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Late Monday night, Feb. 11, 
28-year-old carnival worker, 
Mark Randall Vogler of Ramona 
was shot several times in the 
parking lot of a Lakeside bar; 
he died just after midnight.

Earlier that day Vogler had 
been helping to set up “The 
Family Show” amusement park, 
only a block away from the scene 
of the shooting. He worked for the 

During the recent measles 
outbreak in San Diego, there 
have been a total of 11 children 
infected with the disease.

outbreak in San Diego County 
in 17 years. It is believed that the 
outbreak started with a child who 
caught measles in Switzerland 

and then returned to 
the United States. One 
of the victims is an 8-
year-old who may have 
spread the measles 
virus during a visit to a 
supermarket in Hillcrest. 

has likely been infected and are 
warning that this disease can be 
particularly dangerous to children. 

One infected child was known 
to have had the disease and to have 
traveled to Hawaii. He attended a 
day care and swim class before the 
trip. The children who associated 

The one hundred day writer’s 
strike ended Feb.13, 2007 with 
a three-year contract favoring 
the writers. The Writers Guild 
of America (WGA) now has the 
right to 2% of all revenue from 
older movies and shows dating 
back to 1977. The WGA did not 
succeed in making studios pay 

carnival last year from February 
to November. Buddy Reynolds 
was a ride superintendent for 
Escondido-based Christiansen 
Amusements and knew Vogler. 
“Mark originally wasn’t planning 
to come back. He expected to 
get a job in Oregon, but that 
fell through. Then, he called 
and asked for a job… We 
were happy to hire him back,” 

Reynolds told the Union-Tribune.
Around 10:30 p.m. Vogler left 

the Lakeside Round-Up Tavern 
in the 12200 block of Woodside 
Avenue. Soon afterward, witnesses 
reported hearing gunshots. It was 
reported by NBC News that Vogler 
was shot multiple times, ran back 
towards the tavern and collapsed. 
Deputies found him there and 

rushed him 
to a hospital 
where he died.

Witnesses 
claim he was 
near the north 
side of the bar, 
by a Taco Bell, 
when shots 
were heard. 
There is little 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
known about 
the suspects, 
but according 
to Lt. Dennis 
B r u g o s , 
w i t n e s s e s 
reported seeing 
a very dark 
colored, two-
door vehicle 
leaving the 
parking lot 
of Taco Bell, 
h e a d i n g 
south bound 
on Prospect 
Avenue. Two 
white men 
in their 20’s 
with shaved 
heads were 
seen driving it.

As of 
Feb. 18, there 
were only 
10 witnesses 
known at the 
scene but they 
are looking 
for more.

According 
to the Union-
Tribune, Vogler 
had records of 
“outstanding 
w a r r a n t s 
issued last 

Rachel Maupin
News Editor

residual fees. The residual fees are 
fees that cannot be paid until the 
show has been aired for 24 days. 
Neither the WGA nor the studios 
got everything they wanted. 

With the end of the strike, the 
networks will begin showing the 
normally scheduled shows. CBS 
will have 19 series starting in the 
spring. The Big Bang Theory, 
Two and a Half Men and How I 

Met Your Mother will start again 
on March 17. Cold Case will 

episodes. Criminal Minds will air 
on March 30 for seven weeks. 
CSI and Without a Trace will start 
on April 3. CSI: Miami will be 
showed on March 24 with eight 
new episodes. CSI: New York will 
have seven new episodes starting 
April 7. Ghost Whisperer and 

NUMB3RS both start on April 4. 
NBC will have a lot of the 

hits, such as Chuck, Heroes 
and Life, return in the fall with 
new seasons. 30 Rock, ER, The 

and Scrubs will return on 
April 10. My Name is Earl will 
start again on April 3 with nine 
episodes. Law and Order: SVU 

weeks. Law and Order will begin 

Las Vegas and Medium
their regularly scheduled shows. 

Fox will have most of its 
regularly scheduled shows 

Bones will 
return on April 14 with four 
episodes. The CW will continue 
its regular airing times and 
shows. ABC will also continue 
its regular shows and times.

Emily Laff
Staff Writer

with him were told to stay home 
after his diagnosis. Passengers 
of Hawaiian Airlines were 

if they were not already.
Measles is caused by a virus 

that is spread by contact with 
droplets from the nose, mouth, or 
throat of an infected person. The 
virus can survive for about two 
hours after it is expelled by a cough 
or a sneeze. Symptoms of measles 
usually do not show until 8 to 12 
days after contracting the virus. 

The most general symptoms 
related to measles include a 
high fever, a rough cough, red 
eyes and a runny nose, followed 
by a red rash that starts at the 
head and works its way down 
the body. Other symptoms 
include a sore throat, muscle 

pain and sensitivity to light. 
Measles can cause complications 
that can lead to death. 

There is no precise treatment 
for measles. With bed rest, 

air, symptoms may get better. 
Some children may need 
Vitamin A; it has been shown 
to reduce the chance of death.

Measles

Writers Put Down Their Picket Signs and Pick  Up Their Pens

Kayla Royce
Staff Writer

Outbreak

In San Diego

August in connection with 

possession of a hypodermic 
needle and disturbing the peace.”

Anyone with any information 

about the death was asked to call 
San Diego County Crime Stoppers 
at (888) 580-8477 or the San Diego 
County Sheriff’s Department.



Starting Feb. 18, one part of 
San Diego’s new City Recycling 
Ordinance went into effect. 
Now, apartment and condo 
complexes with more than 100 
units, business spaces larger 
than 20,000 square feet and 
events requiring city permits 
are required to supply recycling 
programs for waste management.

The City Recycling Ordinance 
was passed in November of last 
year and, according to NBC 
San Diego, aims to: cut down 
the amount of waste going into 

lengthening the life of the Miramar 

California recycling, and cut down 
on greenhouse gas emissions. This 
ordinance is meant to be fully 
phased in over just two years.

It began on Jan. 1 with 
the city’s curbside recycling 
program; customers are now 

required to separate recyclables 
from trash, placing each in 
its appropriate container.

This ordinance requires 
managers and owners of the 
facilities previously mentioned 
to provide recycling available 
for jars, paper, newspaper, metal 
containers, cardboard, and plastic 
and glass bottles. Also, education 
about recycling programs 
must be provided to those 
living/working in the facility.

Though over 100,000 tons 
of waste are recycled monthly 
by San Diegans, that is only a 
small portion compared to what 
could be potentially reused, 
as Stephen Grealy, recycling 

program manager, told News 8, 
“Two-thirds of what goes into the 

In phasing in the mandatory 
recycling, starting in 2009, condo 
and apartment complexes with 
more than 50 units and business 
facilities larger than 10,000 
square feet will also have to 
meet the terms of the ordinance. 

As the presidential 
primaries continue, the number 
of candidates campaigning on 
both sides has gone down. On 
the Republican side, only one 
candidate carries a large number 
of delegates, John McCain. 
However, the Democratic race is 
far from over. Hillary Clinton and 

to receive the 2,025 delegates 
needed to get the nomination.

Delegates are people who 
represent the geographic are of 
voters in an election.  The number 
of delegates a candidate secures 
determines who receives the 
nomination.  In the Democratic 
primary election, there are a 
total of 4,048 delegates and 
a candidate needs to receive 
2,025 of them to receive the 
nomination.  In the Republican 
party, there are 2,380 delegates 
with 1,191 needed to win.

McCain is now the 
Republican presidential 
nominee. As of Mar. 4, 
according to the Associated 
Press, McCain has a total of 
1232 delegates. This is more 
than the 1191 delegates needed 
to receive the nomination. After 

that, comes Mike Huckabee, 
who dropped out of the race 
on Mar. 4. Although he is 
not in the race, as of Mar. 4, 
he recieved 261 delegates.  
Although he too dropped out of 
the race,Mitt Romney has the 
next number of delegates, 253.

Although the Republican 
nomination is basically 
decided, the Democrats still 

Obama and Clinton have both 
won over many delegates, 
but neither have enough to 
receive the nomination. As of 
Mar. 4, Obama has received 
a total of 1564 delegates, 
while Clinton has received 
1463. These numbers include 
the Superdelegates who 
have pledged their votes. 
Superdelegates are special 
delegates who are free to 
support either candidate, 
meaning that they do not 
have to support the candidate 
chosen by voters. Currently, 
neither candidate is near the 
2025 delegates needed to 
receive the nomination. It 
is impossible to tell which 
candidate is more likely to win 
at this point in the race, though 
Obama is considered by the 
media to be the front-runner.

McDonalds is under a 
transformation, beginning to sell 
coffee, taking away the bright 
colors and bringing wireless 
Internet to their customers that 
will bring in an estimated $1 
billion more to its yearly income.

The No.1 restaurant in the 
world is bringing iced coffee 
such as Cappuccinos, Latte, 
smoothies and other gourmet 
coffees. The makeovers seen in 
McDonalds will become even 
more extreme with this addition 

to the menu. The counters will 
now have an espresso machine 
to allow for customers to watch 
their own drinks being made.

The United States now has 800 
of these completely remodeled 
McDonalds selling coffee and the 
usual. The remaining 13,200 will 
soon begin the transformation 
as well. The McDonalds on 
East Main St. in El Cajon and 
the McDonalds located in the 
Camino Canada Wal-mart here 
in Lakeside have already been 

remodeled. They now resemble 
a New York “coffee shop” 
where customers can sit leather 
couches, use the Internet on their 
laptops and watch TV on a big 

McDonalds began to realize they 
could sell coffee to bring in an 
even more varied customer base. 

this addition is the effect it could 
have on Starbucks. Starbucks 
opens an average of six new 
locations every day. The company 

is also trying to open more drive-
thrus and has been selling more “to 
go” meals. McDonalds has been a 
somewhat rival of Starbucks for 
a long time. The representatives 
of each restaurant have said 
that they do not believe it will 
affect the business of Starbucks. 

McDonalds is not the only 
one bringing a more comfortable 
environment to its customers. 
The Jack-in-the-Box line of 
restaurants has also remodeled 
many of their restaurants to be 

more modern. The remodels 
are all for a hopeful increase in 

customer base to its restaurants.

Emily Laff
Staff Writer

All condo and apartment 
complexes and business spaces 
will have to meet them by 2010.

Those complying with these 
laws will, however, not only 

are helping the environment; 

economically. As Chris Gonaver, 
Acting Environmental Services 
Department Director, told NBC 
San Diego, “Replacing three 
trash dumpsters with recycling 
dumpsters at a typical large 
apartment complex can save 
an estimated $1,500 per year.”

As for what, in general, can 
or cannot be recycled, all kinds 
of paper and cardboard that are 

not waxed, metal 
cans, empty 
aerosol cans, 
detergent bottles, 
glass, and plastic 
jars and bottles 
are all recyclable. 
Objects not good 
for this recycling 
program, as 
reporrted by 
News 8, are: 
plastic grocery 
and dry cleaning 
bags, light bulbs, 
milk cartons, 
S t y r o f o a m , 
round dairy 
tubs, clothing, 
shoes, batteries, 
and plastic 

cups and utensils.
Also as part of the ordinance, 

there must be designated areas 
for these recycling containers 
with each container labeled 
appropriately. However, there is 
some question to this, as some 
facilities were unable to meet the 
deadline of Feb. 18. This was due 
to either the inability to afford 

the recycling bins or simply 
a lack of a place to put them.

News 8 reports that the 
possible penalty of not complying 

with the ordinance could be 

$100,000 after a third warning.

