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Hot Seat: Student vs. Sta!  Pre-Game Smack Talk (The Winning Perspective)

El Capitan has had 
some major changes 
since January 7 of this 
year. Replacing Mrs. 
Sheehan and Mr. Fowler 
are two new VPs that 
enhance our school: Mr. 
Joe B. Cota and Mr. 
Dave Watkins.

Mr. Joe B.Cota, who 
is the son of Mr. Cota, 
the woodshop teacher is 
returning to El Capitan, 
having graduated with 
the class of 1989. “I 
love El Cap, what can 
I say?,” Cota asks wholeheartedly. Before 
transferring to other schools and becoming 
one of our VPs, Cota taught 9th and 11th 
grade English at El Cap for 10 years. “The 
transition from the other schools to coming 
here was a lot easier for me. It felt like 

coming home.” He also coached football for 
eleven years here and assisted in coaching 
boys golf for two years. “It’s a pleasure to be 
back at El Cap and working with everyone,” 
says Cota.

Mr. Dave Watkins, unlike Mr. Cota  
has never been to El Cap (except for his 

We’re Gonna Make This 
Place Your Home

senior prom). So 
far, Watkins is 
enjoying his time 
here. “We have a 
good team of staff 
and everyone is 
very welcoming, 
including the 
students,” says a 
surprised Watkins. 
P r e v i o u s l y 
working at Granite 
Hills for eight 
and a half years 
(and, before that, 
Helix for seven 

years), Watkins happily enjoys a nice big 
RI¿�FH�VLQFH�³WKH�RI¿�FH�DW�*UDQLWH�ZDV�UDWKHU�
small.” 

Both VPs agree that El Cap is an amazing 
school. Watkins says “[he] has seen a lot 
of talented students here and [he’s] very 

impressed.” Cota agrees and admits “[he] 
loves black and gold. El Cap is a really good 
school.”

Watkins and Cota don’t hesitate to 
partake in El Capitan’s extra curricular 
activities. Cota laughs remembering how fun 
it was playing in the student-staff basketball 
game, he had a great time “playing and 
KDYLQJ� IXQ�´� :DWNLQV� KDV� FRQ¿�UPHG� WKH�
most interesting rumor on campus. “Yes, I 
was a bachelor,” says Watkins sheepishly.  
³,� UDQ� IRU� GRUP� À�RRU� RI¿�FH� P\� IUHVKPDQ�
year at UCLA. My slogan was if you elect 
me, I will go on The Dating Game.” His 
FROOHJH� IULHQGV� HDJHU� WR� VHH�:DWNLQV� IXO¿�OO�
KLV�RDWK�ZHUH�VDWLV¿�HG�DV�:DWNLQV��EDFKHORU�
number two, won the girl on the show The 

Dating Game. 
Our new VPs are very involved with 

our school and marvel at the talent we have 
here. “It’s a pleasure to be here,” Mr. Cota 
says. “I want to thank the students and staff 
for being extremely welcoming.” Without 
a doubt, El Cap is lucky to have these two 
Vice Principals as additions to our school!

Brittany Carillo
Sta!  Writer

It’s spring, and you know 
what that means: time to go 
VKRSSLQJ� IRU� VXQVFUHHQ�� Á�LS�
Á�RSV��DQG�SUHSDUH�WR�HQMR\�RXU�
beautiful west coast weather. 
But there is still one problem, 
you have no idea what you 
want to do. Well luckily for 
you, we live in one of the most 
diverse states, where there are 
fun activities everywhere you 
go, so there is no reason to be 
bored this spring break! 

In our great state of 
California there is a surplus of 
sights to see and places to be, 
and since we’re in California, 
we might as well go to one of 
the most famous attractions 

around, Hollywood! It’s probably one of 
WKH� PRVW� LFRQLF� SODFHV� LQ� WKH� VWDWH�� À�OOHG�
with historic sights and cinematic legacies, 
EXW� +ROO\ZRRG� GRHVQ·W� MXVW� FRQVLVW� RI� D�
gigantic sign on a mountain. Hollywood 
is actually home to many great attractions, 
such as a variety of shopping districts, 
malls, and restaurants. But if you’re not 
one for sightseeing, not far away from 
Hollywood is the happiest place on Earth, 
and you are almost guaranteed a good time 
at Disneyland! I probably don’t need to tell 
you much about Disneyland, considering its 
notoriety, but if you really want an amazing 
time, head up to Anaheim. And if we are 
talking about amazing amusement parks, I 
have to mention Knotts Berry Farm, which, 
much like Disneyland, is an outstanding 
theme park with rides, food, and other 

attractions. 
%XW� LI� \RX� DUH� VRPHRQH� ZKR� HQMR\V�

nature and it’s beauties, Yosemite is possibly 
one of the best places you could go. One of 
the most beautiful attractions in California, 
Yosemite is a national park and is home to 
attractions like enormous waterfalls, colossal 
valleys, grand meadows, and ancient giant 
sequoias, which are enormous trees that 
have an average high of 5000 ft. Another 
great attraction to go to is California’s noted 
Death Valley. Contrary to its name, Death 
Valley is actually a beautiful place, if you 
can get past the blistering heat. Death Valley 
is also a paradox, considering it’s one of the 
hottest areas in California, yet also contains 
VQRZ�FRYHUHG�PRXQWDLQV��$VLGH� IURP� WKDW��
Death Valley is home to beautiful oases, a 
beautiful mountain range, and, despite its Spr
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Act
ion name, diverse wildlife. 

In the end, it’s really up to you to 
decide what you want to do over Spring 
Break. If traveling across the state isn’t 
in the picture for you, then there are 
plenty of great activities to do in and 
around California as well! Spring Break 
is a great time to take a break from 
school work, the mundane tasks of the 
ZHHNGD\V� DQG� MXVW� XQZLQG�1R� PDWWHU�
what activities you choose, remember to 
do so responsibly, and be safe this Spring 
Break!

Greg Martirosian
Sta!  Writer

“Like Ivan Drago in Rocky 4--we will 
break you.” 
Mr. Tweet

“I’m gonna let my b-ball do the talking.” 
Mr. Palmer

“Seniors better bring their lunch boxes 
because we’re gonna pack it for them.”

Mr. Van

“Bring your cameras, because you’re gonna 
want proof when you tell people how 

awesome the teachers are.”
Mr. Stirling



Hot Seat (cont.) 

As many 
s t u d e n t s 
know, we are 
lucky to have 
an amazing English/Theater teacher here at 
El Capitan. Every fourth, sixth, and seventh 
period, Mrs. Gampel-Qualin helps students 
hone their skills and aspire to become future 
actors and actresses. But from January 18 to 
February 16, Gampel decided to step out of 
her director’s chair and show her students 
how it’s done as she performed at OnStage 

Playhouse in Chula Vista in the production 
of Charley’s Aunt by Brandon Thomas.

The British farce centers around two 
college friends, Jack and Charley who 
are trying to impress their girlfriends and 
propose to them. However, the play is set in 
the 1890’s, meaning they need a chaperone 
while they are with the girls. Charley’s 
Aunt was supposed to be there, but when 
she doesn’t arrive on schedule, they have 
no choice but to disguise their old buddy, 
Lord Fancourt Babberly, as the old wealthy 

Everyone Smiles in 
the Same Language

“ [I’m] super excited... More people from 
the community are coming. We can’t take 
everyone to every country, and this is the 
best way to bring every country here, to 
Lakeside.”

Taking a moment away from her diligent 
post as club advisor, Abigail Anders (El 
Capitan’s Social Science Department) put 
her own word in. “This is the best way 
for international exposure for dozens of 
countries to the people of Lakeside.” The 
fair will take place at Riverview Elementary 
School (9308 Winter Gardens Blvd), on 
Saturday, March 16th. It will run from 11am 
to 5pm.

Ohhi Tehan
Sta! Writer

Food. Fun. Culture. That’s what you’ll 
be experiencing if you head down to the 
Riverview International Fair tomorrow. 
The fair will have local vendors displaying 
a wide variety of multi-cultural foods and 
games, each intended to teach something 
important regarding a foreign country and 
its culture.

Students from Riverview Elementary and 
Lakeside Middle School will be performing 
at the fair, and members of El Capitan’s 
International Club will be volunteering 
as supervisors at their own booths. “Our 
motto is ‘Excellence through Community,” 
says club member Kacie Hostetler. “It only 
makes sense [to go out into the community 
this way]... It’s fun to see all the little kids 
so excited about all the different cultures.” 
Andrea Cooke (El Capitan’s Spanish 
Department and International Club) says, 

As our sunny San Diego 
days return after the brief pause 
during winter, we are able to 
enjoy more 
s u n n y - d a y 
treats. One of 
my absolute 
favorites are 
s m o o t h i e s . 
They’re the 
perfect drink 
because of 
the cool, 
sweet taste 
that is created 
by blending 
berries and 
ice. So if you 
want to enjoy a cold icy drink 
without having the calories that 
ice cream entails, then make 
yourself a strawberry smoothie!,I

VQM
TTM
¼[�
,M
TQK
IK
QM[

Danielle Monteverde
Staff Writer

Recipe:
Ingredients:
- 8 strawberries (hulled)

- ½ cup of milk
- ½ cup of plain yogurt
- 3 tablespoons of white 
sugar
- 2 teaspoons of vanilla 
extract
- 6 cubes of ice
Directions:

In a blender combine 
strawberries, milk, yogurt, 
sugar and vanilla. Toss in the 
ice. Blend until smooth and 
creamy. Pour into glasses 
and serve.

When you’re out on a hot 
day, nothing will feel better than drinking 
this delicious smoothie, so enjoy! 

widow. But when 
Charley’s real aunt 
shows up, you 
can imagine what 
kind of comedic 
disorder happens. 
“The plot was 
very entertaining 
and clever.” Says 
Jacob Hobbs 
(‘15). Gampel 
played the role of 
Amy Spetigue, 
the girlfriend of the main character Charley, 
and a strong supporting role. After viewing 
the play, Jacob Hobbs commented, “Mrs. 
Gampel portrayed her character really 
well.”  Gampel said of her experience, “I 
worked with an amazing and experienced 
cast,” adding, “It was a lot of fun to perform 
with them.” 

The transition 
from directing her 
own productions 
here at El Capitan 
to receiving them 
from another 
director was 
different. But 
n e v e r t h e l e s s , 
everyone agreed 
G a m p e l ’ s 
perfomance was 
ÀDZOHVV�� ³,W� ZDV�

pretty interesting seeing her perform on stage 
practicing what she preaches,” says senior 
Sydney Wilson. “She did amazing in the 
play.” Senior Brandon Knabe says “It was 
exhilarating and funny. It was exciting to see 
Mrs. Gampel on stage.” Everyone agreed 
that Mrs. Gampel did a fantastic job on stage. 
“It was a very enjoyable experience. I was 

n e r v o u s 
DW� ¿UVW� WR�
perform in 
front of my 

students and colleagues,” Gampel explains, 
“but I became comfortable quickly, and it 
meant a great deal to me for them to attend 
the show.” El Capitan director’s assistant 
Harold Wise comments, “Mrs. Gampel 
VHHPHG� WR� MXVW� ¿W�� EHFDXVH� VKH� ZDV� YHU\�
believable as her character. I didn’t see her 
as a teacher at all. It was a very comical and 
fantastic production.”

To teach our talented actors and 
actresses how to strive in the world of 
theatre then go out and do it herself is a huge 
accomplishment and El Capitan is proud to 
have the theater department be led by a very 
inspirational teacher. 

Practicing What She Teaches

Brittany Carillo
Staff Writer

“Martinez, I’m the athlete, not you! I also 
wear #23 better!”
Jessica Diprima 

“Mrs. Villegas, I hope you don’t break a 
hip.”

Meg Lima

Hermsmeir, this is my one chance to get 
you, and I won’t pass it up! Prepare to be 

balled.’
Eileen McNamara

“I’m hoping I make it through the game.”
Jenna Porter



The Horizon�VWULYHV�WR�SXEOLVK�ZRUN�WKDW�DFFXUDWHO\�UHÁHFWV�RSLQLRQV�DQG�SRLQWV�RI�LQWHUHVW�
relevant to El Capitan High School students.  Our staff endeavors to print articles with an eye 
toward fairness and impartiality and attempts to investigate a variety of perspectives.  The Horizon 
operates as an open, public forum with content decisions being determined entirely by student staff 
members.

We encourage student participation through the submission of letters to the editor.  Printing 
of student work is under the discretion of the editorial board.  Submissions may be edited in 
accordance with rules of grammar and mechanics, or in the case of a space constraint.  Letters 
to the Editor should be submitted directly to room 837.  Students may choose to have their work 
SULQWHG�DQRQ\PRXVO\��EXW�DOO�OHWWHUV�PXVW�EH�YHULÀHG�DV�RULJLQDO�VWXGHQW�ZRUN���/HWWHUV�IURP�(O�
Capitan faculty and members of the community will also be considered for publication.  Requests 
for advertisments will be reviewed by staff and accepted if the content of the advertisement is 
deemed informational in nature and applicable to student needs or interests.

Mission Statement Editors
Darbi Davidson: Editor-in-Chief
Binh-An Nguyen: Editor-in-Chief
Tali Letoi: Sports Editor
Autum Rodriguez: Entertainment Editor 
Reoh Darwell: Entertainment Editor 
Natalia Herret: News Editor
Melissa Carlin: Opinion Editor 
Madison Acampora: Ads Manager 
Christie Seidman: Art Director

Staff Writers
Katie Carmichael
Brittany Carrillo 
Steven Chung
Leif Corbeil 
Caitlin Coyne 

Nicholas Drammissi 
Ramiah Franklin
Mallory Havens
Brenna Keas 
Gregory Martirosian 

Isaac Martirosian 
Danielle Monteverde 
Cole Rice 
Ivy Robinson
Olivia Robles

Andrew Smith
Hailey Smith
Ashley Smith
James Stevens
Ohhi Tehan 
Courtney Williams Staff Advisor: Kelly Logan   klogan@guhsd.net

Performing Lakeside Acting Youth, or 
P.L.A.Y.,  is a theatre program which was 
formed in 1999 for the youth of Lakeside. 
Students in grades 3-12 are presented with 
the opportunity to rehearse and perform 
a junior musical production with the help 
of several acclaimed musical instructors 
from schools and programs in the area. 
Over the span of approximately three 
months, students of all ages are taught the 
techniques necessary to perform an amazing 
show, including not only singing, dancing, 
and acting, but lighting, sound and other 
assorted logistics.

