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Editor’s Note: On some occasions, questions have come up 

from various Community Members about the role and focus of 

the IAR’s Shura body, the Executive Committees (EC) and Gen-

eral Administration of this Masjid Community. The Voice has 

capsulated some of these questions into a general Q & A. We 

put these questions to the IAR Director, Br. Hassan Imam, with 

the answers below. 
 

Q: What exactly is the Shura?  

A: IAR Shura is a policy making body; comprised of 20 

elected members and Imam; members are elected every 3 

years. Imam is a permanent member of Shura. Next elec-

tion is the end of next year. You have to be an IAR mem-

ber for 2 years to qualify to be a candidate for Shura. 
 

Q: Same question on the EC – what is it? Why is 

there an EC at IAR? 
 

A: The Executive Committee is a body responsible for 

implementation. There are currently 18 committees in the 

E.C. Some are: Youth, Women, Al-Iman School, Al-

Furqan School, An-Noor School, and Islamic Center of 

Morrisville. All of the committees focus on their mission 

and follow the policies of the IAR. 
 

Q: How often do they meet? Can anyone come to 

their meetings, or are they closed to the masjid 

Community? 
 

A: Shura meets once a month on every second Sunday of 

the month. The E.C. meets once a month on every last 

Sunday of the month. These meetings are open to public. 
 

Q: If I have a pressing issue or concern, how can I 

express it to the Shura, the EC, or to the masjid 

Administration? 
 

A: You can contact any of the IAR officials, IAR Director, 

Shura members, or committee chairs for your concern or 

ideas and suggestions. There is also a Grievance Team 

who can be contacted for a grievance that you might have 

with an individual or the organization related to IAR busi-

ness. 
 

Q: If I have a question on the Religion, or have a 

family or personal issue I need advice on, who is 

the best person(s) to answer this or help me? 
 

A: The best person(s) to contact for these situations are 

the Imams. 
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“The IAR is 

blessed with a 

diverse commu-

nity who work 

tirelessly solely 

for the pleasure 

of Allah.  May 

Allah reward 

you, your family 

and the Muslim 

Community at 

large and I pray 

to Him to make 

us true and 

honest repre-

sentatives and 

role models in 

Islam...  

Let us display 

our unity and 

the strength of 

diversity by 

working shoul-

der-to-shoulder 

towards achiev-

ing a common 

goal which is to 

please Allah by 

our good deeds. 

Message from the Shura Chair  
Respected Fellow  

Community Members:  

 

On behalf of the Majlis Ashura 

and the Executive Committee of the 

Islamic Association of Raleigh (IAR), I 

wish you all a happy and blessed Eid 

(Eid Mubarak). 

“May Allah include all of us 

among those whom He has forgiven 

in this blessed month of Ramadan” 

I am indeed honored and over-

whelmed to be entrusted with the 

formidable responsibility of chairing 

the Majlis Ashura and the Executive 

Committee of the IAR.  The Islamic 

Association of Raleigh is blessed with 

a diverse community who work tire-

lessly solely for the pleasure of Allah.  

May Allah reward you, your family 

and the Muslim Community at large 

and I pray to Him to make us true 

and honest representatives and role 

models in Islam.  

I would like to avail this opportu-

nity to offer my sincere appreciation 

for your continued generosity before, 

during and after the completion of 

the expansion project.    By 

the grace of Allah and your 

continued support, IAR has 

purchased an additional 4 

acres of land adjacent to our 

existing property of 12 acres 

in Morrisville.  The IAR Shura 

has blessed this property as a 

development project with 

initial construction of a Musallah 

and Islamic School.  The IAR will 

conduct a survey among the com-

munity members for your input in 

developing this land.  This Rama-

dan marks the first anniversary of 

our first satellite mosque in Mor-

risville as Islamic Center of Morris-

ville (ICM).  Insha Allah, as the 

community is growing exponen-

tially, we will continue to build 

satellite mosques throughout the 

Triangle.  These satellite mosques 

are self-sustaining mosques under 

the IAR umbrella.  The Shura has 

approved the An-Noor Quran 

Memorization school as a regular 

school and removed its pilot 

status. 

The IAR offers Quranic Arabic, 

Tajweed, Quran memorization 

and Seerah classes on a regular 

basis.  We have special programs 

on Friday evenings both for the 

adults and youth.  Please make 

every effort to take advantage of 

these learning tools because you 

have paid for these services 

through donations.   

Let us display our unity and the 

strength of diversity by working 

shoulder-to-shoulder towards 

achieving a common goal which is 

to please Allah by our good deeds. 
 

Respectfully, 
 

Jalees Afzal, Ph.D. 

Chairman, IAR 

 

 

Q: If I see certain things around the masjid that need repair, or feel some work needs to be done on it, on the 

masjid grounds, property, etc. who can I see to address this? 

A: You can contact IAR Director or the Chair of the Management Committee. 
 

 

Q: Can anyone come to the masjid? Are there guidelines on who can and cannot enter? 

A: Yes, anyone can come to the masjid. All visitors are required to sign-in with the security personnel. 
 
 

Q: Is the masjid opened all hours? Will Security let me in if I am traveling or visiting other than prayer times? 

A: The masjid is open from fajr to one hour after isha on daily basis. When masjid is open, there is an onsite security person on 

duty. Yes, when the masjid is open, it is open for prayers or for just a visit. 
 

Q: How can I become more involved in the Community of muslims at IAR? Do I have to become a member? 

A: No, you do not have to be a member to pray or to be involved in masjid affairs. To offer your services to the masjid, you can 

meet with the IAR Director. 

Your Turn: More Q & A (For other questions, please contact the IAR Administration or any Shura member) 



and outer self – Don‟t let out-

side forces or voices of despair 

and criticism defeat you. You 

who are Muslim and who truly 

believe in this Deen with your 

heart and soul, and who strive 

to practice this Religion, keep 

strong, even when and if others 

speak words of hatred or try to 

decry your Faith. Know that 

Allah has already written what 

will happen and what will come. 

He has told us we if we say we 

believe, that we will be tested. 

To win that test, don‟t give up. If 

you hold onto your Faith, even 

through tremendous tests, ups 

and downs, you will succeed. 

The Islamic Association of 

Raleigh wishes everyone a glori-

ous Eid, and on behalf of the 

Voice, may Allah bless and guide 

us all; may we renew this spirit 

of kindness, perseverance, hope, 

and keep the resolve that Rama-

dan has taught us, all year long. 

 

Eid Mubarak!  

Adilah Shabazz Abdul-Rasheed, 

Editor 
 

Although Ramadan is over, 

the spirit of Ramadan is still 

with us...Ramadan is the 

month of giving, and sharing, 

and though these 29 or 30 

days of the most Glorious 

month of the Islamic calendar 

have ended...the spirit of 

Ramadan will always be with 

those who want it to be.  

Just how can you make this 

feeling of love, caring, and pi-

ety last the rest of the year? 

One way is by applying those 

noble things that you did in 

this month to the rest of the 

year. Whether it be fasting, 

which was mandatory for 

those physically and mentally 

able, try to continue to fast 

other days of the year, the 

best days as prescribed in sun-

nah, as the Prophet (pbuh) did, 

on Mondays and Thursdays, 

and on other days as well...Or 

by giving more in charity...Or 

reading Qur‟an...Or  studying 

ahadith, or learning more 

about other aspects of Islam, 

and putting into practice our 

Islamic principles.  

There is much we can do 

and much that needs to be 

done. One of the biggest disas-

ters to occur on earth took 

place shortly before the 

month began...the floods in 

Pakistan. There are so many 

places around the world 

where the help of humanity is 

needed...Whatever your inter-

est, if it is for good, and is not 

haram, then Insha Allah, you 

will be rewarded for doing 

your part to help. Keep the 

best intentions in whatever 

you do; ask yourself before 

you do anything, will this 

please Allah?  

There is no lack of places 

and people who need our 

help, our care, and under-

standing. The needs are ur-

gent, and are all around us. 

Pick a good and deserving 

cause, do a small or large act 

of charity, one that is pleasing 

to Allah, and not just for 

someone far away, but right 

here, to those around you, as 

well. 

Most of all – stay Muslim – 

in your heart, in your inner 

A man 

places 

platters of 

food at an 

iftar, 

while a 

little boy 

watches. 

 

A Blessed Ramadan Awakens A New Spirit of Kindness, 
Hope, and Resolve 
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Eid Ul-Fitr 2010: 

The Grassroots Effort to Spread the Light of Islaam 

By Mohamed Baianonie,  

Imam at the Islamic Center of 

Raleigh, Eid-ul-fitr Speech   
 

Eid Mubaarak!  

  

I  would like to remind every-

one that a segment of our 

Muslim Ummah is under water. 

Pakistan is experiencing the worst 

flooding in its history, devastat-

ing 20 million people across the 

country. The death toll has even 

passed 1,600.   

Keep in mind that, the worst is 

yet to come; not only in terms of 

the flooding, the public health 

catastrophe, and the lack of sup-

plies and aid, but these floods 

have started a chain of events 

that will cause Pakistan‟s poor to 

be completely helpless. Their 

crops and fields – their source of 

livelihood - have been destroyed. 

They have not only lost their 

homes, but any source of future 

income has also been washed 

away in the floods. 

Our brothers and sisters are 

stranded, helpless, and surviving 

life-threatening unsanitary condi-

tions. There isn‟t enough medi-

cine, food, or general supplies to 

treat all the affected people. 

Please donate generously on this 

Eid day. Consider even donating 

the cost of inviting a single family 

to spend Eid with you. Every dol-

lar counts.  
 

EID KHUTBAH 

 

Today we gather, by the bless-

ings of Allaah, to celebrate the 

ending of the beautiful month of 

Ramadaan. On this day of Eid Ul-

Fitr, we ask Allaah to accept all 

our fasting, prayer, supplications, 

charity and good deeds. We ask 

that He reward us with His for-

giveness and entry into Para-

dise. 

By the grace of Allaah, we bid 

this month farewell, taking with 

us lasting memories of breaking 

fasts with friends and family, 

praying the nightly prayers in 

unison, restraining our desires 

of hunger and thirst during this 

year‟s long, hot days, and main-

taining our patience despite our 

daily struggles; all this for the 

sake of Allaah, the One and the 

Only. InshAllaah this month 

came to us as a reminder to live 

our lives in worship of Allaah at 

all times, releasing our firm 

grasp of the comforts of this 

worldly life. 

