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Prom 2013: A Night Under the City Lights
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“There are no words for Jan Coulsby. 
Nothing. Nothing that comes to mind could 
HYHU� DSSURSULDWHO\� GH¿QH� RU� GHVFULEH� KLP��
You can’t sum him up with shortcoming 
adjectives; abstract, amazing, absurd. You 
can’t possibly sum him up in the 
stories of his numerous adventures; 
they are his very memories, and not 
yours to relay (not that you’d be 
capable, there’s simply too much to 
remember in full detail). No paint by 
numbers, plugin formula for Jan.

As a student of his for a short 
time--an impossibly small year on 
the tail-end of his colorful career-
-I still have a hard time wrapping 
my head around his very existence. 
This man has given everything to 
countless students. He’s bent the 
rules, made the rules, broken and 
mended them again. He’s wanted 
nothing more than to teach, so that 
RQH� GD\� KLV� VWXGHQWV� PLJKW� ¿QDOO\�
learn how to learn. Somehow (when 
I asked him), in that delightfully 
strange brain of his, this Ralph 
Waldo Emerson quote arose:

“To be yourself in a world that 
is constantly trying to make you 
into something else is the greatest 
accomplishment.” 

There is almost universal 
agreement on the sad shame of 
seeing this living legend go, and as 
Ohhi Tehan, sophomore and Staff 
Writer for The Horizon, notes, “it is 
a recognized honor that he actually 
chose little ol’ El Capitan High 
School.” 

Somehow, I managed to catch 
him at lunch and interview him. 
Jan is so inspiring and, just sitting with 
him asking him a few questions about his 
career, somehow he managed to cram more 
motivational and uplifting thoughts into my 
head. I was lucky enough to get a few more 
glimpses inside that wonderful mind of his.

He was about twenty years old or so 
when the thought of becoming a teacher 
ZDV�¿UVW�VSDUNHG�LQ�KLV�PLQG��+H�KDG�EHHQ�
playing music in Nebraska just after his band 
KDG�EURNHQ�XS��+H�GHFLGHG�WR�JR�¿VKLQJ�DW�
the “crick” with some of the locals. They 
ZHUH�¿VKLQJ�ZLWK�FDQH�SROHV��DQG�RQH�RI�WKH�
NLGV�ZKR�FDPH�ZDV�RQO\�¿IWHHQ�\HDUV�ROG��
He wasn’t particularly ecstatic about that 

DW� ¿UVW�� H[SHFWLQJ� WKDW� ¿VKLQJ� ZLWK� VRPH�
brat from Nebraska was going to ruin the 
ZKROH�WULS��6RPHKRZ�KRZHYHU��WKH�¿YH�\HDU�
difference between their ages did little to 
nothing to hinder the GREAT time they had. 

They laughed and laughed and generally 
enjoyed each other’s company. Jan realized 
then that age was no matter when the two 
looked past the difference and decided to 
have a good time. The idea of becoming 
a teacher took root in his mind then. He 
already had a degree in American History at 
the time, so he decided to go back for his 
English degree as well.

Grossmont Union High School District 
would say he’s been teaching for about 35 
years, but he disagrees as in college he  was 
asked to teach some Indians. This was a 
good experience because this is where he 
learned how to teach the whole person, and 

not just “from the neck up,” as he says. 
/DWHU�� KH� UHFRXQWHG�� GXULQJ� WKH� ¿UVW�

six years of his teaching career, Prop 
13 changed everything about hiring and 
placing teachers. Consequently, he was not 

a permanent teacher, and lived under the 
poverty level for six years. To survive, he 
taught everything. Everything including 
literature, special education, Russian, 
history, and more. This was an invaluable 
experience since he was able to learn so 
much. 

Taking all his experiences into 
consideration, the Socratic dialogue in a 
classroom is his favorite part of teaching. 
He loves being able to have intellectual 
conversations with kids, discussing things 
that matter, leading them in discovering not 
“what to think, but how to think.”

History, of course, is his favorite subject 

to teach. He thinks it is so important if we 
are to learn about how humans live and why 
they make these decisions they do. All these 
things that happened thousands of years ago 
are still happening today. The pattern doesn’t 
change often, so we need to learn from the 
past and do the things that were helpful, not 
the things that ended disastrously. Jan says 
you only have to look at “Star Wars or the 
Odyssey or the Holocaust; all are part of 
‘the human condition.’” He says that he is 
optimistic about this generation’s potential. 
Though on the news they are constantly 
hounding viewers with “the awful” over and 
over again, Jan sees his Art History class and 
the students here and says “in spite of all the 
ugly, look at what we can be.” Ultimately, 
that’s what he’s really trying to teach us. He 
wants to “show you what you can become, 
in a world that’s telling you that you can’t.”

Many people have been asking of course. 
Why would you choose now to retire? He 
tells me that teaching has been changing. 
Teachers are now teaching “from the neck 
XS´� ¿OOLQJ� WKHLU� VWXGHQWV� ZLWK� GDWD�� +H�
WKLQNV�KH�¿UVW�UHDOL]HG�WKLV�ZKHQ�WKH\�NLOOHG�
his Humanities program. His AP Art History 
class has been the best in the state for a 
couple years now. In that class they have 
debates and arguments and aspirations and 
potential. Now that teaching has changed, 
he knows they will try to conform him to the 
way they want to “do” learning. And he has 
NO intention of being a part of that. There 
are some ex-Vaqueros on the east coast, now 
lawyers, professors and high school teachers 
themselves, that traveled all the way across 
WKH�8�6��IRU�KLV�¿IWLHWK�ELUWKGD\��KH�ZDQWV�WR�
pay them a visit with his wife, Kathy.

He never expected to become the person 
that he is today. He says that he thinks it’s 
funny how often we become the opposite of 
who we think we are.

That, ladies and gentlemen, is the 
VWXQQLQJO\� VSHFWDFXODU�� DQG� LQ¿QLWHO\�
complex Jan Wesley Coulsby. We shall 
all miss him terribly. However, we know 
that we will hold him closely in our hearts 
forever and will be able to tell our children, 
“I once had a teacher called Mr. Coulsby...
he was THE most amazing man I’ve ever 
known.” 

Jan Wesley Coulsby

Ramiah Franklin
Staff Writer



Hot Seat: What has been your most memorable moment at El Cap?

“Competing in the dodgeball tournament 
with my best friends, Isai Gutierrez and 

Louie Valdivia.” 
-Daniel Clippinger (‘13)

³)UHVKPDQ�\HDU��MRLQLQJ�WKH�¿HOG�KRFNH\�´
-Rachel Bowman (‘)

³%HFRPLQJ� WKH� JRDOLH� IRU� RXU� -9� ¿HOG�
hockey team.”

-Elizabeth Chambers (‘15)

“Meeting Scott Ross freshman year!”
-Julian Wilson (‘13)

Love was in the air as the El Capitan 
Theatre proudly presented this year’s spring 
musical, The Boyfriend by Sandy Wilson. Set 
in the carefree world of the French Riviera 
DW�DQ�DOO�JLUOV�¿QLVKLQJ�VFKRRO�LQ�WKH�URDULQJ�
1920’s, this musical challenged a variety of 
relationships causing the couples to try to 
overcome them or be left with a broken heart.

The main focus was on Polly Browne, 
who hid from her friends that she didn’t 
have a boyfriend. Her father, Percival, 
(played by Brandon Knabe) refused to let 
her have a boyfriend, convinced that all the 
boys would be after her wealth and not her 
heart. But Polly unexpectedly fell in love 
with Tony, a mysterious messenger boy 
who was running away from his previous 
life. They shared an innocent love with 
each other, but when Tony’s past followed 
him to the Riviera, he ran away, leaving 
Polly with a broken heart. The role of Polly 
Browne was performed by the talented Kyli 
Henzie, with sophomore Dakota Griggs 
playing the male lead, Tony, marking his 
¿UVW� SURGXFWLRQ� KHUH� DW� (O� &DS�� $ORQJ�
the way, there is also a playful romance 
between Percival and  the headmistress of 
Polly’s school, played by Sam Schmidt. 

One of the more playful romances 
in the show followed the teens Maisie 
Merryweather and Bobby Van Husen. Maisie, 
Polly’s closest friend and schoolmate, was 
in love with Bobby, but refused to show 
it as she lead on other boys. But Bobby 
loves Maisie and wouldn’t give up until 
she admitted that she loved him. Maisie 

however wished to live life to the fullest 
before she settled down, constantly putting 
Bobby on beam ends. Brittany Carrillo 
(‘13) performed as Maisie with Sophomore 
Jacob Hobbs performing as Bobby. 

The more comedic love (if that is what 
it should be called) followed Lord and 
Lady Brockhurst, an older couple who were 
in search of their son who ran away. But 
along the way, Lord Brockhurst changed his 
PRWLYHV��ORVLQJ�VLJKW�RI�¿QGLQJ�KLV�VRQ�ZKHQ�
he became attracted to the young school girl 
Dulcie (Senior Brianna Carrillo). Putting off 
the search for his son, Lord Brockhurst felt 
like it was time to feel young again. Senior 
James Nemeth played the comedic role of 
Lord Brockhurst and Sophomore Sarah Talya 
was cast as the elderly wife Lady Brockhurst. 

The Boyfriend was a classic romance 
musical with many twists and turns as the 
FKDUDFWHUV� WULHG� WR� ¿JXUH� RXW� ZKDW� WKHLU�
hearts wanted. Complete with upbeat songs 
and comedic phrases, it was an outstanding 
performance by the entire theatre production 
class. Hobbs says “We had an amazing 
cast. To all the seniors, good luck in your 
future in college. you all were awesome!”  
With such a talented cast and crew, The 
Boyfriend was by far among the most 
entertaining shows the El Cap has ever seen!

That’s How They Do It On 

Broadway

Brittany Carrillo
Staff Writer

Salt and black pepper
Directions:
1. Preheat oven to 375 degrees
2. Spread potato pieces onto a baking 

sheet and drizzle with olive oil
3. Roast in the preheated oven until 

tender, about 45 minutes. remove from oven 
and let cool for 15 minutes

4. Place roasted potato into a large 
salad bowl and combine with hard-boiled 
eggs, celery, green onion, and bacon. Stir in 
mayonnaise and season to taste with salt and 
pepper. Cover and refrigerate for 1 hour to 
OHW�ÀDYRUV�EOHQG�

THE DESSERT: Yogurt Pie 

Ingredients:
1 Yoplait yogurt
1 tub of cool whip (light or regular)
ѿ�FXS�PHOWHG�EXWWHU
1 and ½ cups of graham cracker crumbs 

(10-12 graham crackers)
¼ cup granulated sugar
Directions:
1. Get a bowl and mix the yogurt and 

cool whip together, set aside.
2. Get a separate bowl and combine 

butter, sugar and graham cracker crumbs 
(crush graham crackers in a plastic bag with 
a rolling pin or something hard to get the 
crumbs)

3.Once combined, pat graham cracker 
mixture into a pie pan. After smooth, put the 
yogurt and cool whip mixture onto the crust 
DQG�VPRRWK�RXW�XQWLO�ÀDW��

4. Cover pie and place in fridge to cool 
for an hour. 

I decided to celebrate the end 
of the year with a feast...THE all-
American feast. There are going to 
be plenty of times in the summer 
where you will be chilling at the 
beach and attending barbeques 
with family and friends, so you’ll 
need some recipes on hand that 
will allow you to prepare a quick 
and delicious dish. Honestly, food 
is amazing so take the time to make 
it, eat it and enjoy it!

THE MEAT: Ranch Burgers

Ingredients:
2 lbs. lean ground beef
1 (1 oz.) package ranch dressing            
1 egg, lightly beaten
¾ cup crushed saltine crackers
1 onion, chopped
Directions:
1. Preheat the grill for high heat
2. Mix beef, ranch, egg, 

crackers and onion. Form into 
patties.

