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If you are inspired to 
make a personal loan 
through KIVA, let the 
Horizon staff know 
about it.  
We may feature your 
story in an upcoming 
issue!

Beth Royce
Features Editor

A partnership forged: Farmer Atanacio Gaona on his plot of land in 
Paraguay.
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staff, El Capitan has many new 
staff members for the 2007-

new teachers, and a couple 
who have switched positions, 
along with new campus 

As is the case every year, we 
have more new teachers than 
any other employees. Mr. Mike 
Andrews is the new drafting 

of drafting in room 516.   Ms. 
Bonnie Boswell is teaching 
three classes of college prep 
Geometry  and two sections of 
Algebra 1 in room R-10.  She 
came from Mount Miguel High 
School where she taught for 
over 20 years. She says “I miss 
the kids there because I taught 
in that area for over 20 years. 
Here it is easier though; it is so 
much closer because I live in 
Santee.” Ms. Marci Yarmon is 
our new culinary arts teacher. 
She is teaching Food Discovery 
and ROP Culinary Arts in room 
1152. Ms. Yarmon has worked 
in the district all the years she 

has been teaching. She could 
also teach Biology and Physical 
Education but she likes cooking 
better. She says she “prefers 
teaching cooking” because she 
“likes to work with the kids.”

This year we also have 
teachers who have completely 
switched subjects. When Ms. 
Levine became our ASB advisor, 
Ms. Elisa Miller was hired.  She 

last two periods of the day in 
room R-4.  Ms. Galea-Martinez, 
our former ASB advisor and full 
time AVID teacher, has returned 
to the Science department. She 
is now teaching Biology, AVID, 
and Earth Science in room 928.  

The most unfamiliar place 
on campus this year has to be 

brand new staff members and 
two who transferred from another 
area of the school. Ms. Cece 
Elliot, who transferred here 
from Grossmont High School, 
is the new counseling clerk. The 
former Study Hall advisor, Ms. 
Carmen Cutler, is now working 

Bonnie Hill has replaced her. 

Our new Special Education 
Aide is Ms. Kaydie Papciak. 

You may have also noticed 
new people telling you to put your 
yellow vests on. They are our 
new campus supervisors. There 
is only one returning Campus 
Supervisor, Ms. Ninteman. The 
new head campus supervisor 
is Mr. Steve Burroughs; Mr. 
Jeremy Contreras, Mr. Ruben 
Menjares and Mr. Brian Sherer 
are the other campus supervisors.

One of the most visible 
new staff members is Ms. 
Dale Sheehan, the new vice-
principal who serves as the head 
of academics. The other two 
vice-principals are Mr. Lance 
Yocom, who creates the master 
schedule and Ms. Jamie Holding, 
who is responsible for athletics. 
Ms. Hyde, who was a campus 
supervisor last year, is now one of 
two vice-principal’s secretaries. 

Make sure to give the new 
people on campus a warm 
welcome. Let’s make them feel 
at home here at El Capitan, 

impression and making our 
school’s reputation a good one. 

Thinking about college or a 
career plan can be intimidating for 
most people, but the Grossmont 
Union High School District is 
trying to help ease the frustration. 
They are holding their annual 
College and Career fair at Valhalla 
High School on October 23. The 
event will take place from 6:00 
to 8:30pm; the free workshops 
will be held in half-hour timeslots 
between 6:00 and 8:00 pm.  

Many colleges from around the 
United States will be there, offering 
information about their schools. 
Along side these schools will be 
private companies and military 
recruiters, on hand to answer 
any questions about career paths 

for students who are interested. 
If you see college in your 

future,  make it a point to attend 
this event.  By attending, you 
will have the opportunity to 
meet representatives from over 
sixty public and private schools, 
vocational schools and the 
military. Also, you will be able 
to attend workshops that will 
further explain the options that 
are available to students after 
high school. Each workshop is a 
half a hour long and will cover 
topics like four-year colleges, 
the SAT and ACT admission 
tests, community colleges, 

This event is free and comes 
highly recommended by the 
district, as well as counselors, 
and teachers.  It is sure to provide 
valuable information for all high 
school students and their parents. 

There is a new item in stores 
from Apple. The iPod Touch 
has all the same features as the 
iPhone, containing the WiFi 
works, the Safari browser and 
YouTube. It delivers the same 
Cover Flow features, multi-touch 
photo and video playback. It also 
adds a new WiFi Store application 
for buying songs from iTunes. 

However there are a lot of 
features that are different about 
the new iPod Touch. It lacks 
the Google Maps, Weather and 
Stocks widgets of the iPhone, 
along with the Mail client, 
Notes feature and camera. 
It does contain the iPhone’s 

calendar and contacts (which 
makes the iPod Touch a PDA, 
or Personal Digital Assistant).

The iPod Touch is just one 
element of their new technology, 
but Apple is changing the entire 
iPod lineup. All of the existing 
iPods got a makeover in the 

available in new colors, such as 
green, blue, black and pink; the 
Nano is getting video playback, 
video games and Cover Flow; 
and the video iPod is getting more 

designation as the “iPod Classic.” 
The iPod Classic is mildly 

revised, thinner and offers a new 

top capacity of 160 GB. This hard-
drive based iPod comes in silver 
and black. The 80 GB version cost 
$249, comes in silver and black 
and is 10.5 mm thick, and the 160 
GB model is $349, comes in  silver 
and black and is 13.5 mm thick.

From a selection of half a 
million songs on iTunes, users will 
be able to upgrade a purchased 
song for an extra $1, and then be 
able to edit their own section of 
the song within iTunes for use 

You can also use those songs for 
alarm settings and as additions to 
other programs on your computer.

Emily Laff
Staff Writer

Welcome to El Cap!

iGeneration
Apple’s Newest Products

Jolene Bettis
Staff Writer

Got Plans?
District College Fair

Proposition H was passed 
on March 2, 2004 and allows 
for $274,000,000 in repairs 
and upgrades to every high 
school in the Grossmont 
Union High School District.

Proposition T was an earlier 

schools, but it never passed. After 
this unsuccessful venture, the 
district looked at each school as 
its own entity. That assessment, 
along with input from teachers, 
parents and the community 
will enable Prop H to make 

needs of each individual facility.
The 2004 ballot text lists the 

school projects the Grossmont 
Union High School District 
intends to complete at each 
school. It also plans for the 
construction of a new school. The 
list of work that is to be done at 
El Capitan includes replacing 
aging portables with permanent 
academic classrooms and 
replacing deteriorated covered 
walkways and aging roofs.

Also, deteriorating classrooms 
will be upgraded with repainting, 
the installation of more 

upgrading of marker boards, and 

Old restrooms will be 

deteriorating plumbing systems 

will be replaced or repaired 
and asbestos and lead paint will 
be removed from buildings. 

The renovation list includes 
additional plans for El Capitan 
to receive upgrades to older 
buildings, technology, electrical 
systems and safety systems. 
The school could become more 

that these improvements could 
improve classroom instruction.

Without the funds from Prop 
H, money meant to be put towards 
educational programs may have 
had to go towards facility repairs.

It was only recently, on 
August 15, that Gafcon/Harris 
was selected as Management 
Consultant for this program.

Some of the work has, 
obviously, already started at 
El Capitan. The quad is newly 
cemented, there are more benches, 
and extremely large shade 
structures have been added. Also, 
there are multiple interim housing 
units (portables) in the dirt area 
behind the P.E. locker rooms. 
Teachers and students will use 
these rooms while their permanent 
classrooms are being modernized.

According to the Proposition 
H Status Report, El Capitan is due 
to start construction in November 
2007. Classroom upgrades and 
improved computer and science 
labs can better enhance the learning 
environment. New classrooms 
can help to reduce overcrowding 
of classes. Also, with Prop H, 
students and teachers will have 
better access to newer technology.

Proposition H

Rachel Maupin
News Editor

The Jackhammers Will Sound Again

Kayla Royce
Staff Writer



The newest California cell 
phone driving laws focus much 
stricter penalties on teenage 
drivers than on their adult 
counterpars.  Starting on July 1, 
2008, it will be illegal for drivers 
under the age of 18 to use cell 
phones while driving. The law 
goes into on effect the same day 
that it becomes illegal for adults to 
drive and use cell phones without 
the use of a hands-free devices.  

Adults will now have to buy a 
hands-free device in order to talk 
on the phone while driving, or face 
the possibility of getting a ticket.  
For minors, however, this means 
no texting, calling or any other 
use of a cell phone while driving.  

$20 and all others will cost $50.
Senator Joe Simitian who 

proposed the law, is sure that it 
will save lives and summarizes 

the new law by saying, “if you’re 
18, it’s hands-free. It’s hands-off if 
you’re under 18” (Union Tribune).

Governor Schwarzenegger 
signed the law and is encouraging 
people to follow it now, 
even though it is not illegal 
until July.  Schwarzenegger 
already enforces the law with 
his family (Union Tribune). 

