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Moaning Myrtle

El Capitan’s Roots and Shoots club, 
on a mission to replant the El Capitan 

school year. The plant, a Crape Myrtle 
tree, has been named Moaning Myrtle.

The tree was planted on September 

The Roots and Shoots club, led by Ms. 
Rosenberger and Ms. Trochta, wanted to 

principal, Mrs. Emerson. The tree cost about 

Shoots club intends to rotate responsibility 

Originally the tree was to be planted by 

boulder had been buried underneath the 

reasons, the planters buried the boulder 

presence was only a small complication, 

that stands just beside the quad, where 
it is watered and maintained regularly.

Sara Mackey

Staff Writer

summer and autumn. Crape Myrtles can 

they are not exposed to extreme weather.

supposed to be, the Roots and Shoots 

goes well, Roots and Shoots will plant this 

participating in the club, Roots and Shoots 
Germophobes:

Holley Thompson

Staff Writer

good thing the district has decided to install 

they put hand sanitizer in the classrooms 

at the restroom to wash your hands. When 
you can’t wash with soap and water, use 

the school to stay open and running 

you can to stay healthy and in class.     

year, schedule, and athletic league 
organization, El Capitan High School 

principal. Principal Susan Emerson 

and went on to major in biology at San 

teaching mostly biology and chemistry, 

Eric Vigil

Staff Writer
years. Mrs. Emerson then got into the 

and Santana, and two years as Principal at 

as the Principal at Escondido High School.

in the area, and has an interest in El Capitan 

Capitan, Mrs. Emerson says her goals 

the school are also among her goals. 

between students, teachers and parents. 

meetings monthly and wants to institute 

academics, attendance and citizenship.
Her approach to dealing with the 

as principal at El Capitan High School 
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Hot Seat

If You could ride to 

school on any animal, 

which one would it be?

Mythbusters:

swallow gum because it will clog up your 
stomach? Not to touch toads because they 

UP, 

So, are they really true? Or are they 

MythBusters 

recreated or closely recreated 

helium balloons to a house can 

UP

balloon experiences buoyant 

the air it displaces minus its 

Popular science.com

helium is lighter than air, it 

you  calculate that it would 

is basically a giant balloon, can carry up 

Wanted

cough

superhuman strengths shooting the bullet 
cannot change the bullet’s straight course. 

Sean Rivera

Staff Writer
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Photo of the Month

Got your own artwork, photo, poem or other creative piece? 

Submit it to room 837 to be considered for publishing.
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Teacher

Wanted. 

your stomach to clog up because it 

other substances that are easily digested 

Chicle trees, which cannot be digested by 
our bodies, there is nothing special that 

goes inside our bodies. The indigestible 

be digested, maybe it’s more reasonable 



Hot Seat

(cont.)

became a statewide organization. The 

and encourages students to expand their 

with youth trainings in leadership, mailings 

also hosted a dance competition in the 

club. Camp Lead was another organization 

opportunity to mentor elementary school 

in caring relationships that help them 

center. They will also be selling sweet 

Holley Thompson

Staff Writer

has made some dramatic changes to their 

camp at UC Santa 

they got new ideas 

and learned how to 

and organized. One 
new change this 

that the El Capitan 

sells school supplies 
recommended by 
the El Capitan 

Heyley Aubrey

Staff Writer

The renowned Club Starz in 
Escondido already attracting high school 

into the club. Upon 
entering you will 
go into the main 
room, where 

techno hits.  The c l u b 

watt sound system. There are two stories 

Meredith Johnson

Staff Writer

There is no alcohol allowed on the 

i n s i d e and outside the 
club at all times that 

s e a r c h 

tops. No one is allowed to 

hats inside the club, or 
anything that could 

The club is 
all about good, 

Without these rules 

earn six points. You can earn points by 

certain classes during your sophomore or 

extra hard this year 
to publicize school 

way is by posting 

science building 

about upcoming 

also be posted on 
the marqué and 
on the computer 
screens in the 

recognize academic 
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LIVE COMES 
TO EL CAP



Jenna Odneal

Staff Writer

Varsity Spotlight

As a right tackle for El Capitan’s varsity team, Anthony Agunat has big hopes and dreams for this 

year’s season. Agunat started playing football in the 7
th
 grade, “I started playing football because 

I thought it would be good at it, and I knew it was a great way to get into college”, he said. The 

inspiration to play came from his father. “I was going to quit, but my dad was going to have surgery 

and I remember him always having a smile on his face whenever he watched me play, “ Agunat said.

With only 5 years of experience, Agunat’s hard work and determination led him to a position 

on the varsity roster during his sophomore year. It is hard to believe that just last year; he tore 

Agunat’s dreams are to go to college “somewhere close enough for my parents to come 

watch my game’s, yet far enough to become more independent. Just incase those professional 

football fantasies don’t work out, Agunat hopes to become a teacher or a physical trainer.

Football I not his only priority: he also holds a spot on the varsity basketball team. When 

Agunat isn’t indulging in sports, he enjoys working out. He wants to become bigger, better, 

faster and stronger. However, when it comes down to it, nothing can replace his love of those 

Friday night games, full of Vaquero pride. Agunat’s motivation to succeed comes from the 

following quote,” to get what you have never had, you must do what you have never done.”

 

With only one year of high school left, Rebecca Walger is going out with a big bang. El Capitan’s 

biggest goals for this year is to take home CIF and to win league. Walger said,” I love the feeling 

of a good save and the adrenaline rush of strokes, along with the family aspects of the team.”

good way to make friends. My sister played and it was a good way for us to become closer”, she said.

Before games, Walger prepares herself by getting pumped up with songs like “remember 

the name” by Fort minor and “can’t be touched” by Roy Jones. She becomes a better goalie 

with the help of some serious dedication and a great deal of practice. Each day, Rebecca and her 

teammates take time out of their hectic high school schedules to work on drills, stick skills and 

team bonding strategies. For Walger, it’s all about getting to the ball and blocking each shot.

With each game won or lost, Walger still feels like her team is her family. Both on and off 

and is always about staying positive, encouraging the team and just going crazy”, says Samantha 

Kyne. Every new obstacle the young athlete faces, there is always A Vaquero pride in her eye. 

When asked what quote she lives by, Walger simply stated, “I live to die and I die to live. “

In the upcoming school year 

Grossmont Union High School 

District’s sports divisions will 

undergo a change; members of 

the Grossmont North League and 

Grossmont South League will realign.  

El Capitan, Santana and El Cajon 

will be joined by Mount Miguel and 

Monte Vista to make up the Grossmont 

North League. Grossmont and West 

Hills, formerly part of the Grossmont 

North League, will join Helix, 

Valhalla and Granite Hills to make 

up the Grossmont South League. This 

reorganization will affect all sports 

except football this year, and will take 

effect for football beginning next season. 

The reasoning for the change was to 

put the lower enrollment schools together 

and schools with higher enrollment 

together.  In the past, some of the lower 

enrollment schools felt that some of their 

sports teams were unable to compete 

in the leagues they were assigned.  

Following the change, the main question 

is, how will this affect El Capitan?                                                                                 

El Capitan Athletic Director and Head 

Baseball Coach Steve Vickery had much 

program will have a better chance to be 

competitive in the new league,” he said. 