On behalf of the Islamic Asso-

ciation of Raleigh, I would like 

to congratulate all of you on 

successfully completing this 

blessed month.  

Eid-ul-Fitr is a unique festival. It 

has no connection with any 

historical event nor is it related 

to the change of seasons. It is 

not a festival related in any way 

to worldly affairs. Its signifi-

cance is purely spiritual. It is the 

day when Muslims thank Allaah 

for having given them the will, 

the strength and the endurance 

to observe the fast and obey 

His commandments during the 

holy month of Ramadaan.  Some 

have wondered and even asked 

why is it that we have chosen 

this day of all days to celebrate 

our Eid? And to them we say, 

yesterday marked the last day 

of the lunar month of Ramadaan 

and Eid today is the first day of 

the lunar month of  Shawwal; 

next year, as we do every year, 

we will celebrate Eid about 10 

days earlier, as we follow the 

Lunar calendar, which is shorter 

than Gregorian solar calendar.  

This month has passed with 

a blink of an eye and the com-

ing days will pass in an instant. 

When done with pure inten-

tions, celebrating these days is 

an act of worship, for these 

are the days that Allaah has 

decreed upon us as a time of 

festivity. Take this occasion to 

gather with family, to connect 

with your community, and to 

fill the pockets of children 

with goodies and toys to bring 

smiles and lasting memories.  

Although we will celebrate in 

the coming days, we remain 

bittersweet as we are re-

minded of the tragedy that 

took place nine years ago 

tomorrow. We sympathize 

with the families and friends 

of those victims who lost 

their lives on that day. We 

extend our prayers to about 

150 Muslims who died in this 

tragedy without much ac-

knowledgment from the me-

dia. Islaam, as always rejects 

and condemns any violence 

committed against innocent 

people, regardless of their 

religion anywhere, anytime.  

My dear brothers and sis-

ters, it is not enough for us to 

offer sympathy to those 

whose lives have been af-

fected by senseless killing 

without also offering valuable 

knowledge and the divine 

message from Allaah and His 

m e s s e n g e r  M u h a m m a d 

(S.A.W.). We should respond 

to those who look to us for 

answers with the words that 

were given to us in the 

Qur‟aan, by the Almighty. 

I A R  N E W S L E T T E R  

“This month 

has passed with 

a blink of an 

eye and the 

coming days 

will pass in an 

instant. When 

done with pure 

intentions, cele-

brating these 

days is an act 

of worship, for 

these are the 

days that Al-

laah has de-

creed upon us 

as a time of 

festivity. Take 

this occasion to 

gather with 

family, to con-

nect with your 

community, and 

to fill the pock-

ets of children 

with goodies 

and toys to 

bring smiles 

and lasting 

memories.” Continues next page 
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For we are the beacon 

of light for humanity. 

Allaah (SWT) has told 

us that we are the 

“Best Ummah 

brought by Allaah to 

Mankind.”  

Being the Ummah of Muhammad 

(SAW) means we bear the responsi-

bility of living Islaam as our way of 

life and conveying that message to all 

of humanity, especially in today‟s 

great time of need. We must convey 

this message sincerely, kindly and 

with the wisest of manners, just as 

the messengers of Allaah before us. 

Those messengers before us recog-

nized the good and embodied good-

ness in their own lives. They forbade 

evil and warned others against it. We 

too, must follow in their footsteps, 

conveying Allaah‟s message, with the 

same level of responsibility as a doc-

tor who must notify his patient of his 

diagnosis, even if the prognosis is 

grave.  

Dear brothers and sisters, these are 

turbulent times for us as Muslims in 

this country. We are living in an at-

mosphere of anti-Islamic hysteria, 

where many look at us with mistrust 

and fear because all they have ever 

heard about us are what biased me-

dia groups, some politicians and pun-

dits have been teaching them; they 

have drowned out our voices in this 

storm they have brewed up against 

us. And ultimately, we have no one 

else to blame for this situation but 

ourselves. The facts are clear, a re-

cent poll by Time magazine found 

that 6 in 10 Americans do not per-

sonally know a Muslim American. 

Those who did personally know a 

Muslim, held favorable views of 

Islaam, while those who did not, 

were more likely to hold negative 

views. Why is it that today, in this 

age of technology, with our great 

access to communication, readily 

available transportation, and such 

an open and free society do we still 

have people out there who do not 

know who we are?  

What this poll tells us is that we 

are not doing our job of reaching 

out to those who have not re-

ceived the message clearly and 

purely. Allaah has obligated us to 

reach out and deliver the message 

of Islaam, so that the entire human-

ity may benefit from its teachings. 

More importantly, d’awah isn‟t sim-

ply preaching, but actually practic-

ing what we preach, and providing 

a real life model of what it means 

to be a Muslim.  

The only ones who will be able to 

drown out these voices of anti-

Muslim rhetoric and propaganda 

are us. We must believe in change 

at the grassroots level; we must be 

willing to knock on doors or even 

open our homes to others, and 

reclaim, relation by relation, the 

hearts and confidence of our 

neighbors, co-workers, and class-

mates. We must forge relation-

ships, open up dialogue, and send 

out a clear message about who we 

are as Allaah wanted us to be. This 

grassroots effort of winning the 

hearts and minds of each individual 

was the way of all the prophets, in 

particularly, our dear prophet Mu-

hammad (SAW) and it must be our 

way too.  

And just as the prophets before us 

struggled, many of whom spent and 

invested, their lives in 

preaching the message of 

the Almighty Allaah, we too 

shall also encounter strug-

gle and thorns on the way. 

Let us not be discouraged 

or disheartened by those 

who seek to dim the light 

of Islaam, but instead, re-

main steadfast my dear 

brothers and sisters, for 

Allaah has promised us, in 

what may be interpreted 

as, “ Their intention is 

to extinguish Allaah’s 

Light (by blowing) with 

their mouths. But Al-

laah will complete (the 

revelation of) His Light, 

even though the Unbe-

lievers may detest 

(it).” [Surat As-Saff, (Verse 

8)] Never fear or lose 

hope, for Allaah‟s light can 

never be put out; and for 

those foolish enough to 

conspire against Allaah with 

their rhetoric and babble, 

they will never succeed as 

Allaah‟s light will only shine 

clearer and brighter. 

Brothers and sisters, 

during these times we 

may ask ourselves, 

“Why should I be proud 

to be Muslim?” Islaam is 

a complete way of life that 

built a civilization that 

spanned more than 1000 

years. The Noble Qur‟aan 

and Ahadeeth teach us how 

to live a civilized life. It was Islaam 

that brought to humanity the concept 

May Allaah 

open our hearts 

and hands and 

hands to those 

in need. 

“Being the 

Ummah of 

Muhammad 

(SAW) means 

we bear the 

responsibility 

of living 

Islaam as our 

way of life 

and 

conveying 

that message 

to all of 

humanity, 

especially in 

today’s great 

time of need. 

We must 

convey this 

message 

sincerely, 

kindly and 

with the 

wisest of 

manners, just 

as the 

messengers of 

Allaah before 

us.” 

Continues next page 

I N S P I R A T I O N  
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“Islam teaches us 

to help the less 

fortunate, by 

giving charity to 

them. There is 

equality in 

Islaam. Islaam 

teaches that all 

people are equal 

in the eyes of 

Allaah, regardless 

of their gender, 

color, ethnicity or 

age. What 

matters is the 

purity of the 

heart and how 

close the person 

is to the Almighty 

Allaah.”  

Share your blessings 

with others and re-

member Allaah’s fa-

vors, even to sit in 

your homes and have 

a simple glass of tea. 

Imam Baiononie’s Eid Ul-Fitr 2010 Speech (continued) 

It was Islaam that gave ref-

uge to those of all faiths, and 

took care of them and their 

places of worship. And let‟s 

not forget that it was under 

the rule of Islaam that pro-

tected and preserved nu-

merous churches and syna-

gogues, including the Church 

of Nativity and the Church 

of the Holy Sepulchre in 

Palestine. Not to mention 

the millions of Christians 

and Jews who lived with 

Muslims in justice and peace 

under that same rule of Is-

laam for more than 1000 

years. It was Islaam that 

brought us from darkness 

into light. For Islaam teaches 

us purity and encourages 

cleanliness. It teaches us to 

respect our parents, elders, 

neighbors, and all the crea-

tures of Allaah (SWT). It 

teaches us to help the less 

fortunate, by giving charity 

to them. There is equality in 

Islaam. Islaam teaches that all 

people are equal in the eyes 

of Allaah, regardless of their 

gender, color, ethnicity or 

age. What matters is the 

purity of the heart and how 

close the person is to the 

Almighty Allaah. There is 

unity among Muslims. Each 

Muslim helps his fellow Mus-

lim brothers and sisters. 

These beautiful attributes of 

Islaam should make us proud 

to be Muslims. We should 

display our faith and be 

proud to be a part of this 

beautiful religion called Is-

laam. Islaam taught us to be 

role models for our family 

members, for our co-

workers, and for the whole 

society. Let us rejoice and 

give thanks to Allaah for the 

Qur‟aan and Islaam, as He 

tells us in what may be inter-

preted as, “That is better 

than what (wealth) they 

amass.”[Surat Yunus,(V. 58)] 

Last but not least, we com-

memorate this day by sparing 

a thought for, and visiting the 

orphans and the widows, our 

less fortunate brothers and 

sisters in institutions for the 

disabled and homes for the 

aged. Let us not forget those 

who are languishing in pris-

ons, keep them in your 

prayers to ease their hard-

ship.  

This is a day on which we 

recall our family and friends 

who are no longer with us. 

Perhaps it is your mother or 

your father whom you loved 

dearly; a brother or a sister 

or even a little child who had 

given you so much joy and 

pleasure and whom Allaah 

(SWT) had called away.  

Dear brothers and sisters, 

today is a day when our hap-

piness and entertainment 

becomes a form of worship 

to Allaah. Enjoy this time, and 

make the most of it with fam-

ily, friends, and your commu-

nity. 

We ask Allaah (S.W.T.) to 

bless you all on this blessed 

day of Eid, and accept from us 

our good deeds. We ask that 

He make our society 

more compassionate and 

more merciful to one 

another. Aameen.  