3. Lightly oil the grill grate. 
Place patties on the grill and cook 5 
minutes per side or until well done. 

4. When all is cooked, 
place patty on bun and put any 
condiments or cheese on as wanted. 

THE SIDE DISH: Roasted Red 

Potato Salad

Ingredients:
10 red potatoes, cut into bite-

size pieces
Olive oil
3 hard-boiled eggs
½ stalk of celery (optional)
¼ cup chopped green onion
3 slices cooked bacon, chopped
1 cup mayonnaise
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Danielle Monteverde
Staff Writer



There are those rare times when you meet 
a person who has great talent and passion 
for their sport. Anyone who knows Daniel 
Gomez would agree: he is one of those 
people. For all four years of his high school 
life, Gomez has been making a name for 
himself as a cross country runner and track 
DWKOHWH��*R� WR� KLV� KRPH� DQG� \RX�ZLOO� ¿QG�
countless plaques and medals laying around 
everywhere. Look at the school records for 
both sports and his name is omnipresent. 
Gomez is widely considered one of the best, 
if not the best, runner in East County. 

Daniel didn’t discover his talent for 
UXQQLQJ� XQWLO� VHYHQWK� JUDGH� DW� *UHHQ¿HOG�
Middle School. Before he discovered the 
sport, he began boxing (thanks to his cousin) 
and got into shape. That following year, he 
attempted a cross country race--and won 
it.  This was the beginning of his running 
career, as many who saw his talents tried 
to recruit him to their high school. Coach 
Hines convinced him to come down to El 
Capitan and train before he even became 
a freshman. However, the person who has 
encouraged Daniel the most is his mom. 
Although she is unable to attend a majority 
of his meets due to work, she still talks to 
him and tells him to never give up and that 
he will become a great runner. “I go up to 
her and I tell her the news and I show her 
the medal,” Gomez said. “She sometimes 
breaks down. She tries to hold it back. She 
gives me a bear hug and just says, ‘I love 
you. I wish I was there. Keep it up. Keep it 
going. You’re going to be somebody in life. 
Don’t let anything pull you down.’” 

In his freshman year, Daniel made varsity 
for both Cross Country and Track. Coming 
into Cross Country, he was the number two 
runner on the team right off the bat. In every 
race he placed in the top group, and he even 
won a few. At the Mt. Sac Invitational, the 
world’s biggest cross country meet, Daniel 
got 11th place in his race; in the Stanford 
invitational he got 35th out of 226 runners, 
DQG� DW� &,)� ¿QDOV� KH� SODFHG� ��WK�� )RU� D�
freshman to reach such heights is amazing; 
Daniel was able to hit his season’s best at 
WKH�WLPH��DW�������IRU�D�FRXUVH�WKDW�LV�D�OLWWOH�
over three miles. Coming into track Daniel 
was the best freshman mile runner, putting 
up a good challenge against other veteran 
runners from around the conference. Daniel 
came out the best freshman miler and 
��PLOHU�ZKHQ�KH�JRW�¿UVW�SODFH�LQ�ERWK�UDFHV�
in the Frosh-Soph Championships. In every 
PDMRU�UDFH��VXFK�DV�LQYLWDWLRQDOV�DQG�¿QDOV���

*RPH]� SODFHG� LQ� WKH� WRS� ��� DQG� IRU�PRUH�
WKDQ�KDOI�KH�SODFHG� LQ� WKH� WRS�¿YH��%\� WKH�
end of the season his marks were 4 minutes 
and 42 seconds for a mile, and 9 minutes 
DQG����VHFRQGV�IRU�WKH���PLOH�

Sophomore year Daniel came out on 
top, becoming the top runner for the Cross 
Country team after the team time trials with 
a time of 15:31 for 3 miles, breaking the 
school record and foreshadowing the great 
achievements for the year. For this year 
he helped lead El Capitan’s Cross Country 
team to be undefeated in league races, and 
along the way he broke nearly every record 
recorded for each course. In the Vaquero 
Stampede, a course of 1.65 miles, he 
EURNH� WKH� UHFRUG�ZLWK� ������ LQ� WKH�%URQFR�
Invitational, a course of 2 miles, he broke 

WKH�UHFRUG�ZLWK��������6XQGHYLO�,QYLWDWLRQDO��
����� PLOHV�� EURNH� WKH� UHFRUG� ZLWK� �������
6RXWKED\� ,QYLWDWLRQDO�� ������ EURNH� WKH�
record with 16:24; Mt. Sac Invitational, 
3 miles, broke the record with 15:43; and 
WKDW¶V�QRW�HYHQ�DOO�RI� WKH�UHFRUGV�IRU�������
By the end of the season he won League 
Champion and got All-CIF, placing 3rd in 
CIF Finals. One achievement that outshined 
the rest, however, was helping lead the team 
WR�WKH�6WDWH�&KDPSLRQVKLS�DQG�SODFLQJ���WK��
In track Daniel proved he was one of the 
best once again as he placed in the top ten 
for almost every race in both the mile and 
2-mile. By the end of the track season, he 
won Grossmont Conference Champion for 
the mile and received All-CIF in the 2-mile. 
His marks for that year were 4:31 in the mile 

Varsity Spotlight
and 9:41 for the two mile.

Junior year Daniel once again began 
breaking records on the courses for Cross 
Country. He broke records on the Rohr 
Park, Lindo Lake and Steele Canyon 
courses, and during the Conference Meet he 
broke that record too. Daniel came close to 
winning CIF, placing 2nd and getting All-
CIF. Not only that, Daniel once again helped 
lead the team to the State Championships 
for a second time--this time placing 45th. 
In track this year he was injured, not 
competing or practicing for more than half 
the season. Nonetheless, Daniel managed 
to pull through and come out towards the 
HQG��ZLQQLQJ�WKH�¿UVW�PHHW�KH�FRPSHWHG�LQ�
coming out from an injury. 

,Q� ��������� 'DQLHO¶V� ODVW� \HDU� LQ� KLJK�
school, came with his greatest achievement. 
This season was a hard season for the team 
and Daniel too. Despite that, and with the 
odds seemingly against him and the team, 
Daniel won San Diego CIF Finals for 
Division III and led the boys to win CIF as 
a team. With that, he went up to state for 
a third consecutive time, this time placing 
22nd in the championship. In track, Gomez 
became injured once more but still that did 
not stop him. Gomez still ran every race for 
the team and won 1st in every meet for the 
����PHWHU��PLOH��DQG���PLOH��1RW�RQO\� WKDW�
he was invited to run the 2-mile at Arcadia, 
one of the most competitive invitationals in 
the nation for high school Track and Field; 
there, he placed 9th while running injured 
DQG�DFKHLYHG�D�SHUVRQDO�UHFRUG�RI������IRU�
the 2-mile. Towards the end of the season 
Daniel’s injury worsened, meaning he did 
not run all his races and, when he did, he 
did not run healthy. At the end of his season, 
KLV�UHFRUGV�IRU�DUH���PLQXWHV�ÀDW�IRU�WKH�����
PHWHUV������� IRU� WKH�PLOH��DQG������ IRU� WKH�
two mile. So despite running hurt, these 
marks are his all time best and are in the top 
records for the school. 

Daniel plans to continue running in 
college as well for both Cross Country and 
Track and Field; he will attend Cuyamaca 
in the fall. Without a doubt he will become 
one of the top runners in his races and just 
like in his high school career, he will be a 
something special to watch.

Daniel Gomez

Steven Chung
Sta! Writer



Swimming is a sport that uses all the 
muscles in the body, pushing athletes to 
their limits, and requiring them to show 
�����WR�LPSURYH�WKHLU�VNLOO��7KH�(O�&DSLWDQ�
swim and dive teams have all new coaches 
this season: JV coach, Shelby, Varsity Swim 
Coach Hostetler and Dive Coach Hedberg. 
Last season, the girls’ swim team won 
league by one point, and the boys lost with a 
very close score. This season, the team lost 
many senior swimmers from last season. 
But, they have not let that affect them. 

Swimming has four different strokes: 
Freestyle, the most common stroke that 
everyone is required to do; backstroke, 
EUHDVWVWURNH� DQG� EXWWHUÀ\�� (DFK� VWURNH�
requires skill, strong muscles and the 
dedication to stick with it the whole season.  
7KH� VZLPPHUV� SUHSDUHG� IRU� ¿QDOV� E\�
VZLPPLQJ�DW�OHDVW������\DUGV�RU�PRUH�D�GD\��
towards the end of the season the swimmers 
began to taper, which means that the yardage 

Our El Capitan Lady Vaquero 
Varsity Softball team has summed 
up a successful season, placing 
second in the Grossmont league 
and advancing to the Division 
III CIF playoffs where the team 
was sadly defeated. Our Lady 
Vaqueros fought a tough season 
and ended with an overall record 
of 22-16.

(O� &DSLWDQ¶V� ����� &,)�
champions summed up try-outs in 
the beginning of the season with 
eight returning varsity players, 
and and few lowerclassmen who 
Coach Cota says contributed to 
much of the teams efforts.  Cota 
said it was “tough making cuts,” 
EXW�KH�KDG�FRQ¿GHQFH�LQ�KLV�WHDP�

Their obvious goal throughout 
the season was to win and be 
defending CIF champs, but one 
major aspect Coach Cota focused 
on was teaching the girls respect. 
As long as the girls leave the 
season with a sense of morale, he 
feels he has done his job. “I love 
the game. I love coaching,” Coach 
Cota said.

The game against our biggest 
rival, Santana, on April 9 was 
expected to be a big-league game 
EXW�VDGO\��WKH�6XOWDQV�EHDW�XV������
Delanie Gourley had eight strike-
RXWV��WKH�¿UVW�JDPH�DOO�VHDVRQ�VKH�
GLG� QRW� DFKLHYH� GRXEOH� ¿JXUHV�
in strike-outs. Being our biggest 
rival, and the team we defeated 
���� LQ� &,)� LQ�0D\� ������ LW� ZDV�
very disappointing that the game 

ended and the score was not as we hoped. 
After shaking off the loss and advancing 

to CIF where they faced the Sultans 
RQFH� DJDLQ�� WKH� WHDP� ZDV� FRQ¿GHQW� DERXW�
defeating their rivals. Coach Cota said that 
was their goal: beat Santana. But yet again, 
6DQWDQD� GHIHDWHG� RXU� WHDP� ����� XOWLPDWHO\�
SODFLQJ�(O�&DSLWDQ�LQ��UG�SODFH�IRU�WKH������
CIF Championship.

One major accomplishment throughout 
the season was achieved by senior Delanie 
*RXUOH\�� ZKR� ¿QLVKHG� QXPEHU� ��� RQ� WKH��
California Career Strikeouts chart with 
1,352 strikeouts according to CalHiSports.  

So as the team said their farwells to 
the the seniors and wiped the dirt off their 
cleats, the El Capitan Varsity Lady Vaqueros 
end their season with a successful triumph. 
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they swim goes down but the speed goes up. 
The swimmers love this because it’s shorter 
and faster practices, but that doesn’t mean 
they don’t take it seriously and put all their 
KHDUW� LQ� LW�� 7KH� VZLP� WHDP� KDG� WKHLU� ¿UVW�
meet against High Tech high school and 
won by a landslide. Since then the team haa 
won their meets against all the schools in 
our league except for one, Santana. El Cap 
lost by only a few points.

As the season came close to an end the 
team still had prelims to get ready for and 
they weren’t going to let Santana affect 
them. Prelims were Wednesday May 8 at 
El Cajon Valley. The team showed up to 
prelims with a positive attitude and a good 
warm up. As the meet went on, El Cap came 
in very close in every race. As the race 
ended everyone already knew who made it 
LQWR�¿QDOV�DQG�ZKR�GLGQ¶W��OXFN\�IRU�(O�&DS�
almost everyone did.  