Rachel Maupin
News Editor

Marianna Zapanta
Staff Writer

NEW SAN DIEGO RECYCLING LAWS

The Next Phase Goes into Effect

The Final
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Historical Election
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Varsity Spotlight:

“...it is hard to believe 
that he has any time 

for anything other 
than studying...”

“‘...when I swim it’s 
like all my problems 

don’t exist.’”

Justin Dickson
Staff Writer

One of the most friendly and outstanding seniors at El Capitan this year is none other than Casey Rodieck.  You 
may already know him, and if you don’t then you are missing out on an outstanding person and an exceptional friend.  
He is always available to lend a hand to anyone, either by giving them a ride or just listening to a problem they may 
have.  He also sets time aside to tutor other students that need a little extra help in their studies.  It is clear to see that 
not only is Casey exceptionally smart, carrying a 4.79 GPA he is also a great person.  Those who know him value 
him as a friend and know that he is someone that they can always count on.

Casey has always strived to do his best in school and it has certainly paid off.  With his full-load of honors 
classes it is hard to believe that he has any time for anything other than studying, but he does.  You may seem him 
at an occasional get together with friends; however, he is always accompanied by a book or two.  He is often seen 
sitting in a corner, reading a book or doing some other homework.  He is dedicated and driven beyond most people’s 

had the time with his class load.  Last year he decided to join the volleyball team.  Playing a sport made it more 

volleyball.  This year Casey made the varsity team and he is very excited about the season.  He enjoys being on the 
team and playing the game.  Casey says that being involved with a sport helps relax him, giving him time to focus on 
something over than his studies.  It is clear that we could all learn a thing or two from this all around great student.  

Casey’s immediate goal is to try and secure the honor of being named the valedictorian of his graduating class.  
He has worked hard for the past 4 years and has a great chance of reaching this goal.  After graduating Casey would 
like to become a biomedical engineer and has applied at some of the best colleges to make this happen.  He applied 
and has been accepted by NAU, Trinity Western University, University of Portland, Whitworth and the University 
of Texas Portland.  He also applied for Stanford, Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, UCSD and UCI, and is waiting to hear 

to life after El Cap.

Many people strive to get into a good college and everybody knows to do so you need many extracurricular 
activities and exceptional grades. Junior Beth Royce is working hard to create opportunities by committing much of 
her time to sports and doing well in her many honors classes. This El Capitan athlete hopes to build a good enough 
resume to get accepted into a college and eventually embark on her dream career.

Growing up, Beth heard about her uncle’s swimming experiences, prompting her to get involved in swim at a 
young age. When her sister Erin joined the El Capitan swim team in her freshmen year, Beth heard many stories about 
how fun and exciting it was. Her sister’s stories gave her enough courage to join the team in her freshman year. On the 

her realize how much she enjoyed swim. When asked why she loved the sport Beth answered, “Maybe it’s because 
when I swim, it’s like all my problems don’t exist. My whole world is just me and the water.” Despite how much 
Beth enjoys swimming, it’s not always fun and games. Beth had to practice, work hard and not give up to become the 
swimmer she is today. 

is involved again, she has found that she loves the game even more than she remembered. With a starting position as 

last.
Even though the many sports Beth has been involved in will help her get into a good college, academics are also 

one of her main priorities. She keeps herself busy with AP and honors classes.  When asked what her favorites are 
Beth said, “Journalism and English because I love to read and write, which come with both of those classes.” Beth 
also likes to stay involved in school by being part of Key Club and Environmental Club. Both of these clubs promote 
community service, which attracts potential colleges. 

After all the hard work and dedication that Beth has put into her high school career, she hopes it will pay off when 
the time comes for college acceptance letters. Aside from college, she plans to join the Peace Corps and continue 
swimming.

Swim is back! And this year’s 
team is hoping to have a fantastic 

following tryouts for the JV and 
varsity teams.   

The JV team has a new coach, 
Sarah Bentley, coaching along 
with former coach Danielle 
Warford. Coach Danielle says, 
“This season is going to be 
amazing with a lot of hard work, 

will be interesting for swimmers 
who are trying to adapt to a new 
coach. Coach Bentley admitted, 
“It is scary being at a pool where 
I don’t know anyone and where 
I haven’t swam.” With JV girls 
being league champion for two 
years in a row, and boys coming 
in second, these coaches have 
a lot on their plates to continue 
the victorious streak. The varsity 
team, on the other hand, still has 

Coach Wes Tart. He expects a lot 
from varsity this year. 

was against Steele Canyon High 
School. They were coming for 
the team like no one has before, 
considering that Coach Wes is 
their coach for the boys and girls 
water polo teams. Coach Wes 
thinks, “It is a great opportunity 
for both schools to swim out of 
their minds. This is what high 
school sports are all about. I love 

that two different schools now 
have the chance to get to know 
one another. El Cap must prevail. 
Steele Canyon will be coming to 
prove something to their water 
polo coach.” 

Last year, varsity swim did 
very well. Swimmer Beth Royce 
says, “We improved a lot last 

a force to be reckoned with.” The 
swim team expects a lot from 
some of the swimmers: Brian Van 

Vechten for all strokes (freestyle, 

Mendoza and Patrick McCrea for 

breast stroke. Brian Van Vechten 
got a scholarship to USD both for 
academics and in school activities, 
such as water polo and swim.

So if you are by the pool or 
just have the urge to cheer on 

swim meet and check them out!

Kayla Royce
Staff Writer

Beth Royce - Swim

Casey Rodieck - Volleyball

Break Out The Speedos!
It’s Time For A New Swim Season



El Capitan is known to have a 
good baseball team each year, but 
this year the team will be known to 
be great. Word has already spread 
around campus that a major goal 
for the team is to go undefeated. 
With Coaches Steve Vickery, Joe 
Unden, Ray Krohne, Mark Noble 
and Ralph Nasif, El Capitan is 

This year, captains Tanner Rust, 
Miles Reagan, Kevin Morton, 
and Andy Hale will help lead the 

The boys understand that 
to play the sport together they 
need to get a good sense of each 
other. Senior third baseman Cory 
Murrell explains, “I love how no 

all of us can come down to the 
club house and we’re all brothers.” 
After playing baseball for El 
Capitan for four years, Murrell 
expresses his expectations for his 
last season. “I think we have a 

this year. Our pitching staff is one 
of the best in the league.”

A major goal for the team 
this season is to keep Grossmont 
from winning league by winning 
it themselves. Senior Jeremiah 
Gross says his goal for the team is 
to “win Grossmont North League, 

and play the championship game 

Stadium at SDSU.” 
The season, which started 

March 4 against St Augustine, is 
going to be intense. The opposing 

teams need to watch out for the 
skill El Capitan baseball has. 

Kevin Morton says, “This 
team has the potential to be the 
best in the county.” Which is easy 
to believe especially since pitcher 
Miles Reagan is 
ranked as the 36th 
best high school 
product in the 
nation, pitcher 
Kevin Morton 
has a full ride 
to Stanford, and 
Marco Mariscal, 
also a pitcher, is a 
Division I college 
prospect. But 
pitching isn’t their 
only strength, the 
team also plays 
notably well on 
defense and has a 
lineup that’s strong 
from bottom to 
top. “Our lineup 
doesn’t have 
many holes,” 
Kevin added. 
“There’s actually 
so many offensive 
threats that there’s 
not enough starting 
positions for all of 
them.”

The guys work 
hard to be the best. They started the 
season with a very tough opening 
schedule; their third game was 
against Poway, the number one 
team in the county’s preseason 
rankings.  But the matchup was 
not an unsuitable one, El Cap had 
its share of respect as a top team 

This year’s varsity softball 

Pitch Classic. They won in a 
very competitive game, with an 

with three runs batted in. Karina 
Hale got on both times, once on 
a beautiful bunt down the third 

choice to third with bases loaded. 
During the second inning, Leslie 
Kuhen, Erica Berger, Julianna 
Duncan and Kara Hostetler all 
came up to bat two times. Every 
member of the team got on at 
least once during the three-inning 
game. Julianna Duncan pitched 
two innings and struck out three 
out of seven batters she faced. 

Senior Julianna Duncan 
is one of the leading factors 

honorable mention, she led the 
team to the fourth place victory 
in the Grossmont North League 
last year.  Duncan’s expertise in 
pitching is her niche. Her variety 
of pitches helps trick the batters 
and create ground balls for the 
defense. 

Junior Leslie Kuhen also made 
honorable mention last season. 
As catcher, she was the talker and 
also had some of the best numbers 
in batting. This season Leslie will 
also be playing third base.  

Other returning varsity 
players include: Heather Brewer, 
Sarah Laff, Catherine Brown, 
Kelsey Moody, Alisha Wyckoff, 
Stephanie Rel-Solia, Sarah 

Grohman, Karina Hale and Paige 
Borras. Brewer and Rel-Solia 
have both been on the team since 
their freshmen year. Sophomores 
Brown, Moody, Wyckoff and 
Borras made the team last year as 
freshmen. Sarah Laff and Karina 
Hale are seniors who made the 
team as juniors. The two newest 
players Kara Hostetler and Erica 

season on varsity. 
The team is led by coaches Joe 

Cota, Ashley Hart and Carmen 
Cutler. Joe Cota is our woodshop 
teacher and has been a football 
coach in years past.  Carmen 
Cutler, the JV coach, also works 

Capitan. 
This year the number one goal 

with a number three ranking in the 
same preseason poll. El Capitan 
is practicing to be number one. 
Morton explains, “We practice 
6 days a week, 3-4 hours per 
practice, right after 6th period on 

school days.” With dedication 
and skill, they are trying to 
make their way to the top. Over 
spring break the team is going 
to Scottsdale, AZ for the Cleats 
National Classic, where they play 
some nationally ranked teams. 
After that comes the Grossmont 

Conference Tournament, where 
the winner of the north plays the 
winner of the south at Petco Park. 
Then comes league play where 
El Capitan and Grossmont will 
be the favorites to battle it out for 

 and conclude with 
the championships at 
Tony Gwynn Stadium. 
With a coaching staff 

Kelsey Thompson
Staff Writer

Emily Laff
Staff Writer

As Sarah Laff says, “It would be 
the coolest way to end my senior 
year. I have always wanted to 

is my last chance.” The only way 

in the Grossmont North League. 
To do that they have to beat 
Grossmont, West Hills, Santana 
and El Cajon Valley at least once 
out of the three times they face 
them.

and a team like this, I have no 
doubt that El Capitan baseball 
will win the championship. 

ranked as third in the county for 
the pre-season rankings, but I 

season they will be number one. 
I recommend all students come 
support the team, and watch as 
they make it to the very top of the 
baseball chain.

Swinging The Bat And Catching El Cap’s Spirits
Softball Team Off To A Fast Start

Preseason Polls Rank Vaqueros No. 3 In San Diego

Senior captain Miles Reagan delivers a pitch 
against St. Augustine at El Cap’s Hostetler 

Junior captain Tanner Rust faces off against a 

from the dugout.



Daily, as I drift from class to 
class, it isn’t uncommon for me 
to people-watch the passers-by. 
I am fascinated by this world of 
high school; for me, it is almost 
surreal. Though I feel outside of it, 
I am not blind to this world in the 
slightest. In fact, I am extremely 
observant of it. I take in the array 
of unique hairstyles, trendy bags, 
new shoes, oversized jackets 

understanding that people use 
clothing to express themselves. 
However, there is a trend that I 
struggle to accept; it drives me out 
of my mind when I see someone 
using their clothing to express 
what should be a verbal opinion.