He told people at the signing, 
“I told my daughters, ‘I’ll get 
you the car. I’ll get you the 
cell phone. But if I see you one 
time using both at the same 
time – both of them are gone.”

T h e 
law was 
c r e a t e d 
due to an 
increased 
n u m b e r 
of crashes 
and deaths 
involving 
m i n o r s 
who were 
talking or 
texting on 
their cell 
phones at 
the time 
of the 
accident.

Some 
teenagers 
think that 
this law 
is unfair 
b e c a u s e 
it seems 

to only target minors when the 
law should apply to everyone.   
However, Simitian thought that 
he would lose support for the 
law if he tried to make the law 
apply to everybody.  Depending 
on how effective the law is, he 
may try to make the law more 
restrictive in a couple of years.

Many people think that the 
new legislation will help cut 
back on crashes and fatalities; 

New Driving Laws Will Hit Teens Hardest

There is a new system at El 
Capitan that can make paying for 
food at lunch quicker and easier. 

A student can, in a way, bank 
money on his/her I.D. card to pay 
for lunches or food items in the 
cafeteria.  This program began on 

In order to take part in this 
new cash-free way to pay, go 
online to www.myschoolbucks.
com and create a lunch account. 
A parent or guardian can use 
their debit or credit card to 
put money into your account.

According to Angie Platte, of 
the El Capitan cafeteria, a student 
can type in his/her I.D. number 
at any of the windows and buy 
their food. This technology is 

not yet featured at the food carts 
in the quad that people swarm 
everyday as the bell rings at 10:56. 
However, Angie Platte says they 
will have the system in a year.

could come from this program. 
Faster lunch lines will give 
students more time to eat lunch, 
and students can come to school 
without worrying about bringing 
cash. Also, students who take 
part in the free of reduced price 
lunch program can participate 
without fellow students being 
aware of their situation.

In the 2006-2007 school 
year, data shows that student 
suspensions decreased by 15 
percent when compared to the 
prior year. GUHSD believes 
the reasons for the decline 
are two new policy changes.

The two main changes being 
credited for the decrease are the 
re-establishment of the lockout 
policy and the creation of an 
alternate in-school suspension. 
The lockout policy and was 

and its purpose was to decrease 
the number of truancies. Now, 
with the in-school suspensions 
working along with the 
lockout policy, students are 
unable to use lockout as a 
way of getting out of class.

The lockout policy requires 
that students who arrive late to 

class be sent to separate room 
where they spend the period in 
silence, instead of participating 
in their normal classes. This way, 
latecomers do not disturb students 
who arrive to class on time and 
those who arrive late miss out on 

the entire class period instead 
of trying to catch up once class 
has started. The new in-school 
suspension policy was created 
so that students who choose 
not to come to school didn’t 
get rewarded with a break 
from class. Instead, they are 
required to come to school and, 
instead of going to their regular 
classes, are put into a different 
class as a form of punishment. 

that providing an alternate 
classroom setting diminished 
students desire to show up late 
or skip class all together; much 
more then a two or here day 
suspension did. The Director of 
Student Services and Extended 
Curricular Programs, Larry 
Pear, feels that this set up 
allows schools to maintain 
high standards for conduct in 
the classroom while keeping 
disruptive students from 
affecting the learning of  others.

New Rules Bring Down 
Student Suspension rate

A New Way to Pay
Put Cash on Your I.D.

however, some parents disagree 
with the law.  Many parents like 
to be able to reach their child at 

all times, even when they are 
driving (Union Tribune).  Also, 
some critics claim that other 

Jolene Bettis
Staff Writer

Rachel Maupin
News Editor

Marianna Zapanta
Staff Writer

things such as eating or changing 
CDs are just as dangerous.



Varsity Spotlight:
Brian Van Vechten

“Brian is now one 
of the captains 
for the water 
polo team...”

Staff Writer

Steffanie Charlesworth

“...Steffanie 
always gives 

110%.”

Staff Writer

“IT’S EC TIME! IT’S EC TIME! BOOM!”

Girls Volleyball Off To A Fast Start



the crowd, whether we win or 

when the cheerleaders “see the 

Jake Steuermann

Captain’s Corner

Staff Writer

How is the team looking this year and how are 

you and the team preparing for all the rival 

teams you’ll be facing?

cheerleaders it is all worth 

Staff Writer

other hand, has 

who either 
coaches and 

athletes on the 

Staff Writer

Raising Spirits

Sticks, Balls, and Kilts!
Girls Field Hockey Shoots To Defend League Title



CALIFORNIA’S

PUBLIC 
UNIVERSITY 

SYSTEMS

SDSUUCSB

USD

The University of San Diego 
is a Catholic university that was 
established in 1949. This private 
university was founded upon the 
principle of creating a welcoming 
and beautiful atmosphere for 
all students. Inspired by a 16th-
century Spanish Renaissance 
architectural style, the school’s 
campus is consistently well kept 
and impeccably clean. More 
important, however, are the wide 
variety of degrees offered at 
bachelors, masters, and doctoral 
levels, ranging from Law to 
Peace Studies. With six different 
schools and colleges dividing 
the university, USD can provide 
every student 
with a worthy 
education.

A n n e 
Slagill, a 
g r a d u a t e 
of Granite 
Hills High 
School and 
a newcomer 
freshman to 

attracted to the 
school because 
of her religious 

the Catholic 
nature of the 
u n i v e r s i t y . 
However, she 

“ A l t h o u g h 
the school is 
tradit ionally 
Catholic, there 
is no strict policy about religious 
practices and students are not 
required to attend services.” Anne 
also stressed the importance of the 
private atmosphere USD is able to 
provide to all students. 

“I picked this school because 
it is small and homey, yet 
academically oriented,” Slagill 
stated, “I wanted to pursue my 
academics in a meaningful way 
and prepare myself for graduate 
school while feeling like a part of a 
close-knit community. USD offers 
high quality education without UC 

University of California Santa 
Barbara has become the choice col-
lege for several El Capitan graduates 
in the recent years. In fact, UCSB 
received at least six of El Capitan’s 
finest students from the class of 
2007. Going back another year, to 
the graduating class of 2006, several 
more El Capitan students, including 
Chris Wendle and KT Vandermark, 
were accepted and chose to attend 
UCSB.

Chris Wendle was very involved 
in El Capitan during his time as a 
student here; he was a long-time 
member of ASB and also played on 

out college applications, Chris was 
looking for a college that he could 
be involved in. He wanted the classic 
college atmosphere, the opportunity 
to contribute his part, and an envi-
ronment in which he could receive 
an exemplary education. He decided 
UCSB was the perfect place. 
At UCSB the vast majority of 
students live within one mile 
of the campus, making it easy 
to have the college experience 
many students desire; over 
85% of the student body par-
ticipates in an on-campus club 
or sport, or in student govern-
ment; and although UCSB stu-
dents know how to party, they 
also know how to get things 
done—UCSB ranks #13 out of 
all public schools in the nation 
in academics. In the past year, 
Chris tried some intramural 
ping pong, and became very 
involved with campus tours. 
He was recently elected as a 
member of UCSB’s student 
government for this upcoming year, 

forward to experiencing. 
According to Chris, the best way 

to meet people your freshman year 
is to live on campus. The dorms can 
appear plain in comparison to some 
private schools, but the overall expe-
rience is well worth it. And, despite 
its beachfront location, living on cam-
pus at UCSB is less expensive than 

San Diego State University has 
long been one of the top college 
choices for El Capitan graduates. 
It attracts both academically and 
athletically inclined students, and 
has received some of our top schol-
ars from recent graduating classes, 
including Katy Henry, Josh Sajtar 
and Megan Burks, and our most vied 
after football recruits, Ryan Lindley 
and Tommie Draheim.

SDSU is the ideal college for 
many El Capitan graduates who 
want to stay in San Diego but also 
want to venture out of East County 

a freshman at SDSU, chose this 
university because he “liked the idea 
of staying close to home and going 
to a college that was big.” He will 

for; SDSU is the largest university 
in San Diego and the closest to El 
Cap. 

Katy Henry, also a fresh-
man at SDSU, lives on cam-
pus where “there is always 
something to do. Everyone 
goes out to eat together; 
everything you need is on 
campus.” Katy also insists 
that “the dorm experience 
is a must.” Megan Burks, a 
senior at SDSU, agrees. As 
a freshman, Megan lived in 
Zura, the oldest dorm facil-
ity. She admits she “thought 
it looked like a mental hospi-

your touch on it, it’s great.” 
Most incoming freshmen 
request to live in Cuicacali 
because it is a new facil-
ity and is apartment-style, 
but Megan encourages students to 
choose the older facilities where 

to meet rather than just your suite-
mates. Although there currently 
isn’t nearly enough, more housing 
is part of the campus’s master plan 
for the future.