When asked about the negative aspects 

of the new league, Vickery said, “We lose 

many rivalries that have been established 

over the years. Two primary examples 

are in football versus West Hills and in 

not changed in over 12 years so I think 

it was time to realign. This is something 

our league will look at every 3-4 years 

from here on out.”                                     

El Capitan’s student athletes also had 

some views on the league change. Andrew 

Cable, varsity basketball forward said, 

won’t have as much competition.”  

Troy Zawlacki, member of El Capitan’s 

golf team, said, “The matches will not be 

nearly as challenging.”  He also predicts, 

“El Capitan’s 

golf team 

will have an 

u n d e f e a t e d 

record and 

a sure spot 

in CIF.”  

According to 

Jackson Autry, 

varsity singles 

tennis player,  

“It’s kind of 

good for tennis.  

We’ll get killed 

Elden Whisman

Staff Writer

REDEFINING THE BOUNDARIES 
in pre-season when we play teams from the 

other league, but in regular season we’re 

going to shake and bake.” Students seem 

the new league.  However, some students 

expressed other feelings.  Varsity cross 

country runner Connor Macky said, “It 

killed the rivalries we had.  It’s basically 

the rich district versus the poor district.” 

According to Bill Dickens in his Union 

Tribune article on the reorganization, “Plans 

to rename the new leagues are on the table. 

Among the top candidates are Grossmont 

Hills League and Grossmont Valley League.”



The boys are back in the pool, and this 

year they’re looking for victory. Captains 

Bryan Castle, Derek Dubler and Travis 

Kemsley are pushing the El Capitan 

varsity boys’ water polo team to do their 

best and strive for a winning season.

This year the varsity team has almost 

all new players. Many of the athletes were 

junior varsity players last year, but that 

fact alone won’t stop them from reaching 

their goals. During practice the boys swim 

constantly, which makes sense since at 

least 75 percent of water polo is swimming. 

Along with swimming, the boys pass the 

ball and do shooting drills completing 

workouts to strengthen their abs.

Practice is the main key to doing well 

in a game, but for the goalie it’s a different 

kind of practice. This is Kemsley’s second 

year as varsity goalie. During some 

of the practices, Kemsley must wear 

weight belts and even a shirt in the water.

All of the boys work on improving 

their leg muscles; to do this, they have to 

hold two full two-liter bottles in the air 

while treading water. All of these strategies 

for strengthening the players help the team 

to be better, faster 

and stronger.

Before each 

game, two of 

the captains 

have some odd 

traditions that 

they do. Not only 

do they listen to upbeat music (such as, 

“Broken” by Lifehouse or “The Road to 

Hell is Paved With Good Intentions”), but 

Castle will hold the game ball for 5 minutes 

before the game while sitting on the bench 

Kayla Royce

Sports Editor

Spiffy in Speedos
while Kemsley touches the goal (every side 

of it), puts water in his mouth, jumps up and 

spits water out while diving into the pool.

Along with the rituals, most players like 

getting inspired before a big game. Dubler, 

Castle and Kemsley 

are in charge of 

getting everyone 

stretched before 

the games and they 

enjoy giving their 

team inspirational 

talks. After 

games, the boys 

sometimes have 

to do in-and-outs, 

j u m p i n g 

into the 

pool from 

one end of 

the deck, 

swimming 

across the 

pool and 

g e t t i n g 

out on the 

other side.

Games are the athletes’ favorite part 

of the sport. These boys love how intense 

and demanding water polo is. “I love the 

look of utter defeat upon the faces of the 

opponents after I stop their shot,” said 

El Capitan boys water polo work their way to the top!

School is back in session and 

sports are back in action! The Lady 

Vaqueros Varsity volleyball team is 

looking to have yet another great season. 

With Seniors such as: Cherise Baker 

(’10), Alyssa Frazier (’10), Kara Hostetler 

(’10), Lauren Kipp (’10), Juniors; Heyley 

Aubrey (’11), Erica Charlesworth (’11), 

Kelsey Iverson (’11), Nicole Kauk (‘11) 

Casey McNellen (’11), Ashley Mitchell 

(’11), and Ali Morgan (’11) the team is 

destined for success. While age might be 

an issue, considering that only 4 out of 11 

players are seniors and most players have 

little or no experience playing volleyball 

at the varsity level; agility, height, 

determination, relentlessness and leadership 

will all contribute to a fantastic year. 

Leading the squad is captain Erica 

Charlesworth. Facing rough challenges 

will illustrate the team’s determination. 

Speaking to Erica after the tragic loss to the 

Granite Hill Eagles she said, “We played 

very well even though some of the girls may 

have had a little doubt in their tummies. 

The crowd really stepped it up and played a 

vital role in our success. It feels good being 

away from El Cap yet having your crowd 

louder than the home teams.”   

Although the team is off to a slow, 

with a record of 1-3, they look forward to 

rebounding and hitting league with a bang. 

As one of the captain’s of this athletic 

team, Charlesworth works to motivate 

players when they miss a hit or execute a 

bad spike, and when they are behind on 

the scoreboard. She shows that you must 

not give up and you always need to play 

until the game is over. In addition to being 

a captain of the team, Charlesworth is 

also the setter. Watching this team hustle 

and leave it all out on the court to get 

that win, is something special. “Being 

a Captain is not easy, but it is fun work 

or her strengths and weaknesses but it is 

use them to our advantage,” said Erica. 

Also a part of the Varsity volleyball 

team is Horizon staff writer Heyley 

Aubrey (’11). “Playing volleyball with 

these girls is a blast. I look forward in 

progressing every practice because in 

the end, that is what it is all about,” said 

Heyley. She also said that Charlesworth 

Bumps, Sets and Spikes!

Eric Nunez

Staff Writer

Kemsley. The team also likes to spend time 

together. They have plans for team bonding 

including a trip to the beach to swim.

started playing polo when she was 12 

years old and loved the game from the 

start. She has coached at El Capitan for 

two years and loves the program. “I coach 

because I love seeing kids be successful at 

something that I taught them,” Veronica 

said. She believes that hard work and 

pushing limits leads a team to achievement. 

“I think that the fundamentals and the 

basics win championships,” Veronica 

added. “Being positive is a really big deal 

to me. I love giving positive feedback.”

When the boys played against El Cajon, 

they won 11-3. They’re hoping to take 

the victory for all of their games. If they 

continue to work hard and stay positive, 

then their season is going to go smoothly.

is always positive, has great charisma 

and brings good leadership to the team. 

A major loss for this year’s team is player 

Ali Morgan (’11). Trying to overcome a 

recent injury, Morgan, a key player, may 

have pushed her knee slightly too far 

and doubts for the season are the subject 

of discussion. Replacing such an athlete 

will be yet another barrier for the team. 

A great thing about this team is that 

after the game they can all head down to 

Jack in the Box and grab something to eat. 

Chemistry is what makes good teams better. 

I am not speaking of the science class, but 

rather the respect and hard work brought to 

a team by each individual. Everyone gets 

along and count each other as good friends. 

The varsity volleyball team is looking 

forward to a great season as league 

creeps closer and closer. As they travel 

from school to school, they learn from 

their mistakes and look to improve from 

day to day. The road to improvement is 

only the Journalism staff, but also El Cap 

as a school, good luck this season Lady 

Vaqueros! Put your back into it, girls.



Nano Goes Video
Eric Vigil

Staff Writer

On September 9, Apple released their 

iPod Nano. But unlike previous versions, 

this new Nano comes packed with hi-tech 

The most 

the new Nano 

the built-in 

video camera. 

per second 

audio with 

a built-in 

microphone, 

the Nano is 

video to your 

computer and 

video on 

YouTube. 