They’re doing Great!
,Q�EHWZHHQ�SUHOLPV�DQG�¿QDOV�� WKH� WHDP�

had only two practices. In those two days 
the team practiced hard and were ready for 
¿QDOV� RQ�0D\� ���� (O�&DS� FDPH� LQ� VHFRQG�
right behind Santana. The team went all out 
DQG�GH¿QLWHO\�VHW�VRPH�JRDOV�IRU�QH[W�\HDU��
CIF prelims were on May 15 at Granite 
Hills. The whole team did not make it to CIF 
but few did. 

Swim and dive had a great season and 
DOWKRXJK�WKH\�FDPH�LQ�VHFRQG�LQ�¿QDOV��WKH\�
still have next year to prepare for. With the 
competitive coaching of Coach Hostetler, 
WKH� WHDP�ZLOO� JHW�PXFK� VWURQJHU� DQG� ¿JKW�
IRU�¿UVW��*R�(&�

Mallory Havens
Staff Writer

The Horizon Staff Enjoyed watching 
all the skilled athletes & Teams in 

2012-13

Olive Robles
Staff Writer

See You Next Season!



The goal of playing hard, yet still having 
IXQ��LV�ZKDW�PDNHV�WKH������YDUVLW\�YROOH\EDOO�
team so unique. Made up of mostly seniors, 
the bonds shared between the players have 
been growing for the last four years. Their 
friendships were strengthened because the 
majority of them played football together in 
the fall and basketball in the winter. Staying 
determined and competitive is something 
that they were striving to achieve. 

These varsity athletes wanted to have 
a fun and memorable last season together. 
Giovanni Petricca says, we “stayed focused 
and practiced hard on the court, yet still 
had a great time with [our] friends... that is 
what made their season such a success not 
necessarily in the record book, but in [our] 
hearts.” Petricca is not the only teammate 
that thinks this either. There are many other 
players that have made volleyball their 
favorite sport, because of the fact that there 
is no “drama” and they get to compete in a 
lively, yet determined environment. 

Although the season did not go entirely 
the way they had planned, the boy’s 
volleyball team made the best of it. With 
friendships made on and off of the court, 
memories were something that happened 
frequently throughout the season. They 
become a close unit of teenage boys and 
were very fun to watch. Along with shining 
in football, Austin Watson found a new 
way to showcase his athletic ability. Only 
having one year of experience under his 
EHOW��:DWVRQ�PDQDJHG�WR�EH�D�SDUW�RI�WKH�¿UVW�
team all league team. Throughout the season 
his killer serve grew stronger and he dove 
all over the place, keeping teams from acing 
the ball, which in volleyball is the spiking of 
the ball to the back corners. 

Although the much-wanted win did not 
occur for the Vaqueros very often, despite 
their hard work, their very last game was 
the depiction of a great ending to a season. 
They played the talented volleyball team 
of El Cajon Valley. While they entered the 
JDPH�ZLWK�FRQ¿GHQFH��QRQH�RI�WKH�PHPEHUV�
ever thought they would be competing 
in such a great game, since they had 
previously lost 3-2 to the team the week 

Good times on the court
Katie Carmichael
Sta! Writer

before. With teamwork, the volleyball boys 
pulled through with the victory, beating one 
of their biggest rivals. Not having many 

positive outcomes throughout the season, 
this swooping win could not have come at a 
better time. It was the last time the majority 

of the El Cap varsity team would ever step 
foot in the gym, much less the school, and 
they ended the year with sweet victory.   



On Monday, April 15, 2013, Boston was 
subject to an intense fear, two explosions, 
and a nail-biting manhunt. Bostonians had 
been celebrating the Boston Marathon, an 
annual 26. 2 mile marathon that has record 
breaking numbers for participants with an 
averaged 20,000 registered each year and 
26,839 people entering in 2013, when an 
explosion shook the track at around 2:49 
30��QH[W�WR�WKH�¿�QLVK�OLQH����SHRSOH�GLHG�DQG�
over 260 others were injured. The brothers 
responsible for this tragedy, Tamerlan and 
Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, were later observed on 
security cameras and followed through their 
act. 

The cameras show us that Tamerlan and 
Dzhokhar seemed to be observing the race 
when they then detached themselves from 
the crowd and each walked off to their 
separate  drop-off destinations. Tamerlan 
ZHQW� WRZDUGV� WKH�¿�QLVK� OLQH�DQG�']KRNKDU�
stopped in front of the Forum restaurant and 
dropped his knapsack (containing the bomb) 
to the ground. He then calls someone on 
his phone, and a few seconds later, Boston 
LV� VHQW� LQWR� FKDRV�ZLWK� WKH� ¿�UVW� H[SORVLRQ��
Dzhokhar leaves, and within ten seconds, 
the second explosion goes off.

Friday, April 19, Police chased 
WKH� EURWKHUV� DQG� LQ� D� JXQ¿�JKW� DW� WKH�
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
Tamerlan was shot down while the other 
brother escaped. Boston was then put under 
lockdown, effectively shutting down public 
schools, colleges and public transit. Police 
warned the surrounding residents to keep 
off the streets. Later that day however, 
around 6-9 p.m. the lockdown was lifted. 
But when a resident went outside to check 
on his boat located in his backyard, he 
found blood inside. He called the police and 
they found Dzhokhar in the boat nursing 
gunshot wounds in the head, neck, legs and 
hand (Though authorities now believe that 
the neck wound is possibly from a failed 
suicide attempt). He was captured and taken 
to Boston’s Beth Israel Deaconess Medical 
Center to treat the “critical but stable” 
condition of his injuries.

The local police tweeted “CAPTURED!!! 
The hunt is over. The search is done. The 
terror is over. And justice has won. Suspect 
in custody.” Boston let out sighs of relief as 
the city entered a celebratory state.

Since this terror has been lifted, there 
has been much controversy over the two 

brothers, and what should become of them. 
Tamerlan’s body was taken to the city 
where he lived in Cambridge. However, 
WKH�RI¿�FLDOV�WKHUH�DEVROXWHO\�UHIXVHG�WR�WDNH�
his body to bury on their grounds. Many 
different family members of the bomb 
suspects such as his widow and his uncle, 
suggested a few places that they would like 
to have him buried. His body stayed for quite 
some time at the Worcester Graham Putnam 
& Mahoney funeral home but the Worcester 
SROLFH� GHSDUWPHQW� KDYH� FRQ¿�UPHG� WKDW� LW�
has been moved from Worcester and is now 
entombed somewhere else. 

Dzhokhar however is being held at 
Fort Devens. He was taken there shortly 
after he was captured and his wounds 
treated. He now faces the possibility of 
the death penalty for his actions. It is now 
known that while Tsarnaev was hiding in 
the boat, he left a message on the wall. In 
the message he admitted to the bombings. 
He described the victims of the bombings 
as collateral damage. “When you attack 
one Muslim, you attack all Muslims,” He 
wrote, explaining that the motive behind 
the bombs was retribution for the U.S.’s 
actions in Afghanistan and Iraq. The note 
corresponds to the things he said while he 
was in custody, before exercising his right to 
remain silent. This note is more than enough 
evidence now to convict him of the crime.

That Friday, college students could be 
found dancing in the streets in celebration. 
“We’ve all been watching the TV, the 
computer, the live updates since the 
beginning of this whole thing,” Myles 
Marcus, a student at Berklee College of 
Music, told CNN. “I just feel relieved. I feel 
like I can go back to school now and know 
that I’m safe.” Boston’s jubilant college 
students were found everywhere. Simmons 
College had hundreds of students out front, 
while many students crowded around the 
Boston Police Department singing “The 
Star-Spangled Banner” and chanting as loud 
as they could “BPD! BPD! BPD!” 

“Sometimes college students have a 
somewhat contentious relationship with 
police, and you see none of that tonight,” 
says Zach Tuckerson, an Emerson College 
student. Lindsay Kupsler, a student at 
Berkelee, also remarks that she is simply 
relieved that it feels safe to go outside again.

Ramiah Franklin
Staff Writer Boston

“...When you attack one muslim, you 
attack them all.” Those were the words 
left in a note written on the interior of the 
boat Boston bombing perpetrator Dzhokhar 
Tsarnaev was discovered in days after the 
April 15 attack. 

No act of terror is ever capable of being 
MXVWL¿�HG�� QR� PDWWHU� WKH� VFDOH� RU� GHJUHH��
However, while I may not agree with the 
motives and actions of the Boston bombers, 
I cannot help but try to see their side of the 
situation and their perception of America’s 
avarice, war mongering and capitalistic 
values.

The world is angry at America, and 
the Anti-American sentiment that has 
been growing for decades has nearly 
reached a breaking point as the American 
JRYHUQPHQW�¿�UHV�GURQHV�� LQYDGHV�FRXQWULHV�
and coordinates political coups at its leisure. 
The Boston bombing was just one of many 
attempts to make the American people see 
what citizens in countries like Saudi Arabia 
and Pakistan are living through everyday, 
but instead of enlightening a population, 
these terrorist acts have only sparked the 
anger of citizens, making them call for 
greater actions to be taken overseas, which 
LV�GH¿�QLWHO\�QRW�WKH�VROXWLRQ�QHHGHG�WR�HDVH�
the tensions abroad.

Our drone strikes are raising a generation 
of emotionally traumatized and frightened 
children, who will eventually deliver 
the inevitable “blowback” of forcing 
millions of people to live under the threat 
of our thumbs. Our careless invasions 
are breeding sentiments of resentment 
among countries and leaders that used 
to be allies. Our coups are undermining 
the importance and progress of infantile 
democratic governments attempting to 
EHFRPH� VHOI�VXI¿�FLHQW��$PHULFD� LV� VWDUWLQJ�
to be regarded as the world’s bully; our 
GHFOLQLQJ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�LQÀ�XHQFH�SDLUHG�ZLWK�
our inclining international interference, is 
leading to an increase of internal tensions 
as external threats are bred.  That is a toxic 
combination.

We believe in our own greatness, and 
we are great, but is greatness an excuse for 
the sense of entitlement many Americans 
feel? We don’t choose where we’re born, 
and while nationalism is a strong notion, it 
holds a very dangerous potential, as seen in 
almost every bloody revolution throughout 
international history. A line must be drawn 
somewhere that limits the very real danger a 
sentiment like pride holds. I love my country, 
I’m proud of my country, but that does not 

mean that I am not allowed to disagree 
ZLWK�DFWLRQV�WKDW� OHDGHUV�DQG�¿�JXUHV� LQ�P\�
country have taken. Since 9/11 it seems that 
America has been on such a strong defense 
that is morphing into an offense, even 
raising resentment on home soil as the War 
on Terror plants precautionary measures in 
almost all aspects of American life.

It’s impossible to walk down the street 
in a city without being watched by almost 
seven cameras, send emails about gardening 
without being targeted for suspicious 
behavior, or even bring a bottle of water onto 
DQ� DLUSODQH� ZLWKRXW� LW� EHLQJ� FRQ¿�VFDWHG��
Precautionary measures are necessary, 
this is true, but when do these measures 
cross the line from healthy surveying to an 
infringement of rights as the government 
slowly makes its presence more and more 
established in the citizens’ personal lives?

With any form of power, it is impossible 
to ever have a universal acceptance and 
recognition, so in a way, anti-Americanism 
is healthy and natural, solidifying the idea 
that America is still a world force as other 
countries grow and compete with us. But 
a limit has been reached both at home and 
overseas. A frightening number of people 
have expressed not only discontent, but a 
white hatred towards America the brave, and 
that is where the danger comes in, because 
as tensions rise, so do the number of attacks 
made against Americans, both on American 
soil and overseas.