As for campus food, there are 
plenty of places where meal plans 
can be used. There are markets 

Every year over 210,000 stu-
dents are educated by schools in 
the University of California system. 
There are ten schools in the system: 
Berkeley, Irvine, Merced, Davis, 
Santa Barbara, San Diego, Santa 
Cruz, Riverside, San Francisco and 
Los Angeles. The entire system has 
turned out over 1.5 million alumni 
during its life of operation. The new-
est campus, Merced, was the nation’s 

built in the 21st

UC campus to be built in 40 years. 
Each school has a platform of exper-
tise and between the ten schools, the 
system they pretty much covers the 
entire spectrum of possible interests. 
For example, UCSD has a reputable 
medical program, while UC Davis is 
known for their veterinary science.

Designed to educate the most 
eligible students, the UC admission 

The California State University 
is the country’s largest four-year 
university system, with 23 cam-
puses (including San Diego State 
University), over 414,000 students 
and 42,000 employees. CSU focuses 
on its students and teachers by em-

phasizing preparation for future 
careers and providing a 

high-quality education. 
The CSU system 

prides itself on being 
the most accessible 
university system 
in the country, ac-
cepting the top one-

third of California 
high school graduates 

and almost all transfer 
students from California 

community colleges. All 23 
campuses have only three admission 
requirements. Admission is general-
ly based on quantitative information 
(GPA, SAT I scores, etc.) rather than 
qualitative (leadership experience, 
community service, etc.). Personal 
statements, SAT Subject Test scores, 
letters of recommendation, and 

portfolios are not taken into consid-
eration for admission. 

-
sion to CSU is the standard list of 
high school subject requirements, 
most commonly known to students 
at El Capitan as the A-G require-
ments. The second consideration 
is grades and test scores. The CSU 
uses an eligibility index that deter-
mines whether or not a student is 
eligible for admission by combining 
the applicant’s GPA with his or her 
SAT or ACT scores. Those with a 
GPA below 2.0 are automatically 

last requirement for admission is 
graduation from high school and 
a high school diploma. If a student 
has not completed high school and 
received a diploma, he or she can 

-
ciency Examination or the General 

Education Development program. In 
addition to the three basic admission 
requirements, some majors within 
a campus have higher standards 
because they are impacted, meaning 

than they can accommodate. The 
impacted majors vary from school 
to school and can be found at the 

The system is also very acces-
sible due to its affordability. CSU 
claims to charge only fees for Cali-
fornia residents and no tuition. The 
statement is accurate, but somewhat 
misleading. There is a mandatory 
State University Fee that all enroll-
ing students must pay. The cost each 
year for students enrolling in more 
than 6 units per term is $2,520; 
those enrolling in 6 or fewer units 
pay $1,464. In addition to the State 
University Fee, students will also 
have to pay for books and various 

costs of living. The total cost for at-
tending a CSU school is estimated at 
$11,000 to $18,000 per year.

Unlike the UC system, CSU 
does not have the sole authority to 
issue doctoral degrees. It may of-
fer a limited number of doctorates 
jointly with the UC system or private 
institutions. Recently, CSU has been 
moving to gain the authority, argu-
ing that with the rise in required 
education in careers, it is unable to 
prepare its students as thoroughly 
as it has in the past. As a result, in 
2005, the CSU system gained the 
right to independently offer Doctor 
of Education degree programs. 

The CSU schools begin accept-
ing applications October 1 and close 
November 30. Applications are for 
individual campuses, not the system 
as a whole; therefore, an application 
must be submitted for each campus 
to which a student wants to apply.

top 1/8 of California high school 
students. All applicants to a school 
in the UC system must take the SAT 
Reasoning Test or the ACT Assess-
ment plus Writing in addition to two 
SAT Subject Tests. Students in the 
top four percent of their class who 
have taken UC-approved classes 
qualify for Eligibility in the Local 
Context, or ELC, which guarantees 
admission to at least one of the UC 
schools. There is also an entry level 
writing requirement for the UC 
system; the most common ways to 

pass a College Board Advanced 
Placement English test with a 3 
or higher or score a 680 or higher 
on the Writing section of the SAT 
Reasoning test. If you do not meet 
one of the requirements, you may 
be eligible for Admission by Ex-
ception. To apply for Admission by 
Exception, you must discuss your 

ability and potential to succeed in 
a UC school despite your lack of 
credentials in the personal statement 
portion of your application.

As far as finances are con-
cerned, every UC school has its own 
individual scholarships to help pay 
for your education. Depending upon 
the school you wish to attend, you 
need to visit their school website or 
call for scholarship opportunities. 
There will be deadlines for every 
scholarship, so apply in a timely 
fashion. The usual tuition for a UC 
school is about $7,500 a year; how-
ever, that does not include on cam-
pus housing, or books. Combined 
costs of on campus housing, books 
and tuition total between $25,000 
and $27,000 a year. 

For the fall 2008 semester, 
the UC schools will be accepting 
applications starting November 1 
and the application period will end 

on November 30. January 1, 2008 
marks the opening of the FAFSA 
(Free Application for Federal Stu-
dent Aid) and Cal Grant (State 
grant- based on GPA) application 
period, which closes on March 2, 
2008. Notification of fall 2008 
application decisions be-
gins on March 1, 2008 
and continues through 
March 31 for fresh-
man applicants. 
May 1, 2008 is 
the deadline for 
freshmen in the 
class of 2008 to 

to Register form, 
which informs the 
university that you are 
accepting their acceptance 
letter. The last deadline of note 

school transcripts are due to the 

remember, the university reserves 
the right to deny your acceptance if 

their expectations.

many of the other UC campuses. 
Dorms are selected by preference; 
some students may want an ocean 
view and others a prime location 
on campus. And now for what is 
on everybody’s mind-- how is the 
food on campus? Apparently, it’s 

anyway… but then everyone is 
wishing for the home-cooked meals 
they were hand-fed back in high 
school, and who wouldn’t? The din-
ing commons are Chris’s favorite 
place on campus; they are the cen-
ter of socialization and the food is 
better than decent. And for those of 
you who need variety in your diet, 
there is a restaurant just off campus 
called Freebirds, where they serve 
Mexican food 24 hours a day. Who 
can ask for more than that?

Although most people see 
UCSB as a party school, and are 
somewhat correct in their views, 
the university has a very strong 
engineering department and many 
opportunities for research. Chris is 
majoring in computer science and 

working at a minor in mathematics. 
There is no average class size, he 
says, because it depends on what 
you’re taking. His lecture halls 
have all held about 250 people, 

learning with a group so large, there 
are mandatory discussion sections. 
On average, there are only about 
30 people in a discussion section. 
Amazingly, his largest class was a 

psychology lecture hall with 850 
people.  

Most UCSB students would 
agree that a social life is a terrible 
thing to lose, especially during your 
crucial college years. And who 
hasn’t heard the stories about Isla 
Vista and the frequent sightings of 
topless girls or bottomless guys? 
The question comes down to this: 
is it just an urban legend or is there 
truth behind the stereotype? Ac-
cording to Chris, it’s the truth! IV 
is a popular hang out for several 
reasons: it is a beautiful community 
in a good location, many students 
move there after their freshman 
year, and college festivities are 
centered there. But IV isn’t the only 
attraction in Santa Barbara. There 
is also State Street which is similar 
to Downtown San Diego and is 
packed with restaurants and small 
shops. It is a popular hangout that 
comes alive on the weekends.

And what is the overall best 
thing about college? Chris says 
that it is the freedom. “College is 

the beginning of adulthood, 
[it’s] becoming a part of 
society.”

Some members of the 
class of 2008 already have 
their eyes on the UCSB cam-
pus. Speaking to prospective 
student, current El Capitan 
senior, Kim Williams, brings 
in an interesting factor to the 
college search. She wants to 
stay close to home, and at-
tend a school that will “cater 
to her artistic interests,” but 
most importantly, she wants 
a good place to surf. Hobbies 
aren’t usually present in the 
list of criteria; normally it’s 
the standard location, variety 
of majors and tuition costs. 

-
tant therapeutic and fun activity 
in [her] life… and surf spots are 
just around the corner [at UCSB].” 
If accepted, she looks forward to 
getting involved through the UCSB 
Surf Team, as well as several other 
clubs, such as the Badminton Club, 
Excursions Club, Art History Club, 
and the Multi-Cultural Outreach 
Program.

size.” 
Acceptance rates, although 

generally higher than some UC 
schools like Berkeley and Los 
Angeles, still lie around the 60% 
range. The school accepts those 
who excel in both academics and 
extra-curricular activities. Slagill, 
for example, took many AP courses 
available in high school and 
maintained an extremely high GPA. 
Luckily for us El Capitan students, 
our AP program is considered one 
of the best in the district.

Although USD tuition costs 
might empty your wallet ($28,760 
annual tuition costs with an extra 
$11,300 annual room and board), 

the university has a reputable 

a myriad of scholarships and also 
have student loans available. 
Slagill, for example, was offered 
an academic scholarship that paid 
for her full tuition, thus enabling 
her to attend the university for free. 
Slagill hinted at the importance of 
early applications to the university 
because “If you apply early-action 
to USD, you are automatically 
considered for all scholarships 

paperwork.” Although Slagill 

lives off-campus and doesn’t have 
to pay the hefty living costs, she 
recommended living on campus. 
“I chose to commute since I live 
nearby, but it is really more of a 
hassle than it’s worth,” she said.

