
OPTIONAL READING EXTENSIONS   

1. Support the things that are presented in class by spending time 
talking and asking open-ended questions. What did you learn in 
language arts today? What was interesting? This includes 
reviewing homework and morning work. 

2. Find a subject that your child is interested in. Use this to your 
advantage!! For example, if your child is interested in baseball, 
one activity would be to go through baseball magazines and find 
different words that begin with a specific letter. If you chose to 
look for "B" words, make a list such as Babe Ruth, ball, base hit, 
bobble, etc. Your child's interest will naturally motivate him/her 
and he/she will start to recognize words. He/she will expand 
their vocabulary, practice writing, AND learn about something 
that is interesting. 
 
3. Sit together and write out stories or poems. Using baseball as 
an example again, he/she will get to illustrate and tell about a 
favorite sport. This would be a time to emphasize invented 
spelling. If your child gets stuck, encourage him/her to say the 
word aloud repeatedly and write what he/she hears. Your child 
should feel free to write down ideas without worrying about 
spelling (unless it is a spelling word that week). This would be a 
wonderful thing to share during show and tell! Perhaps even use 
an audio recording system to hear himself/herself read! I would 
love to hear it. 
 
4. Read things aloud such as signs, recipes, coupons, magazines, 
mail, poems, and stories. Even if your child is elsewhere in the 
room, he/she will pick up on fluency, voice inflection, and 
vocabulary. 
 



5. Visit the public library. Sometimes they have "story time" 
which the kids really enjoy. 
 
6. Play license plate ID. Look at the plates on a car--have your 
child identify the letters, (Like "FTD") When he/she can easily 
identify the letters, have him/her tell you 
the individual sounds (like "fffff, tuh. duh"). If this becomes 
easy, find words that begin with these letters to make silly 
phrases such as “fluffy turtle dance”, and eventually add in 
synonyms or antonyms as an extra challenge! 
 
7. Write notes to your child. One family told me that their 
daughter quickly grew eager to read when she knew there was a 
note for her on the refrigerator every morning. A note attached 
to a snack would thrill any child. 
 
8. Books on cd are wonderful ways of reading. The child hears the 
story and can follow along in the book. a great learning tool! The 
public library carries these as well. 
 
9. The “We Both Can Read” series, a shared reading concept, has 
favorites such as The Three Little Pigs and Jack and the 
Beanstalk. 
 
*If you are finding any reading strategies that are working well, 
please let me know. As each child is different, I love to hear what 
is working for yours and I would love to share ideas with others. 


