development of our students as an 

outgrowth of that dedication and a strong 

curriculum.   

A l-Iman serves students pre-

kindergarten through eighth grade 

with the rare opportunity to learn Quran, 

Arabic and Islamic Studies and participate 

in cross cultural learning activities. The 

mission of the school, "Exhibiting high 

morals, exemplary citizenship, character, a 

strong Muslim identity, and achieving aca-

demic excellence,‖ begins the preparation 

of students in becoming productive citi-

zens and leaders in this instantaneously, 

interconnected, international age. At Al-

Iman we focus on the following sound 

educational practices:  

 Educating the whole child and ad-

dressing each learner's needs  

 

 Using data and best practices to se-

lect, adjust, and deliver instruction  

 

 Integrating the study of Quran, Is-

lamic Studies, Arabic language, and vari-

ous cultures throughout the curriculum 

 

 Emphasizing on Character Education, 

Positive Behavior and Community Service 

 

 Supporting and participating in local/

regional cultural events  

 

 Providing on-going Professional De-

velopment for Staff  

 

 Teaching 21st Century Skills  

 

 Collaborating with our community to 

offer various learning activities  

 

 Partnership with local schools and 

colleges 

 

 Offering Advanced Courses in English, 

Mathematics, Science and Social Studies 

 

 Providing Optional Hifz Program 

(Qur’an Memorization) and After-School 

Program (K.G through 8th Grade) 

 

Extracurricular Activities 

 Establishment of boys and girls basket-

ball teams 

National Student Council Association 

 National Junior Honor Society/

National Elementary Honor Society 

 Model United Nations 

 Various Afterschool Clubs 

Al-Iman has also sought to build global 

connections between the students and the 

rest of the world. This has been done by 

bringing outside parties to conduct research 

comparing Muslims students in the USA 

and the UK, researching Jewish and Muslim 

students within the USA, and partnering 

with the local universities in the area (Duke, 

University of North Carolina, and North 

Carolina State University. Recently our 

students participated with the University of 

North Carolina-Chapel Hill in a research 

study about social behavior entitled,  

―Religious Education in America‖. Our 

students also participated and helped NCSU 

(The Friday Institute for Educational Inno-

vation) in developing mathematics software 

for cell phones and tablets. Al-Iman School 

students participated with Duke University 

in a media production project, which in-

volved drafting a story, interviews and me-

dia production. Students have also built 

their global connections by donating shoes, 

clothes, and funds for the victims of the 

Al Iman School: Model of Excellence, Perseverance & Character 
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Al-Iman students and teachers 

enjoy teaching and students  

appreciate the learning oppor-

tunities that they have. 

Photos courtesy Al Iman School 

By Mussarut Jabeen, 

Principal 



other half of the mission statement is ac-

complished by our strong curriculum and 

committed teachers who are making sure 

the students are academically prepared as 

well.Small classes that allow for extra atten-

tion make a huge difference at all lev-

els.  That difference is magnified in expo-

nential ways by having teachers who are 

passionate about teaching and about what 

they are teaching. Teachers can be found 

working with students before school, after 

school, on weekends, and during their 

lunch, study hall, and ―free‖ periods. The 

relationships that exist between teachers and 

students and amongst the team of teacher/

student/administrator/parents are critical. 

We highly value: education; a solid foun-

dation of skills and knowledge on which to 

build a 21st century set of abilities; positive 

adult role models in sports, arts, learning, 

and service; and the opportunities our chil-

dren have to be participants rather than 

spectators. It is also clear that we are all 

willing to make a sacrifice to be able to 

have our children have these opportunities. 

Al-Iman School graduates have been 

highly successful in local high schools and 

colleges, they are serving the community at-

large, and some of them are now teaching at 

Al-Iman School. This tells our success 

story!  

No wonder our students want to come to 

school and our teachers want to come to 

work! 

 

Al-Iman School is such a positive place 

because we all support the same mission: Al

-Iman School shall provide an Islamic envi-

ronment that offers quality education and 

leadership skills to develop global aware-

ness and 21st Century skills.  