Class size is another factor 
that attracted Anne to the private 
school. Whereas most UC systems 
have expansive classes with a 
multitude of students, USD focuses 
on personal and engaged learning 
plans. “My smallest class has 16 
students and my largest has 35, but 
most max out at about 35,” Slagill 

to keep class sizes small because 
the professors here value personal 

relationships with 
students. A lot of 
them put in extra 

better serve their 
pupils. Most of my 
professors have 
earned Doctoral 
degrees and engage 
in ongoing research 
in their respective 

S l a g i l l 
emphasized the 
importance of 
the personal 
connections with 
not only her 
professors, but 
with everyone 
attending the 
university as well. 
“The atmosphere 
is very welcoming. 
It’s a warm campus 

and I feel like everyone here wants 
to get to know me.”

campus were nothing but positive, 
and as seen from her enthusiasm and 
excitement, USD looks, feels and is 
an excellent school to consider. If 
you can muster up the cash yourself 
or land a few adequate scholarships, 
the University of San Diego would 
provide you with a wholesome, 
extremely personal and worthy 
education.

on campus, which, according to 
Megan, are “convenience stores 
that are a big notch above 7/11.” 
Many students also choose to dine 
at the commons, which features a 
food court that includes Starbucks, 
SDSU’s own version of Jamba 
Juice, Rubio’s, Panda Express and 
a Greek restaurant. 

Some students may disregard 
SDSU when choosing a college, 
focusing on the more prestigious 
schools and keeping it in mind 
only as a backup. Katy began the 
application process with that mind-
set, but soon realized that SDSU 
is highly underestimated and “is 
one of the fastest growing small 
research universities in the United 
States.” Megan also says SDSU 
is much better than she expected. 
She got involved right away with 
the University Honors Program, 
of which she is now the president. 

her mentor, making friends, and 
feeling connected to the university. 

SDSU greatly values undergraduate 
research and international study. 
Among her numerous accomplish-
ments, Megan has presented papers 
at regional conferences and spent a 
semester abroad in Amsterdam. 

General education classes are 
huge, most often containing 150-
500 students. Every year, admit-
tance increases, and one way that 
SDSU has dealt with the upsurge is 

by implementing a pilot program in 
which a can professor use a webcam 
to meet his or her students in an 
online forum. Although huge classes 
and online forums sound very im-

basis with half of her professors 
and once you get into your major, 
the classes are much smaller, with 
fewer than 20 students. If you’re 
involved in the Honors Program, 
you are required to take additional 
classes that generally have about 
15 students.

Everyone has heard about 
schools that seem to have more 
stringent rules than our parents 
did, but SDSU is one of the most 

Living on campus is not a require-
ment at any level, and for those who 
do, curfews are not imposed and 
students are free to stay away from 
their residence halls on weekends. 
Alcohol is permitted on campus for 
students of legal age and as many 
El Capitan students know, SDSU is 

host to some of the best parties 
around. But, Megan says, “Most 
of us work hard, too. It’s just im-
portant to have a proper balance 
between social and academic life 
and to make sure that you are 
smart and with people you trust 
if you choose to party.”

A small percentage of the 
students at SDSU are involved 
in the so-called Greek life and 
those who are love it. Katy 
joined the sorority, Kappa Delta, 
and says “it was one of the best 
decisions of [her] life.” SDSU 
offers many other programs 
that help students get involved. 
Katy is a Spanish tutor and on 
the Hall Council for her dorms. 
In addition to the University 
Honors Program, Megan was a 

reporter for the Daily Aztec and is 
a member of various honors societ-
ies. Megan’s piece of advice for 
prospective students: “If you can’t 
live in the dorms, then you must 

to help you build a connection to the 
university…When you see familiar 
faces on campus and have a reason 
to be there besides for classes, you’ll 
love college so much more.”
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In August, Presidential 
candidate Hillary Clinton found 
an interesting way to boost her 
campaign: she appeared on The 
Late Show with David Letterman, 
where she attempted to appeal 
to voters as a more personable 
candidate by chatting and joking 
with Dave, even bringing along 
her own top-ten list of campaign 
promises. These tongue-in-cheek 
“promises” included bringing 
stability to The View, giving 
all Americans a cupcake on 
Hillary’s birthday and appointing 

the heck is happening on Lost.” 
As far as I could tell, it seemed 

entertaining voters she could 
actually win votes, seeing as 
America as a whole seems to care 
more about those who make us 
laugh. Which raises the question: 
why do we care?

First of all, I’m not saying 
that entertainment is bad. In fact, 
the world would be a pretty lousy 
place if we had no one to make 

no music to soothe our souls. 
However, why do we respect, 
even revere, the people whose 
whole career is based on making 
jokes, putting their thoughts 
into songs or pretending to be 
characters that don’t even exist in 
the real world? How do we justify 
paying actors more than teachers 

say about our society when the 
person who wants to run our 
country feels like she has to have 
a fun personality, in addition to 
leadership experience, in order to 
gain our trust?

Maybe the answer lies in the 

entertainment itself. After all, I 
know I’m not the only person who 
considers watching a TV show 
far more interesting than keeping 
track of the news. However, I 
still try to have some general 
knowledge of what’s going on in 
the world while I’m laughing at 
the latest installment of . 
Unfortunately, that’s not the case 
for many members of society. In 
2006, the McCormick Tribune 
Freedom Museum took a poll and 
discovered that more Americans 

the Simpsons family than can 

amendment. In other words, 
people can quickly recall what 
amuses them but are too lazy to 
even research their rights. Maybe 
Hillary Clinton decided she had 
to appear on David Letterman’s 
show just to let the couch potato 
portion of the population know 
she exists. Now she just has to 
charm them into turning off their 
televisions long enough to go to 
the polls.

The issue of lionizing 
entertainers is not limited to 
politicians. Take a look at the 
green movement: no one really 
cared about global warming until 
Al Gore made a movie out of it. 
Because we knew his name, and 
because the information was 
presented in a way that caught our 
attention, we embraced his cause. 
Also, consider Angelina Jolie and 
Brad Pitt’s adoption of children 
from third world countries, thus 
making overseas adoption “chic.” 
Shouldn’t we recycle and switch 
to solar power because we care 
about the planet, not because 
Mr. Gore told us to? Shouldn’t 
Americans adopt because they 
care about the kids, not because 
Jolie and Pitt are doing it? It’s 

Annica Redmond

Staff Writer

sad to know that it takes a pretty 
face in the media to make a good 

cause popular. 
People should 
be able to 
decide what 
cause they 
embrace by 
that’s cause’s 
goal, not by 
the celebrity 
a s s o c i a t e d 
with it. The 
same goes 
for whoever 
becomes the 
President: they 
should be able 
to lead, even it 
their jokes are 
lousy.

U n t i l 
A m e r i c a n s 

realize that sitcoms, reality TV 
and late night talk shows aren’t the 
only things on television, I guess 

industry in order to introduce 
themselves to the sleepy masses. 

Hopefully, Hillary and the other 
candidates’ real promises are 
slightly more meaningful, even 
if they’re not as amusing as the 
promise of a cupcake. But even if 
this does continue…well, at least 
politics will be more interesting.

Substance versus 
silliness: 

Why Do We Care so much 
About the 

Funny-man?

Morton Musing On...

Kevin Morton

Editor-In-Chief

Something caught my eye in 

I found rather amusing, I guess 
you could say. Maybe you saw 
it, it was this bright yellow paper 
hanging outside our library’s 
doors (it has since been moved 
to a wall inside the library, near 
the computer lab), informing 
all students of a new policy the 
library has chosen to enact next 
to the illegalities of gum chewing 
and water sipping. It reads:

“Computers are NOT for 
personal use: NO email – NO 
Yahoo and Google Searches – 
No MySpace – No Chat rooms. 
Computers are for SCHOOL 
WORK ONLY!!”

Hmm. Well. Now, where to 
begin?

Okay. I suppose I can pretty 
safely discern the general 
reasoning behind this new 
decree. It’s not uncommon 

on a couple of computers in 
the library, playing games or 
something of the sort during 
lunch. The library and computer 
lab staff would know this better 
than anyone else, and I can see 
how it might be a little irksome 
to them.

But let’s look at this for a 
second: “Computers are not for 
personal use.” Think about that. 
Does that statement even make 
any sense at all? If they are not 
for the students’ personal use, 
then what in the name of Dewey 
Decimal are they for? 

I can surmise the intended 
meaning of whoever wrote this 
law: all that is to be done on 
the library’s computers must 
be directly related to work in 
school—essays, power points, 
research papers, et cetera—but 
the rhetoric is horrible. And 

this from the library, our haven 
for intelligent and scholarly 
thinking.