Supplications for Paki-

stani Flood Victims 

O‟ Allaah! Support our 

brothers and sisters who 

are trodden by the floods in 

Pakistan. 

Our Merciful Lord! Re-

move their suffering and 

hardship, for You are the 

Most Compassionate. 

Shower them with Your 

mercy; and accept those 

who passed away in this 

disaster as martyrs. 

O‟ Allaah! Help them 

through this test and grant 

them from Your favors. 

O‟ Allaah, reconcile the 

hearts of Muslims and fill 

their hearts with mercy and 

sympathy towards their 

fellow Muslims brothers 

and sisters trodden by the 

floods in Pakistan. 

And we ask You, our Pa-

tient Lord, to grant patience 

to those who suffer from 

the destruction of this 

flooding. We ask You, the 

Compassionate Lord, to 

bestow Your healing upon 

those who are suffering 

from diseases brought on 

by the aftermath of this 

disaster.  

We ask You, Allaah our 

Protector, to protect 

those affected by this dis-

aster and help them re-

build their lives, and re-

place their losses with 

something better. 

“Aameen” 

I A R  N E W S L E T T E R  
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By Imam Sameh Asal 
 

A ll praise and thanks 

are due to Allah, 

Lord of the worlds and 

peace and blessings be 

upon his servant and Mes-

senger, Muhammad, his 

family and all his Compan-

ions. 

During the days and 

nights of the blessed 

month of Ramadan we were en-

gaged in different acts of worship 

and we were very close to our 

Lord and we relished the sweet-

ness of worshiping Him. Many of us 

were feeling that our souls are en-

joying the pleasures and bliss in the 

meadows of Paradise. I am sure 

some of us were so close to their 

Lord that they wished that their 

meeting with our Lord would be 

while they were in such a state of 

happiness and closeness to Allah. 

We enjoyed prayer and we felt 

how much was it a coolness for 

our eyes and we enjoyed fasting 

and felt how humbled for Allah our 

souls are, and we spent the cause 

of Allah and felt how considerate 

we are to the poor and the needy. 

Above all was the reward that Allah 

(SWT) has granted to the sincere 

ones who engaged themselves in 

worship for the sake of Allah, and 

the different prizes that were won 

by those who dedicated themselves 

to please Allah (SWT) and fulfill His 

commands.  

Having experienced all these 

spiritual practices, there are 

some questions that we need 

to ask ourselves in this con-

cern. What are the personal 

benefits that you and I have 

reaped from the blessed 

month of Ramadan? We 

need to have a checklist for 

our achievements during the 

month of Ramadan; ques-

tions on our checklist should 

be as follows: 

Have we graduated from the 

Ramadan Academy with a 

degree of Taqwa, building a 

strong barrier between us 

and what displeases Allah and a shield 

that protects us from His wrath and 

punishment? 

Have we trained ourselves on pa-

tience and perseverance in doing acts 

of worship and refraining from sins? 

Have we built a strong bond with 

the book of Allah and strongly deter-

mined that we will never desert it as 

we used to in the past? 

Have we overcome our desires and 

bad habits or we are still under their 

control? Have we fixed our failures 

and shortcomings in different areas, 

or we are still sinking in these 

abysses? 

The list goes on and on…We need 

to honestly check on ourselves 

through giving answers to these ques-

tions to know what difference Rama-

dan introduced to our life. We need 

to know if Ramadan was just a station 

in our journey of life or if it was an 

important spiritual station from which 

we take spiritual provision to con-

tinue our journey.  

Another question that preoccupies 

the minds of many of us is: how do 

we know that our fasting and the rest 

of good deeds in Ramadan were ac-

cepted by Allah (SWT)? This was a 

question that concerned the Compan-

ions of the Prophet (SAW). Ali Ibn Abu 

Talib (RA) said, “Be more concerned 

about the acceptance of your good 

deeds more than you are concerned 

about the deeds themselves. Have you 

not heard Allah‟s saying, “Indeed, Allah 

only accepts from the 

righteous [who fear 

Him].” [Qur‟an 5:27). 

Moreover, the righteous 

predecessors used to sup-

plicate to Allah for 6 

months to enable them to 

reach the month of Rama-

dan and they used to pray 

for 6 other months that 

Allah would accept them 

their deeds in Ramadan. 

The scholars specified the 

signs of the acceptance of 

one‟s good deed to be: 

Doing extra good deeds 

after this good deed; if you 

continue doing the acts of 

worship that you were 

doing during Ramadan like 

fasting, praying at night, 

reading Qur‟an and paying in charity 

then this is a sign that Allah, the Al-

mighty, accepted your deeds. Not only 

that but also relishing the sweetness of 

worship when you engage in these good 

deeds. Repentance is also a sign of Al-

lah‟s pleasure and his acceptance of the 

good deed.  

We should beware of being like the 

woman about who Allah (SWT) de-

scribed in the Qur‟an, “And do not be 

like she who untwisted her spun 

thread after it was strong…” (Qur‟an: 

16:92). We should not lose the achieve-

ments we did in Ramadan after Ramadan 

is over by returning back to the previ-

ous state we were in. 

“If you continue 

doing the acts 

of worship that 

you were doing 

during Rama-

dan like fasting, 

praying at 

night, reading 

Qur’an and pay-

ing in charity 

then this is a 

sign that Allah, 

the Almighty, 

accepted your 

deeds.” 

“We need to 

honestly check 

on ourselves 

through giving 

answers to 

these 

questions to 

know what 

difference 

Ramadan 

introduced to 

our life..” 

I N S P I R A T I O N  
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Reflections:  

Which of the Favors of Your Lord  

Will You Deny? 
 

By Maryam Funmilayo, Staff Writer 

 

J 
ust like an eye blink that opens and closes in micro seconds, or that tiny miraculous star that 

twinkles up in the sky in the midst of the perfectly made constellation, so is Ramadaan, our 

special guest of honor, our lifelong family member. Ramadaan came a few weeks ago, making 

us the best hosts and hostesses we could ever be. Now, it has left us alone, leaving us in a 

state of fear and hope. With all our actions and thoughts, we feared Allaah through fasting as He 

has commanded us to do so. With all our might and strife, we had full hope and trust in Allah that 

all our good deeds will not be left unrewarded. Such is the beauty of the month of Ramadaan. Such 

is the immense benefits that this family member of ours brings to us all every year. Such is a great 

favor from our Lord, the Lord of yesterday, of today, of tomorrow, and forever.  

 

We are fortunate to spend time with our guest, Ramadaan. We are blessed with lives to 

witness its presence and to smell its unique aroma. So, which of the favors of your Lord will you 

deny? We are able to fast while some cannot fast. So, which of the favors of your Lord will you 

deny?  

We break our fast with delicious foods in surplus quantity, and carefully selected quality. Yet, 

amongst us are the hungry, the poor, and the needy. So, which of the favors of your Lord will you 

deny? 

 
We stand up with perfectly made limbs and divinely designed inner body organs to call upon 

Him in prayer while many are bedridden and permanently disabled.  

So, which of the favors of your Lord will you deny? We have homes that we call our safe havens 

while many are out there in the scorching sun, seeing nowhere to call home. So, which of the 

favors of your Lord will you deny? 

 

Truly, can we really deny any favor of Allaah? His blessings are innumerable. His mercy 

supersedes His wrath. His love envelops us. His protection gives us peace of mind. 

Ya Allaah! Accept our fasting, our prayers, and our good deeds. Make us steadfast and allow us 

to acknowledge your favors upon us.  

So, the final question goes again. Which of the favors of your Lord will you deny? 

Absolutely, none. 
 

I N S P I R A T I O N  
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“The truth 

is that the 

whole of 

Islam is 

what 

brings peo-

ple to 

guid-

ance….We  

must call 

repeatedly 

to the 

Truth, and 

we must be 

patient 

and re-

mind each 

other to be 

steadfast 

in our  

patience.”  

Committees’ Activities & Services 
By Ali Zelmat, Chairperson 

Dawah Committee  
 

I have had the opportunity to 

hear many converts to Islam talk 

about what led them to Is-

lam.  While they have all taken 

various paths to get here, the vast 

majority say the same thing: they 

met a Muslim at some 

point. They may not consider it a 

primary reason why they con-

verted, but this interaction is al-

ways an influence on them.  Re-

cent polls have shown that most 

Americans do not know a Mus-

lim. Overwhelmingly, Americans 

who know a Muslim have better 

opinions of Islam and Mus-

lims. This gives us some idea of 

the importance of being a good 

example for Islam in every inter-

action we have.  

What makes someone become 

Muslim? Of course, we know that 

only Allah SWT gives hidayah. But 

what is the reason or path that 

people say brought them to Is-

lam? One thing is clear:  A single 

„miracle‟ doesn‟t do it. Dispelling 

a single myth about Islam isn‟t 

enough, either. The truth is that 

the whole of Islam is what brings 

people to guidance. There may be 

one „sticking point‟ like women, 

hijab, previous revelations, vio-

lence, etc., that keeps them from 

taking the decisive step, but you 

don‟t hear most converts saying, 

“I read this one verse from the 

Quran and became Muslim, and 

then I learned about the rest 

later.” Converts have invested a 

significant amount of time and 

energy and intellectual capital in 

their pursuit of the truth and 

their acceptance of Islam.  

When giving dawah, we need 

to be prepared to answer the 

questions that people have, but 

we must also be prepared to 

steer the conversation to the 

most important topic. This 

most important topic is not the 

Prophets (AS), not the protec-

tion of women, nor any of the 

other „hot-buttons‟. It is 

tawheed.  

In this, we can have no better 

example than the Prophet Mu-

hammad (SAW). He spoke to 

the people at their level of 

knowledge, with examples they 

could understand, and made it 

clear that the fundamentals of 

Islam must come first. And 

when they were ready to take 

their knowledge and under-

standing to the next level, he 

(SAW) gave it to them. We 

don't have the advantage of 

revelation to know where a 

person is on the path to Islam, 

but we do have the ability to 

observe and ask questions that 

will help us to know what the 

person we are talking to needs 

to know. The most persuasive 

arguments come from those 

that first listen and then speak.  