Something needs to be done, but in order 
for that to happen, a universal recognition 
of the problems facing our country, both 
domestically and abroad, needs to be 
discussed around dinner tables across the 
United States. These are real problems that 
need real solutions.  Band-aids will not be 
able to cover the wounds our own actions 
DQG� WHUURULVP� KDYH� LQÀ�LFWHG� XSRQ� WKLV�
country.  When one American is attacked, do 
we, as citizens, feel that we are all attacked?  
At what cost will we continue this “eye for 
an eye” mentality? Eventually a breaking 
point will be reached, and the catalyst for 
such an occurrence will be the widespread 
refusal to recognize and address the issue, 
for resentment can only stay mild and quiet 
for so long.

Amer i c an i
sm

THE Caity Coyne
Staff Writer

ANTI-
TRAGEDY



Amanda Berry, Gina DeJesus and 
Michelle Knight disappeared years ago, and 
after valiant searches for the three missing 
girls and many dollars raised to fund the 
searches, the three innocent women were 
deemed dead. But on Tuesday, May 7, 
Charles Ramsey heard a woman kicking 
the door of a house and screaming. Quickly 
he went over to the house and the mystery 
woman, along with a young child, insisted 
he kick the door in, which he did. The 
woman and child then ran to call the police. 
The woman than stated “Help me, I’m 
Amanda Berry. I’ve been kidnapped and 
I’ve been missing for 10 years but now I’m 
free.” The dispatcher sent police, but did not 
EHOLHYH�WKH�JLUO¶V�DFFRXQW�DW�¿UVW��:KHQ�WKH�
police arrived they found Amanda Berry 
and her six-year-old daughter, along with  
Gina DeJesus and Michelle Knight.

Three brothers who lived in the house 
were arrested without any names or charges 

TAKEN

It’s going to be that time of the year 
soon, and what better way is there to spend 
your summer than at a theme park! Many 
people travel across the nation to ride the 
most exciting roller coasters. One of the 
most exciting theme parks is Cedar Point in 
Sandusky, Ohio because of their new roller 
coaster, the GateKeeper, which opened on 
May 11.  When you enter Cedar Point, one of 
WKH�¿UVW�WKLQJV�WKDW�\RX�VHH�LV�WKLV�VSHFWDFXODU�
rollercoaster twisting and twirling through 
the sky. This has brought an endless line of 
excited people to the doors of Cedar Point. 

The GateKeeper cost a grand total of $30 
million and took over eight months to build. 
Even though it only took eight months to 
build, the GateKeeper took years of careful 
planning and development to be ready for 
FRQVWUXFWLRQ���7KH�*DWH.HHSHU�MXVW�¿QLVKHG�
construction and is now functional.This 
rollercoaster is special to Cedar Point mostly 
EHFDXVH� LW� LV� WKH�¿UVW�RQH�EXLOW� VLQFH�������
In order to make room for the GateKeeper, 
Cedar Point had to demolish several of their 
older rollercoasters, including the Disaster 
Transport and Space Spiral during the 
summer of 2012. This brought down the 
total number of the park’s Roller Coasters 
to 16. 

The GateKeeper is the park’s main 
attraction because of the vast number of 

Isaac Martirosian
Staff Writer

broken world records that it has accrued. 
7KH�*DWH.HHSHU� LV� WKH� ¿IWK�:LQJ� &RDVWHU�
model in the world, the longest of the 
winged roller coasters, with a drop peaking 
at 164 feet, breaking the record for longest 
drop! What makes winged Roller Coasters 
so important?  Winged roller coasters are a 
special hybrid Roller Coasters because the 
passengers are suspended on both sides of 
WKH� WUDFNV� ZLWKRXW� D� KRRG� DQG� ÀRRU�� 7KLV�
style of Roller Coasters is unique because 
LW�JLYHV�WKH�SDVVHQJHUV�D�VHQVDWLRQ�RI�ÀLJKW��
Riders sit on either side of a roller coaster 
track and are suspended from the train as 
if on the wings of a plane, giving them the 
VHQVDWLRQ�RI�ÀLJKW

With Its 4,164 foot track, and world 
record-breaking speed of 67 miles per-
hour, passengers get an intense adrenaline 
rush throughout the duration of the two 
minute, 40 second ride. If you are worried 
about waiting in line for hours, don’t. 
The GateKeeper seats 32 passengers and 
averages over 1,700 riders per hour.

GATEKEEPER

being released against either of them. A 
relative said one of the brothers owned the 
house, his nephew Ariel Castro. The police 
were led to believe that the three girls were 
tied up in the house since their teen years 
and early adult years of life. Castro lived 
in the house, but the other brothers were 
rarely seen at the house. 

Amanda Berry disappeared at the age 
of 16 on April 23, 2003, after she had 
called her sister to say she was getting a 
ride home from work at Burger King. Gina 
DeJesus was taken at the age of 14 on her 
way from school, one year after Berry 
was taken. Michelle Knight was taken in 
2002 and is now 32 years old. After many 
years of being secluded and held captive, 

and vanishing from their relative’s lives, the 
three women returned to loving and open 
arms. Some relatives claimed they had never 
given up hope on seeing them again. One of 
Berry’s cousins was extremely happy to see 
her again and couldn’t wait. Sadly, Berry’s 
mother died three years after her daughter 
disappeared. She had spent those years 
searching for Amanda and raising funds to 
¿QG�KHU�GDXJKWHU��+HU�FRXVLQ�VD\V� WKDW�KHU�
mother literally died from heartbreak over 
her missing daughter.

Even after piecing together the case, one 
thing left the police and the community 
stunned. How had the three women 
remained undetected by anyone for more 
than a decade? Two visitors had been 

recorded by police, including a report about 
calls made on Ariel Castro. In one case, he 
had been accused of leaving a child on a 
bus, and another report was lodged about 
D� ¿JKW� FDXVHG� E\�$ULHO� &DVWUR��$Q� LQPDWH�
who was serving time for killing a homeless 
man was accused of DeJesus’s death, and 
after he told them her body was buried in a 
Cleveland parking lot, police went and dug 
LW�XS�WR�¿QG�QRWKLQJ��$IWHU�SROLFH�KDG�EHHQ�
lead on by tips and even dug up two places, 
WKH\�VWLOO�FRXOGQ¶W�¿QG�WKH�WKUHH�ZRPHQ��

It took Amanda Berry herself to get out 
of the imprisonment, along with the help of 
her brave neighbor, Charles Ramsey.

Cole Rice
Staff Writer

A Rollercoaster for the Recordbooks



I’ve come to realize that school 
is an invaluable waste of time.  For 
some it is crucial for their lives after 
it’s all over, but for others it’s just 
another pointless hassle needed to 
continue on with their life. School 
is designed with a cookie-cutter 
mold to spit out balanced, worldly,  
working men and women, but this 
isn’t the reality. Everyone is an 
individual, being different is part of 
the genetic makeup, we all can’t be 
the same, and schools should realize 
this.  Education is important, but 
the way we approach it is entirely 
wrong.  Don’t make it a requirement, 
make it a privilege. By making it 
optional, you will get people in the 
school systems that want to be there 
and eliminate those who do not want 
to be there. People should only be 
educated in what they want to learn: 
this would lead to more specialized 
and focused work and task forces.  

Whether public, private or 
charter, schools have always wanted 
to be seen as elitist, upper division 
institutions.  The point is to get 
students from point A to point B 
with the fewest amount of tax dollars 
possible, getting the most “bang 
for your buck” all the while being viewed 
DV� WKH� FUHDP�RI� WKH� FURS�� �7KLV�ÀDVK\� DQG�
empty take on what schools should be is 
depressing.  I’m not advocating no school, 
I’m advocating for the right to choose. You 
are the one who knows yourself best.  I’ve 
had many opportunities to leave this school 
for something else, with the idea that it 
could have been better than what I went 
through, but I stayed here and stuck with 
it, thinking it would get better, giving it a 
constant second chance.  

I now realize that I should have left 
all those times I tried to, and I regret 
it.  If school were optional, there would 
be nothing I would regret, for I would 
approach school differently.  I see many 
of my friends and family that go through 
school, go to university, get a bachelors in 
communications all the while becoming 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in 
debt, only to not get a job or get laid off, 
becoming a bum that lives on their mother’s 
couch.  Go to school by all means, do what’s 
right for you, but what’s right for you isn’t 
necessarily what’s right for everyone else.

What is a family get-
together without a few 
sizzling rib eyes on the grill 
and mouths watering as the 
VPRNH�¿OOV�WKH�QRVWULOV�RI�WKH�
guests? When food is served 
at any special occasion my 
family hosts, there is almost 
always steak or some other 
type of red meat served--but 
unfortunately, family get-
togethers aren’t the only time 
I, or many other Americans, 
eat red meat. In fact, to me 
it seems customary for an 
American family to sit down 
and eat red meat at least once 
a week--though in many cases 
it is much more. 

This wouldn’t be much of a problem if 
red meats were as good for your body as 
they are to your taste buds. According to the 
American Heart Association, red meat has 
more cholesterol and saturated fat than other 
KLJK�SURWHLQ�VRXUFHV�VXFK�DV�YHJHWDEOHV��¿VK�
and even chicken. This means that when 
red meat is consumed as opposed to meat 
containing less saturated fat, the chances 
of one’s health deteriorating are greater, 
because cholesterol and saturated fat are 
widely known to raise blood cholesterol, 
resulting in a higher risk of heart disease. 
&KLFNHQ�DQG�¿VK�KDYH�OHVV�VDWXUDWHG�IDW�WKDQ�
most red meats; and in protein sources like 
beans and other plant proteins, cholesterol is 
non-existent. What’s more, the unsaturated 

IDWV� LQ� ¿VK�� DFWXDOO\�offer� KHDOWK�EHQH¿FLDO�
substances-- one of which includes Omega-3 
fatty acids.

This information may not be breaking 
news to anyone, but it appears to be widely 
ignored news nonetheless. I have heard 
countless times that I need to “go eat a 
hamburger,” or some other type of red 
meat, because it allegedly will “put some 
PHDW� RQ�P\� ERQHV�´� ,� ¿QG� VWDWHPHQWV� OLNH�
this to be offensive and incredibly ignorant 
considering that I try my best to be healthy, 
and that red meat isn’t necessarily healthy 
itself. 

So why do people feel the need to 
pretend as though it is, and literally try to 
shove it down other people’s throats? The 
strange thing is, I have heard comments of 

The Red (Meat) Scare

Ivy Robinson
Staff Writer

Leif Corbeil
Sta! Writer

Off To Neverland
As the school year is coming to an 

end, the urge to reminisce on all the crazy 
times we had is running through the senior 
class. With college expectations around 
the corner and adult-decisions now being 
made, you look back and smile at the 
simpler times; the times you goofed off in 
class when you were supposed to do class 
work. The hilarious conversations during 
lunch. The Friday and Saturday nights 
when you would go out with your friends 
and scream at the top of your lungs the 
lyrics to a song against the loud speakers. 
All the football or basketball games you 
went to, partially just to hang out with your 
friends. The days when you didn’t have to 
worry about adult things.

Its the fact that you know you have to 
grow up that makes you reminisce. Next 

Britanny Carillo
Sta! Writer
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the aforementioned sort from 
children and educated adults 
alike. Despite the shallow 
sarcasm clearly prominent 
within these “jokes,” I am still 
led to believe that people have 
encountered a misconception 
concerning what is necessary 
for the human body to be 
healthy, and what isn’t. I 
say this because Americans 
consume an average of 74 
pounds of red meat per person 
each year. That amount of 
meat doesn’t sound like your 
occasional burger at the beach 
or steak at a BBQ--74 pounds 
of meat is a LOT of meat, and 
with more and more studies 

VHDUFKLQJ� IRU� DQG� SRWHQWLDOO\� ¿QGLQJ� OLQNV�
between red meat consumption and cancer, 
and the known raise in the risk of heart 
disease as a result of red-meat consumption, 
to me, this is a frightening statistic. So I am 
not here to tell anyone how and/or what to 
eat, as has been done to me, I am simply 
trying to inform people that it may not be 
the best idea to eat too much red meat, and it 
is also a good idea to refrain from chastising 
those who do not eat meat appear to “need” 
more red meat. 

year, I will be in college holding a minimum 
wage job and paying for my own stuff like 
normal young adults should. But it is this 
moment when I start to panic as I realize: 
it is time to grow up. And quite frankly, I 
don’t want to. Of course I’m not saying I am 
going to act like a kid my whole life, but to 
graduate and try to be successful as a young 
adult in the world is like sailing on uncharted 
waters. To travel the seven seas with no map 
to guide you not knowing if you will sail in 
the wrong direction and crash.

