
Chronicling America: Frequently Asked Questions 
 
 

What is “Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers”?  

Chronicling America is a free, national, searchable Web site maintained by the Library of Congress that 
provides digital access to more than a million pages of historic American newspaper pages published between 
1880 and 1922.  Launched by the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) and the Library of Congress 
in March 2007, Chronicling America is a part of the National Digital Newspaper Program (NDNP), a 
partnership between the NEH and the Library of Congress to provide enhanced access to historically significant 
United States newspapers.  For this program, NDNP state partners are awarded funds by the NEH to digitize 
and deliver historic newspaper content to the Library of Congress for inclusion in Chronicling America.  
Recently, participants were added in seven new states:  Illinois, Kansas, Louisiana, Montana, Oklahoma, 
Oregon, and South Carolina.  They joined the existing 15 state participants in Arizona, California, Florida, 
Hawaii, Kentucky, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Texas, Utah, Virginia, and 
Washington.  Currently, Chronicling America contains historic newspaper content from eleven states and the 
District of Columbia; pages from historic DC newspapers are from the Library of Congress’ own collection of 
District of Columbia newspapers.  This online resource will eventually contain 20 million pages of historic 
American newspapers from 1836 to 1922, and in addition to the digitized pages, Chronicling America offers 
educational essays on every title represented and a directory of all newspapers published in the United States 
from 1690 to the present.     

Why are searchable pages available only from certain states? 

NEH hosts an NDNP annual award competition, gradually increasing the content time period and the 
geographic representation through additional award cycles. Listed below are the states and territories currently 
participating in the program and the date range for content they will provide over the next several years.  
Eventually, the NEH anticipates funding awards in every state and territory. (Italicized states received NDNP 
awards in 2009 – content will be added to Chronicling America in mid- 2010.) 

NDNP State Awards Award Coverage Content Available 
Arizona 1880-1922  
California 1860-1922 1890-1910 
Florida 1900-1910 1900-1910 
Hawaii 1880-1922 1887-1904 
Illinois 1860-1922  
Kansas 1860-1922  
Kentucky 1860-1922 1880-1910 
Louisiana 1860-1922  
Minnesota 1860-1922 1880-1910 
Missouri 1880-1922 1880-1922 
Montana 1860-1922  
Nebraska 1860-1922 1880-1910 
New York 1860-1922 1880-1910 
Ohio 1880-1922  
Oklahoma 1860-1922  
Oregon 1860-1922  
Pennsylvania 1880-1922  
South Carolina 1860-1922  
Texas 1860-1922 1880-1910 
Utah 1860-1922 1880-1910 
Virginia  1860-1922 1880-1910 
Washington 1880-1922  

- In addition, the Library of Congress contributes digitized content from Washington, DC (1880-1910) and the 
New-York Tribune. 
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Why are the searchable pages limited to newspapers published between 1836 and 1922?  
 
The chronological scope for Chronicling America covers an important period in the development of newspapers 
as the medium for disseminating news and information that we know today. During this time, newspapers 
provided the initial record of both national and local events and reflected the voice of the people, presenting the 
“first draft of history” through strong editorial perspectives. In addition, papers published during this time 
period reside in the public domain and are similar in structure and technical characteristics to modern 
newspapers, minimizing challenges for large-scale digitization. Newspapers published prior to 1836 have been 
excluded from selection for both these technical reasons and to avoid duplicating significant digital resources 
available through other programs.  
 
When will more pages be available? 

Chronicling America is updated on a quarterly basis with additional content received from awardees and will 
gradually accumulate millions of pages representing all states and territories. Newspaper pages are digitized by 
NEH awardees over the course of 2-year award periods and added over time to Chronicling America by the 
Library of Congress.  

How are newspapers digitized for Chronicling America selected?  
 
The digitized newspapers are selected by state institutions representing that state in the National Digital 
Newspaper Program. Each NDNP state participant receives an award to select and digitize approximately 
100,000 newspaper pages representing that state's regional history, geographic coverage, and events of the 
particular time period being covered. Additional information on the Selection Criteria can also be found at 
http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/. 
 
Who established the digitization standards?  
 
