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Instructor:  Maureen Hall maureenmchall@gmail.com 
GSE Phone Number 732 932 7496 10 Seminary Pl  
Office Hours: by appointment Prerequisites or other limitations: none  

 
Mode of Instruction: 
__x_ Lecture 
___ Seminar 
___ Hybrid 
___ Online 
___ Other 

Permission required: 
_x_ No 
__Yes 
Directions about where to get permission 
numbers: from the instructor 

 
Learning goals 
1. We will review research, theory, and policy about early literacy.  
2. We will discuss strategies for classroom practice in reading, writing, oral language, listening and 

viewing from the constructivist and explicit instructional perspectives.  
3. We will emphasize integrating literacy development throughout the school day and as an integral 

part of all content areas using thematic instruction. 
4. We will study how to motivate children with relevant materials. 
5. We will learn to organize and manage literacy instruction with an emphasis on shared, independent, 

and small group differentiated reading and writing instruction.  
6. Students will demonstrate effective instruction in phonics, story re-telling, vocabulary, and other 

areas of balanced literacy. 

 
Class materials:   
• Morrow, L. M.  (2012, 7th edition).  Literacy Development in the Early Years:  Helping Children Read 

and Write. (With ID for Website videos)  Boston: Allyn & Bacon 
  
• Beck, I.L., McKeown, M.G., & Kucan, L. (2002)  Bringing Words to Life: Robust Vocabulary 

Instruction. Portland, ME: Stenouse Publishers. 
 

• Common Core State Standards, Link to the CCSS for ELA, K-5: http://www.corestandards.org/the-
standards/english-language-arts-standards/ 

 
Recommended Texts:   
 
• Morrow, L.M. (2002, 2nd edition) The Literacy Center: Contexts for Reading and Writing.  York, 

Maine: Stenhouse, Publishers.  
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• Morrow, L.M. (2003) Organizing and Managing the Language Arts Block: .A Professional 
Development Guide.  New York. Guilford Publications 

 
• Bear, D., Invernizzi, M., Templeton, S., & Johnston, F. (2011) Words Their Way:  Word Study for 

Phonics, Vocabulary, and Spelling Instruction, 5th ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Prentice Hall. 

 
Course Topics: 
 
1. History and Philosophy of Early Literacy 

• Review from the 1700’s to the present 

2. Foundations of Early Literacy 
• Perspectives in early literacy (direct instruction, balanced literacy, whole language, etc.) 
• Theories of learning (constructivist, explicit, behaviorism)  
• The integrated/interdisciplinary language arts 
• Common Core State Standards  
• Organizing the language arts block and small group differentiated instruction 

3. Literacy and Diversity: Meeting the Needs of Children with Special Concerns 
• Multicultural concerns 
• The gifted, learning disabled, and children with physical disabilities 
• Early intervention programs, Response to Intervention, meeting special needs, Reading 

Recovery, etc. 

(All topics dealing with methods will include technology, differentiated instruction, diversity, 
standards, assessment, family involvement and relevant teaching.) 
 
4. Language and Literacy Development: Listening, Speaking, Vocabulary 

• Theories of language acquisition & developmental stages 
• Objectives, strategies, materials, and assessment 
• Addressing special language needs (ELL, dialects) 

5. Word Study:  Phonemic Awareness, Phonics, context clues, sight, et al 
• Objectives, strategies, materials, assessment, diversity, and special needs 

6. Developing Comprehension and Fluency 
• Objectives, strategies, materials, assessment, diversity and special needs 

7. Developing Writing and Early Literacy Development 
• Theories of writing acquisition and developmental stages 
• Objectives, strategies, materials, assessment, diversity and special needs 
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8. Assessment Issues 
• Running records, portfolio assessment, standardized/high stakes tests  
• Meeting standards and standards testing 

9. Organizing and Managing Literacy Learning 
• Preparing literacy-rich physical classroom environments 
• Integrating literacy into the curriculum with themes (art, play, music, math, etc.) 
• Small group and one-on-one differentiated instruction (guided reading)   
• Creating centers for independent and collaborative learning 

10. Motivating Literacy Development: Children’s Literature, Technology, Play 
• Strategies and materials to create motivated readers and writers 
• Using children’s literature: genres, authors, illustrators, literature about diversity 
• Use of technology and literacy 
• Literacy and play 