Cast and crew members have been 
working hard several days a week to 
prepare an excellent performance for 
friends and family members around the 
Lakeside community. This year, students 

Dylan Butler, a 17 year old 
skateboard toting senior best 
known for his high waters, has 
equally high hopes of landing 
on skateboarding’s pro circuit. 
While he hasn’t necessarily 
come from a large background 
of skaters, Dylan initially begun 
skating when he was a toddler, 
but only took a serious interest in 
it 6 years ago. He’s since ditched 

the mongo pushing phase and 
has transformed into a legitimate 
VWUHHW� VNDWHU�� ¿OPLQJ� ZLWK� IHOORZ�
El Capitan shredders Casey 
Ricks and Josh Close. Dylan has 
even appeared in three separate 
solo edits and has produced two 
full videos alongside Question 
(a team founded by Close that 
includes Butler, Ricks and a bevy 
of several other skaters from the 
Ramona area) and is currently 
LQ� WKH� SURFHVV� RI� ¿OPLQJ�� :KHQ�
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he’s not tearing up the streets, Dylan is best 
known and feels most at home at Rancho 
Penasquitos skatepark (PQ) where you can 
¿QG� KLP� JULQGLQJ� KDQGUDLOV�� ROOLHLQJ� RYHU�
gaps, and skating down ridiculous numbers 
of stairs. He agrees that, like everything 
in life, there’s two sides to the sport, “The 
best and most rewarding part of skating 
is landing tricks and the feeling of rolling 
away from a trick that you just worked really 
hard on; the worst part is obviously getting 

hurt.” With every kick and 
push Dylan is that much closer 
to skateboarding nirvana. 
He explains that “it’s every 
skater’s dream to go pro,” but 
it’s not something he’ll follow 
blindly. If all goes as planned 
Dylan hopes to skate alongside 
the big dogs Andrew Reynolds 
and Justin “Figgy” Figueroa 
who’ve found their claim to 
fame with major skate leagues 
like Baker (a board company 
founded by Reynolds himself). 

The most important thing 
he’d like people to take out of 
this is that not all skaters have 
attitudes, “Skaters are people 
too, but they vary just like 
everyone else. There’s good 
skaters out there and there’s 
bad skaters as well, but they’re 

GH¿QLWHO\� QRW� DOO� WKH� VDPH�´� '\ODQ� %XWOHU�
GH¿HV� HYHQ� WKH� PRVW� FOLFKpG� VWHUHRW\SHV�
that skateboarders have accumulated since 
skateboarding got its start in the early ‘50s; 
he’s not a delinquent, he’s just a kid with 
intense passion. If he can teach us one thing, 
it’s that skateboarding is an art and it’s a 
lifestyle…

Hailey Smith
Staff Writer

have been working diligently to bring the 
classic Disney tale The Little Mermaid to 
life. Nineteen Vaqueros have contributed to 
the sure success of this year’s production, 
including Kyli Henzie, who plays Ariel and 
has starred in several shows in our theater 
department here at El Capitan, and Leif 
Corbeil who plays the role of Prince Eric. 

Performances of the 2013 production 
begin on March 14th at 6PM and continue 
WKURXJK�WKH�ZHHNHQG�ZLWK�WKH�¿QDO�PDWLQHH�
on March 17th at 2PM. Tickets are on 
VDOH� IRU� ��� DQG� DOO� SURFHHGV� EHQH¿W� IXWXUH�
P.L.A.Y. shows.

Brenna Keas
Staff Writer

P.L.A.Y.  

The Little Mermaid



Brittany Carrillo
Staff Writer

On March 8, it was a battle between 
students and teachers. All four teams played 
their best to win the ultimate: bragging 
rights for an entire year. Last year on 
March 2, the student 
boys begged for 
mercy as the teachers 
destroyed them with 
D� ¿QDO� VFRUH� RI� ����
67. But, this year old 
scores were thrown 
out the window as 
the student vs. staff 
event added two 
more teams, making 
the tournament even 
bigger!

,Q�URXQG�RQH��LW�ZDV�ODGLHV�¿UVW��6WXGHQW�
coaches, seniors Bekah Leonard and Sierra 
Aguiar, were determined to beat staff coach 
and event organizer, 
Mr. Craig. “I was 
very excited to play. 
We were eager to 
go against the staff 
EHLQJ� LW� ZDV� WKH� ¿UVW�
time that [the ladies] 
ever went head to 
head,” says Leonard.   
Both sides had many 
players who had never 
played basketball 
before and only a few played during high 
school.  Senior Kim Galvan says, 
“It was new playing with girls 
that have never played before, 
but it was easy. Especially since 
I had Meg Lima’ (13) and Jessica 
Diprima (‘13) with me and we all 
played together.”

When the game began, many 
teachers were startled at just how 
seriously the student girls wanted 
to win, and the students took the 
early lead. Both teams went the 
happy route and had a good time 
SOD\LQJ��7KHQ��WKH�RI¿FLDO�UXOHV�RI�
basketball were thrown out and 
the game turned into a comedy 
show. 

With an overwhelming lead 
over the teachers, the students 
ZHUH� FRQ¿GHQW� LQ� ZLQQLQJ� XQWLO� D� QRW�VR�
under-the-table deal was made by the staff to 
referee Jason Cavazos to assist the teachers 
in scoring some extra points. At one point, 
Counselor Carolee Villegas handed Cavazos 
a wad of dollar bills and he waved them 
around at the crowd.  “Jason was a huge 
cheater!” says senior Eileen McNamara. 

BasketballStudent  vs. Staff
Cavazos jokingly refused to call fair calls, 
allowed some staff members to run across 
the court without even dribbling the ball and 
even let others take a free throw shot in front 

of the free throw line instead of behind. 
Madness and laughter ensued as teachers 
and students were tackling each other left 

and right, even causing senior Meg Lima to 
bleed from her arm. 
Cavazos thought the 
bleeding resulted 
from a cat 
prior to 
the game 
c a u s i n g 
b o t h 
teams to 
laugh. 

B y 
the fourth 
q u a r t e r , 
the staff 
was still 
desperate to try and 
even out the score 
and placed all 10 of 
their players on the 

FRXUW� DJDLQVW� ¿YH�� FDXVLQJ� WKH� VWXGHQWV� WR�
rally up and put everyone was in.  Referee 
Cavazos ordered the students to only have 
¿YH� LQ�� DQG� WKH� VWDII� UHPDLQHG� DW� ���� ERWK�
coaches disagreed and went back to the 
RI¿FLDO�QXPEHU�RI�SOD\HUV�RQ�WKH�FRXUW��:LWK�
seconds left, the teachers were now tied with 
WKH� VWXGHQWV� DW� ����7KH� RI¿FLDO� UXOHV�ZHUH�

back in place 
and the senior 
girls scored 
WKH�¿QDO�SRLQW�
ZLWK� ¿YH�
seconds left 
on the clock 
leaving the 
¿QDO� VFRUH� RI�
33-34, seniors 
winning. 

7KH� ¿UVW�
game by all 
ladies was a 
very comedic 
game at best.  
Teacher Mrs. Robbins said exhaustedly, “At 
¿UVW� ,� WKRXJKW�
it was going to 
be tough, then 
I just didn’t 
care anymore. 
But I had 
fun and was 
happy I wasn’t 
the only one 
who had no 
clue how to 
play.” Leonard 
c o m m e n t s  
“Our team 
did extremely 
well especially 
since it was 
D� ¿UVW� IRU�
the majority of the team.” It was a very 

enjoyable 
game and 
a l t h o u g h 
m a n y 
players on 
both teams 
will be 
aching at 
the brutal 
t a c k l e s , 
both sides 
laugh it off 

and were happy to play. 
After the game, it was time for round 

two as the boys made their way to the court.  
The boys started off a close game in the 
EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�¿UVW�TXDUWHU�DW�D�IDVWHU�SDFH��
and this time it was more serious business. 
The boys were determined to redeem the 
score of the previous year, and they proved 
that the teachers had to work extra hard if 
they wanted to win. The score was stuck at 
10-13 as teachers and students were both 
being charged with fouls left and right.  

Neither side seemed to give, as the score 
for the second half was 24-19 with the 
teachers in the lead, but students trailing 
closely behind. By half time, both teams 
were willing to do anything to win in 
the next half.  At half-time, Mr. Tweet 
said, “We said we would crush them, and 
that’s what we intend to do. The students 
are playing as good as they can and are 
playing a good game. But it’s hard to beat 
size and experience.” On the other side 
of the court, Jason Quinten still hoped 
to make a comeback in the second half. 
“We will make it happen.” The crowd 
was now at the edge of their seats as the 
boys got physical and the teachers started 
EULQJLQJ�WKH�KHDW��:LWK�¿YH�VHFRQGV�OHIW�
on the clock, Dre Kyle (‘13) shot a three-
SRLQWHU� ZLWK� ¿YH� VHFRQGV� OHIW� RQ� WKH�
clock, tying the game at 39 at the end of 

the third quarter. 
7KH�¿QDO�TXDUWHU�DSSURDFKHG�DQG�LW�ZDV�

anyone’s game. As each second passed, the 
score rocked back and forth like a see-saw, 
making the game way too close to call. The 
guys played dirty and got rough with one 
another, doing anything to win. In the end, 
the teachers pulled through and won with 
WKH�¿QDO�VFRUH�DW��������

Student coach Tyler Leone says, “I 
thought it was a very good game. Even 
though we had too many fouls, I had fun. I 
look forward to watching next year.” Staff 
coach Mr. Furrow says, “ It was a good 
game and both teams worked really hard. 
The students couldn’t help that the staff 
were just a little bigger and stronger.” Both 
games were a huge success as the proceeds 
go towards the Socrates Scholarship to help 
our seniors in college. 



THE Caity Coyne
Staff Writer

Whether Republican or Democrat, 
conservative or liberal, one issue that 
seems to raise eyebrows on all sides of the 
political spectrum is the continuation of 
American drone strikes over international 
ZDWHUV��)URP�������ZKHQ�WKH�¿�UVW�$PHULFDQ�
drone strike against al Qaeda was set in 
Yemen, to 2004, when Pakistani drone 
strikes were proposed and utilized by 
President Bush, and even in the last three 
years, with the Obama administration 
expanding the missions in both countries 
(along with Somalia), the drones have 
eliminated countless threats to American 
security, but at a grave price--civilian lives. 
It’s estimated that in Pakistan, from 2004 
to 2013 364 strikes have taken place, with 
2,534-3,573 total deaths, 411-884 of which 
were civilians. In Yemen, from 2002 to 
������ WKHUH� ZHUH� ������ FRQ¿�UPHG� GURQH�
strikes, and an estimated 70 possible ones, 
resulting in 374-1,112 total deaths, an 
approximate 72-128 being civilians. And 
¿�QDOO\�� LQ� 6RPDOLD�� ���� GURQH� VWULNHV� WRRN�
place, with 58-170 deaths, 11-57 being 
civilian. These strikes are all launched with 
the intent of protecting Americans, and 
stopping international threats before they 
occur, but the Americans the strikes are 
meant to protect have been speaking out 
lately against the secrecy surrounding the 
drones, and the moral ground upon which 
our government has been standing.

In an interview on Up W/ Chris Hayes, 

Former White House Press Secretary Robert 
Gibbs shared, “When I went through the 
process of becoming press secretary, one of 
WKH�¿�UVW�WKLQJV�WKH\�WROG�PH�ZDV��µ<RX¶UH�QRW�
even to acknowledge the drone program. 
You’re not even to discuss that it exists.’” 
With secrecy surrounding the mission not 
only within the public eye, but within the 
innercircle as well, many questions have 
been raised concerning Obama’s promise at 
the State of the Union address to make the 
drone strike missions “more transparent.” 
Recently, Congress has pushed President 
Obama to release the documents that had 
MXVWL¿�HG�WKH�NLOOLQJ�RI�D�1HZ�0H[LFDQ��ERUQ��
UDGLFDO�0XVOLP�ZKR�ZDV�D�KLJK�OHDGHU�DQG�
recruiter for al Qaeda. This strike against an 
American citizen raised the question of the 
MXVWL¿�FDWLRQV� EHKLQG� WKH� NLOOLQJV�� ³$UHQ¶W�
all American citizens subject to fair trial?,” 

one man asked, highlighting the thoughts of 
hundreds of other Americans. 

Citizens are worried about how far the 
strikes will go, having already killed two 
American citizens, and the Denver born son 
RI� WKH� DIRUHPHQWLRQHG�PHQWLRQHG�0XVOLP��
who--according to his family members 
in Colorado--had no ties to terrorist 
organizations and was only targeted by the 
US because of his parentage.

While these drone missions may be 
MXVWL¿�HG� OHJDOO\� E\� WKHLU� FRPSOLDQFH� ZLWK�
the constitution, and have only been 
launched as a means of “self-defense” 
against Taliban and al-Qaeda, the US is still 
launching missiles and killing civilians in 
countries we are not at war with, making 
people construe these acts of defense as 
possible cases of war crimes. While the 
Obama Administration has released that the 
number of civilian deaths on each strike are 
LQ�WKH�VLQJOH�GLJLWV��WKH�3UHVLGHQW�KDV�GH¿�QHG�

any civilian as a “non-combatant”, making 
it impossible to know how many people are 
involved in missions, blurring the already 
unclear lines even more.

While these strikes may stand on legal 
grounds, sociologists and psychologists 
have called into question the moral 
standings on which these missions occur. 
Pakistani villagers have been prevented 
from participating in their daily activities, 
some not going to work or school out of fear 

of a drone strike. One interviewee shared, 
“[The drones] bring a wave of terror… 
Children, grown-up people, women, they 
DUH� WHUUL¿�HG«�7KH\� VFUHDP� LQ� WHUURU�´�
Another Pakistani explained, “[The drones] 
are like a mosquito. Even when you don’t 
see them, you can hear them, you know 
they are there.” Experts have expressed 
their worries about the future psychological 
trauma this constant threat of strikes will 
hold on the civilian population. One doctor 
explained, “The biggest concern I have as 
a [mental health professional] is that when 
the children grow up, the kinds of images 
they will have with them, it is going to 
have a lot of consequences...People who 
have experienced such things, they don’t 
trust people; they have anger, desire for 
revenge” While the death rate of civilians 
may be low, the other negative externalities 
that effect every citizen of these countries 
remain unaccounted for, leaving the real 
consequences and losses due to drone 
strikes inconclusive.

Although resistance to accept the drone 
strikes has been practiced worldwide, with 
organizations formed, and petitions made, 
it doesn’t appear that the drone strikes will 
be lessening in Obama’s new term. With 
John Brennan, architect of the drones and 
Whitehouse Counterterrorism Chief, being 
nominated for future head of the CIA, the 
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drone strikes will most likely persist as 
the dominant form of battle for US forces. 
The drones are setting a technological 
criteria for the rest of the world—a warfare 
standard never before reached, Brennan 
explains, “If we want other nations to use 
these technologies responsibly, we must use 
them responsibly. If we want other nations 
to adhere to high and rigorous standards for 
their use, then we must do so as well. We 
cannot expect of others what we will not do 

ourselves. President Obama has therefore 
demanded that we hold ourselves to the 
highest possible standards--that, at every 
step, we be as thorough and deliberate as 
possible.” With this promise in mind, it’s 
clear that the government does not plan to 
stop the drones anytime soon, making the 
FKDQFH�RI�IXWXUH�SXEOLF�RXWUDJH�DQG�FRQÀ�LFW�
nearly inevitable, even as the process of 
drone strikes are improved, and have already 
proved to be one of the most accurate 
forms of defense for the American people. 
)RUPHU�86�$LUIRUFH�2I¿�FHU�DQG�SKLORVRSK\�
professor Bradley Strawser explained, “You 
have to start by asking, as for any military 

action, is the cause just? All the evidence 
we have so far says that drones do better at 
both identifying the terrorist and avoiding 
collateral damage than anything else we 
KDYH�´�%XW�GRHV�WKLV�HI¿�FLHQF\�RXWZHLJK�WKH�
moral dilemma that plagues the American 
people, knowing that our government 
is responsible for these killings and that 
a future “blow-back” could breed more 
terrorists than ever before? If these drone 
strikes are to persist, the government must 
¿�QG�D�ZD\�WR�DSSHDVH�WKH�PRUDO�EHDULQJV�RI�
the people, while simultaneously throwing 
the curtains off, bringing light to the shadows 
of the operation. We as a public hold a 
natural distrust towards government, and 
these drone strikes are increasing tensions 
not only overseas, but in our own homes as 
well, and as a country, that is not something 
we can afford right now considering other 
problems on the horizon.