Gone are the days of fashion 
and style based on complementary 

classy accessories. Rather, we 
have cheap t-shirts that boldly 
announce our thoughts, prejudices 
and beliefs for us. These days, 
who needs to speak their opinion? 
Instead, we can just print it on a 
t-shirt where everyone can see! 
Who cares if people don’t agree 
with us? If they’ve got a problem 
with it, they can just make their 
own shirts, right? Wrong. Pigs 

bought, a shirt that might offend 
somebody. But I am done sitting 
quietly, pondering the strange 
methods people use to validate 
themselves. I am tired of 
debating this phenomenon with 
myself.

Sophomore year a shirt 
came into my possession that 
displayed a no-smoking sign and 
read, “There are cooler ways to 
die.” Well, I agreed with the 
point my shirt was making, so I 
wore it. Once. As I went through 
my school day, I saw people 
looking at my shirt, and I heard 
remarks about it. It wasn’t long 
before I realized that there were 
some people, granted only a few, 
who were offended by it. Since 
then, I have only worn it only as 
a pajama shirt. Personally, I can 

the shirt if it is going to make 
somebody feel even slightly bad 
about themselves, even if I think 
they shouldn’t smoke. 

But when I look around, 
I see shirts far worse than the 
one I wore, which was created 
and worn with the intention 

mindset and discouraging any 
peer pressure. For example, I think 
it is completely unacceptable that 
anyone should wear a “straight 

pride” logo on any form of 
clothing. It is unspeakably absurd 
to me for several reasons. First, I 
can’t think of any reason to wear 
such an opinion other than to make 
homosexuals feel uncomfortable. 
Second, to be proud of something 
you have no control over is really 

are good at, something you excel 
in, something unique to you and 
be proud of that. The same can 
be said for any form of racial 
pride. It is one thing to be proud 
of the accomplishments of your 

ancestors, but it is entirely 
different to be proud to 
be a color. When I look in 
the mirror, I don’t think 
to myself, “Oh Breanna, 
you do such an amazing 
job at being straight. Go 
you! And holy cow, look 
at that blonde hair… what 
an accomplishment! Oh 
wait, even better, you’ve 
done an excellent job at 
keeping your skin white!” 
No. Actually, I look at my 
report card and give myself 
a little pat on the back, or I 
think of my progress in the 

myself some credit for that. 
 Just as bad as pride 

shirts are the conceited, self-
absorbed shirts. If you need 
a shirt to tell people that you 

are a hottie, then you might not be 
as hot as your shirt denotes. But 
far worse than that is the shirt that 
reads, “How did our oil get under 
their sand?” And by the way, if 
you don’t see anything wrong 
with that question, please just 
move on to the next article. Only 
the most hideous of Americans 
could pull that shirt off. I cringe 
just thinking about it. Please tell 

if it is under their sand? In some 
cases, hopefully most, the person 

wearing this shirt would be doing 
so in a sarcastic way, to mock 
the war. I enjoy good mockery 
of things I don’t agree with, so 
I can almost forgive them for 
wearing the shirt. But to wear it 
in the self-righteous way would 
be unforgivable. Unfortunately, 
there are people in this country 
who honestly believe that is a 
valid question. There are people 
who believe that since we are 
Americans, and we need the oil, 
and we can take the oil, then it is 
rightfully ours. It is those people 
who, I am afraid, are wearing this 
shirt.  Since it is utterly impossible 
to understand one’s political 
intent through appearance, I think 
this shirt would be better left in 
the closet too.

Maybe the next time you go 
to get dressed, a few of these 
thoughts might cross your mind 
and you might opt for that once-
fashionable striped sweater over 
the questionably offensive tee. 
But I won’t hold my breath. 

Oh, and ladies, don’t even get 
me started on the logos you have 
plastered over your butts. C’mon! 
I guarantee you that the writing 
isn’t necessary; there are enough 
boys going through puberty in 
high school to give your butt an 
adequate amount of looking time, 

Breanna Kuenstler
Staff Writer

Wearing Your Mind  On Your Sleeve...

Oh, the English language. 
Over its existence it has 
transformed the meaning of many 
phrases and words. Unfortunately, 
some words that were previously 
used to degrade a certain group 
or person are now used normally, 
everyday, like they’re no big deal. 
But aren’t they? 

I’ve become infuriated by the 
fact that teens and adults alike 
have no consideration for the true 
offensiveness of the language 
they use. Person A and person B 
are having a conversation. Person 
A says they want to go to the 
movies, but person B disagrees 
and replies, “That’s gay.” A movie 
has a sexual orientation? I must 
not have been aware. I see no 
point in using the term (that by its 

positive) in such a negative way.
Let’s kick it up a notch. Now 

it’s seemingly become really cool 
to use the word “fag” or “faggot” 
as some sort of nickname to 
reference other people. Every 
time I hear that word it makes 
me cringe. Sure, people joke 
around with the word, but let’s 
not forget its hurtful meaning. 
The modern use of the word 

“faggot” is offensive; it is used to 
belittle someone or something. I 
just don’t see how this word has 
become something to joke with. 
Why should fag be a “fun” word 
to use around friends, but serious 
around gay people? If saying 
“fag” isn’t okay to say to someone 
who is gay, then why should it be 
okay to joke around with?

There are over 500,000 
words in the English language 
and yet kids today choose to use 
cruel, degrading words to call 
their “friends.” People who use 
these words immediately get 
defensive and explain it’s a joke. 
I understand you’re joking; they 
are your friends, right? But if they 
are your friends, then why call 
them rude things to begin with? 

Girls joke around with the 
word “bitch”and “whore” all the 
time. We all know that girls are 
“allowed” to call each other that, 
but when a man says it STOP! 
Women band together and kill 
‘em! So, why are girls allowed 
to call each other that?  When 
women call other women “bitch” 
and “whore,” men don’t see a 
problem in continuing their use 
of these words.

Here comes the big one. I feel 
sick referring to it. The “n-word.” 
I consider it the worst, most 

painful, cruel, degrading word in 
the world. In its original  use, the 
word referred to “a lazy person 
with no self respect, no regard 
for family, [someone who was] 
ignorant, stupid, slow moving, 
did not speak proper English 
and had childlike qualities” 
(abolishthenword.com). The word 
was extremely popular during the 
years of American slavery as a 
term used by plantation owners to 
reference their slaves.  Since then, 
it has been used throughout many 
generations, in a very negative 
way. Today, our generation uses it 
everyday. Just like people in the 
past, but now it is a term of, what? 
Say, affection?

On myspace, kids from all 
over the country post bulletins and 
comments to each other that say 
“Nigguh,” “Niggs,” “Nuckah,” 
“Nuk” or the complete “n-word” 
(which I refuse to fully type 
because I am absolutely repulsed 
by it). Teens defend their use of 
the word by saying “I don’t use 
the ‘er’--it’s different when you 
use the real ending.” I choose to 
believe it’s not different. Not at 
all. You are still referring to the 
root of the word; making it short 
or changing the ending does not 
change the meaning.

I cannot speak for those of 

a different race, but neither can 
many teens who use the “n-
word”.  Do they really know how 
it affects African-Americans? 
Teens won’t use any form of 
the n-word around an African-
American they do not know, 
because they don’t want to offend 
anyone. But using the word at all 
is completely offensive.

 I am appalled at how people 
throw the “n-word” around like 
it’s the latest fashion. Some 
folks think that using it in a 
conversational/slang/joking way 
takes the power out of the word. 
Then why get offended when you 
are called it? Because, no matter 
what, it’s a terrible, terrible thing 
to say, or to be called. It’s not a 
weakness to get offended by it; in 
fact you should get offended. Just 
because you say it a different way 
does not give it a separate, new 
meaning.

I wish these bad words would 
just disappear. But when I walk 
down the halls and hear them 
all the time, I am constantly 
reminded of how horrible they 
are. Call me old-fashioned, but I 

by anything other than his or her 
name. I suppose kindness has 
gone out the window; showing 
your friends that you actually like 

them is not the right thing to do 
anymore. Calling them belittling 
names is “in” right now. Good 
thing I don’t like to do what’s 
cool.

 I cannot speak for cultures 
other than my own and do not know 
how they deal with such harmful 
terms, but I need to express what 
I believe. I believe that in a world 
overcome by sickening, twisted, 
negative thoughts, we, as human 
beings, should at least give each 
other respect. We should be past 

place, but those who continue to 
use the terms keep them alive. So, 
it’s up to you when they should 
die. 

As I was doing research for 
this article I found an incredible 
website that can better explain 
why people should no longer use 
the n-word: abolishthenword.
com. If you don’t want to hear 
what I have to say, read what they 
have to say.  The website is trying 
to start a movement of removing 
the word from everyday and any 
day use. I recommend that you 
sign the contract, and encourage 
others to do so. They are trying 
to make a change, and so am I. I 
doubt this article will change the 
world, but hey, it’s a start.

Kelsey Thompson
Staff Writer

Do You Kiss Your Momma With That Mouth?



(Plus $4.95 For Shipping And Handling)

I’ve been busy over the last 
couple of months. It started 
back in January, when my 
parents signed me up for driver’s 
education. After scouring some 
old Horizon newspapers, I logged 
on to cheapdriversed.com and 
began formally learning the rules 
of the road. My mom sent Cheap 
Driver’s Education 30 dollars to 
pay for my lessons.

Then came February, when 
my friends and I decided to go 
to El Capitan’s Winter Formal. 
Twenty dollars was exactly my 
allowance money amount for the 
month, and I needed those funds 
for later, so I got 20 dollars from 
my father and used it to buy a 
ticket. Fortunately, I already had 
a dress, so I didn’t have to worry 
about digging up 50 to 100 dollars 
or more on that. 

That February night, my 
friends convinced me to take a 
group picture with them. Using 
my aforementioned allowance 

cash, I spent my share of the cost 
and gave eight bucks to the lady 
with the cash register. Left of my 
allowance money: 12 dollars.

The next Sunday, I gave ten 
percent of my funds to my church, 
as I do every month as a tithe. It 
was a mere two dollars, leaving 
10 dollars of my allowance left to 
spend as I pleased.

I also send 32 dollars monthly 
to a little girl living in Uganda  
through an organization called 
Compassion International. Since 
I just recently turned 16, I haven’t 
yet obtained a formal job to cover 
this cost, so I babysat to get the 
money. I got the cash and sent it 
off, feeling good that my hard-
earned money was going to help 
a seven-year-old on the other side 
of the world go to school, stay 
fed and help her family cover 
whatever costs they have.

By Valentine’s Day, I had 
gotten my online driver’s 

time to sign up for behind-the-
wheel training and get my permit. 
Apparently, teaching teenagers 

how to drive is a frightening 
job, because my parents couldn’t 

drive with me for less than 30 
dollars…an hour. So I was signed 
up for six hours of on the road 
driver’s education, as mandated 
by the state of California, for 180 
American dollars.

Once that was taken care 
of, I headed to the Department 
of Motor Vehicles to obtain my 
permit. I paid a 28-dollar fee to 
take the written test.

And as recommended by 
the DMV-working uncle, I also 
picked up a legal California ID 
while getting my permit for times 
when my El Capitan High School 
student ID wouldn’t cover it. 
What my uncle hadn’t told me 
was that a California ID costs 23 
dollars to obtain. My mom wrote 
a check.

Now, I still had ten dollars in 
allowance to spend how I pleased. 
I was planning on using it to see 
a movie when my Chemistry 
teacher, Mrs. Rosenberger, gave 
me an offer I couldn’t refuse: 

a trip to the Reuben H. Fleet 
Science Center’s IMAX theater 
and 25 extra credit points in her 
class for ten dollars. There goes 

broke.
Overall, the way I spent the 

months of January and February 
cost my family and me a total of 
331 American dollars. And 297 
dollars were for one-time events, 
like dances and driving lessons. I 
don’t even want to worry about 
taxes, gasoline, and other real 
fees yet.

