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Statement of Richard S. Schweiker, Jr., President 

Maggie L. Walker Governorʼs School Athletic Boosters Club 

 

Budget Town Hall Meeting 

Maggie L. Walker Governorʼs School – December 5, 2017 

 

 

 Good evening.  My name is Richard Schweiker, and I am the President of 

the Maggie L. Walker Governorʼs School Athletic Boosters Club.  I also am the 

proud parent of one current Maggie Walker student – a junior – as well as the 

parent of two graduates (class of 2016 and class of 2014).  My family lives in the 

City of Richmond. 

 

 On behalf of the Athletic Boosters, I want to thank you for the opportunity to 

speak briefly tonight and provide some input regarding the school’s next budget.  

Specifically, we are asking the Regional School Board to include approximately 

$250,000 in the budget to pay for a complete resurfacing of the school’s track.  The 

track was installed approximately 16 years ago and needs to be resurfaced for 

safety and performance reasons.  It is an important asset of the school that is used 

by all Maggie Walker students.  The Regional School Board should provide the 

funding for the necessary resurfacing.  In addition, the Regional School Board 

should set aside money each year into a track maintenance fund for the routine 

maintenance that should be performed every 5 to 8 years. 

 

 The school’s track has not been resurfaced in 16 years, and there has been no 

significant maintenance work performed on the track.  Three years ago, the track’s 

condition was assessed by Precision Sports Surfaces, Inc., which is the entity that 

originally installed our track and has installed tracks at other area high schools.  As 

explained by Precision Sports Surfaces, the longer a track with a synthetic surface 

goes without resurfacing, it becomes more difficult to effectively bond the new 

surfacing material to the existing surfacing.  Also, as the surface rubber wears off, 

it exposes the base rubber/binder to oxidation that causes wear to these underlying 

layers.  When the track was assessed three years ago, it was showing signs of 

oxidation and wear.  There also was significant cracking, which exposes the 

underlying rubber.  In addition, there was a significant amount of sub-base settling 

that had caused the surface to undulate. 

 

 Now, three years later, lane 8 of the back stretch of the track has started to 

form a raised ridge.  This has become a safety concern as one of our student-

athletes tripped and fell while running drills on that portion of the track. 
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It is important for the Regional School Board to understand that the track is 

an important school asset that is used by all students.  Through required classes in 

the school’s Health and Physical Education Department, all Maggie Walker 

students use the track.  It must be kept in good shape and safe for all of our 

students.  In addition, the track is a crucial part of the school’s highly successful 

cross country, winter track, and spring track teams.  Since Fall 2013, our boys and 

girls running teams have won 24 state championships!  During the 2016-17 school 

year, 135 different students participated on these running teams.  During the 

current school year, 87 student-athletes ran cross country and 125 are on the winter 

track team.  The track is also used for training by other teams such as soccer and 

field hockey. 

 

The track, of course, is also used by student-athletes from other schools in 

the Richmond metro area during spring season meets.  For the past four years, the 

track has been used for conference and regional meets.  In addition, the track has 

been a valuable asset that has allowed the school to develop important partnerships 

with our neighbors.  For example, Virginia Union University periodically uses our 

track and allows our softball team to use their softball field for free.  This is 

important because we do not have a softball field.  Similarly, we have allowed the 

City of Richmond Department of Parks and Recreation to periodically use our 

track, and the city has in turn permitted free use of their baseball, swim, and tennis 

facilities.  We do not have our own baseball field or swim facilities, and we do not 

have enough tennis courts to host competitions. 

 

With regard to the necessary resurfacing, it is my understanding that it will 

cost approximately $250,000 to remove the existing track surfacing, mill 

approximately 1” of the existing asphalt base, repave with approximately 1” of 

surface course asphalt, install a new Maxflex Speed surfacing, and line the track.  

However, please note that these figures are based on quotes from two to three years 

ago.  An updated quote should be obtained in connection with the budget process.  

 

 In conclusion, the track is a very important school asset.  It is a fundamental 

component of the Health and Physical Education curriculum.  It is vital for the 

training, competition, and success of our student-athletes.  And it has been used to 

partner with others to help overcome our lack of other athletic facilities.  It needs 

to be resurfaced.  The Regional School Board should budget approximately 

$250,000 for the needed resurfacing and begin to set aside money each year into a 

track maintenance fund for future maintenance. 

 

 Thank you for your time and consideration. 
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From online comments: 
 

Stakeholder 

Name Affiliation Key School Priorities 

Adam Sachs 

Current 

student 

The school should include funding in the FY19 budget to re-surface 

and renovate the Jim Holdren Jr. Athletic area. Most or all track 

surfaces are peeling, with large pieces of rubber from the track often 

strewn about in grassy areas. Most importantly, the main 400m 

running track should be re-surfaced. Track re-surfacing is an 

important part of the life of any running track and should be 

completed on a regular basis (every 7-8 years). It's been much 

longer than that since the last resurfacing, and this delay has caused 

the track to suffer through endless pounding and use by our Maggie 

Walker track and cross country teams.  The high jump, triple jump, 

and long jump pits are also in dire need of renovation. Furthermore, 

the track and cross country teams are some of the most successful 

teams in the school and thus should be able to practice and train in 

state of the art facilities that would be greatly welcomed by our 

dedicated athletes and coaches.  

 

thank you for your consideration. 

DAMON 

BEIRNE ALUMNI Art, english department, theater, staff raises 

 