Now, with sarcastic comments aside, I 
know growing up will be a great experience.
When I pay for my own things, I have a 
sense of pride knowing that I paid for it 
P\VHOI��*RLQJ�WR�FROOHJH�ZLOO�EH�EHQH¿FLDO�
so I can get a good job in the future.

I’m not saying to either grow up quickly 

or never grow up. I simply ask that as the 
¿QDO� GD\V� RI� WKH� VFKRRO� \HDU� FRPH� WR� DQ�
end, the things we experience as teenagers 
LQÀXHQFH�XV�WR�EH�ZKR�ZH�DUH�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH��
Remember the fun times we had as kids 
and never forget those memories. The 
friendships we have now will always be 
there. 

Being young is one of the high points 
of your life. It’s the time have to make 
mistakes and then learn from them. It’s 
the memories that you look back on 
when you are 70 years old and tell your 
grandchildren “When I was your age...” In 
these four years of high school, you learn 
and experience life to the fullest or at least 
you try to. Even though it is a cliche, you 
are young only once.



As my high school experience 
comes to a close and the end of 
\HDU�DFWLYLWLHV�EHJLQ��,�¿QG�P\VHOI�
UHÀHFWLQJ� RQ� HYHU\WKLQJ� ,� KDYH�
experienced and learned here at El 
Capitan High. I have slowly begun 
to realize the most important, 
lessons I have learned have not 
been through the traditional form 
of education. These life lessons, no 
matter how trivial they may seem 
DW�¿UVW��DUH�WKLQJV�WKDW�,�ZLOO�FDUU\�
with me as I venture into college 
life and beyond. So here it goes: 
the ten most important things I 
learned in high school that you 
FDQ¶W�¿QG�LQ�D�OHVVRQ�SODQ��

1. Do not procrastinate. In high 
school, procrastination seems to be 
a religion, followed by many, it is 
the mystical concept of “I’ll do it 
tomorrow” and “It isn’t due until 
next week.” If I could change only 
one thing about my high school 
experience, I would go back in time 
and put down my phone, log off 
of Pinterest and pause my current 
1HWÀL[� VHULHV� ORQJ� HQRXJK� WR� DW�
least do some of my AP calculus 
homework before Sunday night 
at 10:00. And a word to the wise 
underclassmen: those Instagram 
pictures  will still be there for 
you to double click after your 
chemistry homework is done, and 
Facebook will not become lame (if 
that hasn’t already happened) by 
the time you’re done reading your 
assigned novel for English.

2. Put yourself out there. With 
the risk of sounding cliché, the 
next thing I learned was that taking 
chances, putting yourself out there, 
is the greatest thing you can do 
for yourself. Whether it’s joining 
a club that none of your friends 
are involved in, or running for 
FODVV�RI¿FHU��WKH�RQO\�ZD\�WR�UHDOO\�
experience high school, and life for 
that matter is to take risks. Because 
if you don’t put yourself out there, 
if you don’t gamble it all knowing 
that you may fail, then you fail by 
default. 

3. Don’t be afraid to be alone.In 
high school, there seems to be this 
stigma about being alone; whether 
its walking solo to class or going to 
the bathroom by yourself at lunch, 
teenagers--girls in particular--have 
this irrational fear of independence. 
I’ve learned that being alone 

doesn’t make you a loser or  weird; in fact I 
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those  who are co-dependent on the constant 
presence of another person. Sometimes its 
okay to spend lunch by yourself working in 
the library, and it isn’t a crime to put your 
headphones in and have some alone time 
while walking to class.

4. Don’t judge someone because they’re 
totally different than you. I have absolutely 
nothing in common with some of the 
greatest people I have met in high school. 
They have taught me so much about things 
I typically would have paid no attention to, 
and even things I never knew about myself. 

5. Don’t believe everything you think. 
From a young age, we have been taught all 
sorts of things by the books we read, music 
we listen to, shows we watch and the adults 
that surround us. Most of these lessons are 
valid, important things that we should hold 
on to; however, other things can and should 
be challenged. When I came to the realization 
that just because I’ve believed something 
my whole life doesn’t mean it’s the truth, 
it changed my whole outlook on life. More 
importantly, the mere fact that the adults 
ZKR� LQÀXHQFH� \RX� EHOLHYH� LQ� VRPHWKLQJ��
doesn’t mean that you have to believe it too. 
It is said that the mark of a truly great mind 
is to be able to entertain a thought without 
accepting it; my experience in high school 
has taught me that recognizing when you 
DUH�ZURQJ�LV�SHUKDSV�WKH�PRVW�GLI¿FXOW�WKLQJ�
to do, but the most important as well. 

6. Do what makes you happy. Simple 
as that; respect yourself enough to walk 
away from anything that no longer makes 
you happy or serves you. It seems obvious, 
but sometimes it is these simple things that 

we forget most often; please remember that 
life is way too short to spend any time with 
people or doing something that isn’t giving 
you joy.

7. Embrace the things that make you 
different. The things that make you stand 
out are the most important parts of you and 
I learned early on that when you embrace 
\RXU�TXLUNV��DQG�WKH�ÀDZV�WKDW�\RX�QRUPDOO\�
try to hide, then no one can use them against 
you. It is important to remember, that trying 
to change who you are is a sad waste of the 
awesomeness that exists within you.

���'RQ¶W�EH�GH¿QHG�E\�ZKDW�RWKHU�SHRSOH�
think of you. You are your own person; 
TXLUNV�� WDOHQWV� DQG� ÀDZV�� LW¶V� DOO� \RX��$QG�
what other people think of these qualities 
should have no effect on you. I know, it’s 
easier said than done, but once you learn to 
let go of other’s opinions, trust me, life will 
be much easier. Be content with pleasing 
yourself and the people that matter will be 
pleased as well. 

9. A little kindness goes a long way. I 
KDYH� H[SHULHQFHG� ¿UVW� KDQG� WKDW� \RX� WUXO\�
never know the impact that your words may 
have on another human being. Good or bad, 
the things we say stick in the memories of 
all those we come in contact with; your 
actions can change someone’s life but it is 
up to you to decide whether it is in a positive 
or negative way. A wave in the hallway or a 
simple greeting to someone who looks like 
they could use a pick-me-up can go a long 
way. And if there is something that I have 
learned in high school that has changed my 
entire outlook on life, it would be this: never 
turn down the opportunity to carry out a 
random act of kindness.

10. As I was thinking about my future, 
and what I will end up doing with my life, I 
started to think about all the people who have 
come before us and altered the universe; 
and these were normal people, just like you 
and me, who radically changed the lives of 
millions, and then I thought: why couldn’t I 
do that? The answer is a simple one: I could.  
As  individuals, each and every one of us 
has the power inside of us at this moment 
to change the world. What an awesome, life 
altering idea; now just imagine if everyone 
believed it was true. To some of you I may 
sound a little unrealistic, or even a  little 
insane,  but isn’t that the point? Steve Jobs 
said that “the ones who are crazy enough to 
change the world are the ones who do” and 
I hope that I am just crazy enough to make a 
lasting impact while I’m here. 

In closing,  I would just like to say that 
the four years that I have spent at El Capitan 
High School have been the most confusing, 
stressful, frustrating and greatest years that 
I have spent so far. And while I hope that 
my best years are still yet to come, I will 
carry the people, experiences and lessons 
that I have learned in my time here with me 
for the rest of my life. Class of 2013: I hope 
we all go on to achieve greatness, and most 
importantly, I hope that we never forget the 
role-- no matter how small of a part you may 
think it is--that El Capitan’s staff, teachers, 
and students have played in helping us to 
become the best people we can be. 

Darbi Davidson
Editor-in-Chief



Everyday, I log onto my Facebook 
account and relish in reading through 
the various different posts by my friends 
and family--some of whom are people I 
rarely get to see face to face. This may 
sound strange, but I actually enjoy sifting 
through posts that are pleasing to look 
at and pleasant to read. Unfortunately, 
everyday like clockwork, I go from 
giggling at a photo of a silly cat or 
smiling at a nice status update, to feeling 
mentally scarred upon seeing a grotesque, 
graphic photo of swollen rotting body parts 
or nearly dead animals. On Facebook, there 
is an incessant circulation of such photos, 
and I never fail to feel utterly shocked by 
the concept of people trying to “show their 
support” for something by plastering their 
demented photos all over the Internet. I can’t 
help but believe that their attempt to change 
anything in a way that can be considered 
even remotely positive, is entirely 
counterproductive. The posters of such 
photos seem to attempt to justify sharing 
something so wrong by giving their friends 
the option of either “liking” and “sharing” 
the aforementioned gruesome photo--that is, 

only if he/she is against animal cruelty, child 
abuse or cancer; or they give the option of 
ignoring the photo if the viewer advocates 
all that is evil and wrong in the world. So 
as a viewer of the photo, I can either re-post 
something that I have no desire to share and 
am sure nobody wants to look at, or I can 
allegedly be an avid supporter of terrible 
things. 

7KH� )DFHERRN� ³ÀDVKLQJ´� GRHVQ¶W�
stop here; because apparently the gnarly 
stomach-churning photos aren’t enough. 
To top it all off, I am often threatened by 
an eternity “burning in Hell” if I do not 
“like” and “share” a photo of baby Jesus 
emerging from the clouds. I just cannot 
wrap my mind around any explanation as to 

why my “religious” friends feel that they 
have any right to suggest such things, when 
they are absolutely in no place to judge 
or determine anyone’s fate. If they are as 
devout and gung-ho as they like to imply, 
shouldn’t they leave the “sentencing” to 
God, Cthulhu or whatever else they vest 
their faith into?

The only sensible answer I can come 
up with as to why so many people post 
these shock-value photos in general, is 

the publicity aspect of it all. People crave 
JUDWL¿FDWLRQ��DQG�ZKDW�EHWWHU�ZD\�WR�JDLQ�LW�
than to expose pain and suffering of others, 
or make people question their moral values? 
I personally can think of many better ways, 
but I also don’t believe that anyone really 
likes these photos despite the tremendous 
amount of attention received when they post 
them. To me this seems like nothing but a 
cheap, sad way to up the number of “likes” 
one receives, and I don’t think it raises 
awareness of an issue or situation. 

facebook Flashers

Ivy Robinson
Sta! Writer

Binh-An With the Wind
Four years ago, I remember sitting in 

the bleachers in the gym during freshman 
orientation, hearing Mrs. Garcia say high 
school would be the best four years of my 
life. Although I would not agree with Mrs. 
Garcia, my time at El Capitan is one I will 
never forget. As I sit here writing my last 
article for the El Capitan Horizon, I realize 
how fortunate I am to have met a cosmic 
number of students and faculty who have 
taught me about the world around me 
and helped me grow and mature into the 
individual I am today. However, as much as 
P\�IULHQGV�DQG�WHDFKHUV�KDYH�LQÀXHQFHG�P\�
development, I realize that I am ultimately 
responsible for my own change. 

