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GRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

Department of Educational Psychology

INTRODUCTION TO CHILD PSYCHOLOGY

(15:295:512)

INSTRUCTOR CONTACT INFORMATION:

Instructor: Dessi Kirova, Lecturer 

Department of Educational Psychology 

Office Hours: Thursdays 1:00- 2:00pm (Online: email me and then meet me at the Office 

Hours chatroom)

Email: deska@gse.rutgers.edu (and eCollege email platform)

COURSE INFORMATION:

Class Meetings: Online

Course Webpage: Login with your Net ID to: https://ecollege.rutgers.edu/students.jsp 

Textbook: 

Lightfoot, C., Coles, M., & Cole, S.R. (2009). The development of children, 6th ed. NY: Worth 

Publishers. 

The required  textbook is available at the Rutgers University Bookstore: 

http://rutgers.bncollege.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/BNCBHomePage?

storeId=58552&catalogId=10001

Additional Readings for the course consist of articles, chapters and other media representing 

original sources in child development research and its application to learning and teaching. 

These materials will be available online through the course webpage and you can find them 

on the Document Sharing Tab in our class webpage. 

ABOUT THIS COURSE:

This is an introductory course in child development. We will explore the development of the 

child from birth through adolescence through an examination of topics in children’s physical, 

social, emotional and cognitive functioning.  This is a survey course but special 

consideration will be given to issues relevant to education and counseling within school 

settings. These include the distinction between learning and development, the long term 

1

http://rutgers.bncollege.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/BNCBHomePage?storeId=58552&catalogId=10001
http://rutgers.bncollege.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/BNCBHomePage?storeId=58552&catalogId=10001


15:295:512:B1 Summer 2012
effects of early experience, and the role of context and culture in development. The 

approach taken here will be interdisciplinary, drawing upon psychology, education and the 

biological sciences. Readings will include secondary source materials (e.g., the textbook), 

primary source materials (some research articles from refereed journals) and occasionally 

some popular press items.  

ONLINE SUPPORT

Information about support with the Rutgers E-college System should be available on the 

website where you log in.  If you have problems with any aspect of your online learning 

experience, please let me know and will attempt to facilitate the resolution of these 

problems.

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE CLASS

This course is being taught online.  Instead of meeting face to face on campus once weekly, 

we will communicate online. All the instruction and class discussions will occur via the e-

college platform. Students who have never participated in online instruction assume that 

virtual coursework is lighter in volume and easier to complete. This assumption is only partly 

true. While it is easier for you to schedule your learning time and experience the flexibility of 

virtual participation, the time you will need to commit to this course will be considerable, 

especially given the fact that this is an intensive summer class. In the course of about 6 

weeks we will cover the material from a regular four month long semester. Regular 

classroom summer classes require students an average of 8 hours per week in the 

classroom in addition to time spent on reading and working on assignments. While we will 

not be meeting in an actual classroom, the course content and workload is comparable to 

the on-campus sections of the class. In any given week we will cover a number of readings, 

which will set the weekly topics for discussions. You will also be given several opportunities 

to write about your ideas and express you personal understanding of the topics covered. 

Compliance with the readings schedule, as well as with assignments schedule will be 

extremely important, since dead lines for all instructional components are final and 

contingent upon the format of this course. 

Office Hours: For office hours, I will be available online, and I will be able to chat with you 

about any questions you have regarding this class. You need to schedule online chatroom 

meetings with me via email at least 24 hours ahead. I would also encourage you to contact 

me via email with any questions and concerns.

ASSESSMENT

The evaluation in this class is mainly dependent on your learning, assessed through the 

quality of your written work. Assignments are designed to allow you to demonstrate your 
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understanding of the material and your ability to apply it to hypothesized scenarios. 

Compliance with due dates and dead lines within the timeframe of the course is key.

Grades will be awarded as follows:

90 - 100 points = A

86 - 89 points = B+

80 - 85 points = B

76 - 79 points = C+

70 - 75 points = C

< 70 = D

FORMS OF EVALUATION

There will be several forms of evaluation offering you opportunities to earn up to 1000 

points: 

Introduction 20 points

One Journal Entry per week               400 points (80 pts each, 5 weeks)

Online Participation 200 points (40 pts per week, 5 

weeks)

Final Project Presentation (Analysis of Environment) 100 points   

Two Collaborative Problem Solving Tasks 160 points (80 pts each)

Final Exam 120 points 

*Refer to the Class Grid for deadlines and The Course Topic Schedule and Reading List for topics covered each 

week.

Introduction, 20 points 

Successful learning environments consist of people who work collaboratively and who are 

able to establish positive, constructive and personal relationships. In a virtual environment 

where students do not get to experience face-to-face contact with other members of the 

learning environment, such relationships are seldom established. Although this may not 

seem as an important assignment, it is critical for your learning in this course that you get to 

know the people in the course. I would like you to share a few things about yourself that you 

would like people to associate with your name, and although it is often assumed that this 

should be your program specifics etc., I think that it would be best to share with the class a 

story about yourself or a personal philosophy statement about learning, development, 

education, counseling or other area from your experience and background. You are also 

welcome to share favorite photos, although this is not a requirement.
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Five Journal Entries/Reaction papers, 400 points

This weekly writing assignment is intended to help you reflect upon the assigned readings. It 

should also support your integration of the new material with previous work. This is a unique 

opportunity to demonstrate that you have thoughtfully read the assigned readings, but also 

to let me know how the material in this course relates to your prior knowledge and 

experience. By submitting your journal entry before we discuss the same topics online 

(journal entries are due by Sunday midnight), I will know that you have completed the 

readings for next week and you will have the benefit of my feedback. Students should 

upload journal entries every week using the Journal tab on the e-college website. Please 

note that I’m not assuming you will work on the weekend but this is the latest you will be 

able to post an entry. Journal should be between 3 and 5 pages (12 point-letter, double 

spaced).