Life is expensive. If you don’t 
believe me, just go to the mall and 
try to buy something, anything, 
besides food for ten dollars. If 
that doesn’t work, just compare 

shelves. That 8.25 percent sales 
tax really adds up. 

Four hundred dollars a month 
to live comfortably as a teen is not 
an obscene amount—if you happen 
to have a job. Unfortunately, the 
state of California has decided 
that people are not responsible 
enough to work until they are 16 

years old. That leaves everyone 
else with three options: 1) Find 
a job like babysitting or lawn 
mowing for extra cash, 2) settle 
with whatever allowance your 
parents deem fair for doing chores 
around the house, or 3) hope your 
parents are both rich & generous 
enough to pay for everything for 
you.

In the meantime, thank your 
parents for what they’re doing for 
you every month—they probably 
pay way more for your stuff than 
you realize. And if any parents 
are reading this, please cut your 
kid some slack when they ask 
for movie money or clothes cash 
for the umpteenth time. Odds are 

simply too young to convince 
an employer that they are in fact 
responsible enough to hire. Until 
the state of California lowers 
the working age to 14, I guess 
students will have to continue 
relying on parents, ingenuity and 
the generosity of relatives on 
holidays to pay for their expensive 
lives. 

Annica Redmond
Staff Writer

The Best Things In Life Are Free:

The “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” 
Policy (DADT) that is in effect 
with all branches of the United 
States armed forces has recently 
reemerged as a topic of much 
discussion among Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender 
(LGBT) young adults who are 
preparing for a protest of the 
policy in fall 2008.

The DADT policy was 
instituted as a law under President 
Bill Clinton, ironically considered 
one of the friendliest Presidents to 
the LGBT community. A March 
2007 article in Time Magazine 
stated that President Clinton went 

such as Colin Powell, opposed 
the idea of homosexuals serving 
openly on the military. Congress 
quickly passed the policy into law 
in 1993.

The thirteen-year-old policy 
bans all openly gay, lesbian, and 
bisexual recruits from joining 
the U.S. Armed Forces. The ban 
states that GLB personnel are not 
allowed to speak of, or display, 
any action that would reveal their 
sexual orientation. This policy, 
therefore, allows only those who 
are willing to lie and hide their 
sexual orientation to serve in the 
armed forces of United States of 
America.

Unfortunately, under the 
DADT policy many young adults 
who would like to serve their 
country are being denied their 
right to do so. Discrimination 

against religion, ethnicity, and 
political views is not acceptable 
in American society, yet 
discrimination towards sexual 
orientation is? 

for imposing the ban on GLB 
personnel is that openly gay 
troops would “undermine 
military readiness, unit cohesion 
and morale” (soulforce.org). 
However, the U.S Armed Forces 
work side by side with other 
organizations that defend America, 
such as the FBI and CIA, and 
these organizations offer equal 
opportunity for both homosexuals 
and heterosexuals. Also, other 
countries such as Britain, 
Australia and Israel offer equal 
opportunity for their homosexual 
citizens when serving in the armed 
forces. Britain’s lift of a similar 
ban occurred in 1999. Since then 
Stonewall, a lobbyist groups for 
gays, and the British government 
have been aggressively working 
on recruiting homosexuals and 
creating an atmosphere of comfort 
for them in the military (New York 

Times, Feb 2005). Sadly, America 
has yet to join these progressive 
countries.

A 2005 study conducted by 
the Government Accountability 

10,000 military personnel, 
including 54 Arabic specialists, 
were discharged due to the DADT 
policy (Time March 2007). Other 
studies have estimated that 65,000 
LGBT personnel are serving in 
our military and about 41,000 
have applied and been denied the 
opportunity to serve (soulforce.

org). 
Considering the U.S. need 

able bodies are foolishly turned 
away, especially when talk of 
a draft is rumored. After the 
Iraqi war began, Rep. Charles 
Rangel of New York proposed 
the Rangel Bill, which would 
reinstitute conscription (the draft) 
and increase troop levels in Iraq. 
Presidential hopeful Senator John 
McCain and former Army Chief 
of Staff General Eric Shinseki 
have also called for an increase 
number of troops (Christian 

Science Monitor, Nov 2006)
An organization called 

Soulforce is committed to freeing 
gay, lesbian, bisexual, and 
transgender people from political 
or religious oppression, and is 
currently organizing The Right to 
Serve Movement. The movement 
is being held in 30 cities around 
the United States this fall, with the 
closest location to Lakeside being 
in Los Angeles. Openly LGBT 
citizens who would like to serve 
and are willing to do so, plan to 
enlist in the U.S Armed Forces; 
when their requests are denied 
because of DADT, a sit-in protest 
will be held in the recruitment 
centers.  This movement takes 
place with hopes of moving 
forward the passing of the 
Military Readiness Enhancement 
Act, which will lift the ban on 
gays serving in the military.

Upon further research, I 
was afforded the opportunity to 
conduct an interview with an 
active member of The Right to 
Serve Movement. My interview 

with the 24- year- old male, who 
wishes to remain anonymous, 
began with a question about his 
involvement in The Right to Serve 
Movement. “I joined October 
2007, after the Jason Knight story 
was shed to light. Jason Knight, a 
gay sailor, was kicked out of the 
navy for being gay. A few months 
after his discharge he was called 
back to serve 12-months active 
duty.”  

In order to prepare for the 
movement, he shared that, “Most 
of us in the program are currently 
attending college, and are getting 

same as the recruiter will do.”  
When asked whether he felt the 
group’s efforts would facilitate a 
change, he responded: “Yes, one 
person at a time. The Don’t Ask 
Don’t Tell Policy, states if you 
are assumed, in the armed forces,  
to be a homosexual, that alone is 
grounds for being discharged and 
stripped from rights as a solider.” 
He added that he was proud of 
the movement’s membership, 
sharing, “We are now over 2,000 
men and women on the west 
coast alone and counting. We are 
participating for our country, our 
rights!” 

To those who are considering 
joining the movement, he 
wanted to remind them of the 
responsibility the job requires: 
“Joining the United States 
armed forces is a job serving 
our country. Research it like you 
would your job of choice.”  While 
some members of the movement 
genuinely want to join the armed 
forces, others are willing to serve 
for the cause and the movement.  
My source assured me: “I will be 
joining for the cause I believe in; 

many good men have suffered an 
inequality.”

In 1948 President Harry S. 
Truman integrated the United 
States army after a growing 
movement by African-American 

as well as, the tragic experience 
of World War II which was at 
the forefront of national news.  
President Truman found the 
policy of segregation immoral 
and wrong; Truman’s Executive 
Order #9981, only six paragraphs 
long and containing less than 250 
words, ended racial segregation 
in the U.S. military ranks. 
(Montgomery Advertiser, Aug. 
1998).

During World War II, the 
American army had a shortage 
of manpower in 89 divisions as a 
result of segregation; the personnel 
in these divisions proved hard to 
maintain (militaryhistoryonline). 
The shortage of men could have 
been solved if the integration of 
African-Americans was permitted; 

the same country! The army’s 

was that “demoralization and 
integration would alter unit 
readiness.” It seems ironic 

being used against present-day 
homosexuals who also wish to 
serve their country. 

Is it going to take another 

terrorism,” or another draft call 
in order to allow homosexuals to 
serve our country? I believe that 
if America was able to overcome 
the bias against skin color and 
view segregation as an inequality, 
we, as present day Americans, are 
more than capable of accepting 
homosexuals into our armed 
forces.

Olivia Ortiz
Ads Manager



A very wise politician named 
Mike Huckabee once told me 
that, if awarded the presidency, 
he would propose a constitutional 
amendment banning gay 
marriage.

Boy, was I relieved to hear 
that there was somebody left on 
this earth that didn’t fall prisoner 
to the gay agenda. That means 
there’s still hope.

You heard me – left and right, 
day and night, poor heterosexual 
souls around the globe are falling 
prey to the pitiful idea that the 
homosexuals call “tolerance.” I 
don’t know about you, but I’m not 
about to let my nation surrender 
to “tolerance.”  I don’t like the 
way it sounds. Too wimpy.

“But Marshall!” you exclaim, 
“Shouldn’t we open our arms 
to those who have different 
preferences than ours? Isn’t 
tolerance something that America 
should work towards and not 
against?” I don’t even know what 
the word “tolerance” means, and 
I’d prefer it if you would avoid 
telling me (Because for all I know, 
any word associated with the gay 
agenda is bound to be gay). 

Yes folks, we have a real 

problem on our 
hands. A war. That’s 
right – a war on the 
heterosexual. Fighters 
for tolerance across 
the nation are parading 
around the streets of 
our conservative cities, 

march day and night, 
shamelessly sodomizing 
the innocent with their 
effeminate tone and 
impeccable décor. We 
Americans cannot 
let their dirty minds 
penetrate the bowels of 
our freedom!

It’s about time that 
we fought back. Our 
weapons are strong – we’ve 
already got two artilleries – FOX 
news and the Bible – but we 
need one more ingredient to 
complete the heterosexual trinity. 
Straight men and women from 

upon you to join forces with me 

the redemption of our American 
liberties. We need you to restrict 
those who desire equality from 
ever attaining it – what better 
way to go about doing this than 
by amending the Constitution, a 
beacon of freedom and hope, in 

order to intercept the tolerance-
advocates’ vicious plans?

However, in order to 
accomplish our task, mountains 
must be climbed, and hurdles 
must be overcome. There is much 
to do before we can reclaim our 
nation.

any phallic symbols like poles, 

pencils, and trees from your sight. 

that pointed objects lead to gay 
thoughts. (And don’t ask me to cite 
my source – like Stephen Colbert, 

from the 
gut.) As for 
the women – 

c h a l i c e s , 
t r i a n g l e s , 
tunnels, and 
G e o r g i a 
O ’ K e e f f e 
p a i n t i n g s 
must be 
avoided at all 
costs in order 
to maintain 
heterosexual 
integrity in 
this wonderful 
land of 
freedom.

Secondly, 
I would 

advise all warriors of intolerance 
to label anything that could be 
considered “uncool” by today’s 
society with the words “gay” or 
“fag.”  By doing this, not only 

against equality, but you also 
give homosexuals the very much-
needed slap on the wrist for their 
homosexual exposure into the 
heterosexual world. (It is with this 
advice that I must congratulate 
my fellow Lakesideans – many 
of you have made incredible 
progress using these words and 
thus have successfully combated 

Marshall Hattersley
Editor-In-Chief

Kevin Morton
Editor-In-Chief

The Gay Crusade:
It’s Time To Fight Back!

It’s a little rectangular white 
box on one of the simplest 
designed web pages on the Net. 
And yet this tiny box is the key 
to billions and billions of dollars 
for one of the world’s richest 
companies--a company that is 
only a handful of years old. For 
the amount of time Google has 
been in business, and the number 
of workers it employs (fewer than 
17,000 currently), their revenue is 
very impressive. It comes down to 
a concept that is simply genius.

Despite its youth, Google now 
has a Nasdaq market value of over 
$110 billion and the company 
raked in a net income of over $4 
billion this last year.

But after being presented 
with these numbers, a lot of 
people wonder where all this 
money comes from. It’s an almost 
inconceivable amount for a 
company whose main web page 
is essentially nothing more than 
their name and a white text box.

But with a team of some 
of the world’s smartest tech 
whizzes, Google has devised an 
income-generation strategy that 
is beyond brilliant and which 
has never before seen its equal in 

terms of its ability to bring in idle 
money--that is, cash that takes 
no additional effort to produce.  
The website could be left exactly 
as it is right now and still earn 
billions of dollars. It’s really a 
testament to the amazing results 
that innovation in our world can 
produce.

