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RESULTS OF THE ANNUAL MEETING
The Annual Meeting of the Hunters Green Cluster Association was held on Tuesday,
December 2, 2003 at the Reston Community Center.  The two primary items on the
agenda were the annual budget for 2004 and the election of two directors.  The
members in attendance voted to approve the budget as proposed by the Board of
Directors.  Annual dues for 2004 will be $962.50.  Members can pay their annual dues
in full by February 29, 2004, or alternatively, can elect to pay their dues in quarterly
installments of $250.00.  The quarterly installment plan includes service fees that total
$37.50 during the course of the year.  For further detail and explanation, please refer to
the information printed on the last page of this newsletter. Your billing statement is
either enclosed with this newsletter or has been sent to your third-party-agent if you
previously identified one.

In the Board elections, Bob Deans and Amy Brown were reelected to new three-year
terms.  The Association’s Board of Directors for 2004 and their terms and
responsibilities are as follows:

Director Area of Responsibility Phone Number Term Expires

Bob Deans President  703-391-1579        2006
Amy Brown Contracted Services  703-860-1325        2006
Matt Egan Grounds Maintenance  703-476-9215        2004
Bill Holmes Treasurer  703-758-2580        2004
Katharine Hunter Grounds Maintenance   703-476-9095        2005

The Board of Directors can be contacted at their home phone numbers shown above, or
alternatively can be sent e-mail by using a period between the person’s first and last
name and sending the message to the domain: HuntersGreenCluster.org (e.g., 
Bob.Deans@HuntersGreenCluster.org).  The Board as a whole can be e-mailed by
sending a message to Board@HuntersGreenCluster.org.

CHRISTMAS TREE COLLECTION
Wednesdays, January 7 and 14, will be the two special collection days for picking up
and recycling Christmas trees.  Please remove all decorations and tinsel from the tree
before placing it at the curb.  Also, please do not place your tree in any sort of bag or
net.  Trees can also be put out on any regular trash pickup day after January 14.



SNOW REMOVAL OPERATIONS
The Board has received some complaints about the snow removal operations.  Usually
it’s with regard to plowing of snow behind parked cars, or leaving before the job is done.
Residents should know that our snow contractor has other clients besides Hunters
Green Cluster to worry about, so they do their snow removal in stages.  Early on, they
use a truck plow to clear a path along the roads so that emergency vehicles such as fire
trucks and ambulances will be able to access houses in the Cluster.  While the plow can
do its work quickly, unfortunately it’s not very neat.  It's not possible to keep snow
mounds from piling up behind cars and next to parking places.  They'll angle the blade
away from the cars where it’s possible, but in areas where there are parking places on
both sides, or in dead-end courts, that's not always possible.  

So everyone needs to have a bit of patience during the early stages of cleanup.  Once
all clients have been serviced with the initial plowing, they will return with the loaders
and the bobcats to do a final and more efficient cleanup.  If residents have, in the
meantime, cleared out the snow from back of their cars, they will endeavor to minimize
messing that up again.  However, in a close housing and parking space arrangement
such a cluster, there's just so much maneuvering room, and so many places where they
can pile the snow they're removing.  Residents should expect that they will use traffic
islands and other places where there are no parking places to put the stuff.

You can help out too.  We notice that, out of consideration for their neighbors, some
residents with more than two vehicles frequently park some of them around the islands
in courts or along the main road rather than take up extra parking spaces.  Normally,
that’s fine, but during snow removals, these vehicles get in the way of the plows.  When
snow is expected, it is probably better if residents will pull into a vacant, unreserved
space – at least until plowing is completed.

We have been using the same snow contractor for well over a decade, and there’s a
good reason for that.  He has a reputation as one of the best in the business.  Just take
a peek at some of the neighboring clusters; you’ll see the difference.

BOARD’S MEETING SCHEDULE FOR 2004
The Board of Directors holds regular bimonthly meetings, normally on the second
Thursday evening in odd-numbered months.  Scheduled dates for 2004 are:

January 12 (a Monday!)
March 11
May 13
July 8
September 9
November 11 (2005 budget planning meeting)

All meetings begin at 7:30 pm and will be held at the Reston Community Center in
Hunters Woods unless a change is announced.  Schedule reminders and meeting
agenda will be posted on the website in advance of each meeting.

Looking ahead, the Association’s 2004 Annual Meeting will be held on December 7,
2004.