Throughout high school, our teachers, 
counselors, coaches and parents are always 
trying to help change our lives for better 
or for worse. I remember coming into my 
US History and Environmental Science 
classes last year expecting to learn just 
the material needed to pass the AP Exams 
assigned to those subjects. Though I gained 
D� VLJQL¿FDQW� DPRXQW� RI� NQRZOHGJH� IURP�
both courses, I gained something else far 
greater than the information found in my 

textbooks. Normally, teachers would stick to 
teaching the material present in the textbook 
without going into much detail about the 
information. However, in my US History 
and Environmental Science class, we were 
encouraged by the teachers to examine the 
material in depth, analyzing multiple sources 
outside of our textbook, with the hope that 
we would take with us both knowledge of 
the subject and an understanding of how 
that knowledge applies to our lives now and 
in the future. Although both teachers shared 
their wisdom on the subject alongside 
the essential information, the choice to 
receive that knowledge and form our own 
understanding of the subject was ultimately 
placed upon the student. Because I chose 
to study the material and gain knowledge 
of that subject because I wanted to, I now 
have a richer, clearer view of the world 
around me than I did prior to taking those 
courses. Based on those experiences, I 
may now safely argue that in spite of El 
Capitan’s reputation for being a semi-ghetto 
high school full of ignorant rednecks, the 
school does have the resources necessary 
for obtaining a quality education. Yes, the 

FODVVHV� ZHUH� GLI¿FXOW�� +RZHYHU�� DV� WLPH�
progresses, life becomes increasingly 
GLI¿FXOW��6R�ZK\�GR�ZH�FRQWLQXH�VNDWLQJ�E\�
on the bare minimum and waste our time 
with meaningless tasks? Here at El Capitan, 
we have a wonderful group of teachers who 
teach a number of fascinating subjects from 
Photography to AP Biology. The only thing 
stopping you from receiving that education 
is yourself.

Although high school is the time where 
we prepare for the beginning of our lives, it 
certainly does not mean we are limited to 
just homework and going to class. Learning 
can take place outside of the classroom 
as well. For some of us, high school 
SURYLGHV� XV�ZLWK�PDQ\�¿UVWV�� ¿UVW� WLPH�RQ�
D� VSRUWV� WHDP��¿UVW� WLPH�GULYLQJ�D�FDU��¿UVW�
UHODWLRQVKLSV��+LJK�VFKRRO�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�
I joined a sports team. I remember joining 
the cross country team my freshman year 
not because I thought it would be easy or 
because it would build upon my character, 
but because I wanted to be cool and play a 
sport. Unfortunately, running cross country 
doesn’t make you cool. It puts you a stride 
away from being a loser. Yet, I still would 
not trade my experience running cross 
country and track for a different experience 
on a different sports team. As strange as it 
may sound, running non-stop for miles has 

taught me almost as much about life as my 
teachers have. I won’t go into a metaphor 
about how life is like a race because that’s 
too cliche. However, I will share two things 
I carried away from four years of running.  
7KH�¿UVW�WKLQJ�ZDV�WKDW�,�ZDV�DEOH�WR�SURYH�
that with enough focus and determination, 
I would be able to achieve my goals as 
long as they were realistic. Cross country 
and track are sports where you compete 
against yourself, and it is this sense of self-
improvement which drives yourself as well 
as the entire team to success. Talent does 
play a role; however, remember that “hard 
work beats talent when talent doesn’t work 
hard.” The second was that the future is 
uncertain; athletes may experience injuries 
or life-changing events that could ruin their 
whole season. Having gone through a life-
changing event during my career as a runner, 
I realize that the same ideas apply off of the 
track. People always say things, post quotes 
on FaceBook and Instagram, about how we 
have to live life to the fullest regardless of 
the consequences. In a way that sounds less 
reckless, we should take advantage of every 
opportunity that comes our way because it 
PD\�EH�WKH�¿UVW�DQG�ODVW� WLPH�ZH�ZLOO�HYHU�
have that chance.

As we approach the date of our high 
school graduation, we approach the 
beginning of our lives. It may sound sad, 
but our childhood, for the most part, ends 
when we receive our diplomas. Many of us 
seniors will move on to community college 
DQG�IRXU�\HDU�XQLYHUVLWLHV�WR�¿QG�DQG�SXUVXH�
--or continue pursuing--our passions, while 
others will serve in the armed forces. 
Regardless of where we end up in the future, 
there will always be opportunities to learn 
and gain new experience that will enrich our 
lives and possibly enrich the lives of others. 
However, unlike in high school, we will not 
be given the tools needed to excel. Once we 
leave this campus, there will be no teachers 
or adult fgures to make sure we turn in our 
assignments in time and read the chapters 
we were supposed to read for homework. 
/LNHZLVH�� RXU� SDUHQWV¶� LQÀXHQFH� RYHU� RXU�
being weakens as we age. As a result, the 
decision to search for growth and knowledge 
falls ultimately upon our own shoulders. In 
the words of Albus Dumbledore: “Happiness 
can be found, even in the darkest of times, if 
one remembers to turn on the light.”

Congratulations, Class of 2013. It was 
good to be here with you.

Binh-An Nguyen
Editor-in-Chief



Before you read 
this review, you should 
be aware of how 
extraordinarily biased 
I am when it comes 
to anything concerning Jay Gatsby. The 
Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald is (for 
me) “literary nirvana”, if I may quote Mrs. 
Ehrenfeld. I have read and reread every 
page of that book cover to cover, analyzing, 
cringing, crying, and mostly connecting in a 
way that I never have before, so understand 
WKDW� %D]� /XKUPDQQ¶V� ¿�OP� DGDSWDWLRQ� LV�
something that I have been waiting years 
to see. Now that it’s here, however, I’m not 
quite sure if the anticipation was worth it.

Those unfamiliar with Luhrmann’s 
previous works like Moulin Rouge and 
Romeo and Juliet must realize that it is not 
D�%D]�/XKUPDQQ�¿�OP�ZLWKRXW� RVWHQWDWLRXV�
showmanship, loud music, and creative 
risks other directors wouldn’t dare to 
execute. I was expecting all of this when 
Luhrmann signed on for the remake of 
The Great Gatsby, and was even excited 
because there is so much potential in the 
Roaring Twenties. While Luhrmann did 
take advantage of the lively nature of 
the times, I feel that his emphasis on the 
ambiance of the period overshadowed the 
plot and storyline. Even in the previews and 
trailers, the cinematography and soundtrack 
was sold over the storyline and characters. 
Despite the disappointment this may have 
caused me and many other Gatsby fanatics, 
LW�E\�QR�PHDQV�ZULWHV�WKH�¿�OP�RII�DV�EHLQJ�
badly made.

The Great Gatsby, like Luhrmann’s 
former works, possessed all the elements 
RI� D� WUDGLWLRQDO� /XKUPDQQ� ¿�OP��XQULYDOHG�
costuming, an out of this world soundtrack, 
and cinematography that highlighted 
every necessary detail as either beautiful 
RU� GHVRODWH�� (YHU\WKLQJ� LQ� WKH� ¿�OP� SDLG�
tribute to the fast paced times, including 
the undeniable gangster element that made 
Gatsby his money, and the illicit speakeasies 
that brought light to the lives of those dulled 
by prohibition. Although the times may have 
been fast paced, the movie was the complete 
opposite. Scenes that could have taken 5 
minutes took 15 for the sake of showcasing 
VFHQHU\�DQG�GHWDLOV��ERJJLQJ�GRZQ�WKH�À�RZ�
RI� WKH�¿�OP�DQG�RQFH�DJDLQ�PLQLPL]LQJ� WKH�
importance of the characters and story. 
While DiCaprio’s portrayal of Gatsby was 
perfect, the rest of the characters did not 
seem to live up to their literary counterparts. 
Daisy (Carey Mulligan) was painted as more 
of a victim than a perpetrator, and was not 
nearly as unaware as she should have been, 
undermining the statement her character 
was meant to be making. Nick Carraway 

The Great Gatsby

�7REH\� 0DJXLUH�� ZDV� PRUH� GRH�H\HG� DQG�
SXSS\�OLNH�WKDQ�,�HYHU�ZRXOG�KDYH�LPDJLQHG��
and Jordan Baker (Elizabeth Debicki) was 
EDVLFDOO\�DEVHQW�WKH�ZKROH�¿�OP��PDNLQJ�KHU�
out to be a type of deus ex machina who just 
moved the plot along when necessary. While 
all the important quotations, symbols, and 
plot points were still present, the way they 
were spelled out for the audience made the 
effect almost silly. The meaning behind the 
Valley of Ashes, Daisy’s green light, and 
the Eyes of T.J. Eckleburg were explained 
point blank, and for me, this undermined the 
air of mystery meant to surround not only 
Gatsby’s life, but the nature of the society 
he chose to emerge himself in for the sake 

of Daisy and his American Dream. 
One of many redeeming points, besides 

the beautiful costumes and sets, was 
Luhrmann’s decision to incorporate a 
PRGHUQ� VRXQGWUDFN� IRU� D� SHULRG� ¿�OP�� %\�
FRPPLVVLRQLQJ�-D\�=��DQ�HQWLW\�VHFRQG�RQO\�
to Kanye (who also made an appearance 
RQ� WKH� VRXQGWUDFN�� LQ� WKH� FXUUHQW� KLS�KRS�
world, to produce the soundtrack, Luhrmann 
ZDV�DEOH�WR�JUDFH�KLV�¿�OP�ZLWK�DQ�DXGLWRU\�
excellence that appropriately complemented 
the cinematographic superbness presented 
for the entire 142 minutes. With modern 
artists like Lana Del Rey, Andre 3000, the 
XX, and Will.I.Am. making appearances, 
the music appropriately shook the audience 

awake after grueling 
scenes, and hooked them 
in for intense ones, while 
appropriately building 
up the anticipation for 

tense, climactic scenes including the entire 
¿�QDO� ��� PLQXWHV�� ZKHQ� XQDZDUH� DXGLHQFH�
members stared in shock and awe at the 
unpredictable turn of events. Albeit, with 
such a tremendous, star packed soundtrack, 
it’s no surprise that an executive decision 
was made to advertise the soundtrack over 
the plot, for something new would surely 
sell over an 80 year old story, no matter how 
badly I would like to argue otherwise.

While The Great Gatsby was not all that 
I thought it would be, I must admit that I set 
impossibly high standards that no producer, 
director, or screenwriter would ever be able 
to achieve. I wanted something great, that 
blew the original movie adaptations out of 
the water, but unfortunately, where those 
versions stuck only on plot, making a static 
GLDORJXH�GULYHQ�¿�OP��WKLV�YHUVLRQ�UHOLHG�RQ�
pretty showmanship and outrageous settings 
to grasp the audiences attention. Maybe one 
GD\��D�EDODQFH�EHWZHHQ� WKHVH�¿�OPV�ZLOO�EH�
reached, making the story appealing to both 
*DWVE\� ORYHUV� DQG� ¿�OP� IDQDWLFV� DOLNH�� EXW�
until then, us Gatsby lovers must respect 
and relish in the fact that more copies of 
The Great Gatsby have been sold in the last 
month, than in years following Fitzgerald’s 
publication. A lot of progress has been made 
in establishing a respect for this one book 
that caused Fitzgerald so much controversy 
and led him to die believing his work was 
forgotten and himself a failure. 

So, for myself and the rest of Fitzgerald’s 
followers, this may be our metaphorical 
green light, our hope that the rest of the 
world will start seeing this work of literature 
as so much more than required reading, 
and instead as literary nirvana. According 
to Nick Carraway, “you can’t repeat the 
past”, and while Luhrmann’s take on this 
³XQ¿�OPDEOH� VWRU\´� PD\� EH� À�DZHG�� KH� GLG�
not repeat the mistakes of his predecessors, 
instead he took the past adaptations of this 
¿�OP��WZLVWLQJ�DQG�PDQLSXODWLQJ�WKHP�WR�EH�
something purely his own, with a strong 
unquestionable reliance on Fitzgerald that 
gives a breath of fresh air to the original 
American Novel.