1DWDOLD�+HUUHW
News Editor

Teenage hopefuls around the nation 
are pleased to hear Obama has proposed to 
Congress an increase in minimum wage, 
IURP� ������ WR� ������ E\� WKH� HQG� RI� ������
additionally he’s stated that minimum 
ZDJH� VKRXOG� EH� DGMXVWHG� IRU� LQÀ�DWLRQ��$Q�
estimated 15 million or more low-income 
workers would be helped, according to 
the White House, making it the highest 
increase in the past three decades. 
Another White House statement 
concludes the $1.75 boost would very 
well “offset roughly 10 to 20 percent of 
the increase in income inequality since 
�����´�3UHVLGHQW�2EDPD¶V�LQVSLUDWLRQDO�
speech excerpt, “Let’s declare that in 
the wealthiest nation on Earth, no one 
who works full-time should have to 
live in poverty!” has stirred up endless 
controversy and led to the consensus that 
a wage increase is certainly necessary; 
the question that remains is, what will 
be the effects of such a change and will 
WKH\�WUXO\�EHQH¿�W�$PHULFDQV�LQ�WKH�ORQJ�
run? The last time a comparable bill 
passed through Congress was in 2007, 
when the minimum wage was increased 
from $5.15 to $7.25 per hour. Obama’s 
proposal has gained criticism and praise 
from both liberals and conservatives 
alike, causing a storm of public opinion. 

7KRVH� ZKR� ¿�QG� WKH� ZDJH� LQFUHDVH�
questionable or futile, claim that raising 
wages would cost jobs and won’t reduce 
poverty. According to the Employment 
Policies Institute, an advocate for 
employers, some project the loss of at 
least 467,500 employee positions if the 
UDWH� ZHUH� K\SRWKHWLFDOO\� UDLVHG� WR� �������
7KH\� DI¿�UP� WKDW� WKH� ³ZDJH� ERRVW� LQ� �����
resulted in an estimated 114,000 fewer jobs” 
available to teenagers. To no one’s  surprise, 

Republicans expressed disapproval for the 
measure. Republican House speaker, John 
%RHKQHU��FRQ¿�GHQWO\�VWDWHG�WKDW�UDLVLQJ�WKH�
price of employment will inevitably result 
in less employment. Florida’s Republican 
6HQDWRU�� 0DUFR� 5XELR¶V�� FRPPHQWDU\� ZDV�
in agreement with Boehner concluding that 

“the impact of minimum wage is usually 
that businesses hire less people.” In addition 
to the argument of reducing available 
employment, people are questioning the 
effectiveness of a wage increase. For 
example, approximately 18 states, including 
California, have minimum wage rates that 
are above the federal level and 10 more 
states automatically adjust their minimum 
ZDJHV� HYHU\� \HDU� WR� DFFRXQW� IRU� LQÀ�DWLRQ��
7KH� VWDWH� RI� :DVKLQJWRQ� KDV� D� ������

PLQLPXP�ZDJH��7KHUHIRUH�ZKDW�ZLOO�D�������
wage increase do for those who inhabit 
VWDWHV� WKDW� DOUHDG\� KDYH� EHWWHU� UDWHV"�&11�
estimates that even if wages were increased 
to nine dollars, the average American family 
who works full-time would only earn about 
$18,000 after taxes, and still remain under 
the poverty line. However, if one thing can 
be agreed upon by people from both sides of 
the political spectrum, it is that something 
must be done for the millions who struggle 
to survive in the United States.

Advocates of the wage increase say that 
it would undoubtedly boost the economy 
EHFDXVH� DV�PRUH�PRQH\� ¿�QGV� LWVHOI� LQ� WKH�
pockets of low-income consumers, more 
money is funneled back into businesses 

and thus, into the economy. Supporting 
economists conclude that if the minimum 
wage had “kept pace with the cost of living 
VLQFH� ������ LW� ZRXOG� QRZ� HTXDO� �������´�
The White House goes as far as to express 
that this augmentation would restore wage’s 
³LQÀ�DWLRQ�DGMXVWHG�YDOXH�WR�ZKHUH�LW�ZDV�LQ�
�����´�7KHUH�ZHUH����LQGHSHQGHQW�VWXGLHV��
SXEOLVKHG�EHWZHHQ������DQG�������UHYLHZHG�
DQG� JUDSKHG� E\� UHVHDUFKHUV� LQ� ������ WKDW�
showed precise estimates supporting the 

claim that wage increases have little to no 
effect whatsoever on the actual quantity of 
minimum-wage employers. Thinkprogress.
org has written an intriguing article that 
supports higher wages. The author, Igor 
9ROVN\��LV�FRQ¿�GHQW�WKDW�LQFUHDVLQJ�ZDJHV�WR�
���ZRXOG�
��� ,PSURYH� (I¿�FLHQF\�� :RUNHUV� ZRXOG�
be encouraged by their employers to 
PDLQWDLQ� D� VWULFWHU�� PRUH� HI¿�FLHQW� ZRUN�
ethic. Employees would be held at higher 
standards of performance and overall 
SURGXFWLRQ�ZRXOG�EHQH¿�W�
��� ,QFUHDVH� 'HPDQG�� %\� LQFUHDVLQJ�
consumer spending, demand would also 
increase and offset producer costs. It is 
believed this wage hike would create 

economic growth.
��� /RZHU� WXUQRYHUV�� 6WXGLHV�
have shown that following 
wage increases, companies 
are more likely to recruit and 
retain employees who are 
doing their jobs well.
��� ,QFUHDVH� SULFHV�� ([WHQVLYH�
review of multiple studies 
has resulted in the conclusion 
that a 10% wage increase 
raises prices by no more than 
4%, raising the wages of 
low-income citizens without 
causing unmanageable 
LQÀ�DWLRQ�RU�GHVWUR\LQJ�MREV��
The following graph represents 
WKH� SUR¿�WV� JDLQHG� E\� DYHUDJH�
workers in contrast to those 
earned by corporations and 
businesses in the United 
States. It is taken directly 
from an article titled “This 
graph is the best argument for 

raising the minimum wage” posted on www.
washingtonpost.com and accurately sums 
up my viewpoint regarding the federal wage 
increase. 

TO  RAISE  OR 
NOT  TO  RAISE



IgNorance
Is NOTBliss

In any high school, prejudice is 
something that all students live with. 
But why do we just accept it? We 
attend a campus that’s home to so many 
vibrant individuals who hold various life 
perspectives that may differ from our own: 
individuals who may have different skin 
color or sexual preferences, individuals 
who may not worship the same God, or 
any God at all. Some of these individuals 
are liberal, others conservative. And on the 
most basic level, some of these individuals 
are male, and some female. On a campus 
like El Cap, each student converses with 
dozens of people each day, and despite 
the efforts already put into place in recent 
years, we as a student body have failed to 
accept people for who they are. 

Each day walking through the halls, 
we see so much hate, but at this point, I 
feel like we just tolerate it. People throw 
derogatory terms towards friends, and 
if confronted, their excuse is “He’s my 
friend. He knows I’m kidding.” 

That’s not good enough for me.
As humans--and Americans--society 

has made it virtually impossible to remain 
unaware of traits that set us apart from the 
³QRUP´��HYHQ�WKRXJK�QR�RQH�KDV�\HW�GH¿QHG�
for me what that “norm” means). Whether 
it’s your heritage or skin color, aesthetic 
appearance, intelligence, sexuality, beliefs 
or your gender, our society has a habit of 
tearing people apart for what they are, 
even  aspects of their lives that they don’t 
have a choice in. We have turned our back 
on building people up and have accepted 
insults and slurs as an excuse for humor, 
instead of what it is: the degradation of a 

human being. The people at whom these 
insults are thrown have grown accustomed 
to accepting them as innocent jokes, but on 
a deeper level, they cut deep. So many small 
jabs towards something we’re self-conscious 
about quickly build up to a discontent, and 
eventually a breaking point is reached, with 
self esteem steadily broken and self worth 
rendered meaningless. 

We think that our words hold nothing-
-empty food for thought that no one really 
considers--but insults bruise darker than 
punches, and that old rhyme “Sticks and 
stones may break my bones but words will 
never hurt me” is a lie. Words are weapons, 
DQG� WKH� SHQ� LV� GH¿QLWHO\�PLJKWLHU� WKDQ� WKH�
sword. While physical altercations have 
been visibly reduced on our campus, verbal 
¿JKWV� KDYH� HVFDODWHG�� DQG� WKH\� DUHQ¶W� MXVW�
on campus anymore. Facebook, Twitter, 
and Instagram have become catalysts for 
aggression, and are possibly doing more 
harm than good in recent times. 

As students on a campus that offers so 
many opportunities for bettering ourselves, 
why are we choosing to worsen ourselves 
and those around us? We need to step up as 
individuals, taking on our names as an honor 
code, promising not to tarnish them with 
slurs and degradation.  Ultimately, we must 
make a stand as a community, committing 
to stop tolerating all ignorance and malice 
around us, and start striving for a better 
generation.

I am Asian. As one of few 
Asian-Americans living in a 
heavily conservative Caucasian 
community, I am forced to 
deal with an immense number 
of discriminating jokes and 
accusations based on my ethnic 
background. Since junior high 
school, I have noticed a greater 
acceptance of discrimination 
towards Asians than a student 
of any other race, be it Middle 
Eastern, Native-American, 
Hispanic or African-American. 

To adolescents unfamiliar 
with the Asian world, it appears 
ridiculous and outlandish; most 
of what we know about Asian 
culture comes from popular 
television programs, movies, 
and Internet videos. These 
forms of media  have bred an 
LQ¿QLWH� QXPEHU� RI� LQDFFXUDWH�
stereotypes. Because I am unable 
to name and explain every single 
one, I will instead evaluate the 
four most common stereotypes 

based on my life experiences.
1. All Asian people are either Chinese 

or Japanese: Each school year since the 
sixth grade, I have been asked by one of my 
classmates: “Are you Chinese or Japanese?” 
The question, believe it or not, is as ignorant 
as asking whether a person is black or white. 
A better question would be: “Hey, what’s 
your ethnicity?”  For the record, I am neither 
Chinese nor Japanese. I am Vietnamese. Yet, 
there are always those colleagues of mine 
who insist that because I’m Asian I must be 
one or the other. 

Whether or not we think so, calling 
Asians names such as “Jackie Chan” or 
making kung-fu cries as they pass by in 
the hallways are essentially the equivalent 
of labeling them Chinese, but in a more 
humiliating and insulting manner. The most 
degrading of all, however, is being compared 
to Mr. Chow from the Hangover. At least 
twice a week, in the middle of class my junior 
year, one of the seniors who sat next to me 
in class would harass me with lines said by 
the aforementioned character in a terrible, 
high-pitched Chinese accent. Although I 
ignored him, hoping he would stop, he did 
not. The least I could have hoped for was 
that some kind, brave soul would to come to 
my rescue. But, as it turned out, I expected 
far too much out of my classmates. Those 
who heard the screeches laughed with the 
ape who made them while those who I called 
“friends” simply sat there, ignoring the fact 
I was being tormented for something I could 
not control. To this day, I continue to harbor 
bitter and scornful emotions towards that 
senior because he refused to show me a single 
ounce of respect. I may look different than 
99% of the people on campus, but I am still 
human regardless of ethnicity. Unfortunately, 
very few adolescents and adults understand 
that the scope of the world and its cultures are 
far greater than we can comprehend. All we 
can do as a small fraction of seven billion, is 

7KLV�DUWLFOH�ZDV�D�GLI¿FXOW�IRU�PH�WR�ZULWH��
I never spoke out about it until this moment, 
UHÀHFWLQJ�RQ�WKH�KXPLOLDWLRQ�,�IHOW�VR�ORQJ�DJR��

But, if I can help it, I will not allow 
for people to believe it is okay to 
cyberbully anyone. 

On that day, a vibration from 
my phone echoed loudly on my 
wooden dresser. I thought it was 
an important message from one of 
my friends, so I forced myself to 
roll over and answer the message. 
Instead of a nice hello or hey, I 
got a message from an unknown 
number. Curiosity consumed my 
mind and forced me to read the 
black words on my small screen.

Save yourself the trouble and 

drink some bleach already.

I lay there alone, frozen at the 
ZRUGV��,�¿QDOO\�VQDSSHG�RXW�RI�P\�
thoughts and deleted the message. 
But the messages didn’t stop.  For 
5 months, I was being constantly 
bullied via Internet and cell phone. 
I never told anyone about the 
messages, not even my closest 
friends. Not even my twin sister 
knew about the messages and to 
this day I still refuse to give any 
names. I kept lying to myself and 
thinking it wasn’t a big deal,  even 
though one message told me to lay 

down on the train tracks and wait. 

Because I didn’t want anyone 
to start any drama, I remained silent about 
the threats. I refused to let the situation get 
more out of hand than it already was. I was 
going to be the bigger person; I knew that this 

cyberbully had no life and nothing better to 
do. I knew that one day my attacker would 
grow tired and stop. Eventually, the messages 
stopped coming and I smiled proudly knowing 
that I didn’t cower, though I will admit some 
of the messages made me feel horrible.

Even though they are just words, not 
everyone takes the virtual backstabbing 
lightly. It’s like getting pricked by a sewing 
QHHGOH�� � 6XUH� DW� ¿UVW� \RX� WU\� WR� ODXJK� LW� RII�
and get a small band-aid to heal it. But 
after a while, its no longer a needle. It has 
transformed into a sword that pierces your 
skin constantly,  making sure you feel the 
pain. My wound healed, but for millions of 
kids in America, the sword grew into a torture 
chamber they couldn’t escape.  Cyberbullies 
contribute to about 78% of suicides in the 
U.S., yet, to the bullies loss of human life is 
worth a good laugh. Cyberbullying is low on 
every single level. You photoshop a picture 
on an ugly body and you think its funny? The 
lives lost because of that humiliation should 
make the cyberbullies feel ashamed. 

What reason is there to pick on someone? 
Their looks? Their background? Their beliefs? 
Its not a big enough reason to go on Facebook 
or Instagram and mock them because that 
is who they are. If someone instigates 
cyberbullying to begin with, do NOT stoop 
down to their level. There is no reason to 
cyber bully anyone, and help is available if 
someone is threatening you.  Cy
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As an overweight teenager, I face 
discrimination both spoken and implied. 
A big part of the discrimination that I, and 
others like me, face is the Internet.  I was 
browsing Twitter one day when I came across 
“#whyimfatexcuses.” Being curious, I decided 
to take a look at what people were tweeting. I 
came across post after post of offensive jokes 
discriminating strictly against people who are 
considered part of the overweight population. 
I was honestly quite offended by the things 
that people were saying, knowing that there 
was both teenagers and adults doing so. A post 
that really bothered me said “you’re fat, don’t 
try to sugarcoat it because you’ll eat that too.” 
I never really realized regular people could 
have such judgmental attitudes toward others 
whom they don’t understand.