The metadata, digitization, and file transfer standards were established by the Library of Congress, relying on 
best practices in the digital library community and open, well-understood formats, consistent with long-term 
program goals and current federal digitization guidelines. 
 
Who uses the site?  
 
This site is intended for use by a wide, general audience and will be of interest to anyone studying the history of 
America and the world during the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Users include genealogists, students, 
historians, and life-long scholars of all kinds.  

What is the Newspaper Directory? 

The Newspaper Directory provides a reference resource for discovering what newspapers were published in the 
U.S. from 1690 to the present and which libraries hold them. If digital versions of those papers are known, links 
are provided. If, as for the majority of newspapers published in the U.S., they are not available digitally, then 
information is provided for libraries that can provide access to paper or microfilm copies, either on-site or 
through Interlibrary Loan.  

The information in the Directory is derived from the library catalog records created by state institutions during 
the NEH-sponsored United States Newspaper Program (http://www.neh.gov/projects/usnp.html). This program 
funded state-level projects to locate, describe (catalog), and selectively preserve (via treatment and microfilm) 
historic newspaper collections in that state, published from 1690 to the present. Under this program, each 
institution created machine-readable cataloging (MARC) via the Cooperative ONline SERials Program 
(CONSER) for its state collections, contributing bibliographic descriptions and library holdings information to 
the Newspaper Union List, hosted by the Online Computer Library Center (OCLC). This data, approximately 
140,000 bibliographic title entries and 900,000 separate library holdings records, was acquired and converted to 
MARCXML format for use in the Chronicling America Newspaper Directory. 

http://www.neh.gov/projects/usnp.html
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Tell me more about the “open access” you are providing in Chronicling America? What can I do with it?  

Chronicling America includes not only functionality targeted at human users, but also programmatic interfaces 
for accessing the newspaper content, designed for use by software agents. Users can take advantage of 
bookmarkable URIs on all pages, OpenSearch, and Atom APIs for search queries, and linked-data views 
available as Resource Description Framework/Extended Markup Language. (RDF/XML).   

Bookmarking services can pick up the URLs directly from the address bar. Browsers that are aware of 
syndication feeds will notice information in the Web pages by providing a link to search results that can be 
subscribed to. Browsers that support OpenSearch will also show new functionality in the search bar. 
Additionally, repository tools that support the Open Archives Initiative Object Reuse and Exchange (OAI-ORE) 
can take advantage of the linked-data RDF/XML views. But most of all, members of the community who are 
able to parse the HTML code for the site will be able to provide new kinds of access back to the newspaper 
content available in Chronicling America.  

Can I use information I find in Chronicling America in my own site or publication?  
 
The Library of Congress provides access to bibliographic information and newspaper pages digitized under the 
National Digital Newspaper Program for noncommercial, educational, and research purposes. While the Library 
is not aware of any copyrights or other rights associated with this material, the written permission of any 
copyright owners and/or other rights holders (such as publicity and/or privacy rights) is required for 
reproduction, distribution, or other use of any protected items beyond that allowed by fair use or other statutory 
exemptions. Responsibility for making an independent legal assessment of an item and securing any necessary 
permission ultimately rests with the persons desiring to use the item.  More information can be found at 
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/about/#rights_and_reproductions.  
 
How has Chronicling America content been made available in Flickr?  
 
Selected illustrated newspaper pages have been shared with the Flickr community, through the Library of 
Congress Photostream in the Flickr Commons  - http://www.flickr.com/photos/library_of_congress/collections/. 
The images, cover pages from the New-York Tribune’s Sunday Illustrated Supplement, were identified and 
uploaded to Flickr using the “linked data” features of Chronicling America’s open access content. 
 
How can I get more information about the newspapers and the program?  
 
Chronicling America provides a weekly notification service, via RSS or Email subscription, that highlights 
interesting content in the site, when new newspapers are added and program updates. Users can use the icons at 
the lower-left side of the Chronicling America Web page to subscribe to the RSS (Real Simple Syndication) 
feed or sign up to receive the same information directly to their email in-box.  

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/about/#rights_and_reproductions
http://www.flickr.com/photos/library_of_congress/collections/

