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Instructor Christelle Palpacuer Lee 
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Phone 732-932-7496 
Meeting time Mondays 4.50 – 7.30pm 
Location Scott Hall 204 
Office Hours & Location By appointment (usually on M. 1-4pm). Please 
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GSE, 10 Seminary Place, 2nd floor, Rm 221 

Mode of instruction Seminar. 6 to 10 weeks of placement in NJ 
schools required. 

Prerequisite Admission to teacher ed program; field 
placement. First part of Methods (Fall & Spring 
series) in the Language Ed. Program. 

 
Learning goals 
 

The main goal of this course is to prepare students to understand their role as world language 
teachers at the elementary level, including but not limited to: their professional responsibilities, the 
national and state standards as tool-kits for teaching children, research-based best practices for 
teaching, and current assessment practices and proficiency requirements for K-8 world language 
students.  
 
This course meets the following New Jersey Professional Teaching Standards: 

1) Standard One: Subject Matter Knowledge; 
2) Standard Two: Human Growth and Development 
3) Standard Three: Diverse Learners 
4) Standard Four: Instructional Planning and Strategies 
5) Standard Six: Learning Environment 
6) Standard Seven: Special Needs 
7) Standard Eight: Communication 
8) Standard Nine: Collaboration and Partnerships 

(http://www.state.nj.us/education/profdev/profstand/standards.pdf) 
 
Course catalogue description 
 
 The course provides methodological foundations for teaching World Languages (WL) in the 
elementary grades, from Kindergarten to Grade 8. It will be followed by a Spring class on Teaching 
World Languages in the Secondary Grades (8-12). 
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 The main focus of the course is methodological. We will learn how to teach world languages to 
young learners. Overall, we will spend time discussing the following points: Profession, Programs, Pupils, 
Pedagogies and Practices. Course topics include the design and impact of lesson and unit plans using 
the CCC Standards, NJ and national standards and frameworks, planning and delivery of instruction, 
integrating culture into the curriculum, assessment, technology in the classroom, literacy, and teaching 
WL to students with special needs. 
 The course is designed to promote knowledge co-construction gained through exposure to 
scholarship, while making connections to the learning experiences of students in our local school 
communities. This course will include a field placement in an Elementary/Middle School in the New 
Brunswick area, in which you will observe WL (And/or ESL) classes with the goal of connecting theory 
and action, and to gain insights into the teaching world. We will discuss your observations, lesson 
planning strategies, how the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards reflect language 
acquisition theory, as well as teaching and learning methods. You will also be asked to bring materials 
from your field placement. 
 The course also focuses on developing graduate-level academic writing and presentational skills. 
Throughout the course, participants will be given many opportunities to reflect upon and develop their 
personal theory and methods of teaching World Languages, which they will use as a foundation for their 
practice as they encounter or will teach WL to foster success for all students. 
 In this course, you will start building your ePortfolio. You will submit an Early Teaching 
Philosophy, an Early Lesson Plan, and an Early Unit Plan. 
 
Field Placement Description 
 
The Office of Academic Services coordinates the field placement, which mandates twenty hours of 
observation in World Languages classrooms. This experience provides an important first-hand 
perspective on teaching and learning in local public schools. The insights gained from the field 
placement will inform students’ understandings of the course content and is integral to their completion 
of the course assignments. 
 
Class Materials and Requirements 
 
(1) Textbooks 
Curtain, Helena & Dahlberg, Carol Ann (2013). Languages and Children – Making the Match: New 
Languages for Young Learners, Grades K-‐8, Fifth Edition. Boston, Massachusetts, Pearson. 
 