In America, 1/3 of people over the age of 
20 are overweight. Standards for the medical 
diagnosis of obesity have changed since the 
late 1900’s and even since the early 2000’s. 
The BMI (body mass index) number that 
TXDOL¿HV� D� SHUVRQ� DV� REHVH� KDV� GHFUHDVHG��
causing obesity statistics to skyrocket. What 

most people, who are not plus size, do not 
understand is that not all overweight people 
are overweight for the same reason, and not all 
are unhappy with themselves.

The assumption regarding overweight 
adults and teenagers is that they are unhealthy 
or lazy due to their appearance. Often, contrary 
to popular belief, corpulence does, in fact, run 
through genes. An overweight person could 
work out everyday while eating healthily and 
still appear to be the same weight throughout 
the entire process. Also, despite speculation, 
I, as well as many plus size friends of mine, 
maintain a healthy exercise routine in addition 
to playing in school and outside school sports; 
we do almost the exact same things as any 
other athlete!

Media and entertainment industries 
acknowledge the overweight community with 
television shows such as ABC Family’s Huge 

(starring Hairspray’s Nikki Blonsky), as well 
as the UK’s six-part television series My Mad 

Fat Diary (starring Sharon Roony, an aspiring 
new actress), and Lifetime’s Drop Dead Diva, 

starring Brooke Elliott. But, just because 

Sizing UP Discrimination Generally when people think of 
discrimination, they think of racism or 
sexism and, looking at our country today, 
they can say we’ve come pretty far. 
Looking back, I can say that, from a very early 
age, my mother did a good job raising me 
in a very open environment. As a kid, I was 
open minded by default, and was completely 
oblivious to any sort of prejudice. So when I 
reached the broader world--namely, by way of 
the public school system--I was in for quite a 
culture shock.

Elementary school was a bizarre 
experience to begin with, as I had been an 
only child and had little experience interacting 
with my peers. Entering junior high was even 
more bizarre, and I became aware of  a more 
brutal world. Among the colorful slurs and 
juvenile slang that would’ve made Mama’s 
toes curl, a few new insults arose that created 
discomfort in me.

“Jesus, you’re such a faggot.”
“That’s so gay.”
...Gay? I thought. Puzzled over it quietly. 

Rolled it around on my tongue, mocking the 
bitter emphasis. It felt wrong.

That aforementioned childhood of mine 
had been peppered with the multitude of 

accept the fact we are different. Yet, we are 
notorious for failing to do so. 

2. All Asian people eat dogs and rice: 
People believe that I secretly eat dogs for 
dinner simply because I am Asian. Although 
dogs are consumed in Asian countries 
throughout the world, due to poor quality 
and lack of food in those places (my father 
has told me he grew up eating half-rotten 
guavas for breakfast on his way to school in 
Vietnam), I was born and raised in America: 
a country where dogs are considered man’s 
greatest companion. As such, I have never 
once thought of eating any part of any dog, 
contrary to what several of my high school 
companions may believe.

Rice. That bleached white grain that can 
be cooked and eaten, or transformed into 
different food-stuffs such as noodles, rice 
paper, and alcoholic beverages. Asians are 
famous for consuming enormous amounts of 
steamed rice, and for a good reason. Steamed 
rice, or some rice product, constitutes a 
vast majority of Asian cuisine. For some 
unfathomable reason, Americans enjoy 
teasing Asians for eating rice when they eat 
wheat products at a rate that parallels Asian 
rice consumption. Yet, the only stereotype 
attached to Americans for devouring 
excessive amounts of wheat, is the common 
belief that they are a culture of morbidly 
obese apes. As Americans we consume a huge 
number of wheat by-products, such as bread 
and pasta, therefore such discrimination is not 
only fallacious but hypocritical and illogical 
as well.

3.  Asian teenagers are (because they 
are expected to be) straight-A students: 
Although I support the stereotype that Asians 
are intelligent and perform well in school, I 
certainly did not make all “A” grades in my 
four years of high school. If I did, I would be 
the El Capitan Class of 2013 valedictorian. 

individuals my own mother called friends... 
LQFOXGLQJ�D�KDQGIXO�RI�SHRSOH�ZKR�LGHQWL¿HG�
DV�JD\�DQG� OHVELDQ�� -XVW�DV� LQÀXHQWLDO�DV�P\�
mother’s straight friends. I never actually saw 
them as different. They came to my birthday 
parties and hung out at my house. I loved all 
of my mother’s friends. It was normal.

One moment that I will never forget truly 
opened my eyes to the cruel reality that not 
everyone was raised in such an open-minded 
way. The last class of another eighth grade 
day had rolled around, and the room quickly 
¿OOHG�ZLWK� YLEUDQW� FKDWWHU��$� IULHQG� RI�PLQH�
let a homophobic slur slip freely out into the 
atmosphere, and our teacher took a moment 
to correct him, asking him to not use words 
like that in her classroom. Chaos ensued. My 
friend dominated the next twenty minutes 
with a one-man shouting match, a beet faced 
chant of “THAT AIN’T RIGHT,” unrelenting 
against my teacher’s bewildered rebuttal 
XQWLO��¿QDOO\��VKH�VHQW�KLP�RXWVLGH�

,� FRXOG� RQO\� VLW� LQ� QXPE�� KRUUL¿HG�
silence. This was my friend. My friend who 
FRXOG�QHYHU�KXUW� D�À\��7KLV� LQQRFHQW�� KDSS\�
kid--ready to throw desks over the reality 
of homosexuality? But the real frightening 
fact was this: someone had actually raised 

him to be like that. Opposite 
from my own mother raising me 
to be open minded and without 
judgment, someone had raised 

my friend to close his mind to difference. 
Someone had actually taken the time to tell 
him that the way some people love is wrong. 
7KLV� IDFW� WHUUL¿HG�PH��7KRXJK� ,� KDGQ¶W� EHHQ�
directly attacked by my friend, the experience 
instilled a powerful fear in me. There were 
people who hated others for the way they 
loved? Homophobia made no sense to me.The 
whole concept of hating someone for being 
different makes no sense to me. People are 
who they are, and they won’t change, no 
matter how much hate you throw their way. 
Instead they have to live in fear.

What happened in that classroom was the 
PRVW� H[WUHPH� VFHQH� ,¶G� HYHU� VHHQ�¿UVW� KDQG���
but when I look around today--particularly at 
our own campus--the funny looks and coyly 
“disguised” jeers are no better. Homophobia 
comes in many forms: from extremist hate 
crimes to a few words coated in an acidic tone. 
I’ve seen people coexist in environments with 
others who identify as LGBT (lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgendered) with a smile on their 
face, even though they might not agree with 
the way they live in their hearts. They aren’t 
forced to hide their discomfort, they just don’t 

choose to blare the obvious message of, “I 
don’t like you for who you are!”

When you attack someone who is gay  
physically, verbally, or psychologically, 
you put out a warning to anyone outside 
the realm of heteronormative, heterosexual 
boys and girls. The warning is: “You 
better shut up, you better be afraid...” 
No one should be afraid. If you’re looking 
at this as someone who is a heterosexual 
male or female who has ever made someone 
different feel uncomfortable, I must ask, 
are you afraid? Do people outside your 
heteronormative world instill fear in you? 
Are you afraid of them for being themselves? 
You shouldn’t be. No one is trying to jump 
you, or “convert” you, or make you afraid. 
As a friend, watching the people I love 
be beat down at varying levels of severity 
for their sexuality or gender makes my 
blood boil. It takes a fair amount of 
bravery to speak up; people are afraid. 
So when I look at our past, I can say we’ve 
FRPH�SUHWW\�IDU��EXW�ZH�GH¿QLWHO\�VWLOO�KDYH�D�
long way to go, if we want everyone to feel 
safe.
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Fear of Difference

Americans see overweight people on TV, this 
practice doesn’t change the discrimination and 
negative stereotypes that exist.

But now that the topic of discrimination 
has been addressed, when is the ignorance of 
the remainder of the population going to be 
addressed? The problem is that if you haven’t 
EHHQ� YLFWLPL]HG� VSHFL¿FDOO\�� LW¶V� GLI¿FXOW� WR�
understand the severe impact of hurtful words 
and actions left on the adult and/or adolescent 
psyche. I believe that no one, regardless of age 
or gender, should be forced to live with the 
idea that they aren’t good enough due to their 
weight or their appearance in general. 

The fact remains that I have been made 
to feel different, and inferior to others, based 
on my size.  I could go into a store in the mall 
DQG�¿QG�DQ�DZHVRPH�SDLU�RI�SDQWV�IRU������EXW�
are they in my size? Of course not. So I search 
RWKHU�VWRUHV�WU\LQJ�WR�¿QG�WKHP�LQ�D�ODUJHU�VL]H�
when I end up in a plus size store. The same 

SDLU�RI�SDQWV�DUH�DW�OHDVW���������DQG�KHFN��,¶OO�
buy them, they’re rad. But the cost of being 
overweight extends far beyond the price of 
clothing. The real cost is the human cost: 
the embarrassment of shopping with average 
friends, having to shop in different stores from 
them entirely, the judgement from strangers 
in public places--the beach, restaurants or 
amusement parks--and the hurtful things that 
people say and do.

Just ponder this: I may be different, but 
if  you think I don’t know that by now, you’re 
seriously mistaken. Overweight people have 
feelings too, and no amount of argument will 
make the predjudice against larger people 
okay.

However, since I didn’t make all A’s, a lot of 
students probably believe my parents have 
beat me with a bamboo pole until I promise 
to get perfect grades (or some other form 
of cruel and unusual punishment). That, or 
they contemplate selling me to Mongolians. 
Contrary to the jokes made about Asian 
parents in popular media, my parents love and 
treasure me like the precious diamond that I 
DP��$V�VXFK��WKH\�KDYH�QHYHU�ODLG�D�¿QJHU�RQ�
me for misbehaving or getting a “B+” on my 
math test. However, that does not mean they 
are not strict. They are who they are because 
of their foreign backgrounds. After hearing the 
things they have done growing up in Vietnam 
and then beginning again in America, I can 
see why they pour their heart and soul into 
attaining my future success.

�������$VLDQ�PHQ�KDYH�OLWWOH«�FRQ¿GHQFH: 
Clearly, this stereotype is ridiculous. I am an 
Asian-American man, and I am proud to be 
one--especially in a community where Asians 
are scarce. I realize I cannot control my 
ethnicity and I accept myself for who I am. 
We, as members of the human race, should 
GR�WKH�VDPH��:H�QHHG�WR�EH�FRQ¿GHQW�LQ�ZKR�
we are. We are here because our Earth is not 
dominated by one race or ethnicity. We are 
born with a purpose, to make our species 
rich in diversity and traditions.We are here to 
thrive in our own small, bubbles of existence 
without being undermined by stereotypical 
judgements placed upon us by our peers. I 
encourage my fellow classmates to consider 
the following as they go about their lives and 
be comfortable with who they are. Maybe, 
we are all fundamentally the same; and if we 
are not, we still deserve to be treated with the 
same, equal respect.  

Binh-An Nguyen
Staff Writer

We Fought for Freedom...

Brenna Keas
Staff Writer

Brittany Carrillo
Staff Writer

Caity Coyne
Staff Writer

Ohhi Tehan
Staff Writer

Now We Fight Each Other



that intentionally cause dysfunction? 

(A friend of mine openly admitted that 

upon watching the hit TV show Pretty 
Little Liars, his attitude towards his 

elders changed dramatically). Maybe 

the lack of respect can be attributed to a 

lack of discipline at home, or poor living 

environments where the expectation 

of respect isn’t present.  Perhaps we 

simply feel the need to be “rebellious” 

by expressing our negative thoughts, 

and experimenting with the boundaries 

of free-speech, via very sad means of 

action.  Another possibility is that the 

suffocating pressure that dwells upon so 

many students has begun to cause bitter 

feelings. 

The reasons I’ve provided are all 

very evident on this campus--but I don’t 

think anything I’ve mentioned can act as 

an excuse for students to act out at school 

and be disrespectful to teachers and peers. 

There is no way that this kind of behavior 

LV�MXVWL¿HG��HVSHFLDOO\�FRQVLGHULQJ���LI�ZH�
learn to appreciate and really listen to 

what teachers have to say, it is easy to 

begin seeing a teacher (or teachers) as 

nothing short of admirable and insightful, 

and even as something close to a friend. 

classrooms were all relatively attentive and 

respectful. Now, as a junior in high school, 

LW�WDNHV�HIIRUW�WR�¿QG�UHVSHFWIXO�VWXGHQWV��,W¶V�
nearly impossible to sit through a College 

Prep class for 52 minutes without a group 

of people talking over a lecture, murmuring 

insults directed at teachers under their 

breath, tinkering with their electronic 

devices, not doing assigned work, or any 

number of other intentional absurdities that 

take place in the classrooms of El Capitan 

High School every day. 

There is an aspect to this “high school” 

picture that it seems students are forgetting 

to acknowledge, which is that these teachers 

we so eagerly show contempt towards have 

¿QLVKHG�PDQ\�\HDUV�RI� VFKRRO� WKHPVHOYHV��
and have acquired degrees in order to come 

here and teach us. They are mentors who we 

as students don’t have to pay a single penny 

for, and they aren’t paid nearly enough for 

doing so. 

So why do students feel the need to 

show such disdainful disrespect, if teachers 

are here for no other reason than to help us? 

Could it be the media--spewing out T.V. 

shows that thrive off of poor-characters 

In modern day society it appears as 

though the age-old concept of “respecting 

one’s elders” has diminished greatly.  This 

issue of respect, or the lack thereof, can 

be seen nearly every day in many of our 

very own El Capitan classrooms. Not 

only is there a lack of student-to-student 

respect, but there is also a painful degree 

of outright mockery directed at teachers. 

Instead of showing teachers the respect 

they absolutely deserve--if not for their 

efforts and accomplishments, then simply 

for being more experienced and wiser 

than the student body--they are mocked 

and belittled everyday, as if they are 

some kind of hindering pest, here only to 

restrict students on campus.

Thinking back to elementary school, I 

remember young students who took pride 

in making their teachers proud, and who 

simply loved and wanted nothing more 

than to have a good, healthy relationship 

with their teachers. In elementary school, 

at least a when I was younger, bullying 

teachers was not a common pasttime and 

LW� ZDV� UDUH� WR� ¿QG� ³SUREOHP´� VWXGHQWV��
Even during my years in junior high, my 

Respect 

Ivy Robinson

Staff Writer

It’s that time of year again; the time when 

teachers crack down on underclassmen and 

the seniors start the simple descent down 

the mountain they’ve been climbing for 

the past four years. As college acceptance 

letters begin to arrive, senioritis is in full 

swing. Symptoms of this include: excessive 

wearing of track pants and old T-shirts, 

general laziness, an abundance of absences 

and a plentiful number of arrivals to 5th 

period with Mexican food. Some Class 

of 2013ers are new to this disease while 

others have been infected since the day they 

VWHSSHG�LQWR�WKHLU�¿UVW�IUHVKPDQ�FODVV�
Now that senior quotes have been 

turned in, seniors are coasting along, 

doing the bare minimum necessary to pass 

the required classes needed to graduate. 