The Nano 

c a m e r a 

c o m e s 

w i t h 

Black and White, X-Ray, Film Grain, 

estimated to be $28 billion in debt. In 

e-books could save schools millions 

S o u r c e s 

N e t w o r k , 

the state 

two required 

s u b j e c t s : 

math and 

s c i e n c e . 

to the 

and science 

met at least 

90 percent 

students and teachers to download and 

save money even without computers or 

laptops. Teachers can print out material 

and it would still 

a traditional 

G o v e r n o r 

reactions about 

his decision 

to pursue e-

schools. Critics 

are concerned 

Catherine Corrado

Art Director

Goodbye Textbooks,
Hello Techbooks

Live Pause, and VoiceOver. Genius allows 

names, lets you pause the station, rewind 

will come up when you sync your iPod 

Nano to the computer. VoiceOver reads 

The iPod 

Nano has a built-

l i t h i u m - i o n 

hours, and can 

a time. An 8GB 

Nano will hold 

video, and a 16GB 

Nano can hold up 

The built-

i n 

microphone can also be used to record 

Health Care: 

The Debate Rages On

Dane Kufa

News Editor

health insurance 

and better 

accountabi l i ty 

within the health 

insurance system. 

will save $500 

billion over a 

ten-year period; 

health care in a 

e c o n o m i c a l l y 

responsible way. 

The bill also 

proposes that 

businesses have 

it would prohibit insurance companies 

public health insurance option. A public 

any citizen the choice to have medical 

company. This public option would be 

m a n y 

m e m b e r s 

think that the 

need any 

s o m e 

m e m b e r s 

what they 

c o n s i d e r 

wants them 

r e m o v e d .

The main 

opponen t s 

is over 

the public 

option. They 

b e l i e v e 

the public 

option will 

reduce the competition between insurance 

they want while the private companies 

See Health, Page 7 



Principal With No Principles: cannot do that or else they will not 

does not need to be publically run, 

to purchase insurance. For a healthy 

employees. It is estimated that 15 

In a recent 60 minutes interview 

a while and once this bill passes, I own 

25 percent, insurance companies are 

Official Embezzles Money From Local PTO

Sara Mackey

Staff Writer

An elementary school principal 

PTO and the Oceanside 

On September 22, 

Paulette Thompson stood 

supposedly took place 

2008, while Thompson 

served as principal.

Steve Lombard, 

school district, said 

concerns over Thompson 

Lombard was unable to disclose any 

While she was principal, Thompson 

Health (cont. from page 6)

South Oceanside Elementary School, has 

served as principal in 

Szumowski allowed 

Thompson to remain 

promise that she would 

return to court on the 

additional punishments 

probation to nine years 

Robert Eichler.

Szumowski set a 

SDSU Enrollment

Priority Eliminated

a two-tiered system, which entitled 

SignOnSandiego.com. This 

students in our area will have lost that 

with 55 thousand other applicants 

many students and teachers alike. 

Schools outside the area, however, 

to the Union Tribune, include:

Students will need to apply to 

classes within their major or how 

be able to submit applications 

to act. Students who want to improve 

SAT by November. Counselors stress 

options or alternate plans available. 

Sean Rivera

Staff Writer

the homeless population as a whole, 

built up and then broken down by about 

30 homeless people.  The encampment 

Breezeway, under the county courthouse 

Voice of San Diego, 

Voice 

of San Diego

Historically, tent cities have popped 

up near railroad tracks and were occupied 

mostly by men.  Now, because of the 

current economy, the job market is 

tightening, foreclosures are on the rise 

and the price of every day essentials to 

every day life are becoming out of reach. 

Homeless advocacy groups nationwide 

are reporting the greatest number of 

homeless citizens in a generation.  

themselves part of these communities.  

Michael Stoops, executive director of the 

National Coalition for the Homeless said, 

“It is clear that poverty and homelessness 

have increased.  The economy is in chaos, 

Americans are worried, from the homeless 

to the middle class, about their future.” 

Tentward
Bound

Elden Whisman

Staff Writer



Finally, a website that lets you study, act 

like a philanthropist and put off doing your 

homework all at once! FreeRice.com converts 

its visitors’ vocabulary comprehension into 

rice for countries in need, making 

it one of the more addicting 

yet practical sites on the web.

The gameplay is simple: users 

receive a vocabulary word and 

correct answer means 10 grains of 

rice donated to people in developing 

rice is paid for by private sponsors, and 

as you play, a bowl in the right sidebar 

representation of the real impact your 

command of the English language is making.

If the English language is not particularly 

under your command, have no fear. FreeRice.

com adjusts its vocabulary words between 

six levels, starting at the lowest and moving 

up or down based on how many words are 

correct answers, but there is no penalty for 

incorrect ones—you simply get a new word 

Lurking has reached 
a whole new level thanks 
to LookBook.nu. Now 
creepsters from all over 
the world can not only 
obsess over the lives of 
cute hipsters on Myspace, 
Facebook and Livejournal, 
but they can also engross 
themselves in their 
day-to-day wardrobe. 

LookBook offers a 
number of services to its 
chic members, including 
forums, interviews, 
comments by other 
users, and a ranking 
system that determines 
which looks are hot. 

Members are 
encouraged to post photos 
of their looks and tag each 
article of their clothing in 
subcollection by designer, 
category and color. Looks 
that are decided to be fresh 
can be “hyped,” or voted 
up, which can eventually land them on the 
“HOT” page, which features the crème de la 
crème of get-ups. Members that often “hype” 

Annica Redmond
Editor-In-Chief

It was typical Thursday night in 
September 2008. Saying, “hasta luego” 
to my Spanish homework, I assembled 
my tuckus into the computer chair and 
instinctively journeyed on to MySpace, the 
social network that won the hearts and the 

depleted minds of people all around the 

leaving homework for the guilty pleasure of 
penetrating the secrets of other people’s lives, 
but this time it’s with a new lover: Facebook.

Apparently I’m not the only one who 
has made the transition. As I make my 

that the once vibrant community of users 

 “Sometimes, I have to count my toes 
just to make sure they’re all there.” This, 
my friends, is the kind of pure greatness 
that Mylifeisaverage.com offers. 
Average people submit short, witty 
stories, highlighting the average events 
that take place in their average lives. 
Unlike Fmylife.com and mylifeisG.com, 
which base their humor off disturbing, 
sexual experiences, MLIA provides more 
tasteful humor based in more mundane 
situations. The site developers believe 
“anyone can submit a story, because 
everyone’s lives are unexciting and 

MLIA also allows you to comment your 
own opinions, and vote on whether the 
stories are actually average or “meh.”

Do you have strange experiences 
involving Harry Potter, Ninjas, or 

Joe Armenta
Editor-in-Chief

Cassie Jungers
Ads Manager

Catherine Corrado
Art Director

Horizon Website Recommendations

LookBook.nu _ X

looks they adore are given “karma” points that 
build their reputation as a stylist. If a user is 
especially infatuated with a certain look they 
can add it to the “LOOKS I LIKE” section on 

their userpage, so other 
members can recognize 
their reverence 

Most looks are 
posted in the manner 
of a full-body photo, 
along with a close-up 
on a favorite detail 

LookBookers are 
young, hip, attractive 
Europeans dressed 
in vintage garb who 
exude a charming 
worldliness and 
enviable individualism. 