BOARD COMMUNICATIONS WITH HOMEOWNERS AND RESIDENTS
In 2004, the Board of Directors plans to continue its practice of using e-mail and the
Association’s website (http://www.HuntersGreenCluster.org) as the primary means of
communication with homeowners and residents.   The website is maintained on a
regular basis and is the primary source for new information as it becomes available. 
You will also find a “library” containing all relevant Association documents.  Additionally,
the Board has requested e-mail addresses from all homeowners and residents so that
the Board can advise you quickly with late-breaking developments or news of interest. 
You can register your e-mail address with the Board merely by sending a message to
Board@HuntersGreenCluster.org.  Members’ e-mail addresses will be kept confidential,
and will not be published or disclosed to other people or organizations.

If you do not have a computer with web or e-mail access, you can phone 703-758-2580
or mail a request to the Board at HGCA, P.O. Box 2712, Reston, VA 20195-0712, and
the Board will then communicate with you by phone or USPS mail.

By way of reminder, all meetings of the Board of Directors are open to members and
residents.  You have the right to request to be notified personally in advance of each and
every regular or special meeting of the Board.  You can exercise this right on an annual
basis with a request in writing to the Board.  These rights, and others, are codified in
Virginia’s Property Owners’ Association Act, which you can view by going to the website
and looking in the Governing Documents section of the Library page.

TALKIN’ TRASH – AGAIN!
We’ve noted this before, but some folks apparently haven’t gotten the word.  It is a
violation of Reston Association covenants to put out your trash for collection before the
night preceding a scheduled collection day.  Over the holidays, we’ve noted that some
people have been putting out their trash as many as four or five days in advance.  We
know you want to get it out of your house, but it leaves an unsightly mess at the curb for
extra days at a time, with opportunity for the wind, rodents, or other animals to get into it
and make an even bigger mess.   ....And, likewise, please retrieve your empty trash
barrels and recycle bins by evening of the collection day.



IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT DUES ASSESSMENT AND PAYMENTS

Enclosed is your statement for the first quarter Cluster dues.  At the Annual Meeting of the Cluster
Association held on December 2, 2003, the membership voted to adopt the 2004 budget that had
been proposed by the Board of Directors.  You can pay your dues using either one of the two
payment plans:

(1)  Annual dues will be set at $962.50.  You can choose to pay your annual dues (i.e., $962.50) in
full lump sum any time up through February 29, 2004.

(2) You can elect, instead, to make quarterly payments of $250.  These payments will be split
and classified on your billing statements as follows:

1st Quarter Installment, due January 1, 2004:  Dues = $250.
2nd Quarter Installment, due April 1, 2003: Dues = $237.50 plus a Service Fee = $12.50.
3rd Quarter Installment, due July 1, 2003: Dues = $237.50 plus a Service Fee = $12.50.
4th Quarter Installment, due October 1, 2003: Dues = $237.50 plus a Service Fee = $12.50.

You should notice that the four quarterly installments each total $250, as was approved by the
membership at the annual meeting.   If you have questions or find this confusing, please contact
Bill Holmes, HGCA Treasurer, at 703-758-2580 (or fax 703-758-5552).  If this statement should be
sent to a third party or to a different name or address, please mark the appropriate changes and
return it by mail.

Remember, that if you choose to use the quarterly installment plan, each quarterly installment is
due and payable as of the first day of the quarter.  You have roughly a 90-day grace period during
which you can make your payment.  However, your payment must be either (1) postmarked by the
last day of the quarter or (2) received by the Treasurer prior to midnight on the last day of the
quarter, in order to avoid assessment of a late fee and interest.  Homeowners who do not pay the
full amount of their annual dues by February 29 will be assumed to have elected to use the
quarterly installment plan.

Need a wake-up call?  Were you assessed a late fee and interest for a late payment last year? 
Perhaps you should take advantage of the Board’s “wake-up service.”  If you are one of those
homeowners who customarily pay their dues just prior to the deadline, but sometimes you lose
track of the date, you can request to receive a “reminder call” near the end of the quarter.  For legal
reasons, we cannot call you unless you first request to be placed on the “call list.”  All it takes is one
phone call to the Treasurer at the phone number above.  Additionally, homeowners who have
provided the Board of Directors with an e-mail address will receive reminders toward the end of
each quarter.  Reminders will also be posted on the home page of the Cluster website at
www.HuntersGreenCluster.org.

This first billing of year 2004 is being sent to all homeowners via USPS because some homeowners
may be on vacation or are having their mail held or forwarded by the USPS.  Billings for the
remaining (2nd, 3rd, and 4th) quarters will be hand-delivered to the mailboxes of resident
homeowners and sent by USPS only to non-resident homeowners or their billing addresses.  Please
note that homeowners who elect to pay their annual dues in lump-sum before February 29, 2004
will not receive billing statements for the remainder of the year.