Moving on to the second 
order: “NO Yahoo and Google 
searches.” This one got me 
chuckling pretty good as well. 
What this decree does is outlaw 
searches on Yahoo! and Google, 
right? Well, there are literally 
thousands of other search engines 
and directories on the web that 
accomplish the exact same thing 
as these two do, including a 
few other major search engines 
such as Windows Live and Ask. 
People typically use Yahoo! and 
Google because they are the most 
effective, so is this law trying 
to make students’ searches less 

The poor diction and logic 
aside, let’s take a look at the root 
and reason of the prohibitions, 
because there seems to be some 
problems there as well. I can’t 
seem to get my head around why 
it is necessary to make these 
restrictions on El Capitan students 

As evidence, take these 
examples into perspective:

I know a group of students 
who are very into economics 
and investments and used to take 
advantage of their lunch time by 
managing their stocks online. 
What harm this was causing I 
cannot see. It did nothing but help 
foster a healthy and ambitious 
mind in a couple of students who 
were bold enough to test their 
hand in the real world. Even so, 
this activity is now restricted on 
our computers.

I have another friend who 
loves graphic design and creates 
small works of art on computers 
in his spare time. If his creativity 

express it in his free time at lunch, 
I see no problem with it. Yet this 
creative outlet is also restricted 

I, myself, own and operate 
a website, but am constantly 
pressed for time in doing the 
maintenance work for it. I 
would love to take advantage 
of my lunch by knocking off a 
half hour of work when I need 
to. But again, this would be 
restricted because it is of too 
much “personal use.”

These types of independent 
activities should be encouraged, 
not against the rules. People 

they choose to make, and this 
one is simply not worth it. The 

and the costs needlessly threaten 
students’ academic initiative, 
which doesn’t always have to 

abate the value of possessing 
such an extensive laboratory of 

a college library possessing such 
restrictive rules. We preach and 
preach preparedness for college 
and the world after high school, 
yet we are still preoccupied with 
limiting freedoms and enforcing 
childish rules. The Internet is 
such a vast store of information 
and possibility that it is really a 
shame to be limiting its use so 
restrictively in our school.

If the library disagrees 
with the latter portion of my 
argument, then at least a change 
in the rule’s diction ought to 
be forthcoming. But really, the 
more important matter is to go 
back and think about what we are 
trying to accomplish here as an 
academic institution. I’m rather 
fed up with restrictions that 
are needlessly put on students 
without ample foresight, but 
because we are adolescents, and 
they can.

Harrowing words, I know, 
but sobering hopefully if taken 
with a calm and open mind.

The Library’s New Sign



the Middle East, or America’s 
apparent involvement in some 
sort of presidential election – 
you know – the jibber-jabber. 

I spent the next few months 
searching relentlessly, yet to 
no avail. All of the magazines, 
papers, Internet sites, and 
video bloggers failed to remain 
completely pure (Even Youtube.
com succumbed to the senseless 
eye-candy!) Why can’t they just 
see the difference between the 
urgent reports and the asinine 
ones?  

It was upon this realization 
that I decided to end my quest… 
I was troubled to discover how 

edifying source of information. 
However, it was as a result 
of this discouraging failure 
that I had experienced an 
epiphany and ultimately learned 
something that I will never 
forget: absolutely nothing.

It is a well known fact that 
the mark of a true journalist lies 
in his or her ability to retell the 
same story eight times over the 
course of six months. It shows 
that he doesn’t care about 
whether the story itself might 
be occurring at that moment or 
not. He cares about what needs 
to be displayed to the viewers, 
and that planetary stories, like 
the death of Anna Nicole Smith, 
must never fade away. If we 
ever forget about Paris Hilton, 
the world might never be the 
same again.

do without you?). What’s even 
better about foxnews.com is its 
generosity; not only does the site 
provide the American public with 
these wonderful articles, but they 
also plaster them on the home 
page to make sure everybody is 
properly informed! Just think 
how clueless we would all be if 
it weren’t for Fox’s integrity and 
benevolence. 

I was extremely happy with 
how Fox had changed my life. 
However, I eventually began to 
drift away from their site, fatigued 
by the sheer effort it took to think 
critically about their informative 
stories. Ignorance clouded my 
world, and I was afraid that I 

It wasn’t until a dark winter day 
that I happened to direct my 
attention from the presidential 
election to a television show so 
informative that it made me feel 
alive once again. Larry King Live, 
a nightly interview program aired 
by CNN, not only tells you what 
you need to know, but talks with 
those personally involved in the 
news story. I was so incredibly 

Smith was still dead, but was also 
grateful that her brother was able 

on Larry’s show. 
Unfortunately, although Larry 

King Live enlightened me of the 
essentials, he had an annoying 
tendency to stray from the matters 
at hand and cover silly things like 

of school that I began to realize 
just how out of touch I was with 
the rest of the world. All of this 
talk about Paris Hilton’s arrest 
and Britney Spears’ shenanigans 
– this heap of worldly and 
pertinent information – made 
me wonder why I couldn’t join 
on in the discussions regarding 
these pressing issues. Alas, I 
said to myself, I am doomed to 
ignorance.

As a journalist, I knew it 
was my duty to investigate 

this information and obtain my 
own opinion regarding these 
intuitively complex topics? 

source of this knowledge, 
it would enable me to join 
the fold and become a part 
of this incredibly perceptive 
community.

Perhaps, I thought, I should 
divert my attention from the 
current situation in Iraq to my 

foxnews.com. Fortunately for 
me, the top read article at that 
time involved Britney Spears’ 
potential custody complications 
over her two children. After 
skimming through the home 
page, I knew that this website 
could provide me with utterly 
substantial news stories (God 
bless the journalist who warned 
the American people about 
the dangers of Croc shoes and 
escalators. What would we 

Ramblings of a Mad 
Hatter (Version 2.0)

Carissa Parra

Staff Writer

Students complain about 
not wanting to be labeled 
but unknowingly, they label 
themselves. They aren’t actually 
running around screaming, “Oh 
look at me I’m a ____!” No, their 
self-labeling is being expressed 
by a number of weird accessories. 
Items that weren’t meant to be 
fashion add-ons are now blips 
on the radar pinpointing exactly 
who is or who isn’t, who has or 
who hasn’t, and naturally, who 
cares and who doesn’t. Why even 
bother? Judging from what I’ve 
seen, these individuals want to be 
labeled.

Personally, I don’t get the point. 
Since when did a half-gallon jug 
of water become stylish? Students 

don’t have to clutch a skateboard 
like it’s their lifeline to show they 
are a “skater.” And no offense, 
but smoking cigarettes isn’t that 
cool. It’s a disgusting habit and 
I don’t think anyone should be 
very proud of it. But, it’s not 
only jugs of water, skateboards 
or cigarettes; students also brag 
and show off with energy drinks, 
coffee, guitars, boyfriends/
girlfriends, car keys and even 
money. It is truly depressing how 
students must constantly strive 
to show off and up one another. 
I’m not saying you can’t have 
these things. I just think these 
“accessories” are being used for 
the completely absurd and wrong 
reasons. 

Just because someone has 
cash or a car doesn’t mean they 

constantly jingle car keys in 
someone’s face. It is just plain 
rude. Furthermore, if you’re going 
to carry something around with 

you for popularity points, you 
should at least know how to use 
it. It is especially ridiculous when 
an individual carries, for example, 
a skateboard or guitar and they 
don’t know how to use it. That is 
what makes a (*gasp* dare I say 
it?), poser. Hey, if you know how 
to use it, congratulations. But if 
you don’t, just leave it at home! 
It is one thing to have these things 
for sincere purposes but if you are 
carrying them just to show off, 
don’t.

you to be true to who they really 
are. Don’t go around pretending 
to be something you’re not just for 
attention or maybe to gain social 

their “look,” but if you have to 
play make-believe in the process, 
don’t bother because everyone 
will know who the pretender is. 
I’d rather have someone hate me 
for who I really am than like me 
for someone I’m not.

High school is a time when 
teens have fun and go through 
different experiences; discovering 
who they are and who they want 
to become. With the pressure of 
trying to become popular, many 
teen girls are engaging in sex, 
and the use of drugs and alcohol. 
These girls have been consumed 
by the party scene, giving them 
the title of “party girls.”  

In an attempt to become more 
popular, these out of control 
girls are indulging themselves 
in drinking, drug abuse and sex; 
only living in the moment for 
the attention and not realizing 
how badly their reputations get 
ruined. After watching reality 
television shows, girls can get the 
impression that behaving in such 
ways will get them the attention 
they want -- more attention 
from the guys. But they don’t 
realize that it is the wrong kind 
of attention. Sure, all eyes are on 
them, but it isn’t because people 
are admiring them. 

Grinding up on some random 
guy with a bottle of Smirnoff 
Twisted in their hand, these 
“party girls” are thinking they’re 
the life of the party; when in fact 
their poor decisions are making 
them look trashy. “They’re 
disrespectful to their bodies and 

says one student. Junior Chad Carl 
thinks “they’re stupid because 
they get wasted and act dumb... 
they could get addicted to alcohol 

and drugs after a while and ruin 
their future.” Brian Young says, 
“I want a girl that’s intelligent, 
not a girl who gets wasted off her 
ass...one that has a good head on 
her shoulders, not one that makes 
poor decisions.” It’s not just the 
guys losing respect for them, but 
their peers, and the ones they love, 
lose respect for them also. 

