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Social Studies in the Elementary School 
Spring 2013 

Course: 05:300:471:01 
 
 
Office Hours: By appointment 
Contact Info: bob.shamy@gmail.com   Cell:  732-239-8688 
 
Course Overview 
In this course we will explore both theoretical and practical aspects of teaching and engaging students in 
elementary social studies. 
 
Essential Questions 

 What are the social studies and how are they taught in elementary schools? 
 How are social studies curricula arranged K-5 in terms of content and skill articulation? 
 What does great teaching look like and how are social studies lessons planned to insure student 

engagement and positive student outcomes? 
 How are lessons connected coherently to produce unit plans? 
 What HISTORY does an elementary teacher need to know? 

 
Course Goals 
The purposes of the course are for students to: 

 Develop a coherent and meaningful understanding of social studies content and proficiencies.                                            
 Develop excellence in lesson design and unit development the social studies. 
 Examine the historical skills and content found in social studies in the elementary school.  

Geography-American Indian History-American History-Civics 
 Understand how social studies can be integrated into the broader elementary curriculum. 
 Develop, employ and share a variety of instructional strategies for teaching social studies. 

 
Course Requirements 
Participation and Engagement 
Participation in this course will include taking part in a variety of activities – written, verbal, individual, 
and group. I expect students to arrive on time, and come prepared for every session.  Tardiness or absence 
will result in a reduction in the course grade.  Chronic tardiness or absence will result in a reduction in 
grade higher than the percentage listed in the syllabus. 
 
Practice Lesson: Planning, Teaching, Reflecting   
1. February 5th: Working in pairs students will develop a social studies lesson plan including all the 
elements discussed on January 29th. 

 Grade Level/Topic 
 Objective 
 Anticipatory Set 
 Do Now 
 Activities 
 Assessment 
 Closure 

2. Working in pairs, students will plan and teach a 20-30 min. lesson to the rest of the class.  This lesson 
will be directly related to the content of the grade level and/or the curriculum guides and standards. One 
week after the lesson, students should hand in a reflective essay of the teaching experience. This will 
include a narrative of what happened in the lesson and an analysis of “how it went” and why. Each member 
of the pair is expected to participate equally in the planning and teaching of the lesson. Each student will 
receive a single grade for his or her work.  
 
e- journal  
Each week, students will write a response to what they have read and experienced in class. These 
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assignments are a place to challenge the readings, ask questions, raise issues from classroom experiences, 
and reflect upon our own reactions to the content of the class. The length should be approximately 1- 2 
pages (350-500 words) per week. You should email your responses to me on Sunday night before 11pm. 
We will use your responses in class to enrich our day’s discussion. I expect that each response paper will 
address each of the week’s content focus on some level—it should be evident that you’ve read and thought 
about the week’s assignment. 
 
Observation Paper 
For this assignment, each student will observe and take notes during an elementary social studies lesson.  
Students should write-up the event in a narrative format (more guidance to be provided in class), and then 
provide an analysis with reference to course readings and discussions. 5-6 pages  
(> 1250 words).  
 
 
Unit Plan 
Each student will develop a series of interrelated lessons built upon concepts learned throughout this 
course.  The unit should include five 30 min. daily plans leading up to a thematic or integrated project. 
Units should include clear skill and content goals and daily objectives, and references to source material. 
You may choose to work in groups but must each hand in a separate assignment with distinct lessons. 
 
The Rutgers Academic Integrity Policy governs student Academic Conduct in this course: 
http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/integrity.shtml 
 
Resources and Materials: 
Selected Readings Available on Sakai site as noted in the syllabus. 

 
Grading: 
    
Class Participation & Co-teaching Activity 15% 
e-journal     15% 
Classroom Observation Paper  20% 
Lesson Plans    20% 
Unit Plan    30% 

 
This course is designed to meet: 
NJ Professional Development Standards for Teachers:  NJAC 6A:9-3.3 

 
1. Subject Matter Knowledge 
2. Human Growth and Development 
3. Diverse Learners 
4. Instructional Planning and Strategies 
5. Assessment 
6. Learning Environment 
7. Special Needs 
8. Communication 
9. Collaboration and Partnerships 
10. Professional Development 
11. Professional Responsibility 
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Week-by-Week Syllabus 
 
 Content Reading and Assignments Due 

Jan 
22 

Introduction and review of the 
syllabus and class expectations. 
 
Meeting the Social Studies 
Standards and Curriculum 
Proficiencies 

 Sample Social Studies Curricula and Social Studies 
Standards are on the Sakai Site 

 Please Get a Copy of an Elementary Social Studies 
Textbook 

 Read: NCSS: What are the Social Studies 

Jan 
29 

Developing Lesson Plans to 
Meet Social Studies 
Proficiencies and Asses 
Student Outcomes 

 

 Read:  Writing Focused Objectives 
 Review:  Bloom’s Lesson Planning Guide 
 Read:  Wiggins and McTighe, Understanding by Design, 

Chapters 1-2 
 Prepare for the next class by selecting a topic and gathering 

materials that will support the lesson plan you will write in 
class.  You will be working with a partner. 