(2) Journal articles and book chapters: Available on Sakai 
 
(3) Standards documents 
NJCCS (New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards) http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/ 
NJWorld Languages Core Curriculum Content Standards 
http://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/standards/7/ ACTFL National Standards for FLEducation 
http://www.actfl.org/publications/all/national-standards- foreign-language-education  
 
(4) Access to Sakai 
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In this course, we will be using Sakai as a learning tool for storing and accessing additional materials as 
well as for assignment submissions and grading. In addition, some classes may take place online, using 
Sakai (datesTBD). Students will therefore need to have access to the Sakai course management system 
and to the page associated with this course. Please make sure you are familiar with Sakai and operational 
on the first day of class. There will be no training on how to use Sakai in this course. It is your 
responsibility to check the assignment deadliens and to submit your work in a timely manner. Your 
instructor is not responsible for technical issues related to Sakai. Please contact the Sakai helpdesk if you 
have troubleshooting issues. http://sakai.rutgers.edu  
 
(5) Participation 
You are expected to read all assignments and to engage in class discussions – these are ongoing 
components of the course. This class will be run in a seminar format. As such, participation is vital to the 
success of this course and our learning.  Because of this, coming prepared and regular attendance is a 
priority.  Absences, if the instructor is not notified in advance and arrangements for making up the work 
for the missed class are not made ahead of time, will result in a lowered grade.  Please speak to the 
instructor in advance, if you know that you must miss a class. In addition, you must use the University 
absence reporting system to indicate the date and reason for your absence: 
https://sims.rutgers.edu/ssra/ 
Students needing special accommodations should speak to me or contact the Office of Disability 
Services at 732-932-2847.  
 
 
Grading and Activities  

 
Course assignments include: (1) Weekly assignments, (2) Observation notes, (3) lesson plan, (4) unit plan, 
and (5) statement of teaching philosophy. Assignments 3-5 are requirements for both this course and for 
the GSE Teaching Portfolio. 
 
(1) 10 Weekly Assignments (50 % of final grade): You will submit weekly assignments and you will 
also prepare activities available on the Sakai website. These assignments may take the form of reflective 
notes on the reading, research activities, or the design of mini-lessons. You will post these assignments 
on the Fridays PRIOR to coming to class as they will serve as a basis for our class discussions and 
activities. These assignments may include additional reading. Your participation includes TIMELY 
posting of responses, and answering the question thoroughly. Each week, a participant will be 
designated to lead our class discussion. NO resubmission options or extensions will be granted for this 
weekly work. Directions for each kind of assignment available on Sakai. Due dates: Weekly, Fridays. 
 
(2) Field Placement Reflection Essay (10% of final grade). You will have the opportunity to observe 
World Languages classrooms and to communicate with teachers and students in the area. You will meet 
with your teacher at your school for 20 hours this semester, on Wednesdays. The Office of Academic 
Services will provide you with details about your field placement at the beginning of the semester. 
These experiences will help you gain first-hand knowledge about teaching WL at the secondary level. 
Key to this experience is learning about the methods and techniques used in the WL classrooms. 
The reflection essay will be a 5-page document about on your field experience, and how it relates to 
your personal theory and methods for WL teaching. Due date: Dec. 6 at 23:59pm 
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(4) Teaching Philosophy Statement (10% of final grade): Students will submit a statement of teaching 
philosophy that addresses key responsibilities and concerns of the World Language teacher. You will be 
able to use your field experience and the class readings to complete this assignment. Due date: 
October, 21.  
 
(5) Lesson Plan (15% of final grade): Students will draft and submit a lesson plan for an elementary 
World Language classroom. We will discuss your drafts in class and you will get feedback from your 
peers and myself. Please follow the instructions for uploading this to the Sakai Teaching Portfolio site. 
Due date: November 11 at 11:59pm. 
 
(6) Unit Plan (15% of final grade): Students will submit a unit plan for an elementary World Language 
classroom. Due date: December, 13 at 11:59pm. Please follow the instructions for uploading this to the 
Sakai Teaching Portfolio site.  
 
