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Learning Goals 
The course strives to help students conceptualize their professional practice by effectively connecting 
theory and classroom practice so as to make learning meaningful for diverse learners. Through course 
readings, tasks, and activities, students will inquire into, critique and reflect on personal assumptions 
about and experiences with language. Another goal is to develop a repertoire of instructional skills and 
strategies in the teaching of grammar and writing. In addition, students will learn how to work 
collaboratively to build their knowledge base in English Language Arts/Literacy, and develop and 
integrate a plan for curriculum, instruction and assessment. 
 
Course catalogue description 
 
This course is designed to offer teacher candidates the opportunity to inquire into the concept of language 
and literacy from a sociocultural perspective. A central component is the awareness of discussions on 
language will focus around the issues of culture and power, linguistic diversity and the politics of 
language use within and without the classroom. Throughout the course, students will be expected to 
inquire into how social norms and education and schooling (curriculum content, performance standards, 
pedagogical practices etc.) directly impact how and what students learn. Students are invited to explore 
the concept of language, culture and power through their personal experiences, assigned readings, class 
discussions and activities, and field placement teaching experiences. Through this process, students will 
move toward a deeper understanding of themselves as learners, language users and writers, and future 
teachers.  
 
Class materials:   

Delpit, L., & Kilgour Dowdy, J. (2008). The skin that we speak: Thoughts on language and culture in the 
classroom. New York: The New Press. 
 

Please Note: All other course readings/articles are posted on Sakai. 
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Grading and Activities  
Grades will be based on the following activities and criteria: 

 
Intervention Lesson    30 points 
Language Study    30 points 
Reaction Papers    20 points 
Attendance/Participation        20 points 

 
Total           100 points 

 
 
Description of activities 
 
Class participation/Attendance 
In order to successfully build a vibrant learning and teaching community, all voices and contributions are 
expected in class discussions and activities. Each student is expected to be fully prepared to engage in 
meaningful sharing and co-construction of knowledge. Each week you will meet and discuss readings, 
your experiences during student teaching, design lesson plans, assessment activities, and apply theories. 
Attendance and participation is these meetings will be a basis for your course grade.  
 

Blog Entries (5 points each for a total of 20 points) 
 
Blog Entries and Comments– Each student is expected to write 4 Entries (1 per assigned session) AND 
20 Comments on class members’ entries (5 per assigned session). 
  
Blog Entries:  

• These entries will be posted on Sakai Blog for class members. Each Entry will focus on the 
readings(s) for the upcoming week(s): *it must address at least two of the required readings for 
the respective week(s), *you may include one self-selected article of choice (please cite 
appropriately), and *may make connections with related classroom field placement experiences. 

 
• Each Entry must be approximately 200 words. This Blog is not a summary of the readings. The 

Blog entries must engage in substantive, thought-provoking discussion and critical analysis of 
key issues raised in the articles/readings. You may include pertinent url links, multimodal 
references/sources etc. 

Blog Comments:  
• You are expected to see the Blog Comments as a dialogue. Therefore, in your response, you 

should make every effort to engage with the Entries of your group members both on Sakai and in 
class discussions.  

 
All Blog Entries and Comments must be posted on Sakai by 9 a.m. on the due date. 

 
Blog Entry 1: Based on assigned readings from Weeks 2 & 3. 
Due date: Tuesday 17th September @ 9 a.m. 

 
Blog Entry 2: Based on assigned readings from Weeks 4-6. 
Due date: Tuesday 8th October @ 9 a.m. 
 
Blog Entry 3: Based on assigned readings from Weeks 7-10. 
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Due date: Tuesday 5th November @ 9 a.m. 
 
Blog Entry 4: Based on assigned readings from Weeks 11-13. 
Due date: Tuesday 26th November @ 9 a.m. 
 
   Intervention Mini-Lesson (30 points) 
 
Each student is required to team-teach one intervention mini-lesson. This 15-minute lesson must be 
designed to address a specific writing/grammatical difficulty at the middle/high school level. The 
lesson is to be delivered in class (one pair per assigned date). Class members are expected to provide 
general feedback to each of the respective groups following each lesson. The feedback will take two 
forms: open-ended/free response and GSE Expectations (see: Teaching Internship Evaluation Form).  
 
Mini-Lesson General Guidelines: 

• Each group should consist of approximately 2 students.  
• The group is responsible for preparing and teaching one 15-minute lesson on a related 

grammatical or writing convention topic of choice.   
• The group is responsible for providing all the necessary instructional materials needed for the 

lesson. 
• The format of the lesson plan is open to group preference. However, the lesson plan must state 

the specific content area (grammar/writing), topic, grade level, ability groups, NJ professional 
teaching standards, rationale, goals/objectives, assessments etc. 

• A copy of the lesson plan must be submitted to the instructor prior to the presentation date. 
• Each student must submit a 1 page Reflection/Critique of his/her Intervention Mini-Lesson.  

(a) The Reflection/Critique should address the following: What were the strengths and/or 
limitations of the lesson? What worked/didn’t work? Why? What are some specific ways in 
which you might adapt/modify this lesson for individual teaching task and/or unit? 
(b) Reflection/Critique must be submitted on Sakai by the Wednesday immediately 
following the intervention lesson. 
 
