
 
 

Chronicling America Fact Sheet 
 
As of June 16, 2009, the Chronicling America website (http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/ ) will host 
more than 1 million pages of historic American newspapers. Chronicling America is hosted by the 
Library of Congress, providing digital access to selected newspapers published between 1880 and 1922.  
The site is produced by the National Digital Newspaper Program (NDNP), a program jointly sponsored 
by the Library of Congress and the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH). 
 
Newspapers represent a primary record of events that chronicle the development of communities. They 
provide a venue for sharing the facts and opinions of moments in time, significant people, and local 
perspectives—a unique resource for recording and understanding the effects of both singular and united 
voices on ideas, events, and democratic identity, as well as defining the historic record. 
 
The site allows you to search and view newspaper pages from 1880-1922 and find information about 
American newspapers published between 1690 and the present. Site users can search newspapers pages 
by keyword, date, and location; browse through various digitized titles by issue date and logical page 
order; and search and/or browse a comprehensive listing of newspapers published in the U.S. between 
1690 and the present and discover what libraries hold them.  
 
Highlights include: 
 
Over 1.1 million searchable historic newspaper pages, published between 1880 and 1922 
- including 130 unique newspaper titles,  
- published in 11 states and the District of Columbia, 
- representing the news from more than 75 different cities and towns, 
- and including more than 60 essays describing the history and significance of the newspapers 

digitized. 
 
A directory of approximately 140,000 descriptive records for newspapers published in the United States, 
1690 to the present, including:  
- Titles published in more than 50 states, the District of Columbia, and four U.S. territories 
- 900,000 holding listings from libraries around the U.S. 
- Search limits for place of publication, language, frequency and other special audiences. 

 
Historic events covered in the searchable newspapers include:  
- Galveston Flood of 1900, 
- San Francisco Earthquake of 1906, 
- Spanish-American War, 
- Women’s suffrage, 
- Advertisements to make your hair grow, your children stronger, and the next household innovation, 
- American pastimes such as baseball, state fairs, parades and community celebrations, 
- Fashion, theatre, and early cinema, 
- Developing industries, revolutions in transportation and scientific discoveries, 
- And millions of details on the people, places, and daily lives of Americans in the late 19th and early 

20th centuries. 
 
All content is freely accessible, with no known restrictions on reuse. 
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