But back to where the 
money comes from. Nearly all 
of Google’s income is produced 
through advertising. When an 
Internet user types in a search on 
Google, an event that happens 
over 200 million times a day, 
the next page they see shows the 
10 most relevant web pages for 
their search, something you are 
probably familiar with. On the 
right side of the screen are what 
Google calls sponsored links. 
These are the moneymakers.

Other web sites advertise 
through Google by bidding on 
keywords that they would like 
their site to be shown with when 
someone searches for those 
particular words. Then, when 
someone clicks on one of the 
sponsored links, the company 
pays Google (at prices starting 
at a few pennies per click, but 
depending on the popularity of 
the keyword). It’s all part of a 
program Google calls AdWords.

And that’s it. A bunch of 
advertisers bidding on millions 
of keywords, millions of Internet 
users conducting billions of 
searches, and a small charge each 
time one of those users clicks on 
an ad. Billions of dollars.

Plus, one of the coolest parts 
is it’s a winning situation for 
everyone involved. The searcher 

company gets target advertising, 
and Google gets a few coins for 
bringing the two parties together. 
The key phrase in that last 
sentence was target advertising. 
The reason Google works so well 
for the partnered companies is that 
they are advertising only to people 
who are already interested in what 
the companies are offering. For 
instance if my site sells guitars, 
my ad is going to come up when 
people search for guitars or guitar-
related words. And I only have to 
pay if someone actually clicks on 
my ad, but then at least I already 
know that they are interested in 
what I have because they were 

It is prime advertising to a huge 
potential audience.

There is another advertising 
program Google has called 
AdSense, where other web site 
owner’s can place Google ads on 

their own sites. They simply paste 
some HTML code (a standard 
language used in writing web 
sites) and Google places ads that 
match up with the content of the 
web site. So a site about drums 
would contain ads about drum 
lessons, purchasing drums, and 
so forth. When a visitor to the site 
clicks on an ad the advertising 
company pays Google, who in 
turn pays the web site where the 
ad was clicked. So once again 
everyone wins. 

AdSense is a way for smaller 
sites or information-based sites 

has over the nature of the Internet 
is enormous. Since they can be 
easily reimbursed for their time, 
web designers are more prone to 
create niche sites for the sake of 
spreading knowledge, making 
the web an even more expansive 
wealth of information.

Besides their advertising 
program and control over other 
big web sites (JotSpot, YouTube), 
Google is clever and revolutionary 
in their business practices as 
well. With a conscious company 
motto as simple as “Don’t be 
evil” you can tell that Google is 
a little unorthodox. The search 
engine was created by a couple of 
Stanford students, and the young 

college vibe is apparent in the 
company’s laid back approach.

Take their business 
headquarters for instance. Called 
the Googleplex and located 
in California, it’s not your 
typical workplace. Recreational 
playthings are scattered 
throughout, including lava lamps, 
bicycles, a massage room, video 
games, foosball, a pool table, a 
baby grand piano and ping pong. 
Lunch and snacks are available 
to the workers anytime for free. 
Employees are also working 
under the 20 percent policy, 
where they are encouraged to 

hours just doing things for the 
company that interest them. If 
they have an idea for a fun new 
project, then they just do it. It’s all 
part of a relaxed yet productive 
work environment that is perfect 
for keeping workers happy, 
creative and inspired, which 
ultimately helps the company. 
For so many reasons Google is a 
revolutionary, in the Internet world 
of course, but also in the general 
work world. Their schemes are 
genius and it is pretty clear that 
their supremacy over the Internet 
will not be short lived.

the homosexual agenda’s tyranny 
of tolerance.) Our intolerance will 
prevail!

Lastly, never give up. You 
might feel like there’s no hope 
as you see the world “move 
forward” towards accepting gays 
into the community or “come 
to terms” with the homosexual 
agenda, but know that there were 
once better times in this world 
– times when intolerance reigned 
free and people who failed to 
assimilate were condemned for 
their lifestyles. Ah, the memories. 
It almost brings a tear to my eyes 
(Although I would never cry – it’s 
only giving the homosexuals what 
they want.)

We must now look to the 
message of Mike Huckabee and 
those like him (George Bush 
– the world’s greatest leader, 
Ted Haggard – the “cured” 
homosexual, and Jerry Falwell – 
founder of the inspirational Moral 
Majority, an organization that 
calls for nationwide heterosexual 
conquest, to name a few) for hope. 
Hope for an unequal nation. Hope 
for a world that moves backwards 
rather than forwards. Hope for the 
elimination of progress.

Once we’ve done that, then 

evolutionists.

Morton Musing On... The Genius Of Google



Kayla Eide
Staff Writer

President George W. Bush has 
less than a year left to lounge in 

he seems to be making an 
extraordinary effort to solidify his 
outrageous legacy before his big 

pulled out from under him. The 
polls are telling him to fade into 
oblivion, but this guy just isn’t 
going to give up. He’s going 
to be protecting us from those 
terrorists in our telephones until 
inauguration day.

The Senate just passed a 
bill. Thankfully, the House 
didn’t. But Bush’s crusades are 
the topic here. According to the 
San Diego Union Tribune, the 
Bush-proposed bill would have 
“[allowed] the government to 
eavesdrop on large bundles of 
foreign-based communications 
on its own authority so long as 
Americans are not the targets,” 
and “[shielded] phone companies 
from any legal liability for their 
roles in the eavesdropping 
program approved by Bush after 
the Sept. 11, 2001, terror attacks.” 
Sounds like the same old thing 
we’ve been hearing about since 
2001, right? Well, actually, yeah. 
For all intents and purposes, it’s 

I am a vegetarian.  I am not 
a crazy, PETA-loving extremist 
who will not let people eat meat 
in my presence.  I do not go 
around yelling, “Everyone! I am a 
vegetarian, so you should not eat 
meat.”  Therefore, not everyone 
knows that I do not eat meat.

When I am offered something 
with meat in it, I politely decline 
and explain that I am a vegetarian.  
Most of the time, I get the same 

question, “really?” which I often 
answer this with a sarcastic, “no, 
I just said that.” 

The next question I am asked 

out someone is a vegetarian, 
and you are tempted to ask why, 
ask yourself: do you really want 
to know? Do you just want to 
explain how good meat tastes?  Or 
will you realize in a few seconds 
that you do not really care why 

someone is a vegetarian?  The 
truth is, if someone really wants 
to know why, I do not mind taking 

a few minutes out of my life to 
explain my reasons for being a 
vegetarian.

But the people who really do 

not care why, but ask anyway, 
bother me.  These people usually 
interrupt my explanation by 

telling me that they could never 
be vegetarian, or that I am stupid 
because meat tastes so good.  The 
thing is, I know how meat tastes.  

I was not born a vegetarian.  I 
actually have eaten meat most of 
my life.  So saying to me, “you 

don’t know what you’re missing” 
is completely untrue.  I do know 
what I am “missing.”

Another question I get that 

right?”  I would not call myself 

even chicken, and call themselves 
vegetarian, but I do not really 
consider them vegetarians.  With 

do not eat any animal, or part of 
an animal, that has to be killed.  

Most people drop the 
subject of my vegetarianism 
right there.  But there are 
the few argumentative meat-
enthusiasts, who are apparently 
uncomfortable with people who 
are not exactly like them.  They 
go on to argue that people cannot 
live without eating meat.  Well if 
that were true, I guess all other 
vegetarians like me would cease 
to exist.  From these people, I 
receive numerous illogical and 
unsupported arguments.

I am not saying that 
vegetarians hate to be asked 
questions or receive criticisms 
about their choice not to eat meat. 
But after a while, it is maddening 
to be asked questions over and 
over when nobody actually wants 
to hear an answer.

the same old thing.
Elections are upon us. The 

United States will soon be 
swearing in its new commander-
in-chief. I guess it’s a little late 
to be criticizing the nation’s lack 
of reaction to the continuous 
unconstitutional endeavors of the 
Bush administration. Or is it? 

They say Americans need a 
common purpose to rally around, 
that the purpose is change, and 
that the upcoming election is our 
time for change. And to a certain 
degree, I agree. Change sounds 
fantastic. But where was this 
“change” word two or three 

years ago? As wonderfully 
inspiring as he is, I don’t think 
Senator Barack Obama invented 
it. However, it does seem that 
he might just have uncovered 
it in the dark and dusty gap 
between the Clinton and Bush 
administrations. Somehow 
“change” was lost in translation 
and has been missing from the 
American English language 
since Bill’s lame duck days. 

Or maybe “change” wasn’t 
lost. Maybe we just forgot what 
country we live in. Did you? This 
is the United States of America, 
a republic, a democracy, a 
group of people governed by 
those same people with a little 
guidance from the United States 
Constitution. Remember the 

Constitution? It’s the blueprint 
for the government of the United 
States. It separates federal power 
into three branches in order to 
limit federal power. It also has a 
Bill of Rights with an appendage 
of liberty that has been growing 

Following this Constitution 
gets a little complicated 
sometimes, but it’s worked pretty 
nicely for about 200 years. Is 
this stuff coming back to you 
now? Good. Because you’re an 

American, and Americans are 
the only people who can defend 
American ideals. Canadians have 
their own country to run. 

For almost eight years now 
we’ve all but ignored the actions 
of one of the few men who haven’t 
forgotten about the possibility of 
change, and unfortunately, at least 
according to the Constitution, his 
change wheels roll in the wrong 
direction. Luckily, the current 
election seems to have woken 
Americans up, and that’s great, 

but never having fallen asleep 
would’ve been even better. You 
snooze, you lose rights. “It is 
rather for us to be here dedicated 
to the great task remaining before 
us…that government of the 
people, by the people, for the 
people, shall not perish from the 
earth.”

A wise man from Chicago, 
Illinois once said, “We are the 
change we have been waiting 
for.” But I’d like to add, we didn’t 
have to wait.

YES WE CAN!Change?

Marianna Zapanta
Staff Writer

Veggie Tales: Chew on This!



Just as the early 20th century 
allowed females the “privilege” to 
vote, don long pants and amount 
to something more than a maid 
or prostitute, in the 21st century 
chauvinists are forced to grant us 
another incentive: the ability to 
compose and conduct ourselves 
without the pity and help of 
others. 

Misogyny seems to be 
losing the battle to preserve 
the preconceived notion of 
soft-spoken delicacy and the 
martyrdom of women. Yes, that’s 
right, even Hollywood seems to be 
marching to the beat of a different 
drummer; try less “damsel in 
distress” and more Rambo with a 
dress. Just take a look at any of 
the recent female roles delivered 
in Waitress, Knocked Up, Juno 
and the newly released 4 Months, 

3 Weeks and 2 Days. Contrary 
to the clone-like novellas of 
past generations (1959’s Blue 

Denim, 1949’s Not Wanted), 

all melodrama and apocalyptic 
doom. Nor is it raindrops on 
roses or whiskers on kittens; this 
new view challenges the carefree 
and sickeningly-sweet nature 

transforming the bubbly, over-

to pregnancy into  a more realistic, 
reasonable approach, and as with 
many things, life seems to be 
imitating art.