Feb 
5 

One Hour Lesson Plan Writing 
Session 
 
Lesson Plan Sharing Session. 
We will adjust timing so that 
all student pairs can present. 
 

Working in pairs students will develop a social studies lesson plan 
including all the elements discussed in the last class. 

 Grade Level/Topic 
 Objective 
 Anticipatory Set 
 Do Now 
 Activities 
 Assessment 
 Closure 

Feb 
12 

What Does Great Teaching  
Look Like?   
Preparing for  
Classroom Observations 

 Read Danielson’s Framework for Professional Practice 
 Read Danielson Rubrics PDF.  Be sure to note the Domains and 

evaluation criteria from Unsatisfactory to Distinguished.  Get a 
sense of how the criterion defines distinguished teaching. 

 Print the Blank Evaluation Form and bring it to class. 

Feb 
19 

Independent Study:  Observing 
an Elementary Classroom  
 
No Class:  Students will 
arrange to observe and meet 
with an elementary teacher. 

For this assignment, each student will observe and take notes 
during an elementary social studies lesson.  Students should write-
up the event in a narrative format (more guidance to be provided in 
class), and then provide an analysis with reference to course 
readings and discussions. 5-6 pages  
(> 1250 words).  
Due March 5. 

 The readings for Feb. 12th will provide you with analytical 
data to assist in developing the narrative.  

 Observation Assignment Description on Sakai Site  
Feb 
26 

Sharing Session:  Students will 
share their observation 
experience with their 
colleagues. 
 

Each student will be provided approximately 10-minutes to share a 
synopsis and analysis of the observation experience. 

Mar 
5 

Teaching the Content of  
Elementary Social Studies: 

 Geography 
 American Indian 

History 
 State History 
 American History 
 Civics 

Observation Report Due 
Read:  
 General Guidelines for Teaching Geography 
 American Indian History Page 1 on the following web site: 

http://www.historyworld.net/wrldhis/plaintexthistories.asp?histo
ryid=ab05 

 Go to: http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/ and read the overview 
of the Colonial Era, American Revolution and Early National 
Period.  One page each. 
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Mar 
12 

Writing Lesson Plans: 
Grades Four and Five Co-
Teaching Activity 
 
There are two model lesson 
plan templates on the Sakai 
site.  Please adapt as needed 
and include all the elements 
studied in class. 

Students will work in pairs to develop a 20 to 30 minute social 
studies lesson that they will teach to the class.  The lesson should 
reflect the content covered during the March 5th class and be 
specifically directed to students in grades 4 or 5.   
The lesson should be engaging and interactive with all of the 
necessary support materials available for the class.  PowerPoints 
and other visuals may be also be used to support the lesson. 
 

Mar 
26 

Sharing and Evaluating Student
Lesson Plans:   
Co-Teaching Activity 
 
 

Students will complete a Peer Evaluation Form for each of the 
teaching sessions.  There will be a 10-minute feedback session 
following each of the teaching sessions.   
 
The Sakai site has a Lesson Reflection Form, which is to be 
completed by the teacher and submitted to me during the next class 
session. Each teacher will complete the reflective piece. 

Apr 
2 

Co-Teaching Activity 
Continued. 
 
 

Students will complete a Peer Evaluation Form for each of the 
teaching sessions.  There will be a 10-minute feedback session 
following the each of the teaching sessions.   
 
The Sakai site has a Lesson Reflection Form, which is to be 
completed by the teacher and submitted to me during the next class 
session. Each teacher will complete the reflective piece. 

Apr 
9 

TODAY WE WILL DISCUSS 
UNIT ASSIGNMENTS. 
COME WITH YOUR 
SPECIFIC TOPIC IN MIND 
AND PREPARE TO SHARE 
YOUR IDEAS WITH YOUR 
COLLEAGUES.  
 

Models of the unit plans are on the Sakai site.  Please use these as a
guide. 
 
 
 
Please bring a grade 4 or 5 social studies textbook to the next two 
classes. 

Apr 
16 

Teaching elementary students 
to uncover history. 
 
Uncovering History:  
Textbooks and Historiography 
 
Columbus  
 
Pocahontas 
 

Read: Loewen, Lies My Teacher Told Me, Introduction and 
Chapter One.  As you read reflect upon those stories that you were 
told that were historical myths and how they impacted you in your 
education. 
 
Read:  http://www.nps.gov/jame/historyculture/pocahontas-her- 
life-and-legend.htm  

Apr 
23 

Using Digital and Web 
Resources in the Elementary 
Social Studies Classroom 

Digital Story Telling Guide:  Go to the site listed below and 
download the Digital Story Telling Guide.  The links that connect 
to student created digital stories will then be live.  Review the 
guide and view some of the digital stories. 
http://www.microsoft.com/education/en-
us/teachers/guides/Pages/digital_storytelling.aspx 
 

Apr 
30 

 Unit Plan Due 

 
 

 
 