L o o k B o o k . n u 
serves as an epicenter 
for unique garments, 
swank costumes, and 
dapper ensembles. Its 
exclusive streetstyles 
can also provide 
much inspiration for 
anyone’s respective 
fashion world. 

Their tagline of “COLLECTIVE 
FASHION CONSCIOUSNESS” 
certainly rings true.

and the opportunity to redeem yourself with 

the word you got wrong a few turns later. 

Finally, if English vocabulary really isn’t 

your forte, you can always change the subject: 

FreeRice.com offers the same game with 13 

other subjects, including 

Spanish vocabulary, 

famous paintings and 

e v e n 

e l e m e n t 

abbrevia t ions 

from the periodic t a b l e . 

The skill-based study combined with 

the site’s humanitarian endeavors makes 

FreeRice.com hard to tear yourself away 

from—after all, it is educational, and 

answering the questions on the site 

ultimately does more good for the world 

than doing your actual homework, right?

So who are the sponsors paying for 

the public’s knowledge? They consist of 

donors to the World Food Programme, 

“the world’s largest humanitarian agency 

org). FreeRice.com’s sponsors include 

Citi, the United Nations Foundation and 

Yum! Brands, the restaurant company 

that owns fast food restaurants KFC 

and Taco Bell. Money raised by the 

site is given directly to the World 

Food Programme, which buys and 

distributes the rice to countries 

Since its conception in October 

2007, FreeRice.com has donated over 

65 billion grains of rice, or about 160 

million bowls, to developing countries. 

Every bit of help counts, so the next time 

you just can’t get started on that English 

assignment, try the site instead. Not only 

could it help get your creative juices 

individual in need, 10 grains of rice at a time.

FreeRice.com

Batman? Guess what: YOU ARE NOT 
ALONE! Here are some of the tales:

“Today, I went to the new Harry Potter 
movie with a friend. At the part where 
Dumbledore died, a man close to the front 
row yelled “NO!” and ran out the emergency 
exit door. It made my day. MLIA.”

“Today, my friend showed me that the word 
OK looks like a sideways person. Then I pointed 
out that QK looks like a ninja. I win. MLIA.”

“Today, during my history class, someone 
threw up on the teachers shirt. After he sent 

to the class, very slowly unbuttoned his 
shirt and pulled it off (he had a black one 
under it), then dropped it in the trash can. 
He turned his head around, said ‘Don’t 
laugh,’ then spun around completely. He 

I knew I liked him for a reason. MLIA.”

F-my life? MLIA is a perfect way to 
transform your pessimistic attitude into 
optimism, and in the meantime incorporates 
a workout provided by a good chuckle. 
That’s right, you heard me, a WORKOUT.

 “Today I learned that you burn three 

calories every time you laugh. So instead 
of going to the gym, I read My Life Is 
Average all morning. I have never felt 

Since these posts are anonymous, 
writers feel comfortable saying anything. 
However, you want to be careful and not 
go too far, for your post may be rejected.  
The site carries the right to deny 
publication to writers who don’t prove 
worthy; post those stories on Facebook 
or Twitter for another audience to enjoy. 
Possibly, your life is just too awesome. 
If this is the case, go away. You don’t 
deserve to be submitted on MLIA.

Also, don’t try to be cool by 
submitting a false story, for the sites 
diehard followers are aware, and we 

love MLIA, I sometimes have trouble 
believing the stories because they are 
all about Harry Potter or light sabers.  
This morning, though, I walked up to 
school at 6:45 AM to see a huge circle 
of students around two boys who 
were having a light saber duel. I take 
it back MLIA, you are legit. MLIA.”

MyLifeIsAverage.com

What’s in your browser?

Share

Write a comment...

Ever wanted a look inside your friends’ 
or favorite celebrities’ minds? The internet 
presents the option to “blog,” a place where 
you can say anything you want and people 
can come and read. One popular blogging 
site is Tumblr.com, where you’ll notice that 
Tumblr has some amazing features. Tumblr 
applications allow you to “follow,” “like” 
and “reblog” other bloggers. Following is 
a feature where you can receive all updates 
from your favorite blogs on your dashboard. 
When you “like” something, you save 
the post into a special section on your 
dashboard in order to go back and view it 
again. The unique feature “Reblog” enables 
you to repost anything you see or like, and 
share it with the people who follow you. 
All of these features contribute to what 
is known as “Tumblarity.” Tumblarity 
can be best illustrated with the following 
statement: “When your tumblarity goes 
up, you have no life. Your tumblarity goes 
down, you have a life outside the internet.”

The methods for posting on Tumblr are 

Jenna Clough
Staff Writer

has turned into a ghost town. As The New 
York Times reports, “While Facebook is 
adding users, MySpace is losing them. Many 

cluttered or neglected, resembling a strip 
mall with pockets of empty storefronts.”

The cause of MySpace’s downfall is still 
unclear. Both websites offer almost identical 

and express themselves 
to other people. Unlike 
Facebook, MySpace 
offers a way for someone 
to display their creativity 
by laying out and 

But there is one 
area in which Facebook 
has a major advantage: 
MySpace just isn’t cool 
anymore. As the Internet 
is growing up, so are 
the people who made 
MySpace a success. 

schemes with cheap, 
fake advertising, Facebook offers a more 
professional, adult style. Older generations are 
able to connect with long lost acquaintances 
and the basic layout and ease of use of 
Facebook attracts users from all walks of life.

As the social network frenzy spreads 
through the lives of people around the world, 
Facebook has become more preferable, leaving 
MySpace in the dust of time wasting history.

XFacebook.com
Why the masses migrated from MySpace

  Horizon Staff    Settings     Logout

great. There is the basic text post where you 
can type and post, you have the photo posts 
where you can post photos, and quote posts 
where you can quote anyone. Tumblr also 
has posts where you can show people links to 

you can tell about funny conversations, 
audio posts where you can post songs and 
video posts where you can post things 
from YoutTube, Vimeo and other websites.

There are some really great Tumblr blogs 
you should all check out whether you’re part 
of the Tumblr community or not. There are 
blogs from regular people who post some 
great stuff, including theincrowd, lovebot, 
johnnyminardi and whatmakesyoubeautiful. 
Also, a few celebrities such as Katy Perry, 
John Legend and Pete Wentz have decided 
to make Tumblr their blogging home. 
Tumblr is a great place to start your blogging 

site for you, and start sharing your story. 
There’s always someone willing to listen.

Tumblr.com

Nicole Van Bebber
Ent. Editor
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Annica Redmond
Editor-in-chief

Statistics say the social networking 
site facebook.com has about 300 million 
users. I am user 300 million and one.  
Okay, maybe that’s not exactly the case, 
but I am pretty new to the whole thing. 
I’ve had my account for about a month 
and half, and still can’t do anything but 
post on walls and take quizzes. Yet that 
doesn’t stop me from spending every 
spare minute I have scrolling news 
feeds and commenting on everything 
my online friends are doing, whether I 
actually care about their activities or not.

The whole thing started out fairly 
innocuously. I had no desire to join 

requests that I join within seven days, 
however, I broke down and put together 

were given in person, by the way, which 
just goes to show how alarming this social 
networking disease is. Why do I need to talk 
to you online if you’re already right here?