Caity Coyne
Staff Writer



Summer is here, the water is warmer, 
and the soundtrack for daily beach trips 
KDV� ¿QDOO\� DUULYHG�� DOO� WKDQNV� WR� 9DPSLUH�
Weekend and their highly anticipated third 
studio album Modern Vampires of the City. 
Since the release of their last album Contra, 
things have been a bit “weird and aimless” 
for the band, according to frontman Ezra 
Koenig. The members have been separated 
since the end of their Contra world tour, 
taking the time to explore their potential 
and experiment in individual projects. 
However, in 2011 they decided to regroup, 
giving fans of the indie band a sense of 
salvation. Koenig, along with Rostam 
Batmanglij (guitarist/keyboardist), Chris 
Tomson (drummer), and Chris Baio (bassist) 
agreed to take their time producing this 
album, getting back in the swing of things 
in order to produce an album capable of 
assisting them in shedding the negative 
“preppy, upper crust college student” image 
that their last two albums have gained them.

Fortunately, their mission was 
accomplished. Compared to their past two 
albums, MVOTC is heavy. Ezra Koenig 
is no longer the youthful 23 year old who 
sipped Horchatas in December, watching 
KLV� \RXWKIXO� ÀLQJV� WURW� DURXQG� WKH� FROOHJH�
campus, instead he’s starting to feel the 
clock ticking, and the time running as 
he grows, a sentiment that is touched on 
repetitively throughout this groundbreaking 
DOEXP�� DORQJ� ZLWK� WKH� LGHDV� RI� ¿QDOLW\��
religion, and the desperation in leaving 
some sort of successful mark on this world. 

MVOTC� ZLOO�� ZLWKRXW� D� GRXEW�� EH�
considered Vampire Weekend’s “mature 
album”, with tracks like the opening 
“Obvious Bicycle”, which chronicles the 
OLIH� RI� D� IULHQG� XQDEOH� WR� ¿QG� D� MRE�� DQG�
the disappointment and surreal reality the 
0LOOHQLDO� JHQHUDWLRQ� LV� IDFLQJ� LQ� ¿QGLQJ�
success, and “Everlasting Arms”, which 
narrates a one sided conversation from a 
deathbed to a God that the person refuses 
to believe in, despite their imminent death. 
In similar fashion, the track “Unbelievers” 
ties together a lot of the questions raised by 
making the statement that no matter what 
you do believe in, you’re an unbeliever in 
something, and when you inevitably die, 

One Choice Can
Transform You

The Kids Stand A Chance
you’ll die an Unbeliever “tied to the tracks 
of a train”. Ultimately, the song is a cry 
for some sort of unity in a world with so 
many diverse groups and beliefs, marking a 
transformation from the shallow materialism 
depicted in former songs like “Cape Cod 
Kwassa Kwassa” and “Diplomat’s Son”.

So yes. This album is heavy, and it 
is mature, but in depicting all of these 
seemingly hopeless themes, the band 
keeps true to the calypso melodies and 
“afropopisms” that they have become 
known for. Rostam Batmanglij, producer of 
the album, as well as keyboardist and bassist 
explained that the band was not afraid of 
sounding the same as they always had, but 
they wanted to be known for more substance 
in their lyrics, and with Ezra Koenig’s degree 
in English from Columbia University, and 
the time dedicated to writing and rewriting 
VRQJV�� WKH� ¿QDO� SURGXFW�� ¿OOHG� ZLWK�
weighted references (Millenials, Kennedy) 
, allusions (Yahweh, New York Times), and 
clever word play (“Diane Young”, cents 
of time), was something to be proud of. 

As great as the lyricism may have been, 
the true gem of this album is the production 
risks and barriers that Batmanglij and 
fellow producer Ariel Rechtshaid (No 
Doubt, Usher) crossed in manufacturing a 
record as unique as this one. While Vampire 
Weekend’s sound has always been one of a 
NLQG��WKLV�DOEXP�LV�DOPRVW�WKH�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�
experimental. With such techniques as pitch 
shifting and double track recording, along 
with the fresh onslaught of instrumentalist 
additions, no track on the C.D. ends up 
going where you’d expect, and that is 
refreshing. “Worship You” breaks from 
the fast spoken verse rhythm, into a 
melodic vibrato chorus.”Finger Back”, 
while being quick and choppy, leads into 
a spoken story about a young orthodox 
girl falling in love in an uptown falafel 
shop. “Young Lion”, the album’s closing 
track, is centered around a classical piano 
riff and gentle, choral vocals like nothing 
the band has ever used before, sending the 
listener off with a sense of connection that 
has been missing and weak since Contra. 

The only downside to this album is how 
impossible it is to sing along with Ezra 
.RHQLJ¶V�VXSHULRU�YRLFH���LW¶V�HPEDUUDVVLQJ��
really. With that little fact aside, Vampire 
:HHNHQG� KDV� HI¿FLHQWO\� EHFRPH� D� WKUHH�
time champ, with each consecutive album 
EHLQJ� GLIIHUHQW�� DQG� EHWWHU�� WKDQ� WKH� ODVW��
Modern Vampires of the City is, without 

New York Times bestselling author, Veronica Roth, has won the acclaim 
of readers worldwide with her dystopian novels, the Divergent trilogy.

&DSWXULQJ� WKH� DWWHQWLRQ� RI� \RXQJ� UHDGHUV�� WKH� ¿UVW� LQVWDOOPHQW� RI� WKH� WULORJ\��
Divergent�� WHOOV� D� VWRU\� DERXW� D� VL[WHHQ�\HDU�ROG� JLUO�� %HDWULFH� 3ULRU�� VHHNLQJ� WR� HVFDSH�
WKH� FRQ¿QHPHQWV� RI� KHU� SRVW�DSRFDO\SWLF� VRFLHW\�� 7KH� QRYHO� WDNHV� SODFH� LQ� D� IXWXULVWLF�
VHWWLQJ�RI�&KLFDJR��ZKHUH�VRFLHW\�LV�GLYLGHG�LQWR�¿YH�GLIIHUHQW�IDFWLRQV��HDFK�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�
DQG� DSSO\LQJ� GLIIHUHQW� YLUWXHV� RI� KXPDQLW\�� 2Q� D� JLYHQ� GD\� HDFK� \HDU�� HYHU\� VL[WHHQ�
\HDU�ROG�LV�UHTXLUHG�WR�WDNH�SDUW� LQ�DQ�DSWLWXGH�WHVW� WKDW�GHWHUPLQHV�WKH�IDFWLRQ�WKH\�WUXO\�
belong to. Once given results, they are given the choice to stay in their faction, or switch 
WR�DQRWKHU�RQH�RI� WKH�¿YH� WR�DGRSW�D�QHZ�YLUWXH�RI�KXPDQLW\��IRU� WKH� UHVW�RI� WKHLU� OLYHV�

Come time to take her aptitude test, Beatrice’s results aren’t as expected. 
She is not chosen for one faction, but three; thereby  making her Divergent. 
She is told to avoid sharing this information with anyone, as it would put her 
in danger. Beatrice does not feel she belongs to her original faction, so she 
ultimately decides it’s time to leave her family and the only life she’s ever known.

To be accepted into the new faction she’s chosen, she must pass through the initiation 
process and undergo many physical and psychological tests to prove that she belongs. As she 
DWWHPSWV�WR�¿W�LQWR�KHU�QHZ�VRFLHW\��ZKLOH�KLGLQJ�KHU�VHFUHW�RI�EHLQJ�'LYHUJHQW��VKH�GLVFRYHUV�WKH�
RQJRLQJ�FRQÀLFW�WKDW�WKUHDWHQV�WR�GHVWUR\�KHU�VR�FDOOHG�³SHUIHFW´�VRFLHW\��%HDWULFH�UHDOL]HV�WKDW�
her deepest secret might actually help her save the ones she’s grown to love, or destroy them.

 

a doubt, their best product yet, with one 
of a kind tracks and mature motifs that 
XQGHUPLQH�DQG�UHGH¿QH�WKH�ERXQGDULHV�WKDW�
critics and fans alike have assigned to the 
band, allowing them to shed the ivy league, 
polo shirt wearing image they have grown 

to detest, and instead paying them the 
honor of having so much more substance 
under the surface of their catchy, saltwater 
reminiscent beats and symphonies. So 
yes, Vampire Weekend is back, and this 
WLPH�� WKH� NLGV� GH¿QLWHO\� VWDQG� D� FKDQFH��

Mallory Havens
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Wavves, a 
band swimming 
in carelessness, 
booze, numerous 
illicit drugs and 
California rays, 
has recently 
released their 4th 
studio album, 
Afraid of Heights, 
which I foresee 
as being Summer 
‘13s anthem. 
3HUSHWXDOO\� FKLOO�
frontman Nathan Williams has shed, not 
only a troupe of fellow members, but also 
the self admitted phony persona he acquired 
with the making of 2010’s King of the Beach 
DQG�KDV�WUDQV¿�JXUHG�KLPVHOI��ZLWK�WKH�KHOS�
RI�ELJ�KDLUHG�FR�FRQVSLUDWRU�6WHSKHQ�3RSH��
into a raw and sombering, unashamed but 
leery presence in the industry. Williams 
released Afraid of Heights in March 2013, 
D�FRQJORPHUDWH�RI�*UHHQ�'D\�HVTXH�YRFDOV�
circa Dookie, a dash of Nirvana echos, and 
the duo’s own tangle of mind boggling 
contradictions. Afraid of Heights presents 
LWVHOI� DOPRVW� DV� WKH� PRUQLQJ� DIWHU� D� EHHU�
fueled rager, the sobering reality that hits 

MAKING
WAVVES

you as a hangover 
at 10am with 
tracks like “I 
Can’t Dream” and 
“Beat Me Up”, but 
À�LS�À�RSV� EHWZHHQ�
his backyard solo 
roots (“Mystic” 
and a revamped 
“Hippies is 
3XQNV´�� DQG�
his trademark, 
FKLPH�\�� VDQJXLQH�
d i s p o s i t i o n 

(“Dog” and “Cop”). While Wavves 
accumulated most of their acclaim from 
the help of MTV in 2010, I can’t anticipate 
the hype will remain with Williams’ new 
indecisively mature sound. Fellow fans 
have literally watched Wavves transform 
with each album produced, but Afraid of 
Heights KDV� PRVW� FHUWDLQO\� VROLGL¿�HG� WKH�

group as a powerhouse 
if they weren’t already...

Fast & Furious 6 raced into the box 
RI¿�FH� ZLWK� ������������� LQ� WKH� WKH� 8�6�
and over 300 million worldwide in its 
opening weekend. Fast & Furious 6 is 
directed by Justin Lin, produced by Neal H. 
Moritz, Clayton Townsend and Vin Diesel, 
DQG� � GLVWULEXWHG� E\� 8QLYHUVDO� 3LFWXUHV�

 In the sixth movie of the Fast & Furious 
series, Dominic Toretto (Vin Diesel) 
RU� 'RP�� JRHV� RQ� D� KXQW� WR� ¿�QG� KLV� ROG�
girlfriend Letty Ortiz (Michelle Rodriguez) 
who Dom thinks has been “dead” for several 
years. With the help of Brian O’Conner 
�3DXO� :DONHU��� 5RPDQ� 3HDUFH� �7\UHVH�
*LEVRQ���7HM�3DUNHU� �/XGDFULV���+DQ��6XQJ�
Kang), Riley (Gina Carano), & special 
agent Hobbs (Dwayne Johnson), they will 
attempt to take down Owen Shaw and his 
gang and win back Dom’s old girlfriend, 
Letty.  Letty has lost all her memory of her 
old life and has been brainwashed by main 
bad guy, Owen Shaw (Luke Evans) and his 
gang, who are very similar to Dom’s gang,  
PDNLQJ� 'RP¶V� -RXUQH\� D� GLI¿�FXOW� RQH�

This movie is full of stunts, many of 
which are very unrealistic and get your 
adrenaline running. This movie also 
FRQWDLQV�PDQ\�PRUH�DFWLRQ�DQG�¿�JKW�VFHQHV�
than the previous movies. There are not as 
many street races but there are several street 

    Rockin’ That Diesel Engine

The best books are 
the ones that you can’t 
put down, the ones you 
read outside of English 
class on your own time. 
Cracked is just that. I was 
introduced to this novel by 
my English teacher who 
gives us an assignment 
every grading period to read 
400 pages. Most students 
who don’t read at all 
ended up loving this book 
and couldn’t put it down. 

