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Hello ALL! 

There is a lot of excitement for us as we enter the 2018 season. Last year we defended our title 

and became the back-to-back champions of the Greater Metro Conference. In addition to 

winning multiple invites our team also finished 4th at the WFCA State Tournament. This is a big 

deal, as only five schools can say they’ve finished in the top-4 over the last decade. Hamilton is 

also one of only four schools who’ve had a state champion in each of the last three years.  

It's hard to believe that just five years ago we only had eight kids on the team, and we finished in 

the bottom third at state. So many great kids worked really hard to help us progress out of the 

“building years.” Now we have the opportunity to do something a Hamilton Forensics team has 

never done…win the state title. Those who graduated before this season knew that so much of 

their efforts where to set this team up for success long after they were gone. Despite that, they 

did their best to ensure you would have the great opportunities that stand before you today.  I 

hope we can honor them and all of their hard work by finishing the job they started five years 

ago.  

Let’s recruit hard. Let’s work hard. Let’s win a state championship! 

Your fearless leader, 

 

                                                                                                                                 

               

Mr. Holloway 
Head Forensics Coach 
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Tournament Schedule 
  

 12/16—Mock Tournament @Hamilton 
 01/13—Port Washington Invite 
 01/27—Marquette HS Invite 
 02/03—Slinger Invite 
 02/17—GMC @ DSHA 
 02/24—UW-Whitewater Invite 
 03/03—James Madison Memorial Invite 
 03/17—Arrowhead Invite  
 03/24—Hamilton Hullabaloo 
 04/07—State @ UW-Whitewater 

 
Leadership 
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Membership 
To become a member of the Hamilton High School Forensics team you 

must complete the following: 

Hamilton Obligations (Office C) 

 Complete an emergency card [Sheet #2] (one per activity) 

 Complete a Co-Curricular Contract [Sheet #3] (one per year) 

 Pay the $65 dues 

 View the “participant” video on the athletic website 

Team Obligations (Mr. Holloway)  

 Complete the Commitment Sheet at the end of this handbook.  
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 WFCA 
The Hamilton High School Forensics Team is a member of the 

Wisconsin Forensics Coaches’ Association or the WFCA. Twice a year 

the WFCA meets to adjust the rules of the league’s 17 different 

speaking categories and to clarify the expectations for tournaments 

held by WFCA member schools. At the end of the forensics season, the 

WFCA holds a state tournament. All teams in good standing qualify for 

the WFCA State Tournament. This year’s state tournament will be held 

at UW-Whitewater on April 7th, 2018. Also, the WFCA offers six $1,000 

scholarships to graduating seniors every year. 

 

How do tournaments work? 

Essentially, students perform their speech in three rounds (three times) 

for three different judges against students in their own category. Each 

judge ranks the student against the other students he/she sees in their 

round.  The best student receives a “1,” the next best receives a “2,” 

and so on. The worst score a student can get, no matter how many 

students are in a round, is a “5.” After the third round, students who 

ranked favorably against their opponents will move on to a playoff 

round called a “Power Round.” Power rounds have three judges. The 

judges’ rankings in this round determine who takes 1st through 6th in 

that specific category.  
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School Expectations 
 All members of a Hamilton High School team or group shall ride 

to and from all activities on the activity bus or approved 
transportation. In cases of emergency situations, parents may 
request a Travel Release Form from the coach or athletic 
department, to travel from an event. The final decision on 
alternate travel arrangements is at the discretion of the 
coach/advisor. 

 Students are expected to pass all courses. In the event student 
receives an “F” at the end of the 6, 12, 18, 24, 30, 36 week 
marking periods, students must demonstrate a current grade 
point average of 1.5. Students are responsible for contacting 
Athletic Director with current grade report to become eligible. 
Incompletes are not considered to be passing grades.  

 Follow all of the other rules and expectations outlined in the 
student handbook and the co-curricular handbook. Both of these 
handbooks are available on the Hamilton website. 
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Team Expectations 

 Look carefully at conflicts before you hand in the commitment sheet—theatre, 
music, work, and family obligations, etc.  You must be responsible for managing 
your calendar.   

 If you can no longer attend a tournament you committed to, you must let me 
know by e-mail (hollba@hamilton.k12.wi.us) before the deadline to drop. 

 Your participation costs money and time.  Buses cost money, judges are hired 
depending on how many entries are registered, and it costs money to register 
each entry.  No-shows or changes after the deadline to drop (no matter the 
reason) will be penalized in the following manner: 

o 1st Time—Warning 

o 2nd Time—One Invite Suspension 

o 3rd  Time—Rest of Season Suspension 
 On the Friday before a tournament, there will always be a brief check-in in room 

57. This is to ensure that you are coming to the meet. If you do not check in, I will 
have to call your house.  

 Bus times will be (1) posted on Twitter @Hamilton4N6 and (2) in an e-mail sent 
to the account you gave me at the beginning of the season.   

 Do not be late for the bus.  If the bus leaves without you, you will be penalized as 
a no-show; see above for consequences. 

 Proper attire is required.  The rule is, generally, dress as you might to attend a 
fancy concert or play, or to attend a job interview.  This means no tennis shoes, 
no jeans, no t-shirts.  No exceptions.   

 If you choose to wear something more comfortable on the bus and change once 
we arrive at the school, that’s fine.  However, you will remain in performance 
attire the entire time we are at the school, including during the awards 
ceremony. 