11. Commercial materials and the teaching of reading 
• Selection and evaluation of materials 
• Blending commercial materials, the school’s curriculum, children’s literature, and your 

philosophy of teaching and your school district’s philosophy 

12. The Family and Literacy Development 
• Family literacy: home and school, intergenerational, multicultural programs 

13. Professional Development 
• School plan: in school, at home  
• Personal plans, professional organizations 

General Class Requirements: 
• Please hand assignments in on time. Grades will be lowered when work is late. 
• Please type on only one side of the paper and hand in papers in person. 
• All papers should have a title page with your name and e-mail address. 
• Do not use term paper covers on papers; just staple papers together 
• Coming to class and being on time are considered important. More than two absences will affect 

your grade. 

 
In-Class Requirements: 

• Participate in class discussions and bring materials when requested for demonstrations and 
displays. Always bring the book, Literacy Development in the Early Years, and other books when 
requested.  Participation and attendance are a major part of the course work.  No credit can be 
given for participation if you are absent.  This course will teach about early literacy, but it also 
includes professional behavior, as you are preparing to become a professional. 
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• Students in the Early Childhood/Elementary/Special Ed. Masters Certification Programs need a 
field experience. You will be notified and have an orientation.  If you are in a degree program 
other than the ones mentioned above, you do not have a field experience. 

 
Out-of-Class Requirements: 
 

1. Readings: Students are expected to read assigned readings in order to participate in class and 
on-line discussions.  

2. Class wiki page:  Each week, two of you will be discussants.  That job entails posting a reaction 
(and possibly posing questions to the class) of at least 250 words to the week’s required reading 
on the wiki page.  All other class members, including the discussants, are required to post two 
comments (about the readings and/or student postings) during the week.  Discussants’ work 
must be posted by Saturday at noon, and all comments must be posted by Wednesday at 6:00 
p.m.) 

3. Children’s Author Presentation:  You will work with a group of classmates to prepare a 15-
minute presentation about the work of a well-known children’s author.  Collect as many of this 
author’s books as possible and bring them to class.  Select one of these books to read aloud to 
the class.  You should also use multi-media materials (websites, videos, etc.) to engage your 
classmates in learning about this author, his/her work, and the ways in which teachers and 
children engage with the books. 

4. Phonics Lesson:  You will develop a phonics lesson for a specific primary level class.  Select a 
children’s book to serve as the jumping off point for the lesson and also describe materials that 
would be placed in a “word work” center for children to practice the target phonics skill. 

5. Storytelling Assignment:  This assignment requires the selection of a piece of children’s 
literature that lends itself to storytelling.  You will prepare the materials that will be used as you 
tell the story (and that children can use to retell a story) and submit a one-page write up 
describing your storytelling session. 

6. Vocabulary Assignment:  You will use Bringing Words to Life to support the development of a 
detailed lesson for teaching vocabulary to a particular primary grade level class.  Your lesson will 
be based on a children’s book.  This assignment will be completed with a partner. 

7. Student Evaluation Case Study: It is important that you select a child to work with throughout 
the semester.  This child should be between pre-school and second grade age, and can be a 
student from your field experience.  If you work with a child from your field placement, be sure 
to discuss this with the classroom teacher and get the necessary permissions to work with the 
child.  The case study will involve assessing a child on many measures and suggesting instruction 
based on the outcome.  The Case Study format is described on a separate sheet. 

 
Strong Recommendations: 

• Get a library card so that you will have access to children’s books. 
• Join a professional organization (NAEYC, IRA, NJEA, etc.). 
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• Subscribe to a professional journal or teacher magazine. 
• Read novels, newspapers and journal articles regularly, and attend cultural events as well. 
• Attend a professional conference or workshop about literacy.   
• Ask questions at any time. During the semester talk with me any day before or after class in our 

classroom.  Contact me via e-mail at any time. 

 
Assignment Values:      

• Class Participation - includes the following:    20%                                       
o discussion in class (in whole-class and small groups) 
o attendance  
o being on time for class 
o having the requested materials in class   
o participation in online discussions 

• Center Material with Skill Development and Storytelling:   15% 
• Case Study         20% 
• Vocabulary Lesson       15% 
• Children’s Author Presentation      15% 
• Phonics Lesson        15% 

 

grading scale     
A = 90-100     
B+ = 87 – 89     
B = 80 – 86     
C+ = 77 – 79     
C = 70 – 76 
D = 60 – 69      
F = 59 and below    
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