When we give dawah in this 

manner – according to the Pro-

phetic model - we may never 

personally see the re-

sults. What do I mean? If we 

give people the tools to learn 

and critically examine, they may 

become Muslim (insha‟Allah) 

one day in the future, but we 

likely will not see it person-

ally. Perhaps it will be 10 or 20 

years from now. Surah Al-„Asr 

gives us a prescription for suc-

cess.  

We must call repeatedly and 

continuously to the Truth, us-

ing only the Truth, and we 

must be patient and remind 

each other to be steadfast in 

our patience. When we re-

member the reward for having 

helped someone to come to 

Islam, it becomes so easy to be 

patient. As with the Prophet 

Muhammad (SAW), we are not 

working for the success of Is-

lam today. We are working for 

the success of Islam far into the 

future, for generations to 

come.  

There are a variety of ways in 

which you can be involved in 

the Dawah Committee. We 

encourage you to seek oppor-

tunities to increase your 

knowledge and to be the best 

example of Islam that you can 

every day. Please contact  us to 

learn more about our activi-

ties. Insha‟Allah the next Open 

House will take place on Sat.,, 

Feb. 26, 2011. 

I admonish and advise myself 

and my Brothers and Sisters to 

remember the Prophetic model 

in every day of our lives as we 

interact and carry the message 

of Islam.  Jazakum Allahu 

khairan, wa alaikom assalam. 

I A R  N E W S L E T T E R  

DAWAH  
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By Rabia Sultana, Chairperson 

Women’s Committee  
 

Alhumdulillah! The IAR Women's 

Committee continues to expand ser-

vices/offerings to the sisters in our 

community! It strives to provide well-

rounded programs to enhance Islamic 

knowledge and life skills. A strong team 

of diverse volunteers make it possible 

for these programs to sustain and im-

prove. Jazakum Allahu khairan and 

thanks to all volunteers for their dedi-

cation, commitment and effort. 

As Muslim women, we have key roles 

to play at home. As mothers, we need 

to instill the best values and manners, 

while laying a strong foundation for 

learning to our children. They need to 

foster and maintain peace, tranquility 

and harmony among family members in 

the home environment. In their effort 

to build successful families, sisters can 

avail the following learning opportuni-

ties offered by the Committee. 
 

Weekly Classes/ Fri. Night Program 
 

The Committee offers many learning 

opportunities on a weekly basis. One 

could learn or improve their Islamic 

knowledge, understanding of Fiqh, or 

Tajweed, by attending the various 

classes on Tafseer, Tajweed, Arabic 

Grammar and Reading, Islamic Studies, 

or Hadith. The learning opportunities 

also stretch into general or specific in-

terests and skills such as crocheting, 

sewing, cooking, gardening, cake deco-

rating, flower arrangement, henna and 

so on. With a lot of focus on health and 

fitness, aerobics, stretching, boxing and 

karate classes are also offered. Based on 

demand, classes to learn English, Spanish 

or computer skills are also offered. 

Friday Night Program for sisters is also 

a well-rounded program, with Short 

Talks/Halaqa on Islamic or general top-

ics of interest, Tajweed and Tafseer 

classes, sewing/crocheting groups. To 

free mothers to be able to attend, a 

dedicated team of volunteers offer very 

engaging and learning activities for their 

children between 3 to 7 years. On a 

monthly basis, games, social or fun and 

learn activities are offered to enable and 

strengthen sisterhood and to build a 

strong volunteer base.  
 

Workshops and Conferences: 
 

The committee has actively and consis-

tently offered annual conferences on 

topics of interest. A first conference on 

„Rights and Responsibilities of Muslim 

Women‟ was conducted last year. This 

year, a conference on „Sisters Health, 

Fitness and Nutrition‟ was offered. 

Women are half of the community, and 

they raise and nurture the other half. 

Learning about health and nutrition is  

important for the sisters, to cultivate 

and foster healthy habits in a family. 

Both conferences turned out to be a 

great success with maximum participa-

tion and positive feedback from sisters. 

Sisters at a Friday Night halaqa 

 

Ramadan Taraweeh, Eid Prayers 

& Eid Festivals 
 

Ramadan is a busy time for the Com-

mittee. With the increasing number of 

sisters coming for Taraweeh, the sisters‟ 

Musallah area can get chaotic and unruly 

in no time, if no supervision and man-

agement is provided by our committee 

volunteers. Sisters area has more chal-

lenges compared to brothers area, as 

we have infants, toddlers and children 

accompanying mothers. Sister volun-

teers have helped to maintain the order 

and silence in Musallah and engage the 

children in fun and learning activities 

while the parents pray. The committee 

offered organized Itikaf for sisters on 

the 27th night of Ramadan., with more 

than 150 sisters attended the Itikaf. Vol-

unteers also help organize for the Eid 

prayers at the Sisters‟ area. 

Last year, the committee stretched 

itself to offer Eid-ul-Fitr Festival in IAR 

campus for the community. It played 

one of the lead roles in organizing the 

Eid-ul-Adha Festival at Dorton Arena 

for the community on the day of Eid.  

If you are not taking benefit of thede 

opportunities, be it learning or volun-

teering, it is never too late. Get in-

volved, get engaged! Meet other sisters, 

socialize, learn and reap the benefits of 

learning and volunteering. If you have a 

need for learning something that is not 

currently offered, don‟t stop, approach 

us. Insha Allah, we can help enable this 

to happen! Life is much more rewarding 

when you actively participate in learning, 

helping or serving. So make use of the 

opportunities that come your 

way! 

    

Children and mothers enjoying themselves  

If you have questions, 

feedback or to volun-

teer, contact : 

iar.sisters.committee@ 

gmail.com 
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Assisting 

the needy 

and the 

deserv-

ing… 

a noble 

cause in 

Islam 

IAR’s So-

cial & Wel-

fare Com-

mittee 

provides a 

wide array 

of services. 

Committees’ Activities & Services 

By Munir  Abdullah, Chair 

Social & Welfare Committee 
 

The Social and Welfare Commit-

tee (SW-C) is responsible for 

providing programs and services 

to enhance living conditions of 

Muslims in adverse circum-

stances. SW-C is responsible for 

managing the donated ZAKAT 

(mandatory charity) and SA-

DAQAH (voluntary charity) and 

making sure that they are dis-

bursed (according to the Islamic 

rules) to needy people within the 

community, and outside the local 

community. 

The SW-C is operated by volun-

teer staff. Within SW-C tare four 

sub-committees (financial aid, 

food pantry, refugee support, 

domestic violence and abuse) 

responsible for offering specific 

community services. Each has a 

Lead person supported by a team 

of volunteers delivering the ser-

vices. 
 

KEY PROGRAMS  

SUPPORTED AND 

SPONSORED BY SW-C 
 

FINANCIAL AID 
 

Financial Aid Services are Zakat 

funds provided to people who are 

in a time of difficulty and are in 

need of temporary financial aid.  

For example, who may lost their 

job; new refugees in need of sup-

port to get settled; or someone 

with a hardship or change in fam-

ily circumstances. This is generally 

provided to the local community. 

Guidelines on how to apply / 

forms are available in the IAR 

lobby. This information is 

planned to be made available 

on the IAR web-site. 
 

FOOD PANTRY 
 

Food Pantry Service provides 

food for individuals and families 

who are in financial difficulty 

and are unable to afford to 

purchase food. Food Pantry is 

open twice a month (First and 

Third Saturdays) and during the 

month of Ramadan the Food 

Pantry was open every week. 

Food is purchased from the 

Food Bank at a highly subsi-

dized rate; food is also received 

as part of TEFAP (The Emer-

gency Food Assistance Pro-

gram); and food is also donated 

by members of the community. 

The Food Pantry is located in 

the Al-Iman School Building 

(Red Brick Building). 

Each participant is required to 

fill out forms in order for Food 

Pantry staff to determine eligi-

bility and receive this benefit. 
 

REFUGEE SUPPORT 
 

Refugees come to the United 

States from many different 

countries; they need a fresh 

start – new life starting from 

ground-zero. 

The goal is to have a SW-C 

volunteer assigned to each new 

Muslim refugee/family coming 

to the Triangle area.  

Refugees need temporary liv-

ing space and help getting their 

own accommodation. They 

need food – which is provided 

from the Food Pantry Service; 

hot meals are arranged through 

Al-Maidah Kitchen. 

Refugees need of furniture & 

clothing which SW-C provides 

from items donated by the com-

munity. Important basic need 

items can be purchased from 

Goodwill. Refugees need mentor-

ing, tutoring, transportation, etc; 

SW-C currently have plans to 

improve offering such services. 

SW-C also conducted a Refugee 

Iftar at IAR this Ramadan. 

SW-C has a secure rental unit to 

keep donated items from the 

community like furniture and 

small electric appliances until 

given to refugees as and when the 

need arises. 
 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

AND ABUSE 
 

This service is still in the plan-

ning phase. Much work needs to 

be done in this area. SW-C is 

starting the learning process to 

understand priorities of our com-

munity, and what it would take to 

address them. 

Current plans are to build on a 

program to provide referrals and 

offer other assistance. 

This is the most complex service 

to offer and can include divorce 

situations, sisters in homeless 

shelters, child abuse, situations 

where children are put into fos-

ter homes. This service will re-

quire significant funding. Legal 

requirements must be met and 

requires large number of re-

sources. 

 

 
I A R  N E W S L E T T E R  

SOCIAL & WELFARE  

Continues next page 
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SOCIAL & WELFARE (continued) 

Management Team Providing Much Needed Services 

 

EID GIFT PROGRAM 
 

Distribution of Zakat-ul-Fitr to 

the needy within the commu-

nity as Eid Gift. 
 

SCHOOL SUPPORT 
 

Tuition and books support for 

Al-Iman School needy families 

Tuition support for An-Noor 

School needy families 

 

OVERSEAS PROGRAMS 
 

In situations of natural dis-

asters, Zakat money is sent 

through Islamic Relief Organiza-

tion to help disaster victims. 

Most recent example, Flood 

Victims in Pakistan. 

Special Fundraising for vic-

tims of natural disasters and 

fund distribution through Is-

lamic Relief. Example, Pakistan 

Flood Victims. 

Yearly monetary help to 10

-12 countries to support pro-

jects through Islamic Relief Or-

ganization 

Yearly support of orphans 

programs: Currently sponsoring 

4 orphans in Jordan and 3 in 

Palestine. 