 In 2007’s Waitress, directed 
by Adrienne Shelley, Keri Russell 
plays a witty waitress, suffocating 
in a toxic and neglectful 
relationship, who becomes 
unexpectedly (and undesirably) 
pregnant. Set in the Deep South, 
known for its conservatism 
and tradition, the message is 
strengthened.  Proving the point 
that her character is no helpless 

“I don’t want you to save me. 
I don’t need to be saved,” and 
bravely tells her husband, “I want 
you the hell out of my life. You 
are never to touch me, ever again; 
I am done with you. If you ever 
come within six yards of me, I 

enjoy doin’ it.”  
However, “Jenna” isn’t quite 

this strong the whole movie; in the 
beginning, it’s apparent that she 
is frightened of her husband and 
renders herself hopeless and weak, 
unable to work up the courage 
to leave him. Many women, 
past and present, are brought up 
to feel “lesser” than their male 
counterparts, either through 
the media or a family life that 
stresses “tradition.” Establishing 
the character as a smart woman 

such as her hesitancy and fear, 
demonstrates a prime example 
of the typical woman of today: 
capable, but often unaware of her 
power. 

Throughout the movie, 
Russell makes comments that 
would shock moviegoers of the 
40’s and 50’s, such as: “I’m not 
so happy about it like everybody 
else might be. I’m having the 
baby and that’s that,” rather than 
the typical and perhaps more 
inviting “YAY! I’M HAVING A 
BABY!” Of course, the movie 
is not a complete downer; Jenna 
falls in love with her child, a feat 
she thought impossible before 
seeing and holding her, and gains 
a sense of security along with the 
strength to leave her deadbeat 
husband, creating a story of 
inspirational independence rather 
than one of self-pity.

Knocked Up follows a 
similar scenario: a career woman  
discovers she is pregnant from 
a slacker-stoner type after a 
drunken one-night-stand.  Initially 

with the movie’s progression 
comes Katherine Heigl’s 
character’s ability to cope and 
even form an unlikely romance 
with the man who impregnated 
her. Heigl’s character also falls 
victim to the beauty and warmth 
childbirth  once the pregnancy is 
over. 

Director Judd Apatow presents 
a humorous and untraditional 
romantic comedy, and shows a 
type of “pregnant” not normally 
seen in cinema. Heigl’s character 
“Katie” becomes knocked up not 
only by premarital sex, but by 
pre-knowing-the-actual-person 
sex, an incident more common in 
the “real world” than Hollywood 
tends to acknowledge. Rather than 

lady’s role as “slut” or “bimbo,” 
the viewer is able to see how this 
easily could be them or one of 
their peers. Not to mention the 
movie enforces a very important 
moral: contraceptives easily and 
effectively help avoid situations 
such as these--in Layman’s terms: 
don’t be silly, wrap your willy!

Another case of characters 
with an unexplained aversion 
to the use of condoms would 
be Diablo Cody’s Juno. Juno 
is a caustic teen who, after an 
awkward sexual encounter with an 

been receiving the most negative 
criticism, mainly for supposedly 
“mak[ing] it seem really simple 
and like it wasn’t a big deal or 
anything. ...They didn’t show any 
consequences. They didn’t show 
the expenses and the problems 
and how much time it actually 
takes. It didn’t really focus on any 

teen interviewed on http://www.
goerie.com/. The “insight” that 
this particular viewer gained from 
Juno is completely opposite to 
the message I took away. Firstly, 

comedy at that), not an extensive, 
in-depth documentary chronicling 
a pregnant teen’s day-to-day trials 
and tribulations, it is going to be 
considerably less “effective” in 
emphasizing the humiliation most 
pregnant teens endure. Moreover, 
I have a strong hunch that Cody’s 
motive was not to encourage 
young teens to get pregnant, but 
it wasn’t to scold young adults for 
engaging in sexual contact, either 
(sorry to Bush and all of those 
who would like nothing more than 
to have a world denying access 
to condoms and contraceptives 
for sinning teens: make war, not 
love!). 

As Meredith O’Brien writes, 
“Juno does not glamorize teen 
pregnancy. Sixteen-year-old Juno 
MacGuff (Ellen Page) isn’t a 
shrinking violet or a wide-eyed 
doe who does 
not understand 
contraception 
(She just doesn’t 
use it).  Nor is 
she someone 
who sleeps 
around (She 
got pregnant 
during her one 
and only sexual 
encounter.)”

By far 
the most 
con t rovers ia l 

ironically the 
least known, 4 

Months, 3 Weeks 

and 2 Days is 
a drama set in 
C o m m u n i s t 
R o m a n i a , 
when abortion 
was outlawed 
c o m p l e t e l y . 
Though there are 
many adamant 
pro-life activists 
(I really can’t 
stand that term; 
it makes it seem 
as if all women 
who have had 
to make the 

to go through 
with an abortion 
are “pro-
murder,” though 
I’m sure that is 
the ill-informed 
opinion of the 
masses) in 
America, the 
woman’s right 
to choose has 

yet to be revoked. 

residing in Romania during 
the Communist era attempt to 
arrange an illegal abortion for  
the young woman who was raped 
and consequently burdened with 
pregnancy.  As if the trauma of 
being brutally ravaged against 
one’s will isn’t devastating 
enough, imagine having to bring 
a living, breathing reminder of 
the event--devoid of dad and with 
a mother who can barely support 
herself--into the world. Now 
envision being denied the option 
of terminating the pregnancy, 
before the fetus has yet to even 
form, and having to result to the 
gruesome option of obtaining a 
“backstreet” abortion, performed 
under unsanitary conditions by 

A movie documenting 
and discussing such a widely 
controversial topic would be 
absolutely unheard of 20 or even 
10 years ago, but 4 Months, 

3 Weeks and 2 Days actually 
received praise and the prestigious 

FIPRESCI Award at the 2007 
Cannes Film Festival (wikipedia.
com). 

All of the movies mentioned 
appear to mirror the fact that 
society (or at least this newer 
generation) is not made up of 
tech-crazy, energy drink addicts, 
it has a much more tolerant 
and open-minded spirit than in 
generations past. 

Contrary to the conventionality 
our elders cherished, these 
upcoming-adults relish a variety 
of anomalies; from the current 
popularity and dominance of 
African-Americans in the music 
world to the televison programs 
showcasing the lives of gay, 
straight and even transgendered 
people, young adults overall tend 
to exercise acceptance versus 
tolerance or strong prejudice. 

Whether society likes it, 
Juno, and 

poignant ones such as 4 Months, 

3 Weeks and 2 Days are here to 
stay. Each of the aforementioned 
movies differ greatly in both genre 
and presentation, but  all involve 
an issue previously ignored or 

of young adults’ preference in 
confronting the controversial 
rather than concealing it.

Hannah Hoskisson
Entertainment Editor

YES WE CAN!

America Gives Birth
to a New Generation of Films



1. Dust Pneumonia Blues
Woody Guthrie

2. L’echarpe De Soie
Emmanuelle Parrenin

3. Parasite
Nick Drake

4. Naked as We Came
Iron & Wine

5. Alice’s Wonderland
Bert Jansch

6. Carey
Joni Mitchell

7. Let’s Trade Skins
Great Lake Swimmers

8. Swallow Song
Vashti Bunyan

9. Tangled Up in Blue
Bob Dylan

10. A Child Adrift
Skygreen Leopards

11. Cold Brains
Beck

12. Livin’ in a Dream
Whispertown 2000

13. Senkun Tanssitaan
Isaja

14. My Dove, My Lamb
Phosphorescent

15. I’ve Got a Feeling
Neva Dinova

16. The Stranger Song
Leonard Cohen

17. Oh! My Mama
Alela Diane

18. Bang Bang Bang
Tracy Chapman

19. Julie
Jens Lekman

20. Hesitating Beauty
Billy Bragg & Wilco

Go Folk 
Yourself!

Hannah Hoskisson
Ent. Editor

Scream for Me, North America!

“Scream for me San Diego!” 
How can four words stir so much 
in the hearts of so many? Because 
they were being sung through the 
miracle vocal chords of Finnish 
power metal legend and Sonata 
Arctica frontman Tony Kakko. I 
found out nearly a year in advance 
that my favorite musical group 
would be coming to our fair city, 
and immediately set out to reserve 
my tickets online. 

While I stewed in my own 
anticipation, I decided to research 
what I was in for; to my surprise, 
Jani Liimatainen the guitar master, 
had been ejected from the band for 
dodging his active military duty. I 
was heartbroken to hear this, and a 
little skeptical of his replacement, 
Elias Viljanen. My excitement 
mounted as the date approached 
and arrangements were made. 
Then, on February 19th, 2008, I 
arrived at the House of Blues to 
accomplish one of my dreams. I 
expected to have to sit through an 
untalented group named “Sanc-
tity,” but they were a no-show,  so 
we saw a Thrash/80’s hair metal 
group called “Nihilist.” After a 
rather humorous and entertaining 
set, Nihilist ceded the stage. 

Sonata Arctica was readying 
behind a large quilted curtain and 
I met up with my Heavy Metal 

fellow reporter, Brandi Dove. The 
rest of the night faded into a fan-
tastic aroma of sights and sounds. 
I was too busy banging my head 
and screaming the lyrics to collect 
too many details. So I leave the 
events of that night to the talented 

wordcraft of the aforementioned 
Brandi.

As my witty and talented 
friend and comrade mentioned, 
“Scream for me San Diego!” was 
the theme for the night. Bad plan-
ning and downtown city parking 
cost me the opening act, but we 
(Terran and I) made it there in time 
to meet up with Dylan, get hassled 
by HOB security and get in (thanks 
to the pretty blonde at the door). As 
we arrived on the upper deck, we 
made it to our seats. Seats! There 
should never be seats at any show, 
especially one with our precious 
Sonata, but I swallowed my pride 
and sat down. 

Luckily, we were in the front, 
so when the curtains rose we all 

the rails, and joined the mass chant 
“So-na-ta!” The band members 
ushered into their places, Tony 
greeted us, the house went mad 

song, I lost my company to a rag-
ing lake of hormones. “Tony, I love 
you!” Dylan and Terran screamed. 
A few numbers from Unia passed, 
most of which I don’t know, and 
then “Victoria’s Secret” rolled 
around, or as the boys like to call 
it, “Underwear Music.” Giggling 
I watched Tony sing and dance to 
the line, “Dancing on the path and 
singing now you got away.” 

“We’re gonna speed it up a 
little!” Tony exclaimed, “Here’s a 

Eclip-
tica!” (which you may remember, 
was reviewed by Cory Crawford 

-
where as the crowd headbanged in 
unison to “8th Commandment.” 
A few more songs passed. “Full 
Moon” (my favorite) was snuck in. 

At this point I’m up the wall with 
ecstasy, on the edge of the rails 
screaming like the world’s end de-
pended on it. “She should not lock 
the open door,” Tony teased. “Run 
away! Run away! Run away!” we 
bit. “Full Moon is on the sky and 
he’s not a man anymore! Sees 
the change in him but can’t,” he 
tugged. “Run away! Run away! 

-
ish out the song with passion. Later 
I hear the words recited to me 
once in a love letter, “Remember 

warm on a cold winter morning.” 
“Gravenimage,” slowed the crowd 
down some and the band exited 
stage right and left.

“Are they done?” I thought. “I 
want to hear ‘Don’t say a Word,’” 
Dylan whined in the background, 
and without a second chance 
to blink, “We have a few more 
songs for you, San Diego!” Tony 
promised. “Maybe two more. 
Maybe three more. Maybe four 
more depending on what you want, 
San Diego!” United fans explode: 
“More!” 

on the second Dylan got his wish. 
“We have three more songs for 
you San Diego!” Silence. “DON’T 

ready to give the band his heart 
and the better part of his loins if I 
might add. I swear if he could cry, 
he would have. The boys joined to-
gether and formed the uber-bang, 
as they brought their arms to each 
others’ shoulders. It seemed like 
the entire world was screaming 
the words “All I wanted was to be 
with you!” and then the band spot-
ted the now three-headed monster 

headbang. “We have two more 
songs for you San Diego! Are 

phenomenon. “How about Hell 
yeah?!” And somehow louder than 
before “Hell yeah!” rang through 

just maybe outside at the door. 
He started to play a game 

with us. He sang “Hell yeah” at a 
certain pitch and we matched it. 

minutes over his impressive three-
octave range. The spoken words 
of  “Caleb,” began and we were 
all almost at breaking point. “We 
have one last song for you tonight, 
San Diego. The Cage!”