Wikipedia, as unreliable as it may often 

EH�� GH¿QHV� VHQLRULWLV� DV� ³D� FROORTXLDO� WHUP�
used to describe the decreased motivation 

toward studies displayed by students who 

are nearing the end of their high school 

career,” while Merriam-Webster claims 

WKH�ZRUG�ZDV�¿UVW�XVHG�LQ�������%XW��QHYHU�
fear my fellow students, there is a way to 

combat this terrible disease! Push through 

and ponder the following three realities as 

you do so: 

1) You have less than four months of 

high school left to go and you’ve worked 

FAR too long to give up at this point.  Finish 

strong.

2) No matter how many credits you 

have from your previous three years, you 

still have to pass your senior English and 

Government/Econ classes to actually 

receive your diploma.

3) Colleges CAN revoke acceptance 

if you fall too far behind in your second 

semester of senior year.  (In fact, 

occasionally, colleges actually do. If a 

student is suspected to have a somewhat 

severe case of senioritis, the University of 

Pennsylvania sends letters that read “Since 

WKH� ¿QDO� WUDQVFULSW� UHSUHVHQWV� D� GHSDUWXUH�
from your previous level of achievement, it 

is imperative that we receive an explanation 

of your poor grade(s) immediately and in 

ZULWLQJ��3OHDVH�EH�VSHFL¿F�LQ�\RXU�UHPDUNV�
as they will be used to help us determine 

appropriate actions.”).

Remember, you CAN still have 

fun while accomplishing your class 

requirements! Just keep in mind to set aside 

time to complete assignments and never 

forget to get enough sleep at night.

You have my word seniors, once you 

graduate, you’ll see the importance of 

VWD\LQJ� VWURQJ� DQG� ¿JKWLQJ� WKURXJK� \RXU�
�WK� DQG� ¿QDO� VHPHVWHU� RI� +LJK� 6FKRRO�� ,Q�
the grand scheme of things, this is all just 

preparation for our future, and if I might 

DGG�� SUHSDUDWLRQ� ZH� FRXOG� UHDOO\� EHQH¿W�
from.

Are We Done Yet?

A Lesson you Should Have Learned

%UHQQD�.HDV
Staff Writer

At times, being part of the El Capitan 

student body can be challenging. Despite the 

cool and undisturbed facade many teenagers 

exude, deep down inside, there are incidents 

that affect us, both inside our classrooms and 

out. Whether it is feeling picked on 

for something small like a haircut, 

being teased about your race, not 

being in the “smart” classes or 

believing in God, all of us know the 

feeling. The moment when you sit 

in your chair and say nothing while 

someone bashes something that you 

love; it’s a feeling we should not 

have to feel at school. 

Now, some might laugh and say, 

high schoolers can’t change the way 

WKH\�DFW��%XW�,�VD\�WKDW�WKDW¶V�ZURQJ��
Why should we sit back and do 

nothing while adults put a label on 

us and give excuses for the way we 

act? We should, no matter what age, 

show respect for all people and their 

views. 

It’s easy to say “we need change 

now,” but this has all been said 

before. The point now is to determine 

what we can do differently. This part 

is different for all of us. For some, 

maybe it’s inviting that person 

who sits alone at lunch to come sit 

with your group for the purpose of 

making a new friend, not just to feel 

better about yourself. For others, it 

may be the decision to stop judging 

people who are different from you. 

Maybe the most necessary change 

is killing the imaginary hierarchy 

that separates the student body: the 

“popular” from the “unpopular,” the 

“smart” from the “unsmart,” the “athletic” 

from the “unathletic.”It only creates animosity 

and feelings of resentment towards those who 

consider themselves above you. If we want a 

more peaceful school where people feel a part 

of El Capitan, then we need to do a better job 

including others. If you can get over yourself 

DQG�MXVW�WDON�WR�SHRSOH��,�WKLQN�\RX¶OO�¿QG�WKDW�
you have more in common than you think. 

The point is we’re all high schoolers 

trying to have fun, while balancing change 

and uncertainty in our lives, and it would be 

easier if we didn’t have to come to a school 

that is just another thing we have to deal with. 

Let’s all commit to trying harder to release 

our juvenile thinking and realize that there 

DUH�DQ�LQ¿QLWH�QXPEHU�RI�FRRO�SHRSOH�LQ�WKLV��������
world.                                                  
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Staff Writer



7UDFN� DQG� ¿HOG�� D� VSRUW� FRQVLVWLQJ� RI�
PXOWLSOH� HYHQWV� WHVWLQJ� WKH� OLPLWV� RI� DQ�
LQGLYLGXDO¶V�ERG\��

)RU�PDQ\�\HDUV��(O�&DSLWDQ�KDV�EHHQ�WKH�
UHLJQLQJ�VFKRRO�LQ�WKH�OHDJXH�LQ�DOPRVW�HYHU\�
HYHQW��+RZHYHU��WKLV�\HDU��ZLWK�D�PDMRULW\�RI�
ERWK�WHDPV�FRQVLVWLQJ�RI�QHZ�IDFHV��WKH\�ZLOO�
EH� IDFHG�ZLWK� WKH� FKDOOHQJH�RI� UHFRYHULQJ��

7KH� ER\V� PD\� KDYH� VRPH� GLI¿FXOWLHV� LQ�
VSULQWV�� MXPSV�� DQG� VKRW�SXW� KDYLQJ� ORVW�
WKHLU� EHVW� DWKOHWHV� LQ� WKRVH� HYHQWV�� EXW� WKH�
JLUOV�GLG�QRW�ORVH�PDQ\�RI�WKHLU�EHVW�DWKOHWHV�
DQG� DUH� FDQGLGDWHV� IRU� /HDJXH�&KDPSLRQV�
WKLV�VHDVRQ��,Q� WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDUV� WKH� WHDP�
KDV�EHHQ�GHHS�LQ�HYHU\�HYHQW��+RZHYHU��WKLV�
\HDU�RQ� WKH�ER\V� VLGH�� WKH\�KDYH� ORVW� WKHLU�
WRS�¿YH�VSULQWHUV�ZKR�VHW�PDQ\�RI�WKH�VFKRRO�

UHFRUGV� ODVW�\HDU��:LWKRXW�D� VROLG� VTXDG�RI�
VSULQWHUV��D�YLWDO�FRPSRQHQW�RI�DQ\�WUDFN�DQG�
¿HOG� WHDP�� WKH�ER\¶V� WHDP�PD\�KDYH�VRPH�
GLI¿FXOWLHV� LQ� ZLQQLQJ� /HDJXH� &KDPSLRQV�
WKLV�VHDVRQ��

+RZHYHU� QRW� DOO� LV� ORVW�� WKHUH� VWLOO�
UHPDLQV�JUHDW�YHWHUDQV�LQ�WKH�ER\V�GLVWDQFH�
DQG�SROH�YDXOW�WHDP�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�WKH�EHVW�

LQ� WKHLU� HYHQWV� IRU� WKH� SDVW� WKUHH�
\HDUV��:LWK�YHWHUDQ�GLVWDQFH�UXQQHU�
'DQLHO�*RPH]��µ����OHDGLQJ�WKH�ER\V�
GLVWDQFH� WHDP� DQG� &,)� &KDPSLRQ�
1LFN� 'UDPPLVVL� �µ���� OHDGLQJ� WKH�
ER\¶V�SROH�YDXOW�WHDP�WKH\�DUH�VWLOO�D�
IRUFH�WR�EH�ZDU\�RI��1RW�WR�PHQWLRQ��
DOWKRXJK�(O�&DSLWDQ�ER\¶V�WHDP�KDV�
ORVW� WKHLU� SUHYLRXV� VHDVRQ¶V� EHVW�

VSULQWHUV�� WKHUH� DUH� QHZ� WDOHQWHG� DWKOHWHV�
WKDW� KDYH� ORRNHG� SURPLVLQJ� LQ� WKH� UHFHQW�
VSULQWLQJ�WLPH�WULDOV��VXFK�DV�,VDLDK�&DSRRFLD�
�µ����DQG�%UDG�&DJOH��µ�����

:KHQ� DVNHG� ZKDW� WKHLU� WKRXJKWV� ZHUH�
IRU�WKLV�VHDVRQ��WKUHH�\HDU�VSULQWHU�)UDQNOLQ�
1RUULV��µ����VD\V��³:H�PLJKW�VWDUW�RXW�D�OLWWOH�
VORZ�EXW� ,� WKLQN� WKDW� WKH�QHZ�WHDP�ZLOO�EH�
DOULJKW� DV� ORQJ� DV� HYHU\RQH� SXWV� WKH� HIIRUW�
LQ��:KR�NQRZV�ZH�PLJKW�EH�MXVW�DV�JRRG�DV�
ODVW� \HDU�� LI� QRW� EHWWHU�´� 2YHUDOO�� WKH� WHDP�
ORRNV�DV�WKRXJK�WKH\�PD\�VWUXJJOH�EXW�WKH\�

Back on Track
ZLOO��ZLWK�QR�GRXEW�ULVH�WR�WKH�FKDOOHQJH�DQG�
ZLWK� PRUH� WLPH� DQG� H[SHULHQFH� EHFRPH� D�
WHDP�WKDW�ZLOO�ULYDO�RWKHU�WRS�WUDFN�DQG�¿HOG�
WHDPV��

7KH�JLUO¶V�WHDP�ORRNV�PRUH�SURPLVLQJ�LQ�
WHUPV�RI�KRZ�GHHS�WKH\�DUH�LQ�VRPH�HYHQWV��
7KHUH� DUH� VWLOO� D� JRRG� DPRXQW� RI� YHWHUDQV�
WKDW� DUH� DFNQRZOHGJHG� E\�PDQ\� RWKHU� WRS�
DWKOHWHV� DQG� FRDFKHV� DURXQG� WKH� OHDJXH��
)RU� GLVWDQFH� WKHUH� LV�0LUDQGD� )LVKHU� �µ����
DQG� .D\GHQ� &DUSHQWHU� �µ����� IRU� KXUGOHV��
0HJDQ� /D9DOOH� �µ����� IRU� WKURZV��9DQHVVD�
6LHUUD� �µ�����DQG�IRU�VSULQWV��7D\ORU�7RZQH�
�µ�����7KHVH�YHWHUDQV�ZLOO�KDYH�D�FKDQFH�DW�
EHDWLQJ�WKH�JLUO¶V�/HDJXH�&KDPSLRQV�0RQWH�
9LVWD� ZLWK� WKH� QHZ� WDOHQWHG� DWKOHWHV� WKH\�
KDYH� UHFHLYHG� WKLV� \HDU�� 6RPH� SRWHQWLDOO\�
JUHDW� QHZ� UXQQHUV� IRU� GLVWDQFH� WKDW� KDV�
VKRZQ� SURPLVH� LQ�&URVV�&RXQWU\� LV� -HQQ\�
6PLWK��µ�����ZKR�ORRNV�DV�WKRXJK�VKH�PD\�
HYHQ� ULYDO� WKH� YHWHUDQV�� :LWK� WKH� VHDVRQ�
MXVW�EHJLQQLQJ�HYHU\RQH�LV�ORRNLQJ�IRUZDUG�
WR�VHHLQJ�KRZ�WKLV�WHDP�ZLOO�GR��,W�PD\�EH�
¿OOHG�ZLWK�VRPH�YLFWRULHV�DQG�VRPH�GHIHDWV��
EXW�WKH�WUDFN�DQG�¿HOG�WHDPV�ZLOO�VXUHO\�JLYH�
LW�WKHLU�EHVW�HYHU\�PHHW��

6WHYHQ�&KXQJ
Staff Writer

Crossin’ Em Up
�����/DFURVVH�LV�EDFN�ZLWK�DQ�DOO�QHZ�VHDVRQ��
QHZ� SOD\HUV�� QHZ� VWUDWHJLHV�� DQG� QHZ�
FRDFKHV�� /DFURVVH� KRSHV� WR� JR� IDU� WKLV�
\HDU� LQ� OHDJXH� DQG� ZLWK� WKHLU� GHGLFDWLRQ�
DQG� FRPPLWPHQW� WKH\� ZLOO� VXFFHHG��
9DUVLW\� SOD\HU�� &DPHURQ� 0F,OUDWK�� KDV�
EHHQ� SOD\LQJ� ODFURVVH� IRU� WZR� \HDUV� DQG�
ZDV� ¿UVW� LQWURGXFHG� WR� ODFURVVH� IURP� D�
IHZ� IULHQGV�ZKR� VXJJHVWHG�KH�SOD\��:KHQ�
DVNHG�DERXW�WKH�VHDVRQ�&DPHURQ�VDLG��³7KH�
KDUGHVW�WKLQJ�DERXW�ODFURVVH�LV�WKH�QRQ�VWRS�
UXQQLQJ�� EXW� WKH� EHVW� WKLQJ� DERXW� ODFURVVH�
LV� VFRULQJ� JRDOV� DQG� GHFOHDWLQJ� SHRSOH�´�
� /DFURVVH� LV� GLIIHUHQW� IURP� RWKHU�
VSRUWV� LQ� D� IHZ� ZD\V�� ODFURVVH� WDNHV�

D� ORW� RI� FRQFHQWUDWLRQ� DQG� \RX� KDYH�
WR� EH� SUHSDUHG� IRU� WKH� ORQJ� SUDFWLFH�
KRXUV�� PRVW� RI� ZKLFK� LQFOXGH� UXQQLQJ��
� � � $OO� WKH� ER\V� GLG� D� ORW� RI� FRQGLWLRQLQJ�
SUHSDULQJ� IRU� WKLV� VHDVRQ��ZLWK� ODVW� VHDVRQ�
HQGLQJ�QRW�WR�ZHOO��WKLV�VHDVRQ�WKH�ER\V�KRSH�
WR� UHGHHP� WKHPVHOYHV�� ³7KH� WHDP� LV� JUHDW��
ZH�DUH�DOZD\V�ORRNLQJ�RXW�IRU�HDFK�RWKHU�DQG�
DOO� JHW� DORQJ� SUHWW\� ZHOO�´� &DPHURQ� DGGV��
7KH� ER\V� JHW� LQWR� VKDSH� E\� UXQQLQJ� ��
PLOHV� HYHU\GD\�� ZRUNLQJ� RQ� WKURZLQJ� DQG�
FDWFKLQJ� WKH� EDOO� DQG� SOD\� DJDLQVW� HDFK�
RWKHU� GXULQJ� SUDFWLFH�� )LUVW� \HDU� ODFURVVH�
DQG�YDUVLW\�SOD\HU��'DQLHO�*RXOHW�VD\V�³7R�
SUHSDUH� IRU� WKLV� VHDVRQ� ,�ZHQW� WR� WKH� J\P�

DQG�UDQ�RQ�WKH�WUHDGPLOO�DQG�OLIWLQJ�ZHLJKWV�
DQG� DOVR� SUDFWLFHG� WKURZLQJ� DQG� FDWFKLQJ�
WKH�EDOO�´�/DFURVVH�LV�PRUH�WKDQ�MXVW�UXQQLQJ�
XS�DQG�GRZQ�WKH�¿HOG�WKRXJK��\RX�KDYH�WR�
ZHDU� KHDY\� JHDU� DQG� LQ� EHWZHHQ� SOD\LQJ�
WKH� JDPH� \RX� DUH� FRQVWDQWO\� JHWWLQJ� KLW��
� � �7KH�SOD\HUV�ORRN�IRUZDUG�WR�D�IXQ��KDUG�
ZRUNLQJ� VHDVRQ� WRJHWKHU�� 'DQLHO� DOVR�
VD\V� ³/DFURVVH� LV� YHU\� FKDOOHQJLQJ� DQG�
VRPHWLPHV�IUXVWUDWLQJ�EXW�P\�IDYRULWH�WKLQJ�
DERXW� LW� LV� EHLQJ� DEOH� WR� KLW� SHRSOH� ZKLOH�
JHWWLQJ�D�JUHDW�ZRUNRXW�´�7KH� WHDP�SOD\HG�
WKHLU� ¿UVW� JDPH� )HEUXDU\� ��� DJDLQVW� 3RLQW�
/RPD�� WKH� WHDP� ORVW� ����� 0DUFK� �VW� WKH�
WHDP� SOD\HG� DJDLQVW� 8QLYHUVLW\� &LW\�� WKH�

¿UVW�KDOI�KDG�D�IHZ�EXPS\�SDWFKHV�EXW�ZRQ�
�����,�QRWLFHG�WKDW�WKH\�WULHG�KDUG�HYHQ�DIWHU�
WKH\� JRW� VFRUHG� RQ� DQG�GLG� QRW� JLYH� XS�� LW�
ZDV�D�FORVH�JDPH�WKH�¿UVW�KDOI�DQG�WKH\�DOO�
WULHG�WKHLU�KDUGHVW��7KH�WHDP�KRSHV�WR�JR�IDU�
LQ� OHDJXH� DQG� KRSHIXOO\�PDNH� LW� LQWR� &,)��
:LWK� WKH� GHGLFDWLRQ� DQG� KDUG� ZRUNLQJ�
SUDFWLFLQJ�WKH�WHDP�ZLOO�JHW�IDU��*R�9DTXHURV��

2OLYH�5REOHV
Staff Writer



League Champs 
at CIF

(YHU\� VSRUWV� VHDVRQ��(O�&DS�QHYHU�GLV�
DSSRLQWV�PH��2XU�VFKRRO�KDV� WHUUL¿�F�VSRUWV�
SURJUDPV�DQG�WKLV�\HDU�ZH�DUH�OXFN\�WR�KDYH�
QRW�RQH��EXW�WKUHH�ZLQWHU�VSRUWV�WR�PDNH�LW�WR�
&,)��7KHVH�VSRUWV�LQFOXGH�JLUOV�VRFFHU��JLUOV�
ZDWHU�SROR��DQG�ZUHVWOLQJ��

Girls soccer:�7KLV�VHDVRQ��*LUOV�VRFFHU�
KDG�DQ�RYHUDOO�UHFRUG�RI��������DQG�ZHQW�����
LQ�OHDJXH��7KHLU�FRDFK�LV�3DROR�/DQGLQL�DQG�
WKHLU� WHDP�FDSWDLQ� LV�0LUDQGD�)LVKHU��µ�����
0LUDQGD�VD\V�KHU�IDYRULWH�SDUW�DERXW�VRFFHU�
LV�³XVLQJ�P\�VSHHG�DQG�VNLOOV�WR�FRQWULEXWH�WR�
D�SHUIHFW�SOD\�´�³0DNLQJ�LW�WR�&,)�LV�DOZD\V�
DQ�DFFRPSOLVKPHQW��:H�ZRUNHG�UHDOO\�KDUG�
WR�DFFRPSOLVK� WKLV�DQG� LW� IHHOV�JRRG�´�VD\V�
0LUDQGD�)LVKHU��(O�&DSLWDQ�+LJK�6FKRRO�LV�
UDQNHG����WK�LQ�WKH�VWDWH��$OWKRXJK�ZH�ZLOO�
ORVH� VRPH� RI� RXU� JUHDW� SOD\HUV� QH[W� \HDU��
JRRG�WKLQJV�DUH�LQ�VWRUH�IRU�*LUOV¶�6RFFHU�

Girls water polo: 7KLV� VHDVRQ� WKH�
WHDP�ZHQW�������RYHUDOO�DQG�����LQ� OHDJXH�
IRU� WKH� VHFRQG� \HDU� LQ� D� URZ�� 7KLV� \HDUV�
WHDP� FDSWDLQV� DUH� -HQQD� 3RUWHU� DQG�7ULVKD�
:HEVWHU��DQG�WKHLU�&RDFK�LV�5RELQ�6DQFKH]��

%ODLVH�2ZHQ� �µ���� VD\V� WKDW� ´� ,� DP� SURXG�
RI�P\� WHDP�IRU�ZRUNLQJ�KDUG� WR�ZKHUH�ZH�
QHHGHG�WR�JR�´�7KH\�PDGH�LW� WR�WKH�VHFRQG�
URXQG�RI�&,)��+RSHIXOO\�QH[W�\HDU��WKH\�FDQ�
KDYH�WKH�VDPH�OXFN�
     

Boys Wrestling:� 7KHLU� FRDFK� LV�
+HQU\�%ODFNZRRG��7KH\�ZHQW�����DQG�ZHUH�
OHDJXH�FKDPSV��7KLV� LV�UDUH�EHFDXVH�WKLV� LV�
RQH� RI� WKH� ¿�UVW� WLPHV�:UHVWOLQJ� KDV� EHHQ�
OHDJXH� FKDPSV�� -XVWLQ� 'XJJLH� �µ���� VD\V�
WKDW�KLV�IDYRULWH�SDUW�RI�ZUHVWOLQJ�LV��³KDQJ�
LQJ� RXW� ZLWK� P\� IULHQGV� DQG� WUDYHOLQJ� WR�
YDULRXV�SODFHV�´�

7KLV� KDV� EHHQ� D� YHU\� VXFFHVVIXO�ZLQWHU�
IRU� DOO� VSRUWV� DQG� KRSHIXOO\� HYHU\RQH� ZLOO�
KDYH�WKH�VDPH�OXFN�QH[W�\HDU���

,Q� WKH� IRRWEDOO� ZRUOG�� � PDVFXOLQH� DWKOHWHV�
IURP� DOO� RYHU��� WKRVH� ZKR� HPHUJH� IURP�
SRYHUW\�VWULFNHQ�KRXVHKROGV��WR�RWKHUV�ZKR�
DUH� UDLVHG� LQ� UDWKHU� ZHDOWK\� KRPHV��� MRLQ�
WRJHWKHU�WR�VKDUH�D�SDVVLRQ��ZKLFK�LV�IRRWEDOO��
1HYHUWKHOHVV�� PDQ\� IRRWEDOO� SOD\HUV��
DOWKRXJK� IURP�GLIIHUHQW�EDFNJURXQGV� VKDUH�
WKH�VDPH�ORYH��+RZHYHU��WKHUH�LV�D�SURPLQHQW�
UDFH�WKDW�PDQ\��IRRWEDOO�IDQ�RU�QRW��EHOLHYH�
DUH� EUHG� WR� EHFRPH� DWKOHWHV��7KH� UDFH� WKDW�
LV����WLPHV�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�SOD\�IRRWEDOO�WKDQ�
RWKHU�DPHULFDQV��6DPRDQV��
� � 6DPRD� LV� VHSDUDWHG� LQWR� WZR� LVODQGV�
RI� URXJKO\� ������� SHRSOH�� $OWKRXJK�
GHPRJUDSKLFDOO\� RXWQXPEHUHG�� HYHU\� \HDU�
PRUH� DQG� PRUH� SOD\HUV� DUH� GUDIWHG� DQG�
UHDFK�VXFFHVV�WKURXJK�WKLV�JDPH���:KHWKHU�
IURP�$PHULFDQ� 6DPRD� RU�:HVWHUQ� 6DPRD��

+DYH� \RX� HYHU� ZRQGHUHG� ZKDW� LV� WKH�
PRVW� GDQJHURXV� VSRUW"� $QG� LI� \RX� KDYH��
\RX� SUREDEO\� DVVXPH� LW¶V� VRPHWKLQJ� OLNH�
IRRWEDOO� RU� UXJE\�� %XW�� LI� ZH� LQFOXGH� WKH�
HQWLUHW\� RI� VSRUWV�� WKHUH� DUH� D� PDVVLYH�
QXPEHU�RI�VSRUWV�\RX�SUREDEO\�KDYHQ¶W�HYHQ�
KHDUG� RI�� 'LG� \RX� NQRZ� WKHUH� LV� D� VSRUW�
FDOOHG� KHOL�VNLLQJ"� � 3HRSOH� DFWXDOO\� WDNH�
D� KHOLFRSWHU� WR� PRXQWDLQV� VR� UXJJHG� LW¶V�
GHHPHG�LQDFFHVVLEOH�E\�ODQG�WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ��
DQG� VNL� GRZQ� WKHP��7KHUH� DUH� VRPH� FUD]\�
WKULOO� VHHNHUV� RXW� WKHUH� WKDW� ZLOO� GR� VRPH�
RI� WKH�PRVW� LQVDQH�WKLQJV�IRU� WKH�UXVK��%XW�
HQRXJK�SURFUDVWLQDWLRQ��OHWV�JHW�WR�WKH�PRVW�
GDQJHURXV�VSRUW�RI�DOO��EDVH�MXPSLQJ�
�����<RX�PLJKW�KDYH�KHDUG�RI�WKH�VSRUW�EHIRUH��
DQG�LI�\RX�KDYHQ¶W�\RX�ZLOO�VRRQ��(VVHQWLDOO\�
EDVH� MXPSLQJ� LV� OLNH� VN\GLYLQJ� H[FHSW� WKH�
ORFDWLRQ� LV�PRUH� GLYHUVH�ZKHQ� LW� FRPHV� WR�
EDVH� MXPSLQJ��7KH�ZRUG�%$6(� LV� DFWXDOO\�
DQ� DEEUHYLDWLRQ� IRU� %XLOGLQJ�� $QWHQQD��
6SDQ��DQG�(DUWK��$QG�DV�\RX�PLJKW�DVVXPH�
WKHVH�DUH�WKH�SODFHV�LQ�ZKLFK�PXFK�RI�%$6(�
MXPSLQJ�WDNHV�SODFH�
� � � 7R� IXOO\� FRPSUHKHQG� WKH� H[SHULHQFH� RI�
%$6(�MXPSLQJ��SXW�\RXUVHOI�LQ�D�VFHQDULR�LQ�
ZKLFK�\RX�DUH� LQ�D� ODUJH�EXLOGLQJ�JODQFLQJ�
RYHU� WKH�HGJH��7KLV�PLJKW�JLYH�\RX�D�FKLOO�
RU�VFDUH�\RX�D�OLWWOH��EXW�LPDJLQH�WKDW�WKLUW\�
IRRW�EXLOGLQJ�PXOWLSOLHG�E\�D�KXQGUHG��DQG�
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FRDFKHV� IURP� DOPRVW�
HYHU\ZKHUH� NQRZ� RI�
WKH� DELOLW\� DQG� WKH�
KLJK� GHPDQG� IRU� WKHVH�
EXOOGR]HUV��
� � 6DPRDQV� ZHUH� RQFH�
NQRZQ� DV� VDYDJH�
ZDUULRUV�ZKR�SUDFWLFHG�
FDQQLEDOLVP��1RZ�WKH\�
WDNH� WKHLU� DJJUHVVLRQV�
RXW� RQ� WKH� IRRWEDOO�
¿�HOG�� LQ� ZKLFK� VRPH�
VD\� 6DPRDQV� ZHUH�
EXLOW� HVSHFLDOO\� IRU�
IRRWEDOO�� 7KH\� DUH�
QDWXUDOO\� ELJ�ERQHG��
DQG� WKH\� H[SHULHQFH� D�
GLVFLSOLQHG� XSEULQJLQJ�
ZKLFK�HPSKDVL]HV�WKHLU�
OR\DOW\� DQG� ZLUHV� WKHP� IRU� WHDP� FRQWDFW�
VSRUWV��7KH�OR\DOW\�WKH\�EULQJ�IRUWK�WR�WKHLU�
FRDFKHV� DQG� IHOORZ� WHDPPDWHV� HPSKDVL]HV�
DQG�VWUHQJWKHQV��WKH�WHDP�DPELDQFH���7KHVH�

LQVWHDG�RI� VWDQGLQJ�EHKLQG�D� VHFXUH� UDLOLQJ�
\RX¶UH� SOXPPHWLQJ� RII� WKH� OHGJH�
ZLWK�QRWKLQJ�EXW�D�SDUDFKXWH�
� � � �7R�DGG�HYHQ�PRUH�VWUHVV� WR� WKLV�
VFHQDULR�� LPDJLQH� IUHH� IDOOLQJ�
KXQGUHGV� RI� IHHW� DW� VSHHGV� PRVW�
FDUV� GRQ¶W� HYHU� DFKLHYH�� )UHH�
IDOOLQJ� KXQGUHGV� RI� IHHW� LVQ¶W� HYHQ�
WKH� VWUHVVIXO� SDUW�� RQH� RI� WKH� PRVW�
VWUHVVIXO� SDUWV� RI� %$6(� MXPSLQJ�
LV�KDYLQJ� WR�SXOO� WKH�SDUDFKXWH�DW�D�
FRUUHFW�DOWLWXGH�RU�WKH�FKDQFHV�RI�\RX�
G\LQJ� DUH� VLJQL¿�FDQWO\� JUHDWHU� E\�
HDFK�VHFRQG�WKDW�JRHV�E\��$QG�HYHQ�
LI� \RX�PDNH� D� FOHDQ� MXPS�ZLWK� QR�
DEQRUPDOLWLHV��WKH�ZLQG�FRXOG�HDVLO\�
VODP� \RX� LQWR� WKH� REMHFW� KXQGUHGV�
RI� IHHW� LQ� WKH� DLU� WKDW� \RX¶YH� MXVW�
GHFLGHG�WR�MXPS�RII�RI��� �
� � � � � (VVHQWLDOO\�� WKDW¶V�ZKDW�PDNHV�
EDVH�MXPSLQJ� WKH� PRVW� GDQJHURXV�
VSRUWV�� EXW� LI� \RX� DUH� VWLOO� QRW�
FRQYLQFHG�� OHW¶V� WDON� VWDWLVWLFV��
$QQXDOO\��DURXQG����SHRSOH�GLH�IURP�
EDVH�MXPSLQJ�� DV� UHSRUWHG� E\� 7KH�
,QWHUQDWLRQDO� 352� %$6(� &LUFXLW��
(YHQ� ZKHQ� FRPSDUHG� WR� RWKHU�
GDQJHURXV� VSRUWV�� VXFK� DV� IRRWEDOO��
ZKLFK�DPRXQWV�WR����DQQXDO�GHDWKV�
D� \HDU�� EDVH�MXPSLQJ� VWLOO� KDV�
VHYHUDO�PRUH� IDWDOLWLHV� LQYROYHG�� ,Q�
FRQFOXVLRQ�� IRU� WKRVH� ZKR� UHDOO\�
ZDQW�WR�KDYH�D�KRUUL¿�FDOO\�GHOLJKWIXO�
WLPH��EDVH�MXPSLQJ�LV�WKH�ZD\�WR�JR�

Samoans Wanted.
7DOL�/HWRL�
Sports Editor

³JHQWOH� JLDQWV´��
DUH� NQRZQ� WR� EH�
UHVSHFWIXO�� ELJ�
KHDUWHG�DQG�IDPLO\�
RULHQWHG��
� � )RU� PDQ\� EDFN�
RQ� WKH� LVODQG��
IRRWEDOO� LV� WKHLU�
µPHDO�WLFNHW¶�WR�JHW�
RII� RI� WKH� LVODQG��
0LNH� ,XSDWL� FDQ�
DWWHVW�WR�WKDW�DORQJ�
ZLWK�VR�PDQ\�RWKHU�
DWKOHWHV� EHIRUH�
KLP� DQG� HYHQ�
QRZ�� %DFN� RQ� WKH�
URFN�� WKH� FKLOGUHQ�
DUH� UHTXLUHG� WR�
GR� PDQ\� GDLO\�

FKRUHV�WKDW�DUH�FDOOHG��³IHDXV´�LQ�ZKLFK�FDQ�
LQFOXGH�DQ\�GDLO\�DPHULFDQ�FKRUH�DV�ODXGU\�
RU� FOHDQLQJ� WKH� KRXVH�� EXW� PDQ\� OHDUQ� WR�
FRRN��FOHDQ�DQG�FDWHU�WR�WKHLU�HOGHUV�DW�D�YHU\�

\RXQJ�DJH��-XVW�IURP�WKLV�DFW��WKH\�DUH�UDLVHG�
WR�EH�UHVSHFWIXO�DQG�UHVSRQVLEOH��
7KLV� GRHV� QRW� VLQJOH� RXW� 6DPRDQ� DWKOHWHV�
IURP�MXVW�WKH�LVODQG�WR�EH�VXFFHVVIXO��LQ�IDFW�
WKH\� DUH� DW� VRPHZKDW� RI� D� GLVDGYDQWDJH�
FRPSDUHG�WR�6DPRDQV�ERUQ�DQG�RU�UDLVHG�LQ�
WKH�VWDWHV��+RZHYHU��DV�WLPH�JRHV�RQ��PRUH�
DQG�PRUH�FRDFKHV�ORRN�WR�WKH�LVODQGV�WR�VHH�
WKH� SRWHQWLDO� WKHVH� \RXQJ�SHRSOH� KDYH� DQG�
DGPLUH� WKH� GHGLFDWLRQ� DQG� SRWHQWLDO� WKH\�
KROG��
�����0DQ\�RI�P\�ER\�FRXVLQV�ZHUH�WKURZQ�LQWR�
IRRWEDOO�DW�D�\RXQJ�DJH�EHOLHYLQJ�LQ�WKH�)D¶D�
6DPRD�OLIHVW\OH��ZKLFK�LV�³2XU�SDUHQWV�WDNH�
JRRG�FDUH�RI�XV�ZKHQ�ZH¶UH� OLWWOH��$QG�ZH�
WDNH�JRRG�FDUH�RI�WKHP�ZKHQ�ZH¶UH�ROGHU´��
6DPRDQ� DWKOHWHV� ZKHWKHU� LQ� SRS� ZDUQHU��
FROOHJLDWH�RU�SURIHVVLRQDO�OHDJXHV�VWLOO�FDUU\�
WKLV�WUDGLWLRQDO�FRQFHSW�WKDW�IXHOV�WKHLU�¿�UH�WR�
FRPSHWH�DQG�SURVSHU��

*UHJ�0DUWLURVLDQ
Staff Writer

-DPHV�6WHYHQV
Staff Writer



Who Rules 
the World?
....GIRLS!

GIRLS: a quirky, ridiculous comedy-
drama created by, starring and produced 
by Lena Duhnam. The HBO series follows 
the life of spunky 20-something  and 
aspiring novelist Hannah Horvath (Lena 
Duhnam) and her offbeat clique as they 
romp through the streets of Brooklyn. 

The pilot, which premiered April 15th, 
������EHJLQV�ZLWK�+DQQDK�EHLQJ�¿�QDQFLDOO\�
cut off by her parents who claim that they 
cannot support her “groovy lifestyle.” This 
GHFLVLRQ� ODXQFKHV� WKH� VHULHV�KHDG�¿�UVW� LQWR�
Hannah’s life of perpetual uncertainty. 
We’re then introduced to each one of 
Hannah’s cohorts: Marnie, Hannah’s best 
friend who’s desperate for affection, but 
¿�QGV� KHUVHOI� LQFUHDVLQJO\� KRUUL¿�HG� E\� KHU�
boyfriends ardent love for her; Shoshanna, 
the overwhelmingly bubbly and long-
winded one; Jessa, Shoshanna’s sarcastic 
British bohemian cousin, whom returns 
to New York for emotional support due to 
a pregnancy scare; and Adam, Hannah’s 
domineering love interest who openly 
treats her heart like “monkey meat.” 
Through the show, viewers confront an 
AIDS scare, a surprise wedding party, 
FUHHS\�ERVVHV�DQG�FRXQWOHVV�IUXLWOHVV�À�LQJV��

Despite being known as Sex and the 
City’s awkward little sister GIRLS is fresh 
and raw and honest. But despite winning 
Best Television Series and Outstanding 
Casting for a Comedy the series has been 
XQGHU� VRPH� VHULRXV� ¿�UH� IURP� FULWLFV� IRU�
failing to diversify its cast both ethnically 
DQG� ¿�QDQFLDOO\�� $SSDUHQWO\� QRERG\� ZDQWV�
to sit and watch “rich, privileged white 
girls” moan about their problems for a half 
hour (except me). What instantaneously 
drew me to GIRLS was its gawky 
sincerity. As Dustin Rowles superbly put 
it, “Being a woman is messy f****** 
business...Dunham is holding that mess 
up and rubbing it in our faces, forcing us 
to come to terms with the insecurities, 
inadequacies, anxieties and unpleasantness 
often associated with being a woman.”

Hailey Smith
Staff Writer

ABC’sModern Family, starring Ed 
O’Neill, Jesse Tyler Ferguson, and many 
RWKHUV�� LV� D� FRPHG\� WKDW� ZDV� ¿�UVW� DLUHG�
on ABC on September 23, 2009. It has 
received outstanding ratings from critics; 
Entertainment Weekly gave the show an 
A- and from then on the number of viewers 
has skyrocketed. Yet by the third season, 
viewers and critics were less than impressed.

In all honesty, I think Modern Family 
is the greatest thing that’s happened to 
television since the debut of The Big Bang 
Theory in 2007. The show incorporates 
humor while remembering family values 
and providing viewers with moral dilemmas 
that have positive outcomes. The diversity 
in the series proves that although family 
members have very different views and 
lives, they can always come together at 
the end of the day and have a good time. 

Currently on season 4, Modern Family 

 Masterpiece
is completely amazing. The Dunphy family 
continues to struggle with their eldest 
daughter and son’s mischievous behavior, 
in addition to their youngest daughter’s 
aversion to most people at her school and in 
her age group. The Pritchett-Delgato family 
is awaiting the arrival of Gloria’s second 
child and emotions are running high. The 
Tucker-Pritchett couple are continuing to 
raise their adopted daughter while managing 
their insanely hectic lives. The hardest part 
about keeping up with Modern Family 
is understanding the family relations. 
Something to remember: everyone is a 
relative of Jay Pritchett. Jay is married to 
Gloria Delgato, a much younger woman 
with one son, Manny. Claire Dunphy and 
Mitchell Pritchett are both Jay’s children; 

Claire with three children, Alex, Haley, and 
Luke Dunphy, and Mitchell with one, Lily 
Tucker-Pritchett. Phil Dunphy is Claire’s 
husband and the father of the three kids, 
while Cameron Tucker is Mitchell’s partner 
and second father to their adopted daughter. 

Overall, Modern Family is a show 
which is both fun to watch and a series to 
learn from. Each character goes through 
SUREOHPV�WKDW�OHDG�WR�PRUDOV�\RX�FDQ¶W�¿�QG�
anywhere else. If you like a good sitcom, 
Modern Family� LV� GH¿�QLWHO\� DQ� DPD]LQJ�

show to try watching. 

Brenna Keas
Staff Writer

Harlem native A$AP Rocky has achieved success with his debut studio album LONG. LIVE. A$AP, the highly anticipated 
album made its release January 15th and it is worthy of  its praise. The album has the charisma that A$AP brings to everything he 
FUHDWHV��WKH�NLQG�WKDW�IDQV�KDYH�WLJKWO\�ODWFKHG�RQWR��+LV�¿�UVW�PL[WDSH�Live. Love. A$AP built him a huge underground following, 
making Harlem proud; Rocky established his style as an artist through this mixtape and had fans wanting more. In LONG. 
LIVE. A$AP�5RFN\�VWHSV�XS�KLV�JDPH�WR�WKH�QH[W�OHYHO��WKH�DOEXP�LV�EROG�DQG�SRZHUIXO��,Q�P\�RSLQLRQ�KH�KDV�SHUIHFWHG�KLV�¿�UVW�
album from the killer features to the innovative producing, LONG. LIVE. A$AP�LV�D�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�WUDFNV�RI�$�$3�DW�KLV�¿�QHVW�

The title track opens the album,  pounding over a 
heavy beat produced by Jim Jonsin and Rico Love. Rocky 
displays his ability to adapt WR� WKH� EHDW� À�DZOHVVO\�� DQG� � KH�
remains collected through the chorus in which he’s hazily 
singing.  The 90’s inspired track produced by Hit-Boy “1 
Train” features some of the best upcoming hip-hop artists in 
the game right now: Joey Bada$$, Danny Brown,  Kendrick, 
Yelawolf, Big K.R.I.T and Action Bronson going H.A.M.  
This track hits as hard as the MC’s who grace it, “1 Train” 
is in the works of becoming legendary. These are two of my 
favorites off the album, along with “Ghetto Symphony” 
featuring Gunplay and ASAP Ferg. The beat alone is 
perfection, all three rappers contribute to killing this track. 
Maybe it’s just the love for fashion I have, but “Fashion Killa” 
KDV� WR� EH� LQ� P\� WRS� ¿�YH� favorite--in this track Rocky talks 
about his love for fashion, and women who appreciate it the 
way he does. Naming some of the most prestigious fashion 
designers in the world, it may be surprising to know that 
A$AP Rocky is a trend setter in the world of hip-hop and 
wears nothing but the best brands straight off the runway. 
Always reminding the media that criticism doesn’t phase him, he’s just in love with fashion and his wardrobe completely 
UHÀ�HFWV�WKDW��³3KRHQL[´�LV�D�WUDFN�ZLWK�GHSWK��LQ�ZKLFK�5RFN\�GLVFXVVHV�KRZ�KH�KDV�EHHQ�VXLFLGDO��UHPLQLVFLQJ�RQ�WKH�GHDWKV�
of famous stars who (in his eyes)  have died due to the media’s judging and negatively portraying them: “Michael Jackson 
even pass cause you scrutinize”, “Bloody ink on my pen spelled suicide/Kurt Cobain even died cause you scrutinize.” 
Rocky closes the album with self produced track “Suddenly,” which may be A$AP’s greatest artistic statement off the 
DOEXP��,W�SOD\V�OLNH�D�À�RZ�RI�KLV�PHPRLU��ZRYHQ�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�WUDFN�DUH�PRPHQWV�IURP�KLV�\RXWK�JURZLQJ�XS�LQ�SRYHUW\�
in Harlem. He vividly describes his remembered surroundings, “ Roaches on the wall/roaches on the dresser,” “Fish fries 
and shootouts, like one Sig with two rounds.” At the end of the track he realizes he’s suddenly comfortable with all the 

fame and money, given where he came from. He seems dumbfounded that just yesterday he was struggling with his 
IDPLO\�LQ�SRYHUW\�LQ�D�WLQ\�DSDUWPHQW�DQG�QRZ�KH�KDV�WKH�ZRUOG�DW�KLV�¿�QJHUWLSV��7KURXJK�WKLV�VRQJ��,�WKLQN�$�$3¶V�
WU\LQJ�WR�UHOD\�WR�KLV�DXGLHQFH�WKDW�KH¶V�VWD\LQJ�KXPEOH�DQG�QRW�WDNLQJ�DQ\WKLQJ�IRU�JUDQWHG��$�$3�5RFN\¶V�¿�UVW�DOEXP�
is truly making its imprint on hip-hop, making Harlem proud, A$AP is not stopping until he is a hip-hop legend. 
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Autum Rodriguez
Entertainment Editor



So I went to see Django Unchained 
with my dad last weekend. The newest 
¿�OP� E\� 4XHQWLQ� 7DUDQWLQR� �NQRZQ� IRU�
KLV� IDPRXV� VQDUN\� GUDPDWLF� ¿�OPV� VXFK� DV�
Reservoir Dogs, Pulp Fiction, Kill Bill 
(Volumes 1 and 2) and Inglorious Basterds) 
7DUDQWLQR¶V�QHZHVW�¿�OP�LV�D�UHYHQJH�IDQWDV\�
of tremendous proportions.  It follows 
Django, played by Jamie Foxx (known 
for his Oscar winning performance as Ray 
Charles), an African slave in the south a few 
years prior to the Civil War.  Along comes 
Dr. Schultz, played by Christoph Waltz, yet 
another contender who won an Academy 
$ZDUG� IRU� KLV� SRUWUD\DO� RI� D� 1D]L� RI¿�FLDO�
in Tarantino’s classic Inglorious Basterds. 
Schultz, a retired dentist-now-bounty-
hunter, needs Django to identify the next 
slew of bounties he needs to track down.  

Warning: Spoilers Ahead  
This new movie is sure to be a timeless 

classic, loved by all for the dark comedy 
at its roots (Get it? Roots?) Its spaghetti 
western theme and style parodies the 
movies of Eastwood’s early days and shows 
that these movies can be brought back and 
have an audience.  Dr. Schultz despises 
slavery, and offers Django his freedom if 
he helps with the bounties.  Once Django 
becomes free he decides to partner up 
with Schultz and becomes a bounty hunter 
DV� ZHOO�� SODQQLQJ� WR� ¿�QG� DQG� UHVFXH� KLV�
wife, Broomhilda, wherever she may be.  
+H� HYHQWXDOO\� ¿�QGV� RXW� VKH� LV� RZQHG� E\�
plantation owner Calvin Candie (Leonardo 

Les Miserables is a novel that was 
turned into a play, which was later turned 
LQWR� D� PRYLH�� 7KLV� ¿�FWLRQDO� QRYHO� ZDV�
originally written by Victor Hugo, and 
the most recent movie is directed by 
Tom Hooper. This novel was a bestseller 
LQ� WKH� ��WK� FHQWXU\� DQG� WKH� ODWHVW� ¿�OP�
DGDSWDWLRQ� LV� D� EHVWVHOOHU� LQ� WKH� ER[�RI¿�FH�

The story takes place in the early 
1800’s in France, following the French 
Revolution. The main 
character, prisoner 
24601, also known as 
Jean Valjean (Hugh 
Jackman) is released 
after 19 years in prison 
for simply stealing a 
mouthful of bread; when 
he breaks his parole, he 
is hunted by policeman 
Javert (Russell Crowe). 