 

SPECIAL DONATION  

PROJECTS FROM THE  

COMMUNITY 
 

EID GIFT AND CLOTHES 

DRIVE 
 

Toys and clothes distrib-

uted to the needy families as 

special Eid Gift for children. 
 

RAMADAN FOOD DRIVE 
 

Food items collected from 

the community and distributed 

during Ramadan from the Food 

Pantry to the needy. 

 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES 

DRIVE 
 

School Supplies collected 

from the community and dis-

tributed to the needy school 

children. 
 

NEED FOR VOLUNTEERS 
 

SW-C can always benefit 

from more volunteers. Contact 

SW-C if interested to join the 

SW-C team to help the needy 

and less fortunate. 
 

CONTACT INFO  

FOR SW-C 
 

Email address and Phone Num-

ber are provided on IAR Web 

Page and are as follows: 

swcommittee@islam1.org  

Phone: (919) 834-9572  

Extension 1338 

By Ameenulla Syed, Chair 

Management Committee 
 

IAR‟s  Management Committee has 

been keeping busy as usual handling 

day to day management and mainte-

nance of the Islamic Center prem-

ises. The team has executed the fol-

lowing projects apart from general 

maintenance: 

Renovation of gym from Floor to Roof 

Upgraded of the Audio System for more 

flexibility and quality 

Installed the active directory server with re-

mote access for computing 

Upgraded the security access system 

Upgraded the Security Surveillance system 

New Gym Floor, Electrical Services, Other Facility Improvements Made 

Anyone needing to con-

tact Management can do 

so in person or emailing:  

manage-

ment@islam1.org. 

S E R V I C E S  
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Building Unity and Responsibility  
 

By Ayesha Khadeer, 

Staff Writer/Asst. Editor 

 

The Youth Committee of IAR 

has been continuing its range of 

activities, designed to bring the 

youth closer to Allah, increase 

their understanding of the Deen, 

and enrich their lives through 

services and responsibility. 

Former Youth Director Br. Aatif 

left a good legacy, and until that 

position is filled, the Committee 

is being chaired by Dr. Hesham 

Abdel-Baky. Four part-time work-

ers are supervising the activities, 

including the Friday Night Pro-

gram. 

Many volunteers have dedicated 

their time and effort to leading 

the brothers and sisters. 
 

 

 

 

The sisters group is headed by 

Sr. Nevine El-Sheik with  help 

of many volunteers like Gulalai 

Khan, Durkhanai Khan, Maryam 

Boyd, Reshma Mohamed, Haf-

sah Khadeer and Maryam Khan, 

Yazin Siam, Emad Ali are a few 

of the volunteers working with 

the boys. Some activities the 

youth participated in were the 

IAR Youth Camp held Aug. 30 

to Sept. 1st. Camp was open to 

elementary and middle school 

boys and ages 8-18 for girls. 

During Ramadan itikafs were 

held for school and college 

students, and fast-a-thon for 

high school students. Friday 

night program is also resumed 

with high school halaqas, etc. 

after Ramadan. Insha Allah 

many future plans 

and activities are 

underway for the 

youth, as volun-

teers put in 

countless hours 

and live up to the 

bar set by Br. 

Aatif. 

 

 

Several of the youth girls enjoy the recreational 

activities at a summer camp this year, and later 

pose for pictures. 

 

To All of Those Who Volunteer & Give to Others  
 

May Allah Accept Your Good Deeds & Reward Your Efforts! 
 

May We All Uphold the Teachings of This Deen and  
 

Share in the Joy and Spirit of This Religion… 
 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES 



 
ANNOUNCMENT  

An-NOOR  2010 RAMADAN QURAN CONTEST 
 

As Salaamu Alaikum Dear Parents, 
 

We hope you had a blessed Ramadan. We ask Almighty Allah (swt) to accept our 

good deeds and forgive our shortcomings – Ameen.  
 

The registration for 2010 Ramadan Quran Contest has started and we urge you to 

encourage your children to enroll and participate with devotion. This is a chance for 

you to help them to love and benefit from the Quran, Allah's everlasting revelation.   
 

 The Ramadan Quran Contest 2010 offers Multi-Surah and Single Surah categories. 

The Multi-Surah category enables participants to build on a surah memorized in the 

previous years.  The Single Surah category allows the participants to memorize a se-

lected surah based on individual age and competency.   
 

 The award ceremony recognizes and rewards not only the winners for top three 

places but also for all the participants. This event is a big occasion to celebrate and 

coming together of over 150 families from the Triangle area. All the participants look 

forward to this occasion as they await the results for their hard work and also to cele-

brate with fellow participants. Refreshments are served for all the attendees after the 

award ceremony. 
 

 The Ramadan Quran contest is an excellent opportunity to return to the Book Of 

Allah (swt) and maintain an everlasting bond through its memorization. All the partici-

pants, parents and teachers who help the kids with memorization are the real winners 

in the eyes of Allah (swt) and will be rewarded immensely for every letter the partici-

pants read, memorize, recite, reflect and teach. 
 

 Studying the Quran holds a very high reward, as we learn through the Prophet Mu-

hammad’s (S) teachings.  The Prophet (S) said: “The best of you are the ones who 

learn the Qur’an and teach it to others” [Al-Bukhari].  The Prophet also said, 

“Whoever reads a letter from the Book of Allah, he will have a reward. And that re-

ward will be multiplied by ten.” [At-Tirmithee]  
 

For more information and registration, please visit http://www.raleighmasjid.org, and 

then click on: 2010 Ramadan Quran Contest  
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

Application Deadline: September 26, 2010 (online registration is preferred) 

Contest Dates: October 9, October 16 and October 23 

Award Ceremony: November 19, 2010 
 

Jazakum Allahu Khair Wa Salaamu Alaikum 
 

An-Noor Qur’an Academy- contact email: an-noor@islam1.org 

http://www.raleighmasjid.org/
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Al-Iman  

continues  

its mission 

of excel-

lence, high 

morals, 

strong Mus-

lim identity 

and aca-

demic ex-

cellence. 

 

Kudos to 

NCSU stu-

dent Farris  

Barakat 

and  

others  

who 

helped 

Principal 

Jabeen  

initiate the 

new school 

scholarship 

in honor of 

the late 

Firas 

Shaikh. 

 

EDUCATION IN FOCUS: LEARNING AT ITS BEST 

O n behalf Al-Iman 

School we want to 

extend Eid greetings to all com-

munity members. May Allah s.w.t 

accept our sawm and salaat for 

the blessed month of Ramadan. 

The mission of the school, 

"Exhibiting high morals, exem-

plary citizenship, character, a 

strong Muslim identity, and 

achieving academic excel-

lence,” begins the preparation of 

students in becoming productive 

citizens and leaders in this instan-

taneously, interconnected, inter-

national age.  At Al-Iman we fo-

cus on the following sound edu-

cational practices:  

Educating the whole child 

and addressing each learner's 

needs Using data and best 

practices to select, adjust, 

and deliver instruction  

Integrating the study of 

Quran, Islamic Studies, Ara-

bic language, and various 

cultures throughout the cur-

riculum.  

Emphasizing on Character 

Education and Positive Be-

havior 

Supporting and participat-

ing in local/regional cultural 

events Providing on-going 

Professional Development 

for Staff  

Teaching 21st Century 

Skills and Promoting global 

awareness and its rele-

vance to the core subjects 

Collaborating with our 

community to offer various 

learning activities  

We cannot stress enough the 

importance of educating our 

children in an Islamic School 

environment. Our students not 

only get the best of core sub-

ject teaching, but most impor-

tantly they are nurtured to 

strengthen their religious faith 

and implement the Islamic Val-

ues in their daily lives. We 

teach our children to be prac-

ticing muslims by helping them 

implement the Teachings of 

Qura‟n and the Sunnah of 

Prophet Muhammad saw. Some 

examples include the service 

learning experience that we 

provide to our students, such 

as “Collecting and donating 

food to the Interfaith Food 

Shuttle, Back Pack for Buddies, 

IAR Food Pantry”, “Helping the 

Haiti Earthquake/ Flood Vic-

tims,” “Visiting the sick children 

in the hospitals,” “Donating to 

the Lymphoma and Leukemia 

Society,” to name a few. 

Some of the other activities 

include Collaborating with the 

community at- large to offer 

various learning activities which 

are as follows:  

In April, 2009 our 8th graders 

worked in partnership with four 

Duke University Students on a 

project called “Islam and Media”. 

It was presented to the IAR 

Community and at Duke Univer-

sity. Few NCSU Ph.D students 

conducted their dissertation re-

search with students in grades 2 

and 3. They interviewed them on 

mathematical tasks, and discussed 

their mathematical thinking and 

reasoning. 

Another UNC-Chapel-Hill 

Ph.D Student conducted her dis-

sertation research on Religious 

Schools in the U.S, partnering 

with Al-Iman School. 

Our mission is to provide Is-

lamic education to all children 

regardless of their parents‟ finan-

cial background. In order to meet 

this challenge we have established 

Firas Shaikh Memorial Scholarship 

in memory of our late alumnus, 

Firas Shaikh who passed away in a 

tragic car accident in 2007. The 

Triangle MSA organized a fund-

raising iftaar on Fri., Sept. 3rd to  

help and support this noble cause. 

The establishment of this scholar-

ship is the first step to accomplish 

our goals, insha‟Allah. It is an 

honor for Al-Iman School to get 

the support of our young genera-

tion who proactively participated 

in this event. We urge all commu-

nity members to become part of 

this great cause and help Al-Iman 

educate and nurture our children 

in an Islamic environment. These 

students are our future leaders 

and it is our obligation as a com-

munity to invest in our children. 

I A R  N E W S L E T T E R  

Al IMAN SCHOOL By Jabeen Mussarut, Principal 

Some cloth-

ing, toys,  

and food 

(over 800 

lbs.)collected 

by the 

school for 

the needy-

during 

Ramadan. 
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Al FURQAN SCHOOL 

E D U C A T I O N  

Builds on  its Success with  Innovative Programs  

for Students and Teachers 

the 3rd grade class performs a Salah 

demonstration for parents, signify-

ing their ability to correctly per-

form this act of worship. 
 

Character Education Program 

 

This team is trying to teach our 

students many different character 

traits. Kindness will be the first trait 

to start the year, We will empha-

size charity as a major form of kind-

ness by teaching children how to 

share with others. 
 