The daunting end. Our precious 
Sonata was about to leave. But 
wait! What’s this? They tricked us! 
The true last song of the night… 
“The Vodka Song!” we all clapped 
and sang joyfully faster and faster 
until the song’s end. They had their 
ritual drink and said their final 
goodbyes as we all applauded.

As we left, we realized we 
were outside and we didn’t know 
where to go to get shirts. We asked 
a security guard and we found out 
we had to stay inside and now 
were locked out. God bless this 
man, he decided to let a “parent” 
and one of us in. I volunteered to 
go to fetch the wish lists of the 
now tired, sweaty and voiceless 
Dylan and Terran. I got in and 
got out, no troubles and I called 
it a night--ready to puke, my ears 
ringing, voiceless, exhausted, and 
damn happy.

T
Dylan Kaufman
Staff Writer

Brandi Dove
Staff Writer



A NOBLE SCANDAL
In my previous articles it has 

been made clear that I am an avid 
reader and on an endless search 
for literary masterpieces. Through 
my years of experience, I have 

and even several admirable ones. 
However, a very slim few land 
themselves a position on my list 
of favorites. Often,  the few that 
have made it on my list are turned 
into movies—a testament to my 
good judgment, I’d say. One book 
in particular not only landed on 

landed a hot-shot movie deal, star-
ring Scarlett Johansson, Natalie 
Portman, Jim Sturgess and Eric 
Bana. The Other Boleyn Girl, by 
Philippa Gregory was a sensation 
in the literary world and has now 
blown through Hollywood. 

Gregory’s novel tells a tragic 
story of love, sex, ambition and 
intrigue. The narrator is Mary 
Boleyn, sister to the infamous Anne 
Boleyn. Mary is only 12-years-old 
when she, her sister, and George, 
her brother, are brought to live in 
the King and Queen’s court. She 
is known as the beautiful honey-
colored Boleyn girl, with a sweet 
and innocent personality. She is 
very devoted to Queen Katherine 

and admires her on a goddess-like 
scale, so when Mary accidentally 
catches the eye of King Henry VIII 
at age 14, she is plagued with guilt. 
However, King Henry, known 
as the “Golden-haired prince,” 
is a power-
ful man and it 
doesn’t take 
long for her 
infatuation to 
grow, and for 
her own hus-
band to be set 
aside. Mary 
and Henry’s 
love affair 
p rog res ses 
for years, all 
while Queen 
K a t h e r i n e 
is forced to 
overlook the 
scandal, and 
even when 
Mary bears 
two of the King’s children, a son 
and daughter. 

Unfortunately for Mary, the 
King is a spoiled and petty man, 
with a short attention span. So 
when her sister grows into a dark-
haired beauty, Mary falls into 
the shadows while Anne takes 

the spotlight. Anne Boleyn is the 
darker of the sisters, in features 
and personality. She is a cold, con-
niving character whose only con-
cern is her own ambition. The only 
man she ever truly loves is her own 

brother; although Gregory never 
explicitly writes that Anne and 
George were lovers, there is much 
evidence to argue they were.  Anne 
manipulates Henry as expertly as 
Katherine did when they were 
young and in love. She convinces 
him to set Queen Katherine aside 

and name her his queen.
Anne’s tool against Katherine is 

that she was a failure as a wife and 
queen because she never produced 
a living male heir. Their only sur-
viving child together was Princess 

M a r y , 
one day 
Q u e e n 
M a r y 
I .  King 
H e n r y 
was dis-
con ten t 
w i t h 
that, and 
since his 
son with 
M a r y 
B o l e y n 
was ille-
gitimate, 
he had no 
heir to re-
ceive his 
t h r o n e . 

Anne’s offer to provide a legiti-
mate son was appealing to him 
and to his male ego, so with some 
coercing, the two married. How-
ever, when Anne’s promise does 
not hold true, tension invades their 
intimacy and Anne turns to desper-
ation. She runs to her brother for 

help, and George impregnates her. 
Unfortunately for both of them, 
the baby does not survive birth, 
and is stillborn and deformed. 
King Henry becomes furious and 
resentful of Anne, and at some 
point, he decides that if he could 

set his second aside too. But his 
reputation is tainted, so instead of 
simply forcing Anne to step down 
as he did with Katherine, Henry 
accuses her of witchcraft. The rest 
is history.

The Other Boleyn Girl tells 
a common story in a captivating 
way. Gregory’s idea to use Mary’s 
perspective was revolutionary 
and elemental in the success of 
her novel. As an author, Philippa 
Gregory is brilliant and fascinat-
ing. My favorite genre is historical 

books, especially the ones on the 
British monarchy. Even readers 
who aren’t interested in history 

reason enough to pick one up. She 
bases all of her story lines and 
ideas on historical evidence, so 

base of truth at their foundation.

I have a friend. Her name is 

my hero for many reasons, but 
one rises above all the others: she 
introduced me to the marvel that 
is the novel Twilight, by Stephenie 
Meyer.  

After watching Myriah read for 
hours on end, without socializing 

she was just being rude.  Little 
did I know, she was so consumed 
with Twilight that she forgot all 
about time, school and life for the 

She kept saying, “Beth, you have 
to read this book!”  But I was 
already swamped with homework 
and other reading for my English 
class.  Soon, however, I gave in 
to her pestering.  Boy, am I glad 
I did.

Twilight is certainly the most 
captivating book I’ve ever read.  
I’ve even said that it’s better than 
the Harry Potter series and, com-
ing from me, that’s HUGE.  I’m 
generally not a quick reader; I like 
to take my time.  But within two 

Twilight 
and ready for the next book, New 
Moon.  It stunned me how quickly 
I read it, but I honestly couldn’t 

New 
Moon, in about the same amount 
of time as I devoured Twilight, I 

grabbed Eclipse
the series (until the fourth is writ-
ten) and read it just as quickly.  I 
soon realized that I read all three 
b o o k s  i n 
about a week 
and a half.  
S e r i o u s l y, 
t h e y  w e r e 
like a strange 
refuge from 
my busy life.

Well, how 
could I not 
te l l  every-
one I knew 
about these 
a m a z i n g l y 
enthrall ing 
books?  Who 
k n e w  t h a t 
500  pages 
be tween  a 
simple black 
cover could start a phenomenon 

due to the word spread by Myriah 
and me, more than half our group 
of friends, including family mem-
bers and friends of our friends, 
were reading these books and 
becoming just as obsessed as we 
were.  

I bet you’re wondering what’s 
all the uproar about right?  Well, 

without giving too much away, I’ll 
let you know.

Twilight begins with seven-
teen-year-old Bella Swan moving 

to the small town of 
Forks, Washington 

to live 
w i t h 
h e r 
father.  

there was interesting, considering 
the total count of 357 students in 
her school all knew there would be 
someone new on campus for the 

arrival, Bella notices an extraordi-

narily beautiful group of students 
that aren’t socializing with the rest 
of the students.  Her friend informs 
her that they are siblings, the Cul-
lens.  She soon takes interest in one 
of the youngest brothers, Edward 

Cullen.  
Edward is unlike anyone 

Bella has ever met and she 
soon realizes that there is a lot 

terrifying and amazing at the same 
time.  “About three things I was 
absolutely positive.  First, Edward 
was a vampire. Second, there was 
a part of him—and I didn’t know 

how dominant that part might 
be—that thirsted for my blood.  
And third, I was unconditionally 
and irrevocably in love with him” 
(Bella Swan in Twilight). 

After reading the series, I was 
treating Twilight, New Moon and 
Eclipse like an addiction (re-read-
ing them many times) when Ste-
phenie Meyer’s website informed 
all my fellow junkies that Twilight 
is to be made into a movie.  There 
isn’t a ton of information on it yet, 
but it has been announced that  the 
actor playing Bella is Kristin Stew-
art, and Edward is to be played by 
Robert Pattinson.

Okay, I know what’s going 
to happen now.  Because I gave 
you the news that Twilight is to 
be a movie, you will wait for it to 
come out instead of reading the 
books right?  Well don’t!  I assure 
you, reading these books is like 
stepping into a whole new world.  
It is incredibly relaxing to be able 
to escape reality for a little while.  
Just take my advice and read 
these books!  They are amazing, 
I promise.

Breanna Kuentsler
Staff Writer

Beth Royce
Features Editor

Bite into This
 Stephenie Meyer’s  Riveting Book Series

Boleyn Sisters Vie for Attention



In my previous articles it has been made clear that I am an avid reader and on an endless search for literary 

admirable ones. However, a very slim few land themselves a position on my list of favorites. It seems, though, that the few that have are often 

landed a hot-shot movie deal, starring Scarlett Johansson, Natalie Portman, Jim Sturgess and Eric Bana. The Other Boleyn Girl, by Philippa 
Gregory was a sensation in the literary world and has now blown through Hollywood. 
Gregory’s novel tells a tragic story of love, sex, ambition and intrigue. The narrator is Mary Boleyn, sister to the infamous Anne Boleyn. 
Mary is only 12-years-old when she, her sister, and George, her brother, are brought to live in the King and Queen’s court. She is known as 
the beautiful honey-colored Boleyn girl, with a sweet and innocent personality. She is very devoted to Queen Katherine and admires her on a 
goddess-like scale, so when Mary accidentally catches the eye of King Henry VIII at age 14, she is plagued with guilt. However, King Henry, 
known as the “Golden haired prince,” is a powerful man and it doesn’t take long for her infatuation to grow, and for her own husband to be set 
aside. Mary and Henry’s love affair progresses for years, all while Queen Katherine is forced to overlook the scandal, and even when Mary 
bears two of the King’s children, a son and daughter. 
Unfortunately for Mary, the King is a spoiled and petty man, with a short attention span. So when her sister grows into a dark-haired beauty, 
Mary falls into the shadows while Anne takes the spotlight. Anne Boleyn is the darker of the sisters, in features and personality. She is a cold, 
conniving character whose only concern is her own ambition. The only man she ever truly loves is her own brother; although Gregory never 
explicitly writes that Anne and George were lovers, there is much evidence to argue they were. Anne manipulates Henry as expertly as Kather-
ine did when they were young and in love. She convinces him to set Queen Katherine aside and name her his queen.
Anne’s tool against Katherine is that she was a failure as a wife and queen because she never produced a living male heir. Their only surviving 
child together was Princess Mary, one day Queen Mary I. King Henry was discontent with that, and since his son with Mary Boleyn was ille-
gitimate, he had no heir to receive his throne. Anne’s offer to provide a legitimate son was appealing to him and to his male ego, so with some 
coercing, the two married. However, when Anne’s promise does not hold true, tension invades their intimacy and Anne turns to desperation. 
She runs to her brother for help, and George impregnates her. Unfortunately for both of them, the baby does not survive birth, and is stillborn 

could set his second aside too. But his reputation is tainted, so instead of simply forcing Anne to step down as he did with Katherine, Henry 
accuses her of witchcraft. The rest is history.
The Other Boleyn Girl tells a common story in a captivating way. Gregory’s idea to use Mary’s perspective was revolutionary and elemental 
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After being signed to Brush-
fire Records (owned by Jack 
Johnson), Matt Costa created the 
beautiful album Songs We Sing. 