The warning signs appeared one 

entering my name and e-mail address. 
Name after name of potential friends 
came popping up on the screen, and I 
clicked happily on the “Send Request” 
button over and over again, establishing 
cyber-connections with people I see 
everyday. The kid next door! My friend 
from church! People who graduated last 
year! I did try to “friend” only people I 
knew personally, but even with my less-
than-extensive circle of friends, they 

went to bed. But the friending episode 
proved to be but a sign of things to come.

In the days to come, my behavior 
became less like a curious newcomer 
and more like an addict still thinking 
she can quit any time she wants—even 
when she knows her behavior isn’t good 
for her. I found myself spending more 
and more time on the site, even when 
the statuses of my friends were nothing 
more than “I’m borrrrrrrred.” My news 
feed was overwhelmed with update 

Wars (as if I want to know how many 
people my friends are pretending to kill). 
It was TMI to a fault, yet this didn’t stop 
me from logging on every day—after all, 
what if there was some amazing comment 
sitting there, just waiting for me to read it?

Facebook’s amazing interconnectedness 

requests from past acquaintances I 
didn’t really want to talk to again, not 
to mention people I didn’t even know. 
Suddenly, I was contending with a whole 
etiquette system I knew nothing about. 
How can you ignore someone you would 
otherwise share “friends” with? They’re 

tell someone even though you are friends 
in the real world, you’d really rather not 

“Ignore” and tried to friend you a second 
time? Do you really expect me to friend 
you if we’ve never talked in real life?

Facebook has also wreaked havoc on 
my self-concept. According to various site 
quizzes, I am an introverted superhero, 

from a galaxy far, far away, an arrogant 

Inc., and an emotionally reserved Vulcan, 
respectively (or is it at the same time?). 
The many characteristics described in 
the results descriptions are often at odds 
with each other; which do I believe?

I suppose it’s the illusion of a connected 
community combined with the ego boost of 
seeing a page all about you online for your 
friends to read that keeps people returning 
to the site. Not to mention the convenience 
of having a window into each other’s lives 
(with, of course, the added bonus of an 
additional distraction from homework). 
Facebook friendships don’t hold a candle 
to real, in-person conversations, but they 
are a nice way to say “hi” in between 
seeing friends during your normal routine.

In short, Facebook proved to be 
everything I thought it would: silly, 
inane and a complete time-suck. 
So why can’t I tear myself away?

Uniforms do not mean much when 
they are accessorized with the newest 

average backpack is commonly replaced 
with a Prada bag, and the parking lot can 
easily be mistaken for a foreign automobile 
showcase. After a long, luxurious day, 
students return to their professionally 
decorated mansions and are greeted by 
professional baseball players, brain-
surgeons and distant relatives of Henry 
Ford, also called mommy and daddy. 
Oh, the wonder that is private school. 

trips mean visiting various places of 

at Benihana or seeing the newest Harry 

Students are provided with brand new 
textbooks every year and resources that 
top those at some universities. In addition, 
private schools provide the opportunity to 
learn Mandarin, Spanish, French, Latin, 
Italian, Swedish, or any other of the many 
foreign languages offered. Students  can 

placement courses, explore their artistic 
sides through clay, stone or wood design, 
or even take a shot at computer science. 
For those who are musically inclined, 
seemingly professional string, band 
and theater instruction is also provided. 
Nothing seems out of reach with eight 45-
minute periods and class sizes under 20.

“Well that sure sounds ideal, how ever 
do I go there?” is exactly what private 
school administrators want families and 
students to think. They pretend they do 
not know about the regular drug and 

such a wondrous institution in elementary 
school, students might have to skip in a 
circle and write their name, but they are 

twenty thousand dollars a year for twelve 
years. To enter in middle or high school, 
excellent scores on an entrance exam are 
required; unless the student happens to 

Million Dollars. Basically, students are 
either young MIT biomedical engineers, 

average kids who will follow a long line 
of Harvard alumni and live long, wealthy 
lives with a little help from dear old dad.

From the outside, it seems like no place 
would be better to spend twelve years of 
your life receiving a top-notch education, 
but what about those whose parents aren’t 
lawyers, surgeons or inheritors of old 
money? For starters, when attending a 
private or prep school with an expensive 
tuition and astounding reputation that has 
lasted for centuries, children of “average” 
families often do not receive the same 
treatment as the kid whose parents donate 
thousands of dollars to the institution 
annually. Teachers will most likely give Bill 
Gates’ son a better recommendation than 

Bartholomeu will probably be offered 
the opportunity to participate in a rare 
academic experience before Financial Aid 
Fred. When it comes down to it, it usually 
does not matter how many more goals were 
scored, how complex the guitar solo was in 
the spring concert or how spectacular that 
exquisitely giant one-of-a-kind ceramic 
dinosaur is, if you do not have any extra 
money to offer, you will not get the awards 
or recognition deserved. (Your art teacher 
might not even take the time to learn how to 
pronounce your name correctly regardless 
of the fact that he looked at your sunshine 
self three days a week for a whole semester.)

Sure, public schools (some more than 
others) can lack big time. Maybe we don’t 
have a brand new campus overlooking 
sunny San Diego and our favorite 
mall, made-to-order cafeteria food or 
amazing perks like small class sizes and 
sophisticated social gatherings, but that 
doesn’t mean we should resort to putting 
paper bags over our heads and moving 
in with our troglodyte primates in the 

University told a room full of 200 students 
from around the globe, “It isn’t where you 
go; it’s what you do and how well you do 

so we need to start pushing ourselves and 
take advantage of every opportunity we are 
given, because until we understand who we 
are up against and start putting in what we 
want out of our education, we will be lose 
out on some amazing classes, teachers and 
opportunities at hand that can get us exactly 
where we want to be after high school. 

Opinion Editor

Kevin McDonald
Staff Writer

Did She Just Say That? 
Celebrity Slips Of The 

Tongue

stupid things over the years, so I put it 
upon myself to locate and share the top 
15 most ditzy, ridiculous, and uninformed 
celebrity quotes of the past 25 years.

So without futher ado, let’s get started 
with Arnold Schwarzenegger, at number 
15. When a reporter asked Schwarzenegger 
about his opinion on same-sex marriage, 
he said, “I think gay marriage is something 
that should be between a man and a 
woman.” I don’t know if Schwarzenegger 

was using a little too much protein powder 
when he made this statement, but he is a 
massive body builder who could easily 
beat me up, so I’m going to move on.

Next on my countdown is number 14 
from Dan Quayle, former U.S. Vice President  
in President George Bush’s administration. 
At a press conference regarding the issue 
of public schools, Quayle said, “If we 
don’t succeed, we run the risk of failure.” 
It makes me so proud to live in a nation 
run by such intelligent people. Honestly 
that statement is more stupid than when 
my brother showed me his tie collection.

Number 13 comes from former 

President George W. Bush, a man I think 
we can all agree needs a little help with 
his vocabulary. If you don’t agree yet, 
you will when you hear his response to 
a question he asked regarding the war in 
Iraq. He said, “They misunderestimated 
me.” No Mr. Former President Sir. I 
think they estimated you just right. I may 

9th grade level, but even I know that 
“misunderestimated” is not a word, and 
you deserve a good ol’ pat on the back.

Kidd. Upon being drafted to the Dallas 
Mavericks, Kidd said, “We’re going 

to turn this team around 360 degrees.” 
This statement sounds great and really 
positive, except for the fact that if you turn 
something around 360 degrees, then you 
end up in the same spot you were before.