The goal of Al-Iman School is to prepare 

its students for the challenges, opportuni-

ties, and responsibilities to be encountered 

in life and college. This means, that from 

the very beginning and in every decision, 

we share many values and high expecta-

tions. 

Participation is a key in Al-Iman School 

preparing its students.  Our students have a 

myriad of opportunities to initiate, to direct, 

to lead, and to be part of whatever is hap-

pening at school.  These opportunities range 

from athletic and academic teams to com-

munity service programs to student per-

formances and on to student govern-

ment.  Neither in our classes, on the fields 

or courts, on stage, or in the larger commu-

nity do our students act as spectators but 

rather as fully engaged participants.  Often 

students find themselves involved in pro-

grams and doing things they never thought 

they‘d do – at the regional and state level, 

competing in Battle of the Books, Math 

Counts, the National Geographic Geogra-

phy Bee, or the Spelling Bee. Our students 

have participated in a variety of activities, 

just to list some of the service learning our 

students have done:  worked with PTSO on 

collecting and donating clothing, food and 

toys for the Community, participated in 

Pasta for Pennies (Leukemia Society), 

Walk for Diabetes, Toys for the Sick Chil-

dren, and Interfaith Food Drive. 

     All these opportunities help get 

them prepared for life, to under-

stand time management and the 

value of being involved in and 

giving back to the community. The 

Al-Iman School: Picture of  Progress & Commitment to Islamic Education 
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School shall provide an 

Islamic environment that 

offers quality education 

and leadership skills to 

develop global awareness 

and 21st Century skills.  



An-Noor Academy - Hifz School : Desire to Please Allah, Hard Work, Suppor t 
of  Community & Parents, Equals Success  
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W hen any new hifz school is estab-

lished, sometimes the odds can be 

tremendous  the school will succeed. Well, 

here at An-Noor Academy, the Quran 

memorization school established at the Is-

lamic Center of Raleigh almost three years 

ago, the school is succeeding and has sur-

passed all expectations, exceeding in all 

categories from academics to Quran memo-

rization. 

The students are not only learning the 

height of what any Muslim should want to 

achieve – memorization of Allah‘s Holy 

Book, the Quran – but are also obtaining 

excellent academic teachings and moral and 

social values that will, Insha Allah, carry 

them through their lifetimes and beyond. 

For who benefits in such a school are not 

only the students but the parents, the com-

munity and anyone who is touched by the 

significance of what they have achieved. 

Asked to list some of the progress the 

school has made this past year, An-Noor 

administrators replied that there has defi-

nitely been significant progress and student 

achievement at the school. To wit, here are 

a few:  

Most significant achievement: The 

school has survived many odds and Alham-

dulillah now has 42 students with highly 

qualified staff. 

Two students have completed entire 

Quran  

All the students have achieved out-

standing performance in the final ex-

ams where they were comprehensively 

tested in 5, 10 and 15 juzz categories 

General Progress:  

6 Students have completed more than 

15 Juzz.  

8 Students have completed more than 

10 Juzz.  

Students learned to read from Mushaf.  

Most of the students memorize one 

page a day.  

Students learn basic rules of Tajweed.  

Increased classroom performance and focus.  

Average memorization is one Juzz per month. 

More than 90 percent of the students scored 

well above NC State average in California 

Achievement Tests in 2010 

Staff: An-Noor has hired highly qualified teachers 

who are sincere and dedicated to ensure the success 

of the School. They strive to make the learning 

process very enjoyable.  

Parents: Parents of An-Noor students are actively 

involved in their children‘s education. Without 

their motivation and perseverance, Quran memori-

zation alongside academic success would not be 

possible.  

An-Noor thanks the community and IAR for its 

outstanding support and entrusting the school com-

mittee with the noble mission. The community can 

expect and pray that some An-Noor students will 

lead them in the Taraweh prayers next Ramadan, 

Insha Allah. Reap the fruits from the seeds you 

have sown a few years ago. We would like to rec-

ognize the staff, parents and work-group for the 

outstanding dedication and hard work. 