Not only are they losing 
the respect of their loved ones, 
but they will soon begin to lose 
respect for themselves as well. 
Eventually, this will cause them 
to want to indulge further in 
these unacceptable behaviors 
to make themselves feel better, 
when in fact they are just hurting 
themselves even more -- mentally 
and physically. 

Aside from these “party 
girls” ruining their reputation and 
self-worth, they are also putting 
themselves in potential danger. 
Excessive drinking is not only 
unhealthy, but it clouds their 
judgment. By giving others around 
them the chance to manipulate 
their behavior, these girls are 
almost guaranteed to regret their 
decisions the next morning. 

“Party girls” need to take a 
look at reality and realize that 
their decisions are affecting every 
aspect of their lives in negative 
ways. They will soon begin to 
notice that their old friends, and 
the ones they cherish the most, 
will no longer want to be a part of 
their lives; and their new friends 
by their side will be the other 
“party girls,” the ones ruining 
their lives as well.

Express Yourself

1 shot, 2 shot, 3 shot... 

Andi Seaboch
Staff Writer

Floor!
Marshall Hattersley
Editor-In-Chief



Who would have guessed 
that a 10x6 square piece of 
asphalt would be a main topic 
of discussion and the cause of 
heated debates among El Capitan 
students. Recently, issues have 
arisen due to a shortage of faculty 
and student parking. This hot 
topic for most seniors (and other 
students who drive to school) 
has been focused on the senior 
auction. Concerns involved which 
parking spaces were going to be 
auctioned and which were going 
to be given to teachers. 

Most students were informed 
of the situation when it became 
a threat to them; there are not 
enough parking spaces in the 
teacher parking lots and a 
solution needed to be reached. 
This shortage of spaces was 

never a major issue until a recent 

this visit, Principal Sullivan was 
told that teacher cars parked on 
the side of the school and in the 
access road were unacceptable 
and needed to be moved for safety 
reasons. Unfortunately, there are 
150 staff members and only about 
100 parking spaces in the teacher 
parking lots, leaving at least 50 
staff members, and all visitors 
to the school, with nowhere to 
park. Once he became aware of 
the problem, Mr. Sullivan set his 
eyes on the student parking lot 
to accommodate the needs of the 
staff.

With hopes of coming to a 
compromise, Mr. Sullivan spoke 

opinion and presenting them with 
three options for removing spaces  
from the student lot: the whole 

by the 1,917 odd students at El 

three rows separated by the gate; 

three rows. The teachers came 
back with a spilt response, so it 
was left to Mr. Sullivan to make 
a decision.

He decided that the best way 
to accommodate all the faculty 
members and the students was 
to create staff parking in the 

to the tennis courts. Upon further 
questioning, his decision was 

three rows on the bottom half 
of the gate, a total of 45 spaces. 
Unfortunately, this only leaves 

students, although Mr. Sullivan 
still believes there are 28 “good” 
spots for the senior auction. 

The situation has presented 
itself as a “catch-22” and emotions 
ran high because most students 
believe that the bottom half of 
the parking lot is the best area for 

for the senior fundraiser. On 
the other side of the argument, 
we have teachers who believe 
they deserve reasonable parking 
spaces because this is their job 
and parking should be provided 
for them. 

The problem became even 
more complicated when I learned 
that  Mr. Sullivan was going to 
reward seven seniors who scored 
Advanced on all sections of the 
2007-2008 CST with free parking 
spaces. 

In addition, he is reserving 66 
spaces for juniors and seniors who 

all sections of the CST test. With 
a total of 73 reserved spaces, 45 

three rows bought in the senior 
auction, the main student parking 
is estimated to have fewer than 
150 spaces for the rest of the 
student body. 

What will happen to those 

students, especially the juniors 
and the soon-to-be-driving 
sophomores? Underclassmen are 
not allowed to participate in the 
senior auction, and the majority 
of students did not score high 
enough on the CST to receive a 
parking space. When asked about 
where these students would park,  
Mr. Sullivan simply stated that 

some where else to park, in the 
already limited parking lot. 

It is honorable for Mr. Sullivan 
to reward those students who 
scored well on the CST tests, and 
they deserved to be recognized. 
Yet isn’t the best interest of the 
whole school and entire student 
body more important than, well 

a parking spot? All I can say is 
good luck to my fellow juniors 
and all new drivers! 

This year, when you step 
outside of a classroom and look 
around, the halls are usually 

empty except for a couple of 
students who are brave enough to 
wear the dreaded bathroom vests.  
In years past, when students 

wanted to go to the bathroom, 
they asked their teacher to write 
them a pass.  Now, all students 
have to do is grab the attractive 
bright yellow vest and walk out.  
Convenient, right?  I have heard 
many students complain about 

the bathroom vests because they 
are so embarrassing, but to me, 
that is only part of the issue.

This year, if I have to use the 

bathroom during class time, I am 
forced to wear a vest that goes into 
both bathrooms.  I may just be a 
germaphobe, but that is disgusting.  
I would never want to go into the 
boys’ bathroom (knowing how 
dirty the girls’ room is), so why 

would I wear something that 
has?  Obviously, I have no way 
of knowing who uses the vest or 
what they do with it while in the 

Marianna Zapanta

Staff Writer

The Lot is Full!

Neon Yellow Vests...

   Fashion Statement or Health Hazard?

Olivia Ortiz

Ads Manager

bathroom.  “Germaphobes” like 
me are worried about vests being 

worse.  To me, this seems like a 
health issue.  

I don’t think that the bathroom 
passes are supposed to more 

convenient for 
us or for the 
teachers, but 
for the campus 
supervisors .  
This year, 
if you walk 
out of class 
without a vest, 
the campus 
s u p e r v i s o r s 
chase you 
down in their 
golf carts and 
tell you to go 
back and get 
the vest.  Yet 
s o m e h o w , 
last year, not 
one campus 
s u p e r v i s o r 
ever even 
asked to see 
my pass in the 
halls.  So now 
that it is easier 
for them to 
spot students 

without passes, they decide to 
start doing their job?  They should 
have checked passes last year, not 
waited until it was made easier 

for them to do so.
I am not saying that the entire 

idea was a bad one.  I mean, I am 
all for a reusable bathroom pass 
instead of wasting paper that 
usually is thrown away instead 
of recycled. The bathroom vests 
do discourage students who don’t 
really have to go to the bathroom 
from just leaving class.  But, 
there has to be a more sanitary 
way of achieving the goal to 
keep students in class.  The very 
least that could be done would 
be different bathroom passes for 
each gender or to wash the vests 
at least once a week.  One of my 
teachers offered to wash the vest 
once a week, but I doubt that most 
teachers will take their own time 
to wash something that they do 
not have to wear.  One idea for a 
reusable bathroom pass would be 
a laminated pass written on with 
whiteboard markers.  This way, 
the pass could be easily cleaned

Because of the new bathroom 
policy, I try not use the bathroom 
during class.  This is an 
inconvenience to me and I doubt 
anyone really cares, but I refuse to 
touch the vests unless I absolutely 
am forced to and I bet there are 
other students who think the same 
thing.  Most of my friends don’t 
go to the bathroom at school at 
all, or they wait until lunch.

Has a Solution Been Reached?



All You Need is Love
      for Across the UniverseI had been counting down the 

days, literally, for six months until 
the release of Julie Taymor’s new 
film Across the Universe. As a 
moviegoer, I have seen preview 
after preview for this 
film, only increasing 
my anticipation. So, as 
you could imagine, I 
couldn’t get to the the-
ater fast enough on Fri-
day, September 28. I 
was in such a rush to 
see this new musical.

The movie is a love 
story between Jude (Jim 
Sturgess) and Lucy 
(Evan Rachel Wood). 
Jude travels from Liver-
pool to the United States 
in search of his father at 
Princeton University, 
where he ends up meet-
ing Max. Max (Joe An-
derson) is Lucy’s broth-
er, because of Max Jude 
meets Lucy at Thanks-
giving dinner. The two 
fall in love and deal with 
the struggles of the 60’s, 
the biggest issue being the Vietnam 
War. The musical is set to music by 

the Beatles. The movie was all I 

a feast for your eyes and ears. 
The beautiful voices, colors, cos-
tumes and actors hypnotized me.

hours long, it didn’t get boring at 

any point. There is always some-
thing for the audience to hear, 

see or process. For most Beatles 
fans, their music is a touchy sub-

ject when it comes to covers or 
remakes. But the actors of Across 

the Universe do the Beatles music 

will be nominated for Golden 
Globes and Oscars, which it highly 
deserves. Unknown actor Sturgess 
played his part phenomenally 
as did Wood as Lucy. They had 
such great onscreen chemistry 
and made it very easy to feel the 
same emotions as their characters. 
One of the best things about this 

NANNY 911!
Warning: Article contains 

spoilers for The Nanny Diaries. 
Do not read on if you do not 
want to know what happens! 