Moving right along and earning the 
number 11 slot is, once again, Dan Quayle, 
with some even more ridiculously obvious 
information to share. In a conference 
regarding global warming, Quayle said, “ It 
isn’t pollution that is hurting the environment, 
it’s the impurities in our air and water that 
are doing it.” You know, I think I get what 
he was trying to say. It’s not pollution 

See Celeb, page 11
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Editor-in-chief

you a quick impression of who you’re 
dealing with: before I go to bed every night 
I say goodnight to a poster that celebrates 

biased; nonetheless, I feel it needs to be 
written if not to inform you, then to try and 
reconcile my loss of sanity after hearing 
about a recent poll that one-third of New 

Since Obama’s inauguration in 

all across the country to protest the 
current administration’s “socialist” 
agenda. These protesters, and even 

opinions by tea bagging the White 
House, disrupting town hall meetings 
and shouting –in an uncontrollable 
burst of fury– “You lie” during the 

Freedom of speech is something 
we hold dear in this country, and as 
historian Howard Zinn once said in a 
2002 interview, “dissent is the highest 
form of patriotism.” However, dissent 
is not what we’re seeing today. Instead, 
what is being demonstrated is ignorance 
and delusional thinking caused by the 
relentless fear tactics of people motivated 
by special interests, in conjunction with 
implicit –and sometimes blatant– racism.

If there’s one thing that makes me 
want to grab a yellow ribbon card and 

protesters who attempt to connect Adolf 
Hitler and Barack Obama because they 
both make great speeches. It implies 
that because someone is articulate 
and possesses exceptional public 
speaking abilities, they are equivalent 
to a dictator who committed mass 
genocide, and sent the world into chaos. 
Using this rationale, Dr. Martin Luther 

Reagan should all be considered fascists.
Along with claims that Obama is the 

reincarnation of Hitler comes the accusation 
that he is a socialist lurking within the 
upper echelons of society, indoctrinating 
Americans with a voice that could make 
angels weep. While this maybe a legitimate 

there, it doesn’t hold much truth in the 

(the money we owe) isn’t necessarily 

spending more on government programs is 
what got us out of the Great Depression.

Though Socialist appears to have 
become a synonym with Democrat in 
the minds of conservatives, “socialism 

is common ownership,” according to the 
World Socialist Movement.  So far, this 
common ownership hasn’t been seen in 
America, but Article 1, Section of the U.S. 

provide for the welfare of its citizens. The 

the military and public schools is the same 
as the one that provides for social security.

Putting aside strictly political 
fears; there seems to be animosity toward 
the president that goes beyond the 
socialist, red scare allegations. “I want 
my country back,” read signs held by 
passionate, conservative protesters during 

a September 12 march in Washington 

The stimulus bill passed in February has 
shown improvements in the economy: 
the Gross Domestic Product is slowly 
increasing, the nation is losing fewer 
jobs than it was before the stimulus bill, 

(unfortunately mostly at the expense of 

is in the midst of negotiating much 
needed reform in the health industry.

I will admit that not everything 
Obama does is perfect; there are many 

discussion before we move forward 
on his policies. But, his policies aren’t 

what his opponents are focusing on. 
Instead of having an honest debate 
about the issues facing our nation, 
people focus on absurd claims about 
killing grandma in town hall meetings.

Some argue that the retaliation 
toward Obama goes beyond political 
differences, and is motivated by race. 
Political correspondent Glenn Beck 
said that the half-white president “has 
a deep-seated hatred for white people, 
or the white culture” (when asked to 

culture,” Beck refused to comment). 
Now would Beck have said that if the 
President weren’t African American? 

said, “racism still exists, and I think 
it’s bubbled up to the surface because 
of the belief of many white people, 
not just in the south but around the 
country, that African Americans are not 

I don’t want to come across as 
accusing every opponent of Obama as 
being racist, but there does seem to be 
some correlation between the current 
political hostility and the President’s 
race. Disapproval of your government 
can be patriotic, but the country fails 
to progress when healthy skepticism 
turns into outrageous cynicism.

Hey Joe, What Do you 
Know...About Obama?

Celeb (cont. from page 10) 
that’s hurting the earth, it’s pollution.

Quote number 10 comes from Mike 
Smith, a pitcher for the Atlanta Braves. 
When ordering a salad at a restaurant, 
he said, “Be sure and put some of those 
neutrons on it.” This makes me 1) want a 
salad with some croutons and 2) wonder 
what in the world has happened to the 
brains of professional athletes. This 
does not make me mad, it just makes me 
frown, then laugh, and then frown again.

On to number nine, which comes 
from the mouth of a baseball player, 
Mickey Rivers. After a game, during an 
interview with the press, Rivers said, 
“Pitching is 80 percent of the game. The 

could be referring to the fact that if you 
take half from 80 percent then you get 40 
percent. Adding that to 80 percent you get 
120 percent, which could be how much 
energy it takes to play the game. Actually, 
scratch that, I’m going to let the math 

Number eight, comes, once again, from 
our Former President George W. Bush. 
When he said, “Natural gas is hemispheric. 
I like to call it hemispheric in nature because 

neighborhoods.” I honestly don’t know what 
he is trying to say, so I’m just going to leave 
you with these wise words and move on.

My number seven comes from 
America’s pop diva Britney Spears. In an 
interview with People Magazine, Spears 
said, “I’ve never really wanted to go to 

out there in Africa.” This quote speaks 
for itself and makes me want to go to 

Moving right along to number six is 
Sylvester Stallone’s response to a question 
which asked his opinion on life and death. 
Stallone said, “The only happy artist is a 
dead artist, because only then you can’t 
change. After I die, I’ll probably come 
back as a paintbrush.” Now the dead artist 
thing I couldn’t care less about, but the fact 
that he thinks he is going to be a paintbrush 
just blows my mind. He could have chosen 
something a little more exciting like an 
exotic animal or my brother’s tie collection.

coming from of the lips of Ivana Trump, 

divorces a very rich man (sound familiar?) 
Ivana told the press, “ Fiction writing is 
great. You can make up almost anything!” 
You know what, I agree with her. In fact 

because with the way she is talking now, it 
looks to me like she has never opened one.

At number four, we have Brooke 
Shields, who during an interview to become 
a spokesperson for a federal anti-smoking 
campaign said, “Smoking kills. If you’re 
killed, you’ve lost a very important part of 
your life.” The scary part, she got the job.

Stupid quote number three comes 
from the one and only Paris Hilton. In 
December of 2003 Paris told the paparazzi, 

like ‘take your top off.’ Sorry, no! They 
always want to get that money shot. 
I’m not stupid.”  You know what? I’m 
happy she is smart now. For a second I 
thought she was never going to have an 
IQ higher than her ranking on this list.

Number two goes to Kylie Bax, 

model/actress, who during an interview 
in Stuff Magazine said, “When I’m a 
blonde, I can say the world is purple, and 
they’ll believe me because they weren’t 
listening to me.” What? I’m sorry, I 
zoned out on that last one. Oh well, it 
couldn’t have been anything important.

Finally, my number one favorite, and 
stupidest celebrity quote ever goes to 

was anorexic, said, “I’m not anorexic. 
I’m from Texas. Are there people from 
Texas that are anorexic? I’ve never heard 
of one. And that includes me.” I don’t 
know why, but this little piece of celebrity 
obliviousness makes me smile a little 
inside every time I read it. If it weren’t for 

at, I don’t where I would be right now.
That wraps up my top 15 stupid celebrity 

http://www.2spare.com/item_83287.aspx. 

