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ANNUAL MEETING AGENDA
The Annual Meeting of the Hunters Green Cluster Association will be held at the Reston
Community Center at 8 pm on Tuesday, December 3, 2002.  The two primary items on
the agenda will be the review and approval of the annual budget for 2003, and the
election to fill one position on the Board of Directors.

The term of Board member Katharine Hunter expires this year.  Katharine has
volunteered to run for reelection for another full three-year term.  If any other member
wishes to run, please contact Bob Deans (703-391-1579) so that your name can be
placed on the ballot.  Additionally, nominations can be made from the floor at the Annual
Meeting.  Resident members in good standing, one per address, will be eligible to vote. 
To be in good standing, members must have paid all dues and fees through the end of
the last quarter (September 30, 2002).  The draft agenda for the Annual Meeting is:

I. Call to order
II. Reading and Approval of Minutes
III. Board Officers Reports
IV. Review and Approval of the Budget
V. Election for the Board Position
VI. Members’ Comment Period
VII. Adjournment

Attached to this newsletter are the Board’s draft annual budget for the year 2003, and
an updated projection for the Capital Reserve Fund.  The Board is recommending that
dues and fees for 2003 remain at $195 per quarter.

During 2002, the Association was again faced with tree maintenance costs that were
substantially higher than in years past.  The Board also committed funds to various
grounds maintenance projects including completion of one major landscaping project,



restoration of turf grass to many of the bare areas that once had turf, and a pilot project
to lay pavers in three of the parking area islands that had lost their turf cover because of
heavy foot traffic from residents entering and exiting their cars and placing trash
containers there on collection days.  At the annual meeting, Board members will report
on all the maintenance projects, and the Treasurer will cover this year’s finances and
the draft budget in greater detail.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE BOARD TO HGC RESIDENTS
In 2002, the Board began using electronic communications as the primary means of
communication with homeowners and residents.  This makes it easier to send timely
news and information rather than wait to accumulate enough to warrant publishing and
distributing a newsletter.  When information is judged to be of significant importance, the
Board will still use a newsletter or first class mail to disseminate it.

Your general source of information is the Cluster’s website (see the next section).  Short
messages of interest, such as reminders of upcoming Board meetings, are sent by e-
mail.  If you received a message earlier this month regarding the Board meeting on
November 7, then the Board has your e-mail address on file.  If you did not receive the
meeting reminder, the Board recommends that you send your e-mail address to
Board@HuntersGreenCluster.org.  The Board maintains a strict privacy policy regarding
your e-mail addresses.  The Board does not disclose the address list to anyone else,
and e-mails are sent in such a manner as to conceal the identities and addresses to
which they are sent.

Obviously if you do not have access to the web or e-mail, then electronic
communications to you are not possible.  In this case, the Board will see to it that you
are informed by alternate means.  Please let the Board know by postal mail directed to
the address at the bottom of the first page, or call 703-758-2580. 

CLUSTER WEBSITE
The Board continues to maintain a website at www.HuntersGreenCluster.org for the
benefit of the homeowners and residents.  During the first ten months of the year, it has
registered over 1700 visits.  If you are in the habit of regularly visiting the website, then
you already know that it’s the place to go to find the latest news on what’s happening
around the Cluster.  The website carries a full library of the Association’s documents
including the HGCA Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws, Board policy documents,
minutes of meetings, past newsletters, and the Cluster color palette.  You will also find
links to other websites that have information of use to Cluster residents.

CLUSTER BULLETIN BOARD
In 2002, a new provision was added to Virginia’s Property Owners’ Association Act
requiring homeowners associations to establish a community bulletin board by which
members of the association could communicate with each other, by either electronic or
non-electronic means.  To meet this requirement, the Board has set up a web-based
bulletin board using the free facilities of Microsoft’s “MSN Groups.”  You can access the
bulletin board at: http://groups.msn.com/HuntersGreenCluster.  Although members can
begin or continue discussions about any topic of choice, one of our residents, Kate
Nielsen, suggested that one possible use would be to make or request 
recommendations about contractors that residents felt had done good work for them. 



To facilitate that, the Board has initialized several discussion topics such as painters,
plumbers, roofers, and HVAC maintenance companies.  When you first join the group,
you will be asked to establish an “MSN Passport” identity if you don’t already have one. 
Please also use your real name when you request to join the group, because the Board
will be asked to accept or reject applications for membership in order to ensure that only
homeowners and residents are admitted. 