Combined Eid Celebration 

 

The school is planning to have a 

combined Eid-ul-Adha celebration 

later this year with Al-Iman and Al-

Noor School InshAllah. The cele-

bration will have many festivities 

such as a moon bounce for elemen-

tary students, cotton candy, freshly 

popped popcorn, pizza, chips, cook-

ies and cupcakes.   

On this joyous occasion of Eid-ul-

Fitr, Al-Furqan School wishes every-

one a blessed Eid celebration. Eid 

M u b a r a k ! 

By Rukhsana Ansari, Chair 

Al Furqan School 
 

A l-Furqan School began 

the school year during 

Ramadan with the help of parents 

and committee members. 

Al-Furqan School is planning to 

offer teacher training courses to its 

staff this year, to improve their 

teaching skills. Al-Furqan's dedi-

cated volunteer teachers and 

staff are the backbone to our 

school and we are very fortunate to 

have brothers and sisters who vol-

unteer and join efforts in making it 

a successful school.  

Here are some of our Special Pro-

grams: 
 

Islamic Knowledge Workshop 

  

Islamic Education Workshop was 

incorporated into the Staff Training 

for elementary and middle/high 

school teachers to improve the 

quality of education offered to our 

students and to equip our staff with 

full understanding of topics covered 

in our curriculum.  
 

Quran Recitation Program 

  

Al Furqan begins a focused study 

on learning how to read and recite 

the Holy Quran in Kindergarten 

and continues until 5th grade. This 

program includes learning the alpha-

bet and correct rules of reading 

(with an emphasis on Tajweed), and 

proper recitation. Our teaching 

staff works with students to help 

them further their Quranic reading 

skills, and we hope that parents 

realize they must work with their 

children continuously in order to 

solidify this skill set for life.  
 

Salah Program 

 

Al-Furqan emphasizes the impor-

tance of Salah to 3rd grade stu-

dents.  These students are intro-

duced to the concept of Salah, the 

role of Salah in our lives as Muslims 

and then spend the year learning 

how to correctly perform wudu 

and Salah. At the end of the year, 

                                  
     
            
 

   

Our Future Depends 

on Our Youth … 
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AN-NOOR SCHOOL 

E D U C A T I O N  

Bringing the Joy of Reciting and Studying Qur’an to Youth 

Brother M. Quddus‟ son, Mir, con-

sistently wants his father to take 

him to Fajr and Isha salah at the 

masjid. 

The students love their teachers, 

and parents appreciate their dedica-

tion as well. Sister Hina Hussain 

sees her daughter Safa blossom as 

she interacts with the supportive 

teachers and staff at An-Noor. 

An-Noor integrates Quranic 

teaching with academics to create a 

future generation of well-rounded 

leaders who are guided by the 

Quran and Sunnah. 

We pray that Allah continues to 

bring success to those who educate 

our children with the message of 

Allah and Prophet Muhammad (S). 

May Allah continue to bless An-

Noor School and its students with 

the Bounty of the Quran.  

By Taiyyaba Qureshi 
  

Becoming a hafizh – a memorizer 

and protector of the Quran – is 

one of the greatest achievements 

any Muslim can reach. Alhamdulil-

lah, the IAR has a means to provide 

this gift to our children – An-Noor 

Quran Academy. 

An-Noor is the realization of a 

twenty-two year long dream of 

producing hufazh of the Quran 

from within our local commu-

nity. The school began as a pilot 

program, starting with eleven stu-

dents, and the Shura later approved 

An-Noor as a permanent school. 

An-Noor has now expanded to 35 

students. The school is certified as a 

private school by the NC Dept. of 

Education, follows the NC Standard 

Course of Study, and administers 

the National California Achieve-

ment Test. 

An-Noor operates at the IAR as a 

full-time school, Monday through 

Friday. It has a two-part curriculum 

to maximize the students‟ focus on 

memorization without sacrificing 

academic development. The stu-

dents spend the first part of each 

day memorizing Quran under the 

guidance of two certified huffazh 

and two assistants. In the afternoon, 

students learn Math, Science, Lan-

guage Arts, and Social Studies. An-

Noor also provides extracurricular 

activities - karate, soccer, and bas-

ketball. 

The importance of this endeavor is 

reflected in the passion of the 

young students, and the joy of the 

parents in seeing their children so 

happily engaged in their studies. 

When asked about their favorite 

Surah, students respond as quickly 

as if asked about their favorite 

movie. Sara, 9, likes Surat Al-Kahf 

and tries to read it every Friday. 

Safa, 8, likes An-Najm. Mir, 8, 

picked An-Noor; Halona picked Al-

Adiyaat. When she finishes memo-

rizing a Surah, Halona says “I feel 

like I accomplished something.” 

Each student understands why they 

are studying Quran; Siraj, 9, puts it 

simply: “So Allah can take you to 

Jannah.” 

The parents of the future huffaz 

see their family becoming closer. 

Dr. Mervat Ali enjoys her daily 

“Quran time” with her daughter, 

where they sit together and discuss 

what Sara memorizes at school. 

And in 

truth We 

have made 

the Qur'an 

easy to  

remember; 

but is there 

any that will 

remember?  

[Surat Al-

Qamar 

Verse 17] 

An Noor students listen to the recitation of Taha, a 

15-year-old boy hafizh from Morocco. 

I A R  N E W S L E T T E R  

Each student understands why they are studying Quran; Siraj, 9, 

puts it simply: “So Allah can take you to Jannah.” 
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ICM has 

expanded 

its facility, 

added dif-

ferent 

amenities, 

and has 

plans for 

more  

Commu-

nity events 

and other 

projects, to 

serve its 

guests, 

members, 

and Mus-

lims throu-

out the 

Triangle… 

A sign of 

great pro-

gress since 

its begin-

ning last 

year. 

Masjid News 

By Kamran Qureshy  
 

Alhumdullillah it has been one 

full year since we started the Is-

lamic Center of Morrisville. This 

is a report card of what we have 

been able to accomplish with the 

help of Allah Subhana Tala as well 

as what we wish to Inshallah ac-

complish the coming year. 

At the Islamic Center of Morris-

ville (ICM) we offer a lecture 

program every Monday, Tues-

day and Thursday after Maghrib 

with Shaikh AbduNasser; Quran 

and Islamic Study classes on 

Wednesday 4-8 PM and Saturday 

2-6 PM with Shaikh Abdul Khadir, 

followed by open Tajweed class 

after Maghrib; and also on Satur-

day there is a lecture by Imam 

Baianonie. 

The boys youth night is on 

Friday 6-9 PM. The girls youth 

night is on Saturday 6-9 PM. 

We offer two Jumaa shifts 

from 1:10 PM to 1:40 PM 

(attended by around 300 Muslim 

brothers and sisters) and the late 

student shift from 3:30 to 4 PM. 

In preparation for Ramadan we 

underwent a transformational 

renovation with the help of our 

General Contractor Br. Jim 

Habib. We expanded the Broth-

ers restroom to 4 sinks, 3 wash-

rooms and 1shower. Sisters rest-

room was expanded to 3 sinks 

and 2 washrooms. The separating 

walls between the 2 units was 

demolished to expand the facility 

to a 3000 SF hall. The speakers 

were remounted for best acous-

tics; ceiling tiles were changed; 

ceiling fans installed and the 

whole facility painted. 

Also for Ramadan we rented 

an additional 1500 SF unit and 

linked it with the main reno-

vated Musallah with speaker 

and video link. This unit also 

had a play area with PS3 and a 

large screen TV for the kids. 

There were nightly 20 Ta-

raweeh Prayers led by 

Hafiz Qari Abdul Khadir 

Hussain and Qiyam Ul Layl 

in the last 10 days led by 

Shaikh Abdul Nasser; and 

multiple Iftars hosted at ICM. 

Some were open to the public 

and others were reserved Iftars 

but all that came to the Masjid 

were invited to join in the Iftar. 

We also had some brothers 

in Itkaf in the last 10 days. We 

also had a boys and a separate 

girls Itkaf night during the 

Ramadan weekends. 

The Islamic Association of 

Raleigh in conjunction with Al-

Iman School and Islamic Center 

of Morrisville have purchased 

an additional 4 acres of land 

adjacent on Church Street in 

Morrisville, adjacent to the 16 

acres of property already 

owned by IAR. Discussions are 

underway to utilize and develop 

this land for the benefit of the 

whole Triangle Muslim Com-

munity and all the Islamic Cen-

ters in the area. 

ICM also hosted a very suc-

cessful table tennis tourna-

ment this year along with Dur-

ham Masjid. 

ICM will be hosting an Eid 

Celebration Festival on Sat., 

Sept 25 from 1:30 to 8 PM. We 

will have a BBQ, laser Tag, mobile 

game theater, games and fun. 

Families and friends are welcome. 

As for future plans for ICM, we 

would like to hire a full time 

Imam; and lease an additional 

1500 SF unit adjacent to the main 

musallah to keep up with the 

growth of our community in 

Morrisville. We also hope to put 

paved parking in the back gravel 

lot; add a basket ball court in the 

back lot; have Tae Kwon Do 

classes for boys and girls; and put 

a treadmill and exercise bike for 

brothers and sisters who would 

like to get into or maintain their 

fitness and health. 

Our long term goal is to develop 

a permanent Musalllah on the 

Church Street property in Mor-

risville, Inshallah. 

Alhumdullilah we had our sec-

ond annual ICM fundraiser on 

27th of Ramadan. Over 300 broth-

ers and sisters attended. There 

was a community Iftar, fundraiser 

and Khatmul Quran. Sweets were 

distributed after the event. The 

community responded very gen-

erously to our humble efforts and 

Jazak allah Khairun to all the 

brothers and sisters who contrib-

uted. Inshallah with this kind of 

generosity, support and encour-

agement we will continue to 

grow, meet the needs of our 

community. We strive to do bet-

ter every year. 

I A R  N E W S L E T T E R  

Report Card from Islamic Center of Morrisville 
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Sisters’ Health, Fitness, and Nutrition Conference: Fun, Fit & Delicious  

By Maryam Funmilayo, 

Staff Writer 
 

The Women‟s committee 

of the Islamic Association 

of Raleigh, (IAR) held their 

2nd annual conference on 

Sat., June 12. The focus of 

the conference was on 

health, fitness, and nutri-

tion. It took a lot of dedi-

cated volunteers to team 

up and plan for such a big 

conference.  