Forget The Vets, It’s Time 
For Rookie Payday!

Eric Nuñez
Staff Writer

What would you do if you drafted the 
10th

Draft and he set the record for the longest 
contract hold out in modern football history? 
Holdouts do not sign a contract until they 

amount of money they are being offered. 
Do they not appreciate their position as one 
of the lucky athletes that make it to the top?  

Let’s take a closer look at the 49ers’ 

considered the most athletic and explosive 
wide receiver in the 2009 draft, yet the 

49ers and Singletary could not seem to 
satisfy the stubborn and unappreciative 
22-year-old. The offers ranged from six 
years and $20 million, to $30 million. 
Surprisingly, both parties are happy now. 
On October 7th

year contract with the 49ers, but if he 
does not live up to his potential, it could 

$28 million, according to the source and 
$19 million over a span of three years.

Fellow draft pick Darius Heyward-
Bey received an astonishing $38 million 
from the Oakland Raiders over a span of 

complete wide receiver, though some may 
argue he is not. Therefore, he believes he 

See Payday Page 12



should be paid like one, even though he 
received less than Bey did. Why would 
“a kid” who has never played a snap in an 
NFL game be entitled to such a high salary? 

be the only player with such demands, but 
to my dismay, he does not stand-alone. The 
Detroit Lions will pay QB Matt Stafford 
$41.7 million with over half of it being 
guaranteed. Miami Dolphin’s offensive 

paid offensive linemen in NFL History. 
The day of the NFL draft, the Dolphins 
were grinning, they had the number 
one pick. They gave Long a contract of 

million guaranteed! Where is the rookie 
salary cap? How can we be going through 
such a hard economic time and still be 
paying NFL rookies millions of dollars to 
play football? I understand football is an 
amazing American sport, but really? NFL 

midst of a contentious discussion. Goodell 
referred back to former NFL quarterback 

$14.1 million dollar contract, a contract 
that made Leaf the highest paid player in 
NFL history. That was in 1998 when the 

to $50 and $60 million. How can these 
dramatic changes in numbers occur within 
such a short period of time? With these 
outrageous salaries, I am pretty sure I am not 
the only one rooting for a rookie salary cap.

Within just this decade, rookies went 
from being paid between $6 and $14 
million to in the $20 and $60 million 
dollars! Let’s be real. Yes, they are 
amazing athletes who entertain millions 
of Americans all day on Sunday and 
on Monday nights, but what about the 
veterans who watch their futures slowly 
slipping off into the mist? These athletes 
came into the game in their primes, just 

on the back shelves of the NFL. Their hard 
work and effort seem to not be enough 
for these inconsiderate General Managers 
who are letting them go as if having a 
yard sale. Many believe, and rightfully so, 
that they are getting robbed of not only 
their money, but also their hard work.

Inexperienced NFL rookies are 
undeservingly being showered with millions 
of dollars. As an NFL fan, I hope there will 
be a change within the upcoming years. 
Goodell has made many changes in the NFL 
and hopefully this is just another issue he 
will add to the list of problems in the league.

Payday (cont. from page 11)

“Epic Fail” Is An 
Epic Fail

Kevin McDonald
Staff Writer

Pop quiz! What term is massively 
overused, and is probably the most 
unhelpful addition to a sentence one could 
ever add? They are the two words that drive 
me crazy whenever they come out of some 
out of some annoying person’s mouth. Give 

around for a couple of years, and I say it’s 
time for this sarcastic remark to be returned 
to the high school comedian-wannabe from 
whom it came, never to be uttered again.

I was walking with my friends outside 
Sombrero’s where we had just eaten 
when I turned on my iPod and searched 

the curb in front of me, stepped off and 
fell right on my face. Now, instead of my 
friends helping me up from this now very 
awkward position, they began to point and 
laugh. Then, one of my friends pushed 
everyone aside to be in the spotlight and 

were laughing their impudent heads off 

I just stood watching the train wreck 
realizing the power of this duet of words.

The damage had been done. Honestly 
the mental pain I faced that day worse than 
the time I heard there was going to be a third 
season of I Love New York. The worst part is, 
I still have not gotten an apology. Instead, I 
am the butt of all jokes whenever my friends 
and I even drive past a Mexican food place.

Why do people use this stupid phrase 
so frequently, and why is it funny? To me 

for epic is: “noting or pertaining to a 
long poetic composition, usually centered 
upon a hero, in which a series of great 
achievements or events is narrated in 

“to fall short of success or achievement in 
something expected, attempted, desired, 

or approved.”  If I were walking over a 
volcano while searching for the Holy Grail 
when I tripped on a curb and fell to my 
death, then yes, I think you could call that 
an epic fail. Sadly I was not falling into a 
volcano of lava and my friends were just 
trying to be funny and get a cheap laugh.

I was pondering what was so comical 
about this stupid comment and could not 
crack the case, so I turned to the one person 
who always has to argue with my opinion, 
my mother. She explained that she thinks 

funny. I still can’t agree because: 1) let’s 
face it, she does not know what she is talking 
about and 2) the use of exaggeration is not a 

hysterical motion that would probably 
end up hurting your hand. To prove my 
point, when I say, “Oh my goodness I am 
so hungry right now I could eat a cow,” 
you don’t chuckle or think that I’m cool. 
You’re probably thinking more along the 
lines of, “Who is this freakish carnivore 
and why is he still standing next to me?” 
In comedy, exaggeration just does not pull 

If you are ever at a party, or just hanging 
out with friends, and something happens 
that makes you feel the need to spill this 
poison out into your peers’ ears, please, 

everything possible not to spew out the 

every time you use it, you pretty much stab 

what you want? I didn’t think so. Please, 
I beg you, drop the epic fail, and maybe 
add in a, “I should read the El Capitan 
Horizon more often, there are many cool 
people who write for it including Kevin 
McDonald!” It is a great conversation 
starter and the ladies will love it!

Racist Babies?
Catherine Corrado
Staff Writer

A recent study at the University of 
Texas, Austin, showed that children’s 
development of positive or negative racial 

agents such as parents and the media.
Thousands of Austin families made 

themselves available for scholarly research 
to be included in a database called the 

Vittirup, a researcher from the University of 
Texas, recruited about a hundred families, 

between 5-7 years of age. Vittirup’s goal was 
to study whether children’s racial attitudes 

typical children’s videos with multicultural 
storylines or from having discussions about 
race. By splitting the families among three 
d i f f e r e n t 
assignments 
( s i m p l e 
discussions, 
t h e m e d 
videos, and 
t h e m e d 
v i d e o s 
f o l l o w i n g 
discussions), 
V i t t i r u p 
p r o v e d 
multicultural 
videos, such 
as Little Bill, 
weren’t as 
effective at 
c h a n g i n g 
c h i l d r e n ’s 
v i e w s 
as parents conversing with their kids 
daily about different skin colors.

Unfortunately, very few parents talk 
to their kids about multicultural diversity. 
Study results found that when asked how 
many blacks were mean, many children, 
including those who attended a diverse 
school, answered “A lot,” or “Some.” 
What is even more disturbing is that when 
the children were asked, “Do your parents 
like black people?,” 14 percent said, “No” 
and 38 percent answered, “I don’t know.”