Although both the movie and 
the book share the same title, The 

Nanny Diaries, their similari-
ties don’t go far past that. In my 
excitement for the release of The 

Nanny Diaries movie, I devoted 
an entire day of the last weekend 
of summer to reading the book. I 
regretted it. I have no issues with 
the book, co-authored by Emma 
McLaughlin and Nicola Kraus; 
my criticism falls on the unnec-
essary changes made when the 
book was scripted into a movie. 

In the novel, Nanny, a char-
ismatic college student about to 
graduate with a degree in child 
development makes a living, not 
by coincidence, by working as a 
nanny. Her newest charge, Grayer, 
is a spunky four-year-old with an 
attitude that could bring a cold-
hearted Nazi to his knees and have 
him begging for mercy. Spending 
the four short years of his life be-
ing raised by several women, none 
of whom are his mother, Grayer 
knows the system and how to work 
it. Despite the clash in person-
alities, Nanny and Grayer’s bond 
grows into a familial relationship. 

Nanny becomes Grayer’s sole 
caretaker after an adulterous di-
saster involving Mr. X, Grayer’s 
father, and a woman from Mr. X’s 

limits are pushed, and the lines 
between career and life outside are 

blurred when the young boy’s feel-
ings come into question. While on 
a “family vacation” in Nantucket, 
the X’s terminate Nanny’s services 
and ship her back without explana-
tion and without pay. Back in New 

hidden within a teddy bear Grayer 
received as a Valentine’s Day pres-

ent months before. After a short 
tantrum, she sits down and tells 
her mind to the video tape in an 

attempt to convince 
Mrs. X to do what is 
right for her four- 
year-old son and 
take more interest 
in his life, because 
“he won’t love [her] 

uncon-
dition-
ally for 
m u c h 
l o n -
g e r . ” 
With that, the book ends, leaving the 
reader with a feeling of sad dismay. 

college student who just graduated 
with a degree in Anthropology sets 
out on an adventure of self-discov-
ery. While wandering aimlessly in 
a park pondering her future, she 
is bombarded by a quirky little 
boy named Grayer. Running close 
behind is the supposedly elegant 
Mrs. X. In a misunderstanding, 
Mrs. X mistakes Annie’s name as 

her career 
as a nanny 
and within 
days An-
n i e  i s 
Grayer ’s 
l i v e - i n 
caretaker. 
However, 
Annie is 
ashamed 
o f  t h i s 
temporary 
j o b  a n d 
makes the 
t e r r i b l e 
dec is ion 
o f  n o t 
telling her 
mom, who 
i s  s u p -
p o s e d l y 
her  bes t 
f r i e n d , 
that she is 
a nanny. 

Instead, she creates an elaborate 
lie and entangles herself in a mess 
of complications that arise. But, as 

always, the truth must come out. 
In desperation, Annie is forced 
to call her mom, a nurse, when 
Grayer comes down with a dan-
gerously high fever. The general 
plot follows the book vaguely, 
including Annie’s termination in 
Nantucket and the incident with 
the nanny-cam. However, the 
movie doesn’t end there; it pro-
ceeds to attach a happy ending to 
this unhappy story. Mrs. X views 
the nanny-cam video with a gaggle 
of her lady friends, and she is hit 
with the realization that she is an 
awful mother and an awful wife. 

the movie provided relief and 
an answer for me. I was glad to 
have seen the movie only for the 
closure. But as I thought about it 

the authors ended the book abrupt-
ly for a reason. The ambiguity 
was their intent, and I don’t think 
it was appropriate for the writers 
of the movie to misconstrue their 
message. Being the child of a 
mega-wealthy family isn’t as easy 
as people want to believe. It can 
be a lonely environment and there 
isn’t always a fairy tale ending.

popular Beatles songs; the movie 
included lesser known, more deep 
and beautiful songs by the group, 
such as “Because” and “While my 
Guitar Gently Weeps.” Everyone 
will recognize hits such as “I want 

Together,” and I recommend 
not only buying the soundtrack 
to Across the Universe but also 
buying yourself a ticket to see the 

the theaters many more times to 
relive the magic, the music and 
the love of Across the Universe.

Kelsey Thompson
Staff Writer

Bree Kuentsler
Staff Writer



1. Sunday Morning
No Doubt

2. Ray of Sunshine
Go Sailor

3. California Sun
The Ramones

4. Wake Up Alone
Amy Winehouse

5. Rise and Shine
Poe

6. Chelsea Morning
Joni Mitchell

7. There Goes the Sun
Pernice Brothers

8. Fat Old Sun
Pink Floyd

9. Wake Up
Hooverphonic

10. Misty Morning
Bob Marley

11. Here Comes the Sun
The Beatles

12. Daytime
Cat Stevens

13. New Day
Kate Havnevik

14. Behind the Sun
Red Hot Chili Peppers

15. Twilight
Elliott Smith

16. Rise
Azure Ray

17. Good Morning
Steve Poltz

18. Morning
Iron & Wine

19. Awake
The Doors

20. Morning Glory
Leonard Cohen

Rhythms to 
Rise up to Blue Skies for Wilco

Forming in 1994 following the 
breakup of Jeff Tweedy’s previous 
talented alt-country act, Uncle 

album, A.M. the same 
year. When I was but 
a wee preschooler, 
songs such as “Box 
Full of Letters” and 

caught my juvenile 
attention span with 
their catchy twang; 
however, as I evolved 
into my moody teen 
years, the amazing 
songwriting and po-
etically relatable lyr-
ics became the main 
focus. It’s almost as 
if I grew up with the 
band, each of their 
albums coming out at 
different monumen-
tal years of my life. 
From the folksy Being 

There to the more ex-
perimental-rock of A 

Ghost is Born, and all 
the others in between, 
each masterpiece has 
been flawless in its 
own right. Sky Blue 

Sky is no exception.
With the addition of guitar 

Sky Blue 

Sky is filled with innovative 

and awe-inspiring guitar solos, 
along with the usual piano-play-
ing and beautiful organ in the 
background. With both complex 

chords and simple strumming, 
each song is different and fresh.

After battling a drug addic-

tion, Tweedy’s lyrics on Sky Blue 

Sky are more poignant than ever.   
Doing away with the cryptic lines 
found on the previous two releases, 

Sky Blue Sky is blunt, but not 

“Either Way” is a beautiful tune 

    Latest CD a New Sky High for Band

about a longing lover’s incessant 
indecisiveness and the realization 
that whether his beau loves him 
or not, he has to “try and under-
stand either way.” In “Impossible 
Germany,” Tweedy’s wit shines 
through, and “What Light” offers 
a more optimistic approach then 
many of their past tunes (“If you 
feel like singin’ a song/and you 
want others to sing along/just sing 
what you feel/ don’t let anyone 
say its wrong”). The title’s clos-
ing track “On and On” deviates 
from the traditional sappy love 
song about two young people in 
total adoration without compli-
cation, instead documenting a 
communion seemingly doomed 
yet somehow fated to succeed 
(“please don’t cry/ we’re designed 
to die/don’t deny/ what’s inside”).

To a longtime devoted fan 

pleasure to see them in concert for 

very well be the most seamless 
show I have seen yet!), Sky Blue 

Sky more than delivers. To those 
new to Wilco’s loveliness, the 
album is sure to make you want to 
own all of their previous records!

Crazy for Cuckoo’s 
Nest!

Quote of the 
Month

-

-
-

-

    - U n k n o w n

Hey fellow bookworms! If 
required reading doesn’t give 
you nightmares, and if you enjoy 
books with strong, cheeky charac-
ters, you should ask your English 
teacher about One Flew Over the 

Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey.
Taking place in a 1960’s insane 

asylum, a supposedly deaf/mute 

narrates the story of a struggle 
between two opponents: the an-
tagonistic, power-loving Nurse 
Ratched and the strong-willed, 
troublemaking hero, Randle Mc-
Murphy.  The novel also highlights 

own cowardice. This book embod-
ies a “we’re not gonna take it any-
more” attitude while proving that 
even goals that seem unreachable 
are worth trying to get to, regard-
less of whether you fail. Filled 
with drama, action, suspense, and 
loads of humor, One Flew Over the 

Cuckoo’s Nest is an excellent novel.
As you read, you will likely 

-
mon with the many interesting 
characters that Kesey scatters 
throughout the book. Kesey’s 
subtle innuendos are enjoyable as 

that each of the characters even-
tually establish in their ongoing 
feud with the sugar-coated wretch 
Nurse Ratched. Needless to say, 
you burst out laughing every time 
McMurphy makes the nurse lose 
her cool. As a person who rarely 
enjoys required reading books, I 

this book so much. I highly recom-
mend One Flew Over the Cuck-

oo’s Nest to all who love books 
with smart-aleck characters who 
foil their antagonists with mere 
charm. Even if you’re not a big 
reader, this book may surprise you.