An-Noor Quran Academy 

An-Noor Quran Academy was 

established by parents of the IAR 

community who were interested in 

having their children memorize the 

Quran during their elementary and 

middle school careers. The school 

opened during the summer of 2009, 

with 22 full-time students.  Since then 

our student body has increased by 

almost 40%, and this year 42 stu-

dents are enrolled. An-Noor’s mis-

sion is to create a generation of 

educated and well-rounded citizens 

who lead their communities using the 

wisdom of the words of Allah. The 

school has academic and hifz de-

partments that are working hard to 

meet this goal by having the stu-

dents memorize the Quran and study 

the state and national curriculums.  

 Students begin their day at 7:30 

am with focus on the memorization. 

Lunches , karate classes, and Islamic 

Studies are offered from 12:00 pm 

until Dhuhr prayer. The academic 

program starts after Dhuhr and lasts 

until 4 pm. Students also participate 

in other activities throughout the 

year, such as field trips, itikaafs, 

weekend sports, and family gather-

ings.  

In such a short span of time, An-

Noor’s students have already ex-

celled. The school is very proud to 

announce that two students com-

pleted their memorization of the 

Quran by the end of the 2010-

2011 academic year.  Additionally, 

90 percent of our students scored at 

or above the national average in 

the national exam’s complete bat-

tery. The school also began an Is-

lamic Character Education Program 

which teaches and encourages stu-

dents to practice Islamic etiquette. 

Many students participate in an 

outreach program as well, in which 

they tutor refugee children in read-

ing the Quran. Please stop by the 

second floor of the IAR and visit us 

to observe our students in action! 

Congratulations to Safa Asrar, 9, and her par-

ents Hina Hussain and Muhammed Asrar . Safa 

and student Mir Quddus completed memoriza-

tion of Quran this past school year. 



Zumurrud Bint Jawlee: A Just and Radiant Role Model  
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By Maryam Funmilayo 

 

T he Qur‘an and sunnah are filled 

with detailed accounts of the lives 

of those who lived before us. They are 

indeed, humanity‘s greatest men and 

women, who have impacted the earth posi-

tively with their footsteps. They are men 

and women, from different ethnic back-

grounds, who toiled with all their wealth, 

strength, and humility, in establishing the 

truth, and living the pristine Islam. Among 

them are the prophets, alayhemus salaam 

(may Allah‘s peace be with them), and the 

salaf salihin, the righteous companions. 

When we read about their lives, we need to 

contemplate on what we have learned so 

far and derive lessons from them. 

Allah blessed me with life and the op-

portunity to attend a weekend Al Maghrib 

seminar in College Park, Md, from July 22

-24, just few weeks before the commence-

ment of Ramadhan. Before then, I only 

knew very few of the Islamic scholars, and 

out of the few I knew, I knew so little 

about their lives and the legacies they left 

behind for us to tread upon. After the semi-

nar ended, I was totally in shock and mes-

merized at the same time because of the in-

depth Islamic history that is found in Is-

lam. There were 13 Islamic scholars that 

were discussed. Out of these, were two 

female scholars whose names I had never 

heard of before. They were Zumurrud Bint 

Jawlee and Faatimah As-Samarqandiyyah.  

I was super excited to find out that two 

Muslim women were on the list, maa shaa 

Allah. However, I anxiously wanted to 

know much more about Zumurrud just 

because there is a sister in our community 

whose name is Zumurrud, and all this 

while, I always forgot to ask her the mean-

ing of her beautiful name. Alhamdulilaah, 

AlMaghrib Institute gave me the right an-

swer. 

So, who is Zumurrud Bint Jawlee?

Zumurrud Khaatoon bint Jawlee, whose 

nickname was Safwat Al Mulk (The cream 

of royalty), originally hailed from the Sel-

juk Turks (Turks of Iraaq). She was born 

in 470 AH (1074CE) in Ash-Shaam, spe-

cifically in Damascus, Syria. She had a 

royal upbringing because her father, Prince 

Jawlee, her uncle, and her step-father, 

Tintish ibn Alb Arsalaan, all ruled Damas-

cus as King at some time in their lives. Her 

did not allow her emo-

tions as a mother to be-

cloud her Islamic judg-

ment. She was firm, pru-

dent, and just. Hence, 

Isma‘eel‘s punishment 

for killing his own blood 

brother was his own death by his own 

mother. 