KUDOS
Throughout the year, many members and residents make substantial contributions
benefitting the Cluster, and assisting the Board in managing the affairs of the
Association.  Typical of this was Ted Simpson’s taking the initiative to make repairs to
the benches and trash container at the main playground on Indian Ridge Road.  All
throughout the year, Arthur Hill assisted the Board in obtaining estimates and
coordinating the work performed by the tree maintenance contractor.  And the Board
also wishes to thank Jerome Pederson for again reviewing the Association’s books and
financial reports for the year 2001.  Members can view or download the Year 2001
Financial Report at the Cluster website or can request a paper copy from Bill Holmes,
the Association’s treasurer.

VEHICLE PARKING
The Board wishes to thank all residents for their continued cooperation and related
efforts in observing the reserved parking rules since they were instituted in October
2001.  Things appear to be working even better than could have been expected.  The
Board assumes that any minor difficulties are being worked out neighbor-to-neighbor,
and that’s the way it was intended.  Prior to implementation, the Board customarily
received many and frequent complaints about the parking situation, but ever since,
there have been only two.  The circumstances involving one of those two incidents does
warrant mentioning because it illustrates a point:

Earlier this year, the Board received complaints from three separate households in
Hunters Green Court regarding a vehicle whose ownership they could not identify and
which appeared to have been abandoned because it remained in one parking spot for
an extended period of time.  At their request, the Board posted the car with the
customary six–day notice for towing.  Subsequent to the posting, the car was identified
by other residents as belonging to their daughter who had left it in their custody.

At the time reserved parking was implemented, the Board requested that residents
voluntarily register with the Board by telephone, e-mail, or website form, both their own
vehicles and those of their overnight visitors, in order to assist the Board in identifying
ownership.  Had that been done in this case, a simple misunderstanding could have
been avoided.  The object lesson here is that while registration is voluntary, it certainly
helps the Board in administration of the rules.  The alternative is to make certain your
neighbors are aware of which vehicles belong to you.

One other recommendation to everyone: during the fall and winter seasons, you should
make certain that fallen leaves or snow are swept away so they don’t obscure your
reserved space marking on the curb.  Your neighbors probably know where your space
is, but visitors make fail to notice it if the marking is not clearly visible.



HERE WE GO AGAIN!
We’ve been here before – more times than we care to remember.  The Board is still
receiving complaints about dog owners who are not cleaning up after their pets or are
letting them outside their houses without being on leash.  Offenders are not only
violating HGCA bylaws, but Fairfax County law as well.  Although any violation is
objectionable, one case is particularly so.  There is an obviously medium-to-large dog
(from the evidence) that leaves deposits on pretty much a daily basis at the main
playground on Indian Ridge Road.  As the County’s website notes, “Whipworm,
roundworm, and ringworm, as well as one of the most deadly viruses, Parvo, are all
transmitted through feces.  The cures for these diseases are not pleasant.”  Do we
really want our children to have to dodge these hazards, or risk bringing them home on
their hands, shoes or clothing?

VEHICLE TAGS UP TO DATE?
As of November 15, the County police began enforcing vehicle owners’ compliance with
display of the 2003 Fairfax County decal.  Remember that, in addition to being required
by the County, HGCA’s bylaws require that residents have current Virginia state license
plates, state inspection stickers, and Fairfax County decals on all their vehicles that use
the Cluster roads and parking areas.

TALKIN’ TRASH AGAIN
The Board has received complaints that some residents are leaving trash bags, barrels,
and recyclables containers out longer than necessary.  Please do not set your trash or
recyclables out for collection earlier than the evening before collection day.  Also please
take in your barrels and containers by evening of collection day.

Our trash collection contractor reports that some residents are putting things out for
recycling that are not recyclable.  The most common items are cardboard and plastics
other than “#1" and “#2"-class plastic bottles.  If you have questions regarding what is
and is not recyclable, please consult the Trash and Recycling Guide that was distributed
to all residents in 2001, or refer to the copy at the HGCA website: 
http://www.huntersgreencluster.org/PDFs/Trash-and-Recycling-Guide.PDF

There will be no trash collection on Thanksgiving Day; however, the normal pickup for
recyclables will take place on the following day.  Christmas Day and New Years Day fall
on Wednesdays this year and will not affect the pickup schedule.  Looking ahead to
January, there will be two special collection days for picking up and recycling Christmas
trees:  Wednesdays, January 8 and 15.  Please remove all decorations and tinsel from
your tree before placing it at the curb.  Trees can also be put out on any regular trash
pickup day after January 15.  Please do not throw trees into any area of the common
ground.

By way of a reminder, during the winter months, the trash collection contractor reserves
the right to cancel service on any scheduled pickup day when, in their judgment, it
would be too dangerous to drive their heavy trucks on the local area roads.  If it has
snowed overnight with significant accumulation or is still snowing on collection day, it is
unlikely that a collection will be made.  In this case, just hold your trash till the next
scheduled collection day.