 During the entire event day, you will conduct yourself in a manner befitting 
Hamilton High School, whom you represent.  Running, screaming, canoodling 
(look it up), or any serious immaturity will not be tolerated.  This includes the 
awards ceremony. 

 Students must have a speech in a solo category completed before they are 
allowed to be entered into a group category. 

 Coaches will not work with students who are missing their paperwork or fees. 
This does not include students on a payment plan with Office C. 

mailto:hollba@hamilton.k12.wi.us
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Three Year Plan 
2017 | 2018 | 2019 

 

 

2017 | YEAR ONE 

 

o 

 

o 

 

o 

 

o 

 

o 

 

o 

 2018 | YEAR TWO 

2019 | YEAR THREE 
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Awards 

 
Students earn points for their team based on 

their rankings in the initial three rounds (see 

table). These points help determine a team’s 

final standing at a tournament. Students have 

the opportunity to earn, as low as 3 and as high 

as 15, points for their team.  Aside from helping 

students win trophies and medals at 

tournaments, these points also count towards 

awards presented by the team and the school. 

Hamilton High School Award 
Numerals Earn 50 points over your forensics career. 

Junior Varsity “H” Earn 100 points over your forensics career. 
Varsity “H” Earn 150 points over your forensics career. 

Chevron Awarded at 200, 250, and 300 points.  

Most Improved Plaque  Award to the student who most improved their 
average tournament score from the previous year 
(min. 4 tournaments).  

Most Valuable Plaque Awarded to the student who scored the most 
points in the season. 

 

Hamilton Forensics Team Award 

Person of the Year Awarded by Mr. Holloway to honor a student who 
best exemplifies leadership and teamwork.  

Rookie of the Year Awarded to a first-season forensics student who 
scored the most points. 

Perfect Attendance Awarded to a student who attends all 8 meets. 
Dream Team Award Awarded to the team with highest points per round. 

Round 

Rank 

Points 

Earned* 

1 5 
2 4 
3 3 
4 2 
5 1 

*A student’s points are doubled at 
conference and tripled at state for 

school/team awards. 
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 Judges 
We need them…Can you help? 

 

Who: 

While it would be helpful to have some experience or education in communication or teaching, 
it is not necessary in order to be a judge. Many judges come from unrelated fields or 
experiences. We only ask that judges be at least 18 years-old and complete an online training 
session.  
 

What:  

As a judge you will watch 3 or 4 rounds of speeches (roughly 20-25 speeches). During the first 
three rounds of a tournament, you will be alone in a room with roughly five student presenters. 
You will be responsible for timing their speeches, writing feedback on an official ballot, and 
ranking round from 1 to 5 (1= best, 5=worst). While it depends on the meet, your shift 
shouldn’t be more than 7 hours (including a 1-hour break for lunch). You will be compensated 
with a free lunch and $75 for each meet you attend.   

 
Where:  

Almost all of our tournaments are held no more than a county away from Waukesha (except for 
State, held at UW-Whitewater, and our trip to James Madison Memorial). You may choose to 
drive to the tournament on your own, or you may meet us at Hamilton and take the bus with 
the team.  
 

When: 

While it is great to have judges who can judge the whole season, we would be happy to have 
judges who can only commit to one or two meets. Also, there are two opportunities to learn 
how to judge: the online training session, which can be completed at any time, or by attending 
Hamilton’s judge training class (date TBD, December). Attendance at the training class is not a 
requirement for judging.  

 
Why: 

For every five students we bring to a tournament, we must bring one judge. We will need 
roughly eight judges for every tournament.  That’s roughly 64 judging spots that need to be 
filled throughout the season! 
 

How: 

Please indicate your interest to be a judge on the commitment sheet at the end of this 
handbook. It is understood that you are only showing interest at this time, and you not making 

any firm commitments. 
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Commitment Sheet 

Indicate below which events you will or will not be attending this season.  It is expected that you will 
attend most, if not all, events.  If you cannot attend an event, you must provide a valid reason.  

This sheet must be returned to Mr.Holloway by Monday, November 20th. 
 
Saturday, 12/16   Mock Tournament @ Hamilton  _____  Yes   _____  No    
  

Reason if no:  ______________________________________ 
 
Saturday, 01/13   Port Washington Invite  _____  Yes   _____  No    
  

Reason if no:  ______________________________________ 
 
Saturday, 01/27   Marquette HS Invite  _____  Yes   _____  No    
   

Reason if no:  ______________________________________ 
 
Saturday, 02/03   Slinger Invite   _____  Yes   _____  No    
   

Reason if no:  ______________________________________ 
 
Saturday, 02/17   GMC @ DSHA   _____  Yes   _____  No    
  

Reason if no:  ______________________________________ 
 
Saturday, 02/24   UW-Whitewater Invite  _____  Yes   _____  No    
  

Reason if no:  ______________________________________ 
 
Saturday, 03/03   James Madison Memorial Invite _____  Yes   _____  No    
 

Reason if no:  ______________________________________ 
 
Saturday, 03/17   Arrowhead Invite   _____  Yes   _____  No    
  

Reason if no:  ______________________________________ 
 
Saturday, 03/24  Hamilton Hullabaloo    _____  Yes   _____  No    
  

Reason if no:  ______________________________________ 
 
Saturday, 04/07   State @ UW-Whitewater    _____  Yes   _____  No    
  

Reason if no:  ______________________________________ 
 

Student Name: 
 

Student Signature:  

Parent Name: 
 

Parent Signature: 

 Please check this box and fill out the information below If you are interested in being a 
judge 

E-mail: Phone Number: 
 