Ent. Editor

Ent. Editor

Staff Writer



 Recommended
Mr. A-Z The Art of DrowningMotion in the Ocean    Reckoning Night

    

1. Sleep
Poets of the Fall

2. Higher than Hope 

Nightwish

3. Draw Me 

Sonata Artica

4. Hurt
Johnny Cash

5. Meadows of Heaven 
Nightwish

6. Anthem 
Kamelot

7. Frozen World
Emilie Simon

8. Boats and Birds
Gregory & the Hawk

9. The Last of the Wilds 
Nightwish

10. Eva
Nightwish

11. Tallulah
Sonata Artica

12. Come Cover Me  

Nightwish

13. Don’t Want to Miss     
a Thing

Aerosmith

14. Sailorman’s Hymn 

Kamelot

15. Fiddler on the Green
Demons & Wizards

16. Far Away Boys
 Flogging Molly

17. Christifori’s Dream 

David Lanz

18. End of this Chapter
Sonata Artica

19. Elizabeth I
 Kamelot

20. Heaven’s Not Enough
Kanno & Conte

Songs to 
Sleep toLivin’ The Good Life

West Strikes Gold with Latest Release
Whenever Kanye West happens 

to be the topic of conversation, 
people always have something to 
say. The arrogant yet talented Mr. 
West has now produced his third 
brilliant album, entitled Gradua-

tion. On September 11, West and 

West sold around 437,000 albums 

a mere 310,000 in record sales. 
Though many people overlook 
West’s talent due to his self-infatu-
ation, Graduation is fantastic and 
upbeat unlike his previous albums, 
not to mention less political. 

As a dedicated Kaye fan, I 
made it my responsibility to ensure 
that I purchased Graduation within 

-

tical, but after two or three times 
through the album I was sure that 
I had found a new love. The 13-
track release starts off with “Good 
Morning.” Kanye wastes no time 
getting to his 
never-ending 
c o c k i n e s s 
with the lyr-
ics  “Wake 
up, Mr. West, 
Mr.  Wes t , 
Mr. Fresh, 
Mr. by-his-
self-he-so-
impressed.” 
The album 
later moves 
on to more 
popular sin-
gles like, “Stronger,” featuring 
beats from electronic band Daft 
Punk,”Good Life,” featuring T-

-

ing.” “Homecoming,” featuring 
-

tin, shows West’s more personal 
side, telling the story of an old 
girlfriend in Atlanta whom he had 

to leave 
in order 
t o  f o l -
low his 
dreams. 
The song 
also men-
tions his 
parents’ 
divorce 
at three 
y e a r s 
old, and 
l i f e  a t 
h o m e .

Graduation is everything I 
had hoped and dreamed for while 
waiting out the months prior to its 
release. Hopefully like the earlier 

albums that won him six Gram-
mies, Graduation will be up for 
numerous awards.  Rolling Stone 
journalist Nathan Brackett said it 
best in his article dated Sept. 4, 
2007, “And given the lousy year 
hip-hop has had, the music needs 
his spazzed-out, neurotic creativ-
ity more than ever.” Kanye dem-
onstrates more than just another 
unoriginal hip hop beat, and shows 
to be a supporter of every genre 
by performing with The Police, 
John Mayor, and John Legend. 
If you are one of the many who 
refuse to listen to West because he 
compared himself to Jesus, put that 
aside and give this new album a try.

The heavily Goth-clad band 
that you’ve seen on MTV was once 
modern punk? What?! Yes, before 
the false eyelashes, multicolored 
tight pants, pop-radio-happy wail 
and regular visits to MTV, AFI was 
the band belting out those “whoa-
oh’s” onstage at the Warped Tour 
a few years ago. Their 2000 re-
lease, The Art of Drowning does 
not disappoint what the main-
stream punk adores so much.

AFI managed to take the cake 
-

titled The Art of Drowning. With 
revamped guitar techniques that 
blend with newly mellowed vo-
cals, and more aggressive bass 

drummer) was finally given a 
more noticeable role in the music, 
Not to mention the in-your-face 
song titles and lyrics are phenom-
enal. Bleaker yes, but they will 
always put a smile on my face.

This record, is like an as-
sorted box of yummy chocolates 
for your ears. The ever-popular 
“Days of Phoenix” is showcased, 
as well as “The Despair Factor” 
(featuring a misplaced line from 
the movie Beetlejuice), “Morn-
ingstar” and, my favorite, “Smile.”

If you’ve ever seen the “Love 
Like Winter” or “Miss Murder” 
videos and overlooked the band 
because your friends have dis-
missed the singer as too femi-
nine I urge you to go online 
or to the nearest record store 
and give them a second chance. 
You won’t be disappointed!

Imagine what it would sound 
like if Blink 182 played with 
the Beatles. That’s pretty much 
what you get when listening to 
McFly, the ultra-hot band that’s 
making a splash in the U.K. You 
might have seen them alongside 
Lindsay Logan in the 2006 roman-
tic comedy Just My Luck. They 
play themselves in the movie: 
lead vocalist and guitarist, Tom 
Fletcher; second vocalist and 
guitarist, Danny Jones; drummer 
Harry Judd and the ever-adorable 
bass guitarist, Dougie Poynter. 

Their latest album, Motion in 

the Ocean, was released on Nov. 

fourth they’ve put out since 2004, 
and in my opinion, it’s their very 
best. With the witty innuendos of 
“Star Girl” and phenomenal guitar 
solos of “Transylvania,” or even 
a beautiful piano melody in the 
ballad “Bubble Wrap,” McFly’s 
latest and greatest musical master-
piece keeps its listeners pleading 
for more. McFly even performs 
their version of “Don’t Stop Me 
Now,” originally recorded by 
their idol and inspiration, Queen. 
I personally recommend “Friday 
Night” and “Transylvania” for 
those who lean toward punk/rock, 
and for you pop/rock lovers, go 
for “Star Girl” or “Little Joanna.”    

While their album is unavail-
able in the U.S., you can purchase 
all of their songs on iTunes. You 
can also take a listen to their 

page (www.myspace.com/McFly) 

If you were ever a fan of 
Mraz, Mr. A-Z might just be the 

covers everything from slow 
love songs to upbeat rap and 
enables Mraz to demonstrate that 
he has it all. Not to mention the 

billboard top 200 that year, and 
received a Grammy Award nomi-
nation for best engineered album. 

From fun songs like “Geek in 
the Pink” to singles to help the 
heart like “Song for a Friend,” 
Mraz is there to fit any and 
every mood. With lyrics like 
“It takes no time to fall in love, 
but it takes you years to know 
what love is, And it takes some 
fears to make you trust,” Mraz 
truly shows you that “Life is 
Wonderful.” He also shows a 
more sensual side in the single 
“O.Lover,” singing “You are the 
sweetest thing I’ve found since 
whenever/ you’re the only way 
my time is measured/ You might 
be the silent type/ but you’re 
advertising louder now/ It’s 
crazy how you’re killing me.” In 
the album’s single “Wordplay,” 
Mraz shows us that he’s back 
and here to stay: “For the people 
write me off like I’m a one-hit 
wonder/ Gotta find another 
way to keep from goin’ under.” 

If  you need some new 
music to spice up your life, I 
highly suggest that you check 
out Mr. A-Z  for your own 
sake. Maybe you’ll be on a 
Jason Mraz kick of your own.

Art Director

Staff Writer

Staff Writer Staff WriterStaff WriterArt Director

with tales of greed, failure, and 
revenge. These songs tell an 
entertaining story. Reckoning 

Night showed fans a darker 
side of the band with tracks like 
“Don’t Say A Word” in which 
a madman carries out his plans 
to murder an unfaithful lover. 
The Pinocchio-inspired “The 
Boy Who Wanted to Be a Real 
Puppet”, which is a thoroughly 
rocking, off-kilter song that 
merges the balladic and heavy 
aspects of Sonata Arctica into 
one beautiful conglomeration. 
The a narrative intro to “Wild-

and yet it does nothing to prepare 
the listener for the auditory ass 
kicking that follows. And the 
nigh-nine-minute epic, “White 
Pearl, Black Oceans,” perfectly 
sums up everything that is Sonata 
Arctica, blending speed and bal-
lad, anger and passion, loud and 
quiet, technical and comfort-
able, choir and spoken word… 
it is a nice climax to Reckoning 

Night, with the following track 
“Shamandalie” serving as the 
denouement. Tony Kakko un-
leashes vocals with an enchant-
ing range from tenor to soprano. 
Guitarist Jani Liimatainen lays 
down unforgettable guitar solos 
backed by Henrik Klingen-
berg on keyboard and Marko 
Paasikoski on bass. Drummer 
Tommy Portimo’s gut busting 
blast beats pull it all together to 
make a memorable masterpiece. 
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Coasting Toward Midnight 

at the Southeastern Fair

 by David Bottoms 

We all want to break our orbits

neon 


