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RECYCLING GARBAGE  
IN THE PAST  OR

IPSIA CATTANEO Rome, Italy



Goethe in 
Naples

Naples, May 28 1787



Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 
( Frankfurt am Main, August 28 1749-
Weimar, March 22 1832)

Starting from 1786 up to 1788, He 
travels  in Italy, across all  the 
country from Trento to Palermo. 
He devotes several pages to the 
people of Naples ,  to their gaiety, 
to their joy of l ife, to their art of 
getting by. In an article, he tells  
about the recycling of garbage in 
Naples.



                                            Naples May 1787
Goethe writes :“Neapolitans are employed to transport the 
garbage upon donkeys outside the city.  The countryside 
surrounding Naples is  al l  a giant vegetables garden : it  is  a 
pleasure to watch the incredible amount of vegetables that are 
brought to the city every market day ,  and how human 
industry then returns to the country the remnants of the 
kitchen waste,  to accelerate the growing of vegetation”.



     Goethe was impressed by the fact 
that Italian people of his time  had 
already understood the importance of 
recycling garbage as manure for the 
fields.

    We think that in the past,  people 
were used to saving more. There was 
less waste so that recycling  (as we 
mean it now) was not so necessary.

     Today, however, due to 
a more consumerist society, we 
produce more waste and is 
therefore  mandatory  to have a 
recycling program. Unfortunately the 
conditions  for a correct recycling are 
not always guaranteed .



Consumption of vegetables of today’s Neapolitans is stil l  high since they are 
part of their diet. Unfortunately the production of the “wet” of 
caulif lowers, broccoli,  artichokes, cabbage is high too  and there are no 
donkeys to take it to the fields as it  was in Goethe’s time. However the 
countryside around Naples ,despite il legal dumps ,stock pile of eco-bales, 
legal and il legal cementations, is stil l  a giant vegetable garden.
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