In order to overcome this problematic 

the same way they approach gender, by 

are raised knowing boys and girls are 
different, but equal because they’re all 
human. Without clear discussion about 

the similarity of human experience and 
the need for equal treatment, different 
skin colors can leave children confused. 
“White” and “black” shouldn’t be kept a 

Parents who hold back on explicit 
discussions about race and cultural diversity 
may imagine they’re creating a color-blind 
environment for their children. However, 
differences in race are plainly visible to 
children just as hair, weight or gender 

as much as they see the difference in the 
colors pink and blue—they begin to know 
that pink is for girls, blue is for boys. 
When calling attention to a race, parents 
need to add a positive statement, lest their 
children notice the difference and form a 

negative bias.
Av o i d i n g 

the forming 
of a biased 
attitude is not 
the only way in 
which parents 
can help 
their children 
u n d e r s t a n d 
r a c i a l 
differences. In 
some cases, 
from a very 
young age, 
children are 
raised to take 
pride in their 
e t h n i c i t y . 
This can help 

children develop a positive self- image, 
but authors concede, “It’s horrifying to 
imagine kids being proud to be white.” The 
study authors found that at six months of 
age, children develop racial consciousness, 
and even liberal parents are failing to send 
positive messages about racial differences 
by failing to talk about the subject at all.

The truth is race, and racism, exist 
whether or not the subjects are explained 
to young children. Avoiding discussions 
on race doesn’t cut it; children need help 
resisting biases and prejudices. Ultimately, 
parents are the ones responsible for 
shaping the attitudes of their children, 

from developing negative racial 
attitudes, our society has a job to do.



 

 

It’s unfortunate that few people  w i l l 

probably see Jennifer’s Body, the new 

-

-

tainly doesn’t bode well for its fu-

or “Needy,” is an über-nerd (and 

-

-

-

-

die hipster band who feel the only 

-

ing and eating boys in order to sus-

-

itself too seriously, going abso-

Heathers

-

-

-

Nicole Van Bebber
Ent. Editor

Brody interrupts the song, stabbing 

-

Jumanji

so

-

“You know what would be really 

Juno and 

The United States of Tara, is again 

on display here, and Jennifer’s 
Body’s R-rating thankfully allows 

-

-

-

ing prowess in Mean Girls, Mamma Mia! 

-

looking like she had just got hit by a bus 

-

-

-

-

The 
Beatles Rock Band

Abbey Road 

Old Rock Band

Rock Band 

Rock Band, 

with your 

friends in 

two other 

T h e 

thing that 

soar, apart 

are the 

Come  together  for  the  
Beatles  Rock  BandDanielle Myrick

Staff Writer

The only downside here really is if 

you’re not a Beatles 

to play songs they 

want, whether it’s 

is a whole different 

playing, say, Guitar 
Hero: Metallica

for you if you prefer 

Rock Band or Guitar Hero

A Cult Classic In The Making
Jennifer’s Body:



does she know that 

en route to her 

destination, her 

his twisted ways are still not entirely 

Psycho) 

Vertigo, 
The Birds, North By Northwest and Topaz
Psycho

From The Vault:
PsychoJesus Velasco

Features Editor

1.Thriller
Michael Jackson

2.Monster Mash 
Bobby ‘Boris’ Pickett

3.Ghost Busters 
Ray Parker Jr.

4.Somebody’s Watching Me 
Rockwell

5.Dead Man’s Party
Oingo Boingo

6.Waltz In Black
the Stranglers

7.This Is Halloween
Marilyn Manson

8.Psycho theme 
Bernard Herrmann

9.Resident Evil movie theme 
Marilyn Manson

10.Halloween theme 
John Carpenter

11.Dragula 
Rob Zombie

12.Manipulated Living 
Michael Andrews

13.Time Warp
 Rocky Horror Picture Show

14.Cry Little Sister 
Gerard McMann

15.Ghost Children
Coraline Soundtrack

16.Love Song for a Vampire 
Annie Lennox

17.Don’t Let the Sun Go Down 
on Me

Elton John

18.Bad Moon Rising
Creedence Clearwater Revival

19.Meet the Creeper
Rob Zombie

Danielle Myrick
Staff Writer

outside to get napkins, she is startled when 

that Jason is still (kind of) her boyfriend, 

The Truth About Forever

open house parties and, all the while, silently 

and if needed, show people where the 

From The Shelf:
The Truth About Forever

Danielle Myrick
Staff Writer

book was a good read is the lesson that was 

The 

Truth About Forever

Playlist: 
HALLOWEEN



1. Love Will Tear Us Apart
Joy Division

2. Pray For Plagues
Bring Me The Horizon

3. Boy Don’t Smoke
The Filthy Youth

4.Warwick Ave.
Duffy

5. Pessimist
TAT

6. Gossip
You Me At Six

7. We Walk
The Ting Tings

8. Panic
The Smiths

9. American Boy
Estelle

10.Starlight
Muse

11. The Fear
Lilly Allen

12. Bleeding Love
Leona Lewis

13.Candy
Paolo Nutini

14.With A Heavy Heart (I Regret 
To Inform You)

Does It Offend You, Yeah?

15. Valerie
Amy Winehouse

16. Here Comes The Sun
The Beatles

17. Paint It Black
The Rolling Stones

18. No You Girls
Franz Ferdinand

18. If You’re Feeling Sinister
Belle and Sebastian

19. Strawberry Swing
Coldplay

 

 

Recommended
Hot Mess

Cobra Starship

out of New York that is often labeled 

Hot Mess, released on August 11th, 

 Hot Mess is full of songs that you’d 

While The 
City Sleeps, We Rule The Streets, and 

their follow up, ¡Viva La Cobra!

won’t be disappointed by the latest 

Jenna Clough
Staff Writer

Anybody who’s paying any attention to 

the rap industry should know all about Jay-

Z, his ability to rap about ghetto strife, how 

11th The Blueprint 3, released this 

the rap industry by putting forth a different 

Although he says his purpose is to 

The Blueprint 3 

808s and Heartbreak 

The Blueprint 3

Jay-Z

of Tales Told by Dead Friends

A Lesson in Romantics

Anywhere but Here
” was released 

A Lesson in Romantics
 Mayday Parade

Jamie Beard
Staff Writer

Alyssa Silvas
Staff Writer

released We Have The Facts and We’re 
Voting Yes

th

Plans

to anyone who enjoys long walks 

Death Cab Will Possess 
Your Heart

Jamie Beard
Staff Writer

Jenna Clough
Staff Writer

Playlist: 
UK INVASION
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The Horizon

of interest relevant to El Capitan High School students.  Our staff endeavors to print 
articles with an eye toward fairness and impartiality and attempts to investigate a 
variety of perspectives.  The Horizon operates as an open, public forum with content 
decisions being determined entirely by student staff members.

We encourage student participation through the submission of letters to the edi-
tor.  Compositions may pertain to a past issue of The Horizon, or may be on a topic 
conceived entirely by the student author.  Printing of student work is under the dis-
cretion of the editorial board.  Submissions may be edited in accordance with rules 
of grammar and mechanics, or in the case of a space constraint.  Letters to the Editor 
should be submitted directly to room 837.  Students may choose to have their work 

-
ters from El Capitan faculty and members of the community will also be considered 
for publication.
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you should rethink your priorities 

personal obligations, infatuations and 

Responsibilities are at the top of your 

Sean Rivera
Alyssa Silvas
Konnor Ternus
Holly Thompson
Eric Vigil

Cloudy With A Chance Of Meatballs hit 

food request in honor of his son’s birthday, 

others or the person who is teased for being 

Jessica Bozzo
Staff Writer Movie