Presentation Dates: October 15, 22, 29; November 5. 
Reflection/Critique Submission Dates: October 16, 23, 30; November 6. 

 
Language Study Project (30 points) 

 
Please note:  Paper and electronic copies of all projects are required. (Hard copies to be submitted in 
class, and e-copies to be posted in Drop Box on Sakai.) 
 

Ø Project Due Date: 6th December   
 
Project Description:  
 
Classroom Language Study 
 
In this project, you are required to draw directly on your field placement experiences. This project 
requires you to do the following: 
1. Conduct Classroom Observations: 

• Observe the language practices in your middle/high school placement classroom: 
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(a) specific language practices of the teacher and students  
(b) teacher-student interactions/exchanges  
(c) shared and divergent language practices (d) dominant language structures within the classroom 
 

2. Create a class language profile that illustrates the various ways in which language is used in the 
classroom.  

• Identify and discuss at least two key literacy events that illustrate that classroom context. 
• Identify the students’ various language uses and strengths and weaknesses as speakers and 

writers.  
 

3. Design one intervention lesson (based on student writing sample) intended to address a specific area 
of weakness.   

• Draw on the relevant research to discuss how related sociocultural issues of culture, power, 
linguistic diversity inform teaching of language and writing. Make an argument for how the 
language structures in the classroom might support and/or hinder learning. 

 
The Classroom Language Study project must integrate the following: (a) Readings (b) Appendices (field 
notes of observations, student sample writing etc.) (c) Course discussions (in-class and online) (d) 
Citations and References 
 
NB. All traceable identifiers must be removed. Use pseudonyms for all identifiable information. 
Format: Follow APA/MLA guidelines; 8-10 pages (excluding title page, references and appendices); 
double-spaced, 12 point font. 
 
Due Date: 3rd December @ 1:10 p.m.  

 
 

Rubrics 
Reaction Papers 

9-10 points = Superior Evidence Shown 
The work shows clear evidence that the writer went beyond the expectations of competent effort 
by taking the care and effort to distinguish the work as an original, complex, and vigorous 
example of that criterion. It fulfills its potential given the limits of production and has impact.  

7-8 points = Useful Evidence Shown 
The work is useful and clearly reflects care and concern in terms of fulfilling the needs of the 
criterion, but doesn’t necessarily distinguish itself beyond the expectations of a competently 
crafted piece. 

5-6 points =Adequate Evidence Shown 
The work fulfills minimum quality standards for the criterion, but shows little enthusiasm or 
intention to do more. It promises more than it delivers. 

1-4 points = Little Evidence Shown  
 The work does little to fulfill the minimum quality standards for the criterion. 
0 points = No Evidence Shown / No submission 
 The work shows no evidence of any effort to fulfill the criterion. 

 
Intervention Lesson 
The feedback for the mini lesson will take two forms: open-ended/free response and GSE 
Teacher Education Expectations (see: Teaching Internship Evaluation Form). 
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General Session Outline 
 

Session Date Focus Question  Readings Assignments 
1. Sept 

3 
Who am I as a language user, writer and learner? 
What are my assumptions about literacy?  

  

2. Sept 
10 

What is our understanding of literacy as social 
practice?  

*NCTE: 
Adolescents 
* Skin: 5 
*L&L: 24  

 

3 Sept 
17 

Connections and Conflicts: What is our 
understanding of language, culture and power?  

*Skin: 8, 12 
*L&L: 11 

 
Blog 1 

4 Sept 
24 

Connections and Conflicts: What do issues of 
culture and identity have to do with language and 
literacy? 

*Skin: 1, 3, 4 
*L&L: 9 
 

 

5 Oct 
1 

Connections and Conflicts: What do issues of 
culture and identity have to do with language and 
literacy? 

Nieto: Culture 
Moll: Funds  
*L&L: 8, 28 

 
 

6 Oct 
8 

Classroom Pedagogy: What does it mean to be a 
teacher of English? 

   
 

 
Blog 2 

7 Oct  
15 

Classroom Pedagogy: What is it we can do within 
and without classrooms to understand how our 
students use language and to facilitate learning? 

* Skin: 9, 10 
* L&L 27  

 
Mini Lesson 
 

8 Oct  
22 

Classroom Pedagogy: How do we approach the 
teaching of grammar in context? 
 

** Anderson 
1&2: Grammar 
Nogochi: 
Grammar 
Truss 1&2: Eat 

Mini Lesson 
 
 

9 Oct 
29  

Classroom Pedagogy: What do state standardized 
ELA language expectations & requirements look 
like in the classroom?   

* Skin: 6,7 Mini Lesson 

10 Nov 
5 

Classroom Pedagogy: How can we approach issues 
of evaluation and assessment of language and 
writing? 

 Mini Lesson  
Blog 3 

11 Nov 
12 

Classroom Pedagogy: How do we go about 
designing writing instruction?  

*Noden: 7 & 8 
 

 
 

12 Nov 
19 

What counts as useful and substantive feedback to 
student writing? 

** Blasingame: 
Traits 

 
13 Nov 

26 
How might we take a critical stance around 
language and linguistics in the classroom? 

 Blog 4 

14 Dec 
3 

Reflections: What is my evolving approach to 
language instruction? 

 Project 
15 Dec 

11 
Consultations   

 