Her death: Before she passed away at the 

age of 90, she moved to Medina, in Saudi 

Arabia. By that time, all her wealth was 

gone. She had dignity so she never begged 

for money. She ended up sifting flour as a 

job. She was known in Madeenah for her 

fasting and praying, but most people then, 

were unaware of her true identity. She died 

in Madeenah in 557AH (1161CE), and was 

buried in Al-Baqee‘. After her death, people 

then realized that a queen had been living 

among them. 
 

Lessons Learned from the Life of  

Zumurrud Jawlee: 
 

* Be involved in your kids‟ lives, and 

spend quality time with them. Be strong 

and dignified. Seek knowledge, no matter 

the distraction. Do not be a victim of your 

circumstance. 

* No matter your status, never show 

off. Allaah gives wealth and knowledge to 

whoever He wills, and He takes wealth 

and knowledge from whomever He wills. 

* Think about what you can do, not 

what you cannot do. Make dua for your 

kids; do not rely on your righteousness. 
 

My Own Take Home Message: The 
last lesson was the one that hit me the 

most. Yes, let us continue to make in-

tense, continuous dua for our kids. We 
are all in this together. If one kid in our 

community brings glory to Islam, it is a 

victory for all of us and for our ummah. 

If otherwise, it means a loss for all of us 

and for our ummah. Despite her reli-
gious background, one of her sons 

turned out to be cruel and his life ended 

fatally and bitterly. Overall, Zumur-
rud’s life history is an opportunity for 

us all to reconnect with our Islamic 

history, and give salute to our Islamic 
male and female scholars, who were 

and still are, the TORCH BEARERS OF 
ISLAM. May Allaah bless them all, 

aameen. 

Torch 

bearer 

for Islam 

half brother, from her mother‘s side, King 

Daqqaaq, was also a king in As-Shaam be-

fore the Crusaders. 

She memorized the Qur‘an during her 

childhood. She studied hadeeth and fiqh 

according to the madhhab of Abu Haneefah, 

until she attained a scholarly level. Hence, 

she was known as a faqeehah and narrator 

of ahadeeth. 

Her father married her to King Booree, 

son of King Taghatkeen, who also belonged 

to the Seljuk Turks. After her father‘s death, 

her husband became king of Damsacus, and 

she became the queen of Damascus. 

Important Factors Shaped Her Life: First, 

growing up in a family of royalty made her 

well-educated with refined manners. People 

commented about her intelligence and 

beauty. Despite her royal lineage, she was 

neither haughty nor pompous. She was ex-

actly the opposite: very humble, noble, and 

righteous. 

Second, she was surrounded by scholars 

at an early age and she memorized the 

Qur‘an. Third, she grew up during the time 

of the Crusaders who occupied their land 

for more than 40 years. Fourth, she saw 

dissension among the Muslim ummah; 

every city formed its own micro govern-

ment with its own king, and they fought 

against one another. 

Special Qualities: First, she had a nice 

combination of knowledge and power: she 

was a haafidhah and faqeehah as well as a 

queen. 

Second, she financially and politically 

supported Hanafee scholars. Third, she was 

righteous in wealth and poverty, during 

power, and when it was taken away. Fourth, 

she cared and loved her people profoundly 

and so, she was well loved and respected by 

her people. Fifth, she was very firm in the 

truth. 

Events to Remember: When her husband, 

King Booree, died, one of her three sons, 

Shams Al-Mulook Isma‘eel, succeeded the 

throne and became the next king. Unfortu-

nately, Isma‘eel was a ruthless ruler. It was 

narrated that when there was a family mis-

understanding, which became a famly feud, 

Isma‘eel locked up his older brother, Mu-

hammad, until Muhammad died. He also 

had plans to plot against his own mother. 