First, the vice chair per-

son, Sr. Wafa Mardi Sar-

sour,  reminded us all to take care of 

what we have been blessed with: Our 

bodies. Then, there was a meet and 

greet ice breaker planned by Sr. Fati-

mah Jackson, that made everyone in 

the room feel comfortable and ac-

quainted with one another. The ice 

breaker was a nice and fun game and 

the room quickly filled up with laugh-

ter and excitement.  

The speakers gave excellent, profes-

sional power point presentations, on 

various topics on health, fitness, and 

nutrition. Among the speakers was a 

scientist, Sr. Rabia Ouchtain, with a 

background in plant physiology, a nu-

tritionist, a psychiatrist, a general 

practitioner, and a breast cancer sur-

vivor. Sr. Adilah Shabazz, a journalist 

by profession as well as a writer, 

teacher, and our own editor-in-chief 

of the IAR newsletter, spoke about 

her experiences in cultivating a health-

ier life.  

Sr. Ziyadah Saleem was another ex-

cellent speaker who spoke about food 

additives. Her information was a big 

eye opener to the audience. Sadly 

speaking, there are so many foods out 

there whose sources are unknown to 

us. Her take home message was to 

become proactive in knowing what we 

are putting inside our bodies. It is all 

about reading our food labels diligently. 

I would add here that if the food com-

panies are making billions of dollars in 

food production and advertisements, 

then we as Muslims have the full-

fledged rights to ask about the sources 

of our foods. It is just a phone call 

away. Most food products have 1-800 

numbers, e-mail addresses, or web-

sites.  

Sr. Naima Hassan discussed the posi-

tive effects of herbal remedies on dis-

eases. Our plant pathologist spoke 

about the essence of herbs and spices 

in our lives and touched base with the 

different healing properties of foods in 

which herbs and spices constitute a 

major role. Our nutritionist spoke 

about eating and drinking according to 

the Qur‟an and Sunnah. Nowadays, 

many Muslims focus too much on 

what is halal and haram, leaving be-

hind that sunnatic part which is 

equally important. If we are eating 

fresh organic food, but eating in a 

manner that our Prophet Muhammad, 

sallallaahu 'alayhe wa sallam dis-

likes, then, we are not getting 

the full rewards of this act of 

worship. If he says he dislikes 

reclining while eating, then we 

should dislike it as well. If he 

says we should eat with our 

right hands and eat what is near 

us, then we should follow his 

advice without questioning. In 

Islam, there is etiquette for eve-

rything. Eating the right foods 

along with the right manners, helps us 

accumulate the full blessings. When 

either one is missing, then this blessed 

act of worship is suffering. As a re-

minder, the Qur‟an and Sunnah 

should go hand in hand.  

The keynote speaker, Sr. Jamilah Jihad, 

travelled all the way from Atlanta, 

Georgia, to deliver her speech that 

resonated around the room. It was 

refreshing and soul inspiring to see 

how our body organs were in full 

worship to Allaah, carrying out spe-

cific roles in our bodies. To put these 

various organs at risk by living an un-

healthy life, is tantamount to disre-

specting their Maker and Our Maker. 

Mini health sessions were also held, 

where sisters had the opportunity to 

get free body massages by Sr. Yasmine 

Salem, a certified body massage thera-

pist. karate and boxing skills were also 

demonstrated. 
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Sisters’ Health conf. (continued)  

Sr. Eman Badr and Sr. Doua Badr had 

their little ones display some karate 

moves for us. It was so impressing to see 

the little ones feel so excited about being 

fit at their early ages.  

Sr. Durkhanai Khan, a pre-medical stu-

dent at East Carolina Univ., showed us 

some basic tips on her boxing talent.  

After the displays, sisters were informed 

about various sisters‟ fitness groups at the 

masjid, including a women‟s karate group, 

which meets every Saturday on the 2nd 

floor at IAR from 5 to 6 pm. The karate 

instructor is a certified black belt Russian 

Muslim sister. In addition, there is a 

weekly aerobics class at the Muslim 

American Society (MAS) office. The in-

structor is also a Muslim sister who is cer-

tified. The monthly fees for both the ka-

rate and aerobics classes are half what is 

usually charged at most health clubs.  

Dr. Yassmin Gabr, a general practitioner 

as well as a volunteer at the Mariam Clinic, 

discussed chronic diseases , like diabetes, 

high cholesterol, and high blood pressure. 

She gave tips on how to de-stress our 

lives. Our medical psychiatrist, Dr. Sha-

heda Maroof, spoke on women and mental 

health, and mentioned ways on how to get 

help when one feels something is not 

right. She said there should be no shame 

in asking for spiritual and medical help if 

you need it.  

The health conference was also spiced up 

with health displays, exhibitions,  nutrition 

products and pamphlets in the IAR gymna-

sium. Sr. Suha Najjar, a distance education 

nutrition and dietetics student, was readily 

available in the gym to welcome sisters 

who wanted to know how to measure the 

body mass index, known as the BMI, as 

well as  gain knowledge on other nutrition 

related issues. In addition to these health 

displays, the aroma of the palatable, deli-

cious, healthy food filled the gym. A bazaar 

took place outside the gym and sisters 

were able to shop as they were walking 

from one aisle to another. 

One key factor I learned about this con-

ference was the knowledge shared among 

all the sisters who attended. Knowledge is a 

gift we should not take for granted. Knowl-

edge eliminates ignorance with full force.  

The bond of sisterhood was also sweet, 

sensational, strong, and superb. From up-

state New York to New Jersey, South 

Carolina, Georgia, and the neighboring ar-

eas around Raleigh, sisters came out in 

numbers to listen to their speakers, and 

take home many health benefits. In fact, 

many guests came out of town. Without 

the grace of Allaah, the conference would 

not have been successful. Our appreciation 

goes out to our chair person, Sr. Rabia Sul-

tana, to Sr. Adilah Shabazz, who led the 

planning team. A special thanks to Sr. Zi-

yadah, her daughters, and other sisters who 

decorated the gym area. The breakfast and 

lunch lead was also by Sr. Ziyadah. The 

conference ended with a powerful 5-7 min-

ute dua led by Sr. Eman Mubarak. 

There‟s a tentative plan to hold another 

mini conference this fall. Meanwhile, Stay 

Healthy. Stay Happy. Stay Humble. 

Sisters learned about the many health 

benefits of certain  herbs & spices. 

I A R  N E W S L E T T E R  

 

A Tribute of Thanks to  

Every Muslimah 
 

By Maryam Funmilayo 
 

Thank you, Muslimahs. 

Thank you, Muslim Women - 

Mothers, Sisters, Aunts, Cousins, 

Grandmas and Great Grannies,  

Nieces, and Friends. 
 

Thank you so much.  

For your sacrifice and strength, 

commitment to your community, 

volunteerism, and labors of love. 

For your time, talents, and treas-

ures that can never be measured, 

your willingness to help your 

fellow sisters here and abroad. 
 

Thank you for caring and sharing 

your gifts of love with others. 

Dear Muslimahs, can we really 

thank you enough?  
 

Amongst you are hardworking 

home makers, dedicated 

daeeyahs, terrific teachers, valu-

able volunteers, caring community 

activists, loyal lawyers, brilliant 

business entrepreneurs, humble 

home educators, superb scien-

tists, graceful gardeners, dexter-

ous dressmakers, praiseworthy 

physicians, honorable health pro-

fessionals, humorous high school 

scholars, charismatic college stu-

dents, estimable engineers, 

charming criminal justice experts, 

and admirable architects. 
 

The list of who you are,  

is long, rich in flavor,  

and absolutely diverse,  

more than you can ever imagine. 
 

Thank you for bearing so much 

patience in today‟s world  

when all eyes are against you,  

For being trailblazers and torch 

bearers, your altruism, your intel-

ligence, diligence, and forbear-

ance, for a thousand unnamed 

sacrifices, and for making a huge 

difference in the lives of many 

women and girls, Thank you.  
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Triangle Area Mosques Group (TAM) Forms 

IAR Expanding Community Services with Washing Facility for the Deceased 

where Al-Maidah kitchen is located, 

specifically  at the corner parking lot 

on Atwater Street. Br. Hassan said 

the facility will provide more con-

venience for the volunteers of the 

cemetery committee, especially the 

female volunteers. It is not easy for 

them to drive to far away distances 

on short notice to provide washing 

services at funeral homes.  

This will also reduce the cost of 

funeral services families might nor-

mally pay. Plus it will provide more 

privacy when it comes to washing 

the deceased. Privacy was one of 

the main concerns for deceased 

sisters‟ bodies left over night at fu-

neral homes. 

IAR will also have its own hearse 

with a trained volunteer driver. 

By Adilah Shabazz  
 

One of the most important ser-

vices any masjid community can 

offer its members and the commu-

nity it serves is having a washing 

facility  for the deceased. 

Recognizing this need, Shura has 

given approval for a body-wash facil-

ity for the deceased. With efforts 

led by Shura member Br. Khalid Al-

Zoubi  to determine the best loca-

tion for the facility, come up with 

the structural layout and design, 

costs, and any legalities involved, the 

facility, Insha Allah, will become a 

reality, thanks to individual and 

Community donations. The ex-

pected cost: is  $150,000. 

The facility will be located on the 

masjid grounds near the back side of 

the property. It will provide a place 

for the deceased to be properly 

washed, without families having to 

go to outside funeral homes, This 

would save them the costs normally 

paid for such washing services. Be-

sides the washing stations, the 

structure will contain a sitting area 

for family members to wait, a small 

office, and a viewing area. 

IAR Director Hassan Imam ex-

plained that the results of a commu-

nity survey done last year clearly 

showed that the community wanted 

its own body-wash facility. Based on 

this, Shura approved the building of 

the facility. Several options were 

explored for where it would go, and 

the decision was made to build the 

free standing facility on the side 

Health Facts 2010: Did You Know? 
 

   Imams of various masjids in the 

Greater Raleigh(Triangle) area 

have formed an alliance called the 

Triangle Area Mosques. 
 

  The main purpose of this team, 

or TAM as it is called, is for the 

leadership of all local mosques to work together on common 

grounds.  
 

The Triangle area is seeing a growth of new and/or ex-

panding masjids. Such an alliance is sure to be beneficial, es-

pecially the Muslim Community as a whole and especially 

masajids in this region. 
 