Fantine (Anne 
Hathaway) is a hard 
working mother trying 
to make a living when 
VKH�LV�¿�UHG�IURP�KHU�MRE�
and is forced to become 
a prostitute. Fantine is 
portrayed as beautiful, 
but is later forced to 
sell her hair and loses 
a lot of weight because 
of lack of nutrition. 
Anne Hathaway went 
through a lot of changes 
WR� SRUWUD\� WKLV� GLI¿�FXOW�
role. When Fantine gets 
very sick and dies, her 
daughter Cosette (later 
played by Amanda 
Seyfried) is left with some innkeepers, Mr. 
and Mrs. Thenardier (Sacha Baron Cohen and 
Helena Bonham Carter). These innkeepers 
are comical scam artists who use their 
children to con people. Jean Valjean pays to be 
Cosette’s guardian and they both live on the 
run from Javert. Marius (Eddie Redmayne) 
is the leader of the revolutionaries. He 
sees Cosette in the street one day and falls 
instantly in love. Jean Valjean is aware of 
their desire and will do anything to protect 
him in battle, so one day they can marry. 

This movie is a musical, with a 
majority of the lines being delivered in 
song. One cool thing about this movie is 
WKDW� DOO� WKH� VLQJLQJ� ZDV� ¿�OPHG� OLYH�� 7KH�
actors had to sing on the spot and could not 
lipsync, and surprisingly the singing still 
sounds good. Although the singing skills 
of every actor are not equal, the storyline is 
very close to the plot of the book and play

This is personally my favorite 

play, and now is one of my favorite 
movies. I recommend this movie to all 
people who are interested in romantic, 
political, historical and war movies. This 
movie will change the way you look 
at the history of revolution in France.

A Dream on 

This is personally my favorite 1800’s in France, following the French This is personally my favorite 

Cole Rice
Staff Writer

The Screen

DiCaprio), a man of such high class and 
stature that he masks his cruelty to his 
VODYHV��+H�HYHQ�KDV� VRPH�RI� WKHP�¿�JKW� WR�
the death, which is referred to as Mandingo 
¿�JKWLQJ���'MDQJR�DQG�6FKXOW]�GHFLGH�WR�SRVH�
DV�EX\HUV�RI�D�0DQGLQJR�¿�JKWHU�LQ�RUGHU�WR�
reach Broomhilda and rescue her.  Schultz 
RIIHUV��������GROODUV�IRU�D�0DQGLQJR�¿�JKWHU��
adding that he wants to buy Broomhilda 
EHFDXVH�RI�KHU�À�XHQF\�LQ�*HUPDQ���6WHSKHQ�
(Samuel L. Jackson), a black house slave 
ZKR� LV� UDFLVW� WRZDUG�KLV�RZQ�SHRSOH��¿�QGV�
the faults of this deal and alerts Candie, 
who demands payment to save the life of 
Broomhilda.  Schultz reluctantly hands over 
the money, and the plot continues from there.  

This movie contains memorable 
dialogue as well as jaw dropping 
cinematography that will glue your eyes 
to the screen.  Django Unchained received 
an 89% review on Rotten Tomatoes, 
and a score of 81 on metacritic, making 
this movie an all around crowd pleaser.  
Although it follows plot lines that are 
YHU\� VLPLODU� WR� 7DUDQWLQR¶V� SUHYLRXV� ¿�OPV��
it deserves to be treated separately and 
celebrated in its own right.  I completely 
HQMR\HG� WKLV� ¿�OP�� DQG� KRSH� HYHU\RQH� FDQ�
see it and make the choice for themselves.

The tarantino
Unchained 

Leif Corbeil
Staff Writer



Seeking Great Perhaps
Cold, rainy days are perfect days 

WR� FXGGOH� XS� QH[W� WR� WKH� ¿�UH� DQG� UHDG�
a good book, and that’s exactly what I 
did when I decided to read Looking for 
Alaska by John Green. This suspenseful 
book sent shivers up my spine and kept 
me wanting more after I was through. 

Looking for Alaska is the story of Miles 
Harper, an outcast who is obsessed with last 
words of famous people before they pass 
away. Miles chooses to attend Culver Creek 
Boarding--a high school in Alabama--to 
seek a higher education. While he is there, 
his life becomes the opposite of safe. When 
he arrives, he meets his roommate, Chip, 
nicknamed the Colonel, and his friends, 
including a girl named Alaska Young who 
is clever, young, mysterious, dead sexy 
and utterly fascinating. Miles, who the 
Colonel ironically nicknames Pudge, gets 
swept into a world of secrets, smoking, 
drinking and mischief. Miles is glad to have 
a group of loyal friends even though they 
all have their own different personalities. 

As he begins his new life at the 
boarding school he falls for Alaska while she 
pulls Miles into her labyrinth and steals his 
heart. The novel ZDV�¿�UVW�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�������
winning the 2006 Michael L. Printz award 
and many other awards. John Green has 
released numerous books since, including 
The Fault in Our Stars and Paper Towns, 
both novels I recommend checking out. I 

ZDV�¿�UVW� LQWURGXFHG� WR�Looking for Alaska 
while wandering on a blogging website, it 
had plenty good reviews and so I decided 
to read it. While reading it, I felt as if I were 
part of the novel. Half way through the story 
readers witness a dramatic twist (which in 
my opinion is the best part); Green writes so 
you are captured by the characters and feel 
as if you know them yourself. Even before 
the dramatic twist, the book is a page-turner. 
This is a great book for all audiences,  and 
I highly recommend reading it. John Green 
wrote this novel after the tragic 9/11.  He 
wanted the novel to be a chronicle of how 
we, without realizing, are counting down 
to historical events in our lives; it is a 
reminder that time is very important in 
the world we live in today. Although the 
book is not based off of a true story, the 
characters were inspired by real people 
Green has met. In the novel Miles is always 
quoting famous last words; Green shares the 
obsession with famous last words. I give 
this book a big thumbs up and recommend 
you all go out and read it. Pick it up next 
time you want to be thrilled to the max. 

Olive Robles
Staff Writer

Nicholas Sparks is a name as common 
as Apple or Ford, but rather than being a 
label name, he’s the most commonly known 
romance novelist. He has written seventeen 
books, and of those, Safe Haven is Sparks’ 
HLJKWK�PRYLH�SURGXFWLRQ���2WKHU��¿�OPV�EDVHG�
on his novels include The Notebook, A Walk to 
Remember, The Lucky One, and Dear John. 

The thrilling romance novel, Safe 
Haven, is hitting the big screen on February 
14, for a Valentine’s Day premiere. Movie 
stars Julianne Hough and Josh Duhamel 
play the main characters Katie and Alex, 
along with co-stars Cobie Smulders and 
David Lyons (who play the roles of Jo and 
Kevin). Lasse Hallström is the director 
of this #1 New York Times Best Seller, 
producing the book on the big screen only 
three years after the novel was published. 

7KH�XSFRPLQJ�¿�OP�LV�DERXW�D�ZRPDQ�

named Katie Feldman, who arrives in 
a small town named Southport, North 
Carolina. Katie had no intentions on putting 
down roots, instead she had planned to 
keep her guard up and her past hidden. 
A new start; that’s what she was planning 
for. Not to form personal ties with her 
outspoken neighbor Jo, and a relationship 
with widowed storekeeper Alex and his two 
children, Josh and Kristen. As she starts to 
VHWWOH�LQ�D�WRZQ�VKH�WKLQNV�LV�¿�QDOO\�VDIH��KHU�
past comes searching for her. Her new found 
love is startled by her dark secret, only to 
¿�QG� RXW� ZKDW� KHU� UHDO� ³6DIH� +DYHQ´� LV�

 
 

Sparks on the Screen

Mallory Havens
Staff Writer

In July 2012, a highly contagious 
disease originating from South Korea began 
spreading all over the world. It is infecting 
millions of people daily and is predicted 
by many netizens and pop culture analysts 
to soon take America by storm. Using the 
Internet as its medium for global dominance, 
the infectious disease of Korean popular 
music–K-Pop, as it is more commonly 
known--is taking the world by storm.

K-Pop is a genre that blends dance, 
electronic, hip-hop and contemporary R&B 
music with Western-pop to create a sound 
that is distinctively Eastern in origin. It is 
predominantly characterized by catchy 
beats, colorful, eye-popping visuals and 
expertly executed choreography. The most 
appealing feature of K-Pop, however, is 
not the physically attractive idols that 

constitute a majority of the genre, but the 
song lyrics that make absolutely no sense 
whatsoever. Compared to the lyrics to the 
most absurd Western-pop song, the lyrics 
of a Korean pop song sound as though 
they were written in another language–
gibberish: (“Naje-neun ttasaroun inkanjeo-
gin yeoja. Keopi hanjanye yeoyureuraneun 
pumkyeok i-nneun yeoja”).  Nonetheless, 
I will admit that K-Pop--and more 
VSHFL¿�FDOO\� WKH� ER\� EDQGV� 6+,1HH� DQG�
BigBang, whose music and image make 
me feel as though I were an independent 
DQG�¿�HUFHO\�FKDULVPDWLF�EDG�ER\��VWDQGV�DV�
one of my biggest guilty pleasures to date.

K-Pop was unexpectedly introduced 
into American pop culture during the 
summer of 2012 when a portly Korean 
rapper  called PSY achieved international 
fame with his hit song “Gangnam Style.”  
Since then, Americans have become more 
aware of K-Pop and Korean culture in 
general; how can they not be when the 
song is being played constantly on the 
radio and the music video streams nonstop 
on the Internet? As a fan of K-Pop prior to 

the song’s release, for a while, I enjoyed 
it quite a bit. However, after hearing the 
song played many times on the radio and 
seeing the music video all over the Internet 
and news, I began to get tired of the song 
to the point where literally I want to puke 
my guts out the second I hear the beat drop.

Now that the “Gangnam Style” fad has 
come to a close, Americans have come to 
believe that PSY holds the titles of “K-Pop 
King” and “The Inventor of K-Pop” because 
of the popularity of his music video and the 
extreme culture shock it bought to a large 
foreign audience. In reality, Korean pop 
has been present in the American market 
since the late 2000’s and a viral trend on 
YouTube since the start of the decade. 
However, at the time, America as a whole 
wasn’t very culturally aware of the genre. 

Groups such as the Wonder Girls and 
Girls’ Generation – two popular girl 
groups whose songs and images have 
GH¿�QHG� .�3RS� LQ� WKH� ��VW� FHQWXU\� ±�
attempted to appeal to an American 
audience by re-recording some of their 
Korean songs in English; however, the 
songs saw modest success at best and 
for a good reason. Singing a Korean 
song in “American” does not guarantee 
its popularity in America. Look at PSY.

Regardless of the language 
barriers, K-Pop has become a popular 
trend all over the world, attracting 

millions of fans while spreading awareness 
of Korean culture at the same time. Although 
“Gangnam Style” was the catalyst needed 
to initiate the spread of the music, neither 
WKH� VRQJ�� QRU� WKH� DUWLVW�� FRPSOHWHO\� GH¿�QH�
K-Pop. What makes K-Pop the wonderfully 
innovative genre it is today is the startling 
number of idols serenading and captivating 
audiences everywhere with their attractive 
appearances and heavily synchronized 
dance numbers. Though the colorful visuals, 
DUWL¿�FLDO�VRXQGV��DQG�ODQJXDJH�MXPEOH�PD\�
make K-Pop unappealing to many Western 
listeners, it remains an appealing art form 
to those who have come to enjoy what 
it has to offer. To those seeking foreign 
entertainment options outside of the 
Western world, I highly recommend K-Pop. 

Author’s Recommendations: 
“Fantastic Baby” – BigBang; “Sherlock 

(Clue + Note)” – SHINee; 
“Electric Shock” – f(x) 

K- Pop Craze

Binh-An Nguyen
Editor-in-Chief



Take the opportunity to 
consolidate the positive moves 
you made in January and 
continue to seek more. Just 
take care things do not happen 
too fast for you. Seize the day. 
Don’t wait until tomorrow to 
try something new. Take risks 
and  you  will be rewarded. 

Concentrate and don’t let an 
impulse burn any bridges. Don’t 
blow  things out of proportion, 
especially with your  family. 
There have been many different 
clashes with others that will 
come to an end soon. Remember 
WKDW�¿�UVW�LPSUHVVLRQV�DUH�DOZD\V�
important.

Sit tight and let everyone’s 
emotional outbursts, yours 
included, die down this month. 
Make especially sure you are 
truthful with your friends or  
partner as they will know if you 
are not one hundred percent 
genuine.  Remember to smile 
and maintain composure. 

Beware of the older females in 
your life during this month. Try 
WR�DYRLG�LQÀ�DPLQJ�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�
with those people who want 
to control you. You  will meet 
someone special this month if 
you can  put yourself out there. 
Grab the reigns and let it ride. 
This will be a good month.  

It is up to you to make the 
most of new experiences and 
turn every opportunity into a 
chance to further your studies. 
Try to take advantage of your 
surroundings. Expect a roller 
coaster ride with many people 
you normally get along with; 
this shouldn’t last long and will 
soon pass.

Strive to achieve more in all 
aspects of your life this month.  
You will feel very impulsive 
and whenever the option to 
speak your mind presents itself 
you will not shy away. Beware 
of self-importance and don’t 
make a fool of yourself. Give 
yourself credit. 

Be bold with your choices in 
various aspects of your life, 
people have been looking for 
you to inspire them for some 
time, you just haven’t noticed. 
Things are not as bad as they 
seem. Keep that in mind and 
what follows will be positive. 
Positivity will surround you.  

Things will be happening very 
quickly this month so it would 
be best to make sure your 
thoughts are well put together. 
In the middle of the month you 
will be able to catch your breath 
and your presence will relax 
the people you are close to. You 
will catch someone’s eye soon. 

It is a safe time for you to make 
bold decisions. You cannot take 
to heart any harsh comments 
made about you recently. Let 
people say whatever they 
want, don’t concern yourself 
with other’s opinions. Don’t 
over think anything and trust 
yourself. Only you know you 
best. 

During this month all of your 
choices will be looked at very 
closely. On a brighter note, 
during February you will be 
able to snag some brownie 
points with a few people who 
will prove to be very important 
to you within the next few 
months. Always look at the 
bright side. 

Watch your words at all 
times, take care not to over 
analyse, take a chance on 
PDNLQJ� WKH� ¿�UVW� PRYH��
You can look forward 
in the coming months to 
new friendships and better 
relationships with friends and 
family. You will be pleasantly 
surprised  soon.  

It is time for you to sit back 
and just have a little ‘me’ time. 
Rather than quickly responding 
to the questions and comments 
of general acquaintances,  just 
ignore them. Maintain focus 
and strength. Don’t let your 
emotions lead you to make an 
ill conceived decision.  Let the 
chips fall  where they may. 