Summary of assignments and grades 
 

 
Assignment  
 

Due date  Weight  Ongoing 
Coursework  

Weekly assignments, readings, 
preparations, and participation  Fridays 23:59pm (before class)  50%  

Field Experience  Field Placement Reflection essay (5-
pages)  

Friday, December 6 23:59pm on 
Sakai  10%  

Teaching philosophy statement 
Monday, October 21 23:59pm on 
Sakai (both class and ePortfolio 
uploads) 

10%  

Lesson Plan  
Monday, November 11 11:59 pm on 
Sakai (both class and ePortfolio 
uploads) 

15% 
Personal work  

Unit Plan  Friday, December 13 11:59 pm on 
Sakai (class + ePortfolio)  15% 

 
Note on Teaching Portfolio submissions  
 
All students enrolled in this class will submit a lesson plan and a unit plan as part of their coursework. An 
additional submission of the same documents is required on the Sakai Teaching Portfolio (TP) page. 
Students will be submitting their Middle Phase Lesson and Unit Plans to the Sakai TP. You may not all, 
however, submit for World Languages. Here is the breakdown:  
 
There are three different types of language education programs a student can be part of: 1. World 
Language/Foreign Language (WL/FL), without ESL 
2. ESL, without WL/FL 
3. ESL+WL/FL together  
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Students in #1 submit their WL Middle Phase Lesson and Unit Plans in Sakai TP from this course. 
Students in #2 submit them from 15:253:511 (ESL course). 
Students in #3 submit them from 15:253:511 (ESL course).  
 
Course Grades 
 

Grade  Percent  
A 95.00-100.0% 

B+ 90.00-94.99% 
B 85.00-89.99% 

C+ 80.00-84.99% 
C 75.00-79.99% 
F Under 75% 

 
 
Class Policies 
 
Attendance Policy: Students are required to attend every class.  
One excused/documented absence will be accepted. Excused absences are always documented and 
include emergencies, illness, religious observance, or other serious needs. Bona fide emergencies and 
highly unusual situations should be discussed with the instructor.  
More than one absence will result in lowering the student’s final grade by the equivalent of one-half 
letter grade (e.g., from B+ B). More than three absences total (regardless of absences being excused) 
will likely necessitate repeating the course to earn credit. 
Class starts at 4:50 pm. Students are expected to arrive at class a few minutes before class begins. 
Lateness will affect your grade as follows: 3 tardies equals 1 absence.  
  
Academic Integrity Policy: 
All work submitted in class should be original, academic-quality work written specifically to satisfy this 
course’s requirements.  When referring to the work of others, use American Psychological Association 
(APA) style.  Please consult the GSE catalog for information regarding academic policy and procedure, 
especially issues related to academic integrity.  The University Code of Student Conduct can be 
accessed at:  http://rci.rutgers.edu/%7Epolcomp/judaff/ucsc.shtml.  For information on the academic 
integrity policy, please go to: http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/integrity.shtml#I.   
A multimedia presentation on plagiarism can be found at: 
http://www.rci.rutgers.edu/~polcomp/integrity/realifeexamples.html 
 
Care, Respect and Integrity. These three words apply to the written and verbal exchanges of this 
class. A respectful attitude is expected for class discussions, on-line postings on Sakai, and interpersonal 
communication with instructor and colleagues. Our classroom and learning environments are safe and 
open spaces. Please be respectful of each other and of your instructor.  
Electronic devices such as cell phones must be off during class. Laptops permitted during lectures. 
Emails to instructor and peers should always begin by a greeting, include clear and reasonable 
questions and/or request, and end with salutations. I make sure to respond to emails within a couple of 
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days (i.e. I do not always respond within the next 10 mn, nor do I check my messages at 3am). In the 
event I do not respond after that time, a kind email reminder is welcome.  

 
Accommodations for Disabil it ies: Students requiring accommodations related to disabilities 
should make sure that they communicate their needs in advance to the instructor in coordination with 
the Rutgers Office of Disability Services to ensure that they receive appropriate supports.  
 
 

Course schedule (tentative) 
 

Week Date Discussion Topic Required Readings 
PROFESSION 

1 Sept 9 Becoming a WL teacher. 
What is the architecture of the 
teaching profession? What are our 
professional expectations? What 
resources do teachers have access 
to?  
Getting to know each other. 