Each masjid in TAM is represented by an Imam and an Ad-

ministrative/Management person. Some of their initial ideas 

for common grounds are: Youth Activities, Dawah Activities, 

and planning Eid celebrations together.  
 

May Allah bless this effort and make it fruitful for the local 

Muslims and all who share in the Eid celebrations. 

 

 
 

 

Here are some facts from the 2010 Health 

Fair held in our community and organized 

with the help of many volunteers. 
~~~ ~~~~~ 

900+ Attendees 

40 Vendors 

100+ Volunteers 

300+ Blood Tests Performed 

350+ Blood Glucose tests & BMI Checks 

200+ Hearing Tests 

100+ Dental Exams 

100+ Eye Exams 

42 Blood Donations 

45 Mammogram Sign ups 

Several Breast Exams 

Several Massage Therapies  

Several Carotid Ultrasounds 
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Ramadan and My Trip to China 

E ach year before Ramadan, I try to prepare myself 

mentally and psychologically for the blessed month in 

a way or another. This year was no exception. I had a trip 

planned to China to do training for Chinese Engineers, just 

before Ramadan, and I thought to myself this will be a good 

time to reconnect with the Quran and prepare for Rama-

dan. But I figured this time around will be tough. With the 

Ummah suffering at different fronts, in Iraq, Afghanistan, 

Palestine, and Pakistan and with the Muslims in the West 

facing many new challenges with the next generation, with 

outcries against building mosques, with mosques having 

minarets, over Hijab, etc.  

It turned out that the trip was a much better experience 

than what I thought. I used part of my spare time to con-

nect with the Quran, and the weekends to travel and see 

the country. In addition to reading the Quran, two trips 

gave me the needed push that I was looking for to prepare 

for the blessed month of Ramadan,  to two sites that were 

listed in tourist‟s advertising as major attractions in Beijing. 
 

VISIT TO NIUJIE MOSQUE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The first trip was to the Niujie Mosque and the second 

trip was to the Summer Palace. The Niujie Mosque was 

first built in 996 and reconstructed as well as enlarged un-

der the Qing Emperor Kangxi (1622-1722). 

The Mosque is located in Beijing's Xuanwu District, the 

spiritual centre for the 10,000 Muslims living in the vicinity 

and is the biggest and oldest one in Beijing. Niujie in 

Xuanwu District, where the mosque is located, is the larg-

est area inhabited by Muslims in Beijing. 

The Niujie Mosque covers an area of approx. 

6000 square meters. It is a mixture of Islamic and Chinese 

cultures. From the outside, its architecture shows tradi-

tional Chinese influence while the inside has mostly Islamic 

decorations. Built out of timber, it is home to some impor-

tant cultural relics and tablets such as the upright tablet of 

an emperor's decree proclaimed in 1694 during the Qing 

Dynasty.  

 

I said to myself YA Allah…the Muslims arrived here more 

than a thousand years ago and built a mosque where Salah 

still takes place five times a day including Jumah.  

I spent sometime in the mosque thinking and reflecting on 

this Ummah that had arrived in China and built a mosque 

more than a thousand years ago, using horses and camels as 

means of transportation within a short period after the 

death of the Prophet (pbuh). I said to myself that this is the 

Ummah that I know and  the Ummah that ought to be. This 

is the Ummah that will come back to take its right position 

under the Sun to lead others under the guidance of the 

Quran and the Sunnah.  

The Ummah is not in a good situation now, but this is not 

how things were for more than 1200 years. The Ummah 

was the lead Ummah during most of the time until the 19th 

century when it started on a course that led to the fall of 

the Khilafah and the colonization of this Ummah and others 

became in charge directly or indirectly with its affairs for 

more that 200 years. I said to myself the Ummah is looking 

for the way out and will find it in Islam. We are still a very 

relevant Ummah, and the future is on our side. True, there 

will be some suffering and great sacrifices and the future is 

ours by the will of Allah. The Ummah has the full ingredi-

ents: the Quran, the Sunnah, the wealth, and the human 

resources…so it is a matter of time for it to find the way 

out and be unified under the banner of Islam . 

Although I did not plan it that way, the second trip reas-

sure me of my thinking. The Summer Palace was the resi-

dence of the Emperor for some time and I spent a whole 

day touring the place. I was struck with the written material 

describing each place. One banner read the same thing at 

almost the main sites within the Palace and its surroundings 

over and over again. It says something like….This part was 

destroyed during the French-Anglo war and was rebuilt and 

reconstructed as it was. It was around many places that 

were destroyed for the Chinese nation to see, think, and 

reflect. I said to myself, look where is China today. Where is 

France and England in comparison? Everyone is trying to 

appease China. In fact, a statement from a Chinese official 

can shake the stock markets in Europe and the U.S. in a way 

that was not imaginable even 20 years ago.  

I asked myself: When will the turn for this Ummah come? 

When this Ummah will be able to rebuild Baghdad, Kabul, 

Jerusalem and Muslims ask themselves where are we now 

and where is the West, NATO, and their puppets. I was not 

dreaming. I know this day will come even if I did not live to 

see it. By this time, I was fully prepared to go through Rama-

dan with an enthusiasm and a zeal that I hope every Muslim 

can experience personally: to work hard to push the Um-

mah in the right direction and get back on track.  

Eid Mubarak  

By Hisham Sarsour, PhD 

 

 
  Niujie Mosque, China’s  oldest mosque  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qing_Emperor
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kangxi
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Xuanwu_District
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qing_Dynasty
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qing_Dynasty
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Poets’ Corner 

  Reflection 
By Tanzeel Chohan 

 

Knowledge is the core of human existence. 
 

Self-assessment is important in a state of probation 
Righteousness is not a clothing, it is a soul. 
Live in the world as a stop-over. 
Kindle the light in your heart to know God. 
The joy of simple living is priceless. 
Humbleness is a sign of greatness. 
Good company is an anchor for life’s turbulence. 
Happiness is to accept how things are. 
The real peace comes from the purity of heart. 

 

Thanks to all of our Readers for taking the 

time to view the Newsletter...  

As well as our Contributing Writers... 



 

  Poetic Voices of  Our Youth 

 

 

                              By Rahma Hida 

                                           I'm lying to myself. How could I be right?  

                                           I'm denying myself, Don't want to see the light.  
 

                                  The truth is so obvious, So clear from the lies.  
                                But I refuse to see, Clarity behind the disguise.  

 
I remember the promise I made, In a time before time.  

  In front of my Creator, I told Him, That He was truly mine.  
 

That He is my Lord, That He is my Friend,  
That to Him is the beginning, That to Him is the end.  

 
How could I have broken my promise? How could I have gone astray?  

How will I come back now? How can I walk back on that Straight Way?  
 

I want to return to Him, But it's so hard to ignore,  
The whispering, the nagging, They’re becoming more and more!  

 
I want to hold true to that promise. I don't want to be a liar.  

Don't want to lose myself, To my passions and desires.  
 

He sees the tears that are so Well-hidden in the dark night.  
He feels my heart's throb and ache, He wants to make everything alright.  

 
He wants to save me, I know it,  

He wants me to stay true,  

The Promise 



A Muslim Girl  by Mimrah Hossain 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am judged by how I act. Not what I wear or what I look like. That’s a fact.  

N o one knows what’s underneath these clothes. It’s the character, the morals, the Deen that shows. 

They can’t judge me by the shape of my legs or the texture my hair. That’s why many are just shocked and all they can do is stare. 

Cause to them freedom is showing all the skin they can, so that they may be ranked by a man. 

They give men the power to grade them, like on a scale of 1-10.  

But in Islam only Allah can grade us because He created us. But this is me, a Muslim girl. No matter what people think, Islam is my world.  

Islam gives me rights and freedoms as a woman to cover what is precious. 

It gives me the right to be who I chose to be… I can set goals out as far as the sea 

They call us oppressed? But look who we follow…the Virgin Mary. 

Yet still the fact that we cover is just plain scary. They think that America values their women? 

They must be crazy; they don’t value nothing but the colors, the size, the looks, and the thighs. 

In other countries woman are more covered and are judged by their character, education. 

But forget that, shoot, we’re a more industrialized nation. 

We use women to model our cars, to get men to buy magazines and drool over movie stars. 

Forcing women here to become a token…something shiny, but making women all over pay the price. 

Here, they characterize us by our bodies and what is hot…But in Islam, it’s all about what morals you’ve got. 

You’re not looked at as an object, or an asset to attain. But you can be seen from the amount of knowledge you gain. 

It’s not a symbol of oppression, it’s a symbol of respect and that isn’t a question. 

They think Hijab takes away from all human rights but in reality if worn properly it gives us delight. 

Wearing Hijab brings the wearer happiness…if their intention is to gain righteousness. 

You can’t judge me by the way I dress or what I wear. 

You have to look deeper to see what’s on the inside of my heart, that’s where. 

But you can judge me by my prayer or by how much I care about all the despair… in the world. 

I have avoided the pressure: to stay beautiful, sexy, & thin, instead every day I deal with what’s within… 

My intentions are what really matter to get through this life. 

Am I wearing Hijab in vain or just to become a wife? Do I accomplish my daily tasks in a Halal manner? 

Or do prayer and good deeds just fall off my daily planner?   

Muslim women have rights to get a job based strictly on an excellent resume… 

Not how short we wear our skirts per say? Equality? Yes that’s right, it comes with modesty.  

Not just for woman, but for men it can bring amnesty.  Many argue that Muslim women just submit to their husband or father’s requests,  

But all that talk you should not digest.  We don’t submit to anyone but Allah (swt) our God.  

Anything else said is just plain odd.  Don’t believe what you hear or what’s been said in the media or TV. 

Because my spoken words make it clear that my Deen, Islam is the key. 

The key to hold women to higher standards, and to disregard misconceptions that have occurred. 

And remember that diamonds are buried deep in the ground. Someone has to work hard to have them found. 

Pearls are covered in layers of shell, deep in the oceans within clams they dwell.  

Safe and secure, covered and sealed, until the day the rightful person is revealed. 

As you can tell, these treasures are hard to find. But once found they are gems that shine. 

Diamonds are precious, so are pearls. The same can be said of Muslim girls. 

Diamonds are precious, so are pearls.  

The same can be said of Muslim girls. 