His mother learned of his dirty plans, and 

ordered her servants and guards to lock the 

palace doors, and kill Isma‘eel. Zumurrud 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To write for the Voice, contact the  
Voice Editor, IAR, or send your story 

ideas to:  

adilahshabazz@hotmail.com 
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I n the third installment of the Trans-

formers movie series by Michael Bay, 

lead character Megatron wears a turban. In 

the movie, Transformers: The Dark of the 

Moon, the former leader of the Decepticons 

is wearing a large brown rag that wraps 

around his neck and covers his injured head. 

He is wandering the African savannah, yell-

ing mindlessly at the African wildlife, ―All 

Hail Megatron.‖  

It is curious that Megatron, who has been 

a major villain, is reduced to a crippled mad 

man. Despite being an advanced alien robot 

from a technologically superior race, he 

would wear a simple head cloth. None of 

the other transformers are wearing any arti-

cle of clothing.  

Megatron‘s humiliation is further com-

pounded when we discover that he is disre-

spected by his partner, Sentinal Prime. Hu-

miliated, insane, evil, victim of back-

stabbing, incompetent and without a shred 

of respect.  Just what is Michael Bay trying 

to imply? All of this happened while Mega-

tron was wearing a turban. 

Years ago during the third season of the 

Transformers cartoon, the transformers 

came to a country known as Carbombia. 

The name of this episode was a ―Thief in 

the Night.‖ The nation of Carbombia was 

made from the words ―Car‖ and ―Bomb.‖ 

Carbombia was a petroleum rich nation that 

lacked beautiful monuments. The president 

of Carbombia blackmailed the transformer 

villains into stealing monuments such as the 

Taj Mahal and the Russian Kremlin. At the 

end of the episode the Autobots save the 

day, but not before making the president of 

Carbombia swear that he would never deal 

with the Decepticons again. The president 

tells Rodimus Prime that he swears in the 

name of his grandmother‘s camel that he 

would never again deal with the Decepti-

cons. 

Transformers has a pretty basic storyline 

that pits so-called good against so-called 

evil. Its appeal is watching giant robots 

battling. However, some of the storylines 

can be complex. For example, as found in 

the Canadian made, Beast Wars cartoons. 

Transformers has become a part of both 

American and Japanese culture. However,  

after two decades of such movie fare,  it is 

sad that the series brings back awful stereo-

types that belong in the past.  

Watching Transformers: The Dark of the 

Moon it is clear to see that Michael Bays 

has not learned to make the same mistakes 

that were made over two decades ago. 

Megatron Wears A Turban 
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Muslims or representative ‘symbols’ of Muslim life and 

garb are still being portrayed as villains/villanous in some 

movies and/or with negative attachments …Local writer 

and student Mahmudul Islam asks when will film directors 

stop making these same mistakes as in years past. 

By Mahmudul Islam 

Muslims: Should We Develop Our Own Cultural and 

Entertainment Forms in the West?  
 

What Are Your Thoughts?  

Write the Voice at the IAR 



"O ye who believe! Fasting is prescribed to you as it was prescribed to those before you, 
that ye may (learn) self-restraint." Holy Quran (2:183)  

T oday we gather, by the blessings of 
Allah, to celebrate the ending of the 

beautiful month of Ramadan . On this day 
of Eid Ul-Fitr , we ask Allah to accept all 
our fasting, prayer, supplications, charity 
and good deeds. We ask that He rewards 
us with His forgiveness and entry into 

Paradise. 

By the grace of Allah, we bid this month 
farewell, taking with us lasting memories 
of breaking fasts with friends and family, 
praying the nightly prayers in unison, re-
straining our desires of hunger and thirst 
during this year's long, hot days, and main-
taining our patience despite our daily 
struggles; all this for the sake of Allah, the 
One and the Only. Insha Allah this month 
came to us as a reminder to live our lives in 
worship of Allah at all times, releasing our 
firm grasp of the comforts of this worldly 

life. 

On behalf of the Islamic Association of 
Raleigh, I would like to congratulate all of 
you on successfully completing this blessed 

month. 

Reprint from  the Eid-ul-Fitr speech pre-

pared by Mohamed Baianonie, Imam at the 

Islamic Center of Raleigh NC on September 

10, 2010) 