Print syllabus and bring to class. 
Text: Ch. 16 & 19 
Raymond (2012)  
 
 
 
7pm: Orientation for Language Education Program. 

Assignment 1 due Sept 13 at 23:59pm 
2 
 

Sept 16 WL elementary programs. 
What are the program models 
available for teaching WLs in 
elementary schools? 
 

Text: Ch. 17 & 18 &11 
Thomas & Collier (2003) 
 
OAS visit: Field Placements will be assigned 
Sept 18th: First field observation begins 

Assignment 2 due Sept 20 at 23:59pm 
PRINCIPLES 

3 Sept 23 Child development theories. 
Who are our young learners and 
how do they learn? 

Text: Ch.1 & 15 

Assignment 3 due Sept 27 at 23:59pm 
4 
 

Sept 30 Standards. 
What is standard-based WL 
education? How can WL teachers 
use the Standards in the 
elementary classroom? 
 
How can teachers facilitate 
authentic communication in the 
classroom? 

Print and bring to class the standards for WL K-8 
 
 
 
 
 
Text: Ch. 2  
Larsen-Freeman, Ch.9 
 

Assignment 4 due Oct 4 at 23:59pm 
5  Oct 7 Communication: The 3 modes. 

How can teachers scaffold learning 
to guide students to interact 
spontaneously in the target 
language? 
 
Teaching Philosophy workshop 

Text: Ch. 3, 4 
 
 
 
 
 
Bring a draft of your teaching philosophy 

Assignment 5 due Oct. 11 at 23:59pm 
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PLANNING 
6 Oct 14 Course design: Unit and Lesson 

Plan. 
How can world languages teachers 
design effective lessons, units and 
curricula? 

Text: ch.6 
Cameron: Ch.8 
 

Statement of Teaching Philosophy due Oct. 21 
Bring assessment samples from your field experience to class on Oct. 21 
7 Oct 21 Assessment. 

How does assessment affect 
teaching and learning? 
What are the different types of 
assessment and how do we use 
them? 

Text: Ch.7 
 
 
 

Assignment 6 due Oct. 25 at 23:59pm 
8 Oct 28 Classroom management. 

How can a teacher effectively 
manage their elementary 
classrooms? 

Text: Ch. 8 
 
Guest presentation (Vicky Chang) 

PEDAGOGIES AND PRACTICES 
9 
ALEX 
LIBRARY 

Nov 4 Literacy. 
How can teachers build literacy 
skills in a L2? 

Text: Ch. 5 
Cameron, Ch. 7 
CLASS WILL TAKE PLACE AT THE ALEXANDER 
LIBRARY, PANE ROOM, 1ST FLOOR. 

Assignment 7 due Nov. 8 at 23:59pm 
10 
 

Nov 11 Family literacy and family 
involvement in early childhood 
education programs. 

Guest presentation (Gabriela Colon) 
 
 

Lesson Plan due Nov 11 23:59pm 
11 
 

Nov 18 Connections. 
How can elementary WL teachers 
connect language with contents 
from the general curriculum? 

Text: Ch. 10 
 

Assignment 8 due Nov. 22 at 23:59pm 
12 
 

Nov 25 Imagination and Play. 
How can we make language 
learning fun? What materials can 
we use to bring language to life? 

Text: Ch. 12, 13 & 14 
Larsen-Freeman, Ch. 8 
 

Assignment 9 due Nov. 29 at 23:59pm 
13 Dec 2 Culture  

How can teachers transmit cultural 
understanding? 

Text: ch.9 
Nieto (2002) 
 

Assignment 10 due Dec. 6 at 23:59pm 
14 Dec 9 Unit plan workshop Presentation of your unit plans + feedback 
15 Dec 13 ONLINE Unit plans  
Unit Plan due Dec 13 23:59pm 

 
*Please note that this schedule is tentative. If changes are necessary, they will be announced. 
 