The moment I heard his music I 
craved more, and his songs are 
enough to satisfy. With folky 
songs like “Sunshine,” one of his 
most popular, and “Sweet Rose,” 
Costa gives listeners a taste of 
his diversity. It’s like his spirit 
comes out of the songs; you hear 
an emotion in his voice like no 
other artist. Costa’s songwrit-
ing talents go far, with lyrics 
like “and if you’re leaving well 
come/ give me a reason why I let 
you down” featured in the beau-
tiful slow tune “Astair.” I must 
say the tune my heart belongs to 
is the wonderfully unique song 
“Cold December”: “I can’t fall 
asleep/ to your mystery/ slowly 
blowing from the shore/I have 
not failed to be/ what you’d 
expect of me/swallowing glass 
just to stay pure.” My attempt 
to describe Costa’s brilliance 
could never do his music justice. 
“Songs We Sing” and the album 
named after the tune, leaves 
me wanting to sing more of the 
songs Costa sings.  I recommend 
you pick up a copy of Songs We 
Sing, and even Costa’s latest 
masterpiece, Unfamiliar Faces.

Tobias Sammet is back from 
the dead! and no, I don’t mean 
one of his former bandmates 
from Edguy killed him with a 
pool cue then ressurected his 
corpse to make a walking heavy 
metal abomination. I mean 
when we thought he was down, 
Tobias, the former vocalist of 
German metal sensation Edguy, 
came back to blow our minds 
with a dream team of rock. 
Pounding away on drums is 
the miracle of percussion Eric 
Singer from Kiss! With madman 
Sascha Paeth on Guitars and 
a plethora of legendary talent 
at his side, how could he lose? 
Tobias Sammet’s Avantasia, 
the singer’s self-named side 
project, has been brought back 
in action with the 2008 release 
the Scarecrow. Tobias has 
managed to reel in huge names 
like Kamelot’s hauntingly 
amazing singer, Roy Khan; 
vocalist/guitarist of Helloween, 
Kai Hansen, Mr. Schools-Out-
For-Summer himself, Alice 
Cooper (who really needs no 
introduction) and many more 
for this medley of awesomeness. 
They throw elements of thrash, 
power, and mainstream rock 
all into one package and make 
it not only work, but astound, 
heralding the coming of more 
great music for 2008.

America Goes Metric

Finland’s very own Nightwish 
has done it again. Chances are you 
haven’t heard of them, so allow me 

album Angels Fall First, released 
over ten years ago in 1996, in-
troduced the chaos that is the 
mind of Tuomas Holopainen, pri-
mary songwriter and keyboardist. 
Since then, Nightwish has evolved 
through their many releases like: 
Oceanborn (1998), Wishmaster 
(2000), Century Child (2002), 
Once (2004), and their most recent 
Dark Passion Play (2007) while 
throwing themselves into the Finn-
ish mainstream in the process. 

Dark Passion Play kicks off 
with “The Poet and the Pendu-
lum,” running at thirteen minutes 

story of the life and death of a lost 
poet, Tuomas, and the dirty deeds 
of his friends. It also showcases the 
new voice of Nightwish, Anette 
Olzon, replacing the talents of 
Tarja Turunen who was asked to 
leave the band in 2005. 

Other songs include singles: 
“Amaranth,” “Bye-Bye Beautiful” 
and “Eva.” I usually try and pick 
a favorite to share, but its nearly 
impossible, so I’ll choose a few. 
“The Islander”, “Master Passion 
Greed”,  “7 Days to the Wolves” 
and “Meadows of Heaven” are all 
fantastic listens, so go out and get 
the album, or Myspace it!

Recently an old love found its 
way back into my heart; Metric. 
The Canadian new wave/ indie 
rock band has never ceased to 
amaze me throughout three full 
length albums. Whether it’s the 
voice of lead singer Emily Haines, 
or the sounds of the synth, they’ve 

my discovery freshman year 

album Old World Underground, 
Where Are You Now?  The 2003 
album sucked me in with singles 
“Dead Disco,” “Hustle Rose,” 
and “Calculation Theme.” 

The album opens with “IOU.” 
A strong and fresh start that had 
me sucked in. Sounds of guitar, 
drums, and synth lead you onto 
“Hustle Rose;” which tells the 
story of a “sardine night club.” 
Later along is “Wet Blanket,” 
which asks--“you’re still around, 

I wonder why?” The CD closes 
with  “Love Is a Place,” another 
personal favorite. A soft sound 
of the electric guitar goes along 
perfectly with Haines’ voice 
singing “Where do you love? Love 
is a place. Where 
are you from, she 
says, ask yourself 
ask anyone.”

Their later and 
newest album Live 
It Out I have to sadly 
say did not impress 
me as much, but 
still had a series of 
songs that caught 
my attention. I 
was introduced to the album with 

happened to stand out the most. 
The opening lyrics “There is 
no way out, the only way out is 
to give in” triggered something 
in my mind that told me I was 
going to like this song. It later 
progressed to lyrics “Shake your 
head it’s empty, shake your hips 

move your feet” making me want 
to  shake my body to the music. 

Unfortunately, the only other 
songs of the 10-track album that 
left me wanting to listen again 
were “Handshake,” which I found 

and their more popular singles 
“Poster of a Girl” and “Monster 
Hospital.” However I would 
highly recommend giving the CD 
a listen; it starts to grow on you 
more and more with each listen.

My most loved album Grow 
Up and Blow Away, still amazes 
me with every listen. Although 

the album was recorded in 1999, 
after the band formed in ‘98, it 
never got around to be very well 
known. “Grow Up and Blow 
Away” blows me away and gives 
me chills every time with the 
chorus: “If this is the life, why 
does it feel so good to die today? 
Blue to gray, grow up and blow 
away.” 

“The Twist” has the same 
capability; I look at it as the 
meaning of a double life. I was 
amazed with lyrics like “Friends 
and family looking in, to my only 
hiding place, the rhythm of a 

what I am doing, will happen in 
the morning when the mirror 
won’t recognize me.” Songs like 
“Rock me now” and “Hardwire” 
are also included and have a large 
place in my heart.

If you’ve never heard of 
Metric, it would be in your best 
interest to check them out. I know 
you won’t regret it.

Tasha Neu
Art Director

Kelsey Thompson
Staff Writer

Dylan Kaufman
Staff Writer

Brandi Dove
Staff Writer

Popular in Europe, James Mor-
rison wanted to give the overseas 
a taste of his sound. His voice is 
raspy yet soft at the same time. 
His debut album, Undiscovered, 

single I heard was his most popu-
lar: You Give Me Something. The 
pop sound keeps it catchy, and the 

something/ that makes me scared 
all right/ this could be nothing/ 
but I’m willing to give it a try.” 
The lyrics have a meaning that 
nearly anyone can relate to. This 
Boy, a slow tune, has the melody 
of the gods! James’ vocal talents 
are shown and you hear the pain 
behind the words: “I’m sure/ that 
you had your reasons/ I’m scared/ 
of all this emotion/ for years I’ve 
been holding it down.” If you need 
a song to lift your spirits, listening 
to Undiscovered (album named 
after this song) will definitely 
do just that. This soulful song is 
about knowing that you are never 
lost…just undiscovered. In bad 
times lyrics from the tune keep 
me going, “I’m not lost/ I’m not 
lost/ just undiscovered.” Wonder-
ful World is a popish song that 
keeps me singing along the whole 
way through. Call the Police is 

songs have been featured in major 
motion pictures, commercials, 
and television shows. He’s on the 
rise as a new artist with immense 
talent, and Undiscovered is just 
the beginning to what I see as an 
amazing career.

Angela Perna
Opinion Editor
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If you got through all of 
the rough patches, spring 

break and the rest of March 
are smooth sailing for you. 
Choose your words wisely 
when dealing with some-
one later this month; your 
“helpful” words may come 

off as insensitive.

As Spring Break unfolds, 
some mistakes and mishaps 

could lead to a miserable 
two weeks off if not taken 
care of properly. The rest 

of the month will probably 
be fairly uneventful, but 

prepare for a very busy and 
intense April!

 A big burst of energy 
overtakes you as Spring 

you’ve needed a vacation 
from the loads of stress and 
schoolwork this past month 
has brought. Just make sure 

you come back down to 
earth by April!

-
ence your mood and bright-
en your attitude, but mid-

Try and relax and enjoy 
it while you can, because 

the stress of school will be 
back before you know it.

People in your life seem  
very moody and change-
able lately; do your best 
to try and avoid anything 
that could be interpreted as 
insensitive. Compromise 
is key. Your hard work is 
about to pay off at March’s 
demise and April’s arrival.

What a rollercoaster winter 
has been! Never-ending 

commitments and compli-
cations have been plentiful, 

but this vacation should 
serve as just that: a break, 
not a burden! You tend to 

want to keep go, go, going, 
but save yourself!

Someone in your life is 
going through some tough 
times as of late, and may 

be pressing on your nerves. 
Remain calm and avoid an-
nouncing your annoyance 
to this person; instead try 
to lend a helping hand or 

empathetic ear.

looms in the future with 
someone with whom you 
rarely agree. Try to lessen 

your natural intensity when 
dealing with this person if 
you have any intentions of 

saving the relationship.

Spring seems to be full of 
movies you want to see, 
books you’d like to read 
and things you’d like to 
experience! There is so 

much you want to do that it 
may be overwhelming, not 
to mention impossible, to 

decide what’s worth doing. 

If you’re a single ram, plant 
a new relationship with 
someone you may have 

overlooked in the past; you 
won’t regret it. If taken, 
Break brings some much 
needed alone time for you 

and your love.

You may feel uncomfort-
able scrutiny and pressure 
placed on you mid-month, 

but it isn’t as bad as it 
seems and will pass quick-
ly. You always seem to get 
things done regardless, so 

relax!

Though someone in your 
life seems to be criticizing 
you lately, making you feel 
less than perfect, take their 
harsh words into consid-
eration and think about 
changing, but only for 

yourself!

AnotherClassic

Romantic, comical, thrilling, 
suspenseful, adventurous, hopeful, 
amazing, and beautiful: even these 
words aren’t enough to describe 
Charlotte Bronte’s classic novel, 
Jane Eyre.

Set in 
Victorian 
England, 
an intel-
ligent and 
i s o l a t e d 
o r p h a n 
girl named 
Jane Eyre 
must en-
dure wick-
ed abuses 
from both 
her wid-
owed aunt 
and cous-
ins and a 
cold, un-
we lcom-
ing boarding school run by a 
coarse and unfeeling minister. 
Though awkward, plain, and alone, 
Jane possesses a keen intellect and 
grows up to work as a teacher at 
the school. However, a twist of 
fate has Jane journey immediately 

for the young and shallow Adele, 

employer. But there is a dark secret 

Mr. Rochester is hiding the deepest 

tear the lovers apart. Join Jane on 
her Gothic tale of sorrow, secrets, 
and above all love.

If you liked Pride and Preju-
dice, you will love Jane Eyre. It 
has everything a romance novel 
should have, but with as much 
mystery and suspense as any 
thriller or adventure novel I have 

ever read. I found myself either on 
the edge of my seat with worry or 
smiling with the warm and fuzzy 
feeling only a good love story 
can produce. This classic can be 
found anywhere they sell books, 
so I recommend, no, I urge you to 
go and pick up a copy. Romantic 
novels like this only come around 
so often, you know.

REVIEWED

Danielle Bertolero
Staff Writer