Cracked is written by 
K.M. Walton and is about 
two teenage boys, Victor 
and Bull, who have entirely 
different personalities and 
don’t get along all that 
great. Victor hates his life, 
has no friends, gets bullied 

and his parents are always criticizing 
him. Victor is tired of all this pain he has 
been put through all these years and takes 
D� ERWWOH� RI� KLV� PRWKHU¶V� VOHHSLQJ� SLOOV��

    Rockin’ That Diesel Engine    Rockin’ That Diesel Engine
chases between the two gangs and, as always, 
lots of destruction and mayhem  throughout 
the streets. In the movie, Owen Shaw and 
his gang have very good technology and 
great designs for cars that give them an 
upperhand throughout most of the movie. 

Away from all the action, Brian 
O’Connor’s wife, Mia (Jordana Brewster) 
KDV� KHU� ¿�UVW� FKLOG� DQG� LV� OHIW� DORQH� � ZLWK�
'RP¶V��JLUOIULHQG�(OHQD��(OVD�3DWDN\���(OHQD�
is accepting of Dom’s mission and says she 
would do the same thing if her old husband 
were possibly alive. Later in the movie they 
will serve another purpose and change the 
way you think the movie will end. This 
movie can be very unpredictable with many 
unexpected changes throughout the movie.

At the end, they show a short clip 
that hints yet another movie will be 
made. Although the length of this series 
upset several people, this series never 
seems to disappoint me and millions of  
other people across the world. 

WAVVESWAVVES

CR
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only to wake up in a hospital bed. Bull is 
an angry individual who takes all of his 
rage out on Victor, which makes him feel 
a little better. But that doesn’t stop Bull’s 
grandfather from getting drunk and hitting 
KLP��:KHQ�%XOO�KDV�¿�QDOO\�KDG�HQRXJK�KH�
GHIHQGV� KLPVHOI� ZLWK� D� ORDGHG� JXQ��RQO\�
to wake up in a hospital bed. When Victor 
and Bull end up as roommates in the same 
psych ward, there’s no way to escape each 
other or their problems. Ultimately, this 
means things will get worse before they 
get better. Victor being a quiet, shy person 
discovers a few things about himself and 
meets some individuals in the psych ward 
who help him realize he deserves to be 
alive. Bull discovers how to appreciate life 
and other people, mostly on his own. He 
meets a girl who is crazy in the head but 
at the same time shows Bull what love is. 

Chapters narrated by both Victor and 
Bull’s perspective help allow the readers 
to see the same situation through both 
Victor and Bull’s eyes. This is one of my 
favorite books because you get to see the 
perspective of two different people, a rich 

boy who has good grades and a nice home 
and also a mad bully living in a small home 
with a drunk family and little of anything. 
Victor and Bull have never gotten along, 
Bull has bullied Victor since grade school, 
Victor has never done anything about Bull 
bullying him. Bull just wants to feel like 
he belongs somewhere or to somebody. 

After reading this book, it opened my 
eyes to the people around me. I’m not one to 
judge and this book made it very clear why, 
you go to school with 1,600 other students. 

You see new faces almost everyday but 
how many of them do you actually know? 
You don’t know everyone’s life, take a step 
back and think to yourself: I don’t know 
these people so why should I be assuming 
who they are and why they do these things? 

Cracked is a 
marvelous book and 
will hopefully open your 
eyes after reading it.  

Hailey Smith
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Your horizon looks bright. Good 
OXFN�DQG�KDSS\�HQHUJLHV�ZLOO�¿�OO�\RXU�
life and all you need to do is keep 
your mind open and focus on bring 
more love into your world.

All the people in your life are getting 
along well. You’re handling all the 
end of the year activities with grace 
and charm, keep socializing, this is 
the time for you to have your fun.

Looks like you will have good luck 
in your professional life. The money 
VKRXOG� EHJLQ� WR� À�RZ� DQG� \RXU�
success will not stop there. Get out 
and do what you’ve always wanted 
to do, you can’t fail!

Take an adventure within the next 
year! Go discover a new culture, 
open your mind and heart and let 
the good luck you’ll be experiencing 
VRRQ�À�RZ�WKURXJK�\RX�

Looks like it’s time for a lifestyle 
VKLIW� LQWR� DQG� HDV\� DQG� ODLG�EDFN�
mindset. This will be a great time to 
rebuild bridges and heal old wounds 
that have been hindering you from 
moving forward.

During this time people will be 
drawn to you, and will love having 
you around. Just remember not work 
too hard. Always make time for fun.

You will have good luck in 
succeeding your goals this month. 
Your summer’s looking great as long 
as you follow your dreams and don’t 
let anyone hold you down.

During this summer you’re 
adventurous spirit will take over. 
There may be a few people that are 
not going to agree with your new 
points of view but you shouldn’t 
let them bother you. Just follow 
your heart and make great summer 
memories.

7KLV�PRQWK� \RX�ZLOO� EH� ¿�OOHG�ZLWK�
safe and secure energy. This is a great 
time for you to grow as a person and 
really get your feelings in order. 

Your romantic life is looking good. 
<RX�ZLOO�KDYH�JRRG�OXFN�LQ�¿�QGLQJ�D�
new, interesting partner; or if you’re 
already in a relationship you both 
will be feeling very social and happy 
together.

This month doesn’t look great for 
your professional life, there are good 
and bad energies at work, but if you 
NHHS�ZRUNLQJ�KDUG�\RX�ZLOO�¿�QG�WKDW�
the good energies will win out and 
everything will work out in your 
favor in the end.

Your money situation will not 
always match your ambitions for 
fun this month, however you will be 
DEOH�WR�¿�QG�FKHDS�ZD\V�WR�KDYH�IXQ�
with your friends and also open your 
mind to new ideas and adventures.

K  L  O  P  B  F  R  U  S  G  C  V  K  P  H  C  A  E  B  J 
R  G  T  Z  O  V  M  R  V  B  L  J  P  I  U  C  X  B  U  N 
D  S  D  P  H  F  K  K  P  G  U  R  J  J  U  Y  S  S  B  O 
S  X  S  D  F  R  E  E  D  O  M  D  V  E  C  Z  U  N  W  I 
A  B  A  X  Z  U  G  Z  Y  X  Z  I  S  Q  O  N  X  A  S  T 
D  Q  D  W  T  B  I  Y  K  O  A  F  M  K  S  T  A  M  E  A 
E  S  U  M  M  E  R  G  A  H  U  N  Z  C  I  L  Z  C  S  C 
U  D  U  W  H  X  S  D  H  V  J  G  R  D  D  E  W  Q  G  A 
S  I  R  Q  N  L  N  B  A  R  B  E  Q  U  E  K  B  N  Q  V 
U  L  U  G  F  O  X  X  S  U  E  B  S  R  G  N  T  Q  U  M 
Z  O  L  S  P  N  I  R  U  N  C  Z  O  C  Z  Q  M  M  R  F 
E  N  X  P  F  G  Z  T  W  M  D  B  G  M  Y  C  M  F  M  T 
G  Y  D  K  M  T  C  S  A  P  D  P  V  N  U  J  Z  A  U  A 
A  H  Y  H  D  E  C  E  A  U  Y  G  M  R  I  N  G  G  M  E 
Z  R  E  I  G  I  H  R  R  T  D  A  R  U  Q  N  E  Z  U  H 
P  Q  V  P  E  E  T  N  V  O  A  A  L  W  L  I  N  D  Z  F 
P  J  X  Z  E  Y  S  X  Y  F  U  S  R  E  E  U  U  A  H  E 
R  U  H  K  X  Y  G  A  T  Z  T  I  J  G  S  T  I  X  T  P 
G  X  M  U  J  B  G  M  N  B  A  N  A  J  P  C  C  Y  Y  G 
H  E  B  T  E  H  E  R  C  D  P  M  C  G  V  O  V  X  O  J 

Barbeque Sand 
Beach Summer 

Freedom Sunscreen 
Fun Surf 

Graduation Tanning 
Party Vacation 

�

There’s something so great to me about 
a bunch of teenage Brooklyn boys with the 
VDPH� XQG\LQJ� ORYH� IRU� KLS�KRS� VSLWWLQJ�
rhymes over a Doom beat; it actually makes 
PH�EHOLHYH�WKHUH�LV�VWLOO�KRSH�IRU�WKH�KLS�KRS�
ZRUOG�� 7KH� 3URJUHVVLYH� (UD� LV� D� JURXS� RI�
WHHQDJH�KLS�KRS�KHDGV�LQYHVWHG�LQ�EULQJLQJ�
back that 90’s golden age hip hop sound. 

3UR� (UD� LV� PDGH� XS� RI� DURXQG� ���
DVSLULQJ� DUWLVWV�� DOWKRXJK� RQO\� DERXW� �� RI�
WKRVH����KDYH�PXVLF�RXW�QRZ��7KH�PXVLFDOO\�
active members of the collective are, Joey 
%DGD���� &KXFN� 6WUDQJHUV�� &-� )O\�� .LUN�
Knight, Dessy Hinds, Dyemond Lewis, 
DQG��1\FN�&DXWLRQ��$OO�RI�WKH�0&¶V�LQ�3UR�
Era met at Edward R. Murrow, their high 
school in Brooklyn. All with a passion for 
UDSSLQJ� DQG�KLS�KRS�� WKH\�TXLFNO\�GHFLGHG�
WR� PDNH� WKHLU� JURXS� RI¿�FLDO�� VWDUWLQJ� ZLWK�
D� QDPH�� 7KH� 3URJUHVVLYH� (UD�� 7KH� PDLQ�
LQÀ�XHQFHV� RQ� 3UR� (UD� DUH�1DV��:X��7DQJ��
ATCQ, Doom, Madlib, De La Soul, The 
3KDUF\GH��DQG�PDQ\�RWKHUV��$V�D�JURXS�3UR�

(UD�UHOHDVHG�WKHLU�¿�UVW�PL[WDSH�FDOOHG�³3HHS�
7KH�$352FDO\SVH´�RQ�'HFHPEHU�����������
This mixtape displays the talent of these 
young MC’s. Whether they’re rapping over 
a classic Dilla beat or a beat produced by a 
IHOORZ�3UR�WKH\�DOO�SHUIRUP�ZLWK�DGYDQFHG��
OHYHO�O\ULFLVP��-RH\�%DGD���LV�WKH�OHDGHU�RI�
the pack with 2 mixtapes out now, “1999” 
DQG�³5HMH[´�ZLWK�DQ�(3�FRPLQJ�RXW�-XQH����
(Summer Knights), and numerous features 
LQ� VRQJV� ZLWK� DUWLVWV� OLNH� $�DS� 5RFN\��
Chance The Rapper, Ab Soul, Big K.R.I.T, 
Action Bronson... and many more. Already 
,PSUHVVLQJ�UHVSHFWHG�DUWLVWV�VXFK�DV�-D\�=��
1DV�� DQG�0)� 'RRP�� 3UR� (UD� LV� ERXQG� WR�
PDNH�D�KXJH�LPSDFW�RQ�WKH�KLS��KRS�ZRUOG��
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