Online Participation (Questions and Comments), 200 points 

Our class will utilize Threaded Discussions within each unit to facilitate class discussion. 

Every week I will post several threaded discussion topics, based on the assigned readings. 

These discussions will include both topics from the textbook and from the additionally 

assigned sources. Your ease with the textbook and articles will probably depend upon your 

background and experience. Please do not be shy about asking questions.  

Participation includes posting under all discussion threads for the week. Students are 

expected to both post questions and answer peers' questions. Your overall active 

participation in class discussions is worth 40 points each week. Since online discussions will 

run for the whole 6 week period, only the 5 best weeks will make up your grade for this 

assignment. Please be aware that participation and earning points will depend on the quality 

of your questions/comments. Very short comments that do not address or elaborate on the 

issue being discussed will not earn participation points. You need to contribute actively and 

thoughtfully to the class discussion. 

A good advice would be to start participation early in the week, so that you have time to 

both ask questions, which people would then have enough time to respond to, but also to 

think about insightful comments which you will be contributing to the online discussion 

threads. Having the opportunity to spend a whole week thinking on the issues raised in the 

class will give you the benefit of a deep, interesting class conversation. The students in this 

class come from many different majors, so this constitutes a great opportunity for everyone 

(including me!) to learn new things.

The discussion questions and comments should be directly based on/inspired by the course 
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materials, and should attempt to integrate material from both the textbook and the 

additional sources. Students often share personal experiences in class discussions of 

learning and development. Although these experiences are a great way to illustrate 

theoretical concepts and ground them in daily life, it is imperative that they are explicitly 

and directly related to content from the course. Also, please be aware that information 

shared in the course is confidential and make sure that you are the only person who has 

access to online threaded content. 

Lastly, posting several quick comments/questions on Friday afternoon will not give the class 

the needed time/opportunity to think deeply about your point and respond appropriately. 

Last-minute postings (especially if they turn into a pattern of participation) may not earn 

participation points. 

Final Project Presentation: Empirical Observation and Analysis of a Physical Environment, 

100 points

Our class final project will give you an opportunity to apply what you have learned to a real 

world environment.  This is an observation-only project and you are not required to collect 

data from subjects. As part of the project you should identify a physical environment, 

describe it, and analyze the developmental potential it offers to children. Using this 

information you are being asked to create a Power Point Presentation (or present your work 

with any other media you are comfortable with – website, google doc page, etc.) to share 

the results and analysis of your observations. The place you identify should be geared 

towards children in certain developmental stage. Your goal is to evaluate to what extent you 

consider the space to be developmentally appropriate based on what you have learned in 

class. Examples of an appropriate environment are daycare centers, playrooms, 

playgrounds, a classroom in a school setting, a park or another recreational facility. I would 

recommend that you choose an environment “clearly” designed for a single developmental 

stage, because you may encounter a challenge trying to analyze environments that try to 

satisfy different age groups simultaneously. 

Because you are conducting an empirical observation, you are not required to conduct an 

additional literature review. However, you are required to apply what you have learned in 

the literature and use at least 3 of the additional readings discussed in class and the 

textbook in your analysis/presentation. I would encourage you to read and use the Evans 

(2006) paper on development and the physical environment, and the Turner & Meyer (2000) 

article that will be posted as part of our additional readings in the class webpage. This article 

will provide you with plenty of ideas of what to look for in the environment and how to 

evaluate these features.  The format of the Observation Project that you should follow in 

your presentation is as follows: 
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a. Introduction: What environment have you selected and why? What age group is this 

environment geared to? Why is important to analyze these type of environment for its 

developmental potential and appropriateness? 

b. Description of the physical environment: What are the characteristics of the 

environment? 

Some things to consider are: spatial layout, size, room arrangement, attractiveness, 

differences between areas, safety (emergency information posted), materials available 

(type, variety, amount), accessibility of materials, personalization (artwork or pictures 

displayed), sounds, etc.  

c. Theoretical application: Choose the most important features of the environment and 

discuss what is known about those features in the literature and what is their potential 

impact on development. Use scientific evidence to determine the developmental potential or 

appropriateness of the environment. 

d. Evaluation of the environment: What are the benefits or risks of this environment for 

the physical, cognitive, or socio-emotional development of children who use it?  

e. Contribution: How would you improve the environment? Please make sure that you 

ground your suggestions for improvement on the theories we studied, and be explicit in your 

referencing. How would children benefit developmentally from these improvements? 

f. References. Use APA format from the 6th edition publication manual. You can also visit

http://www.apastyle.org/

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/

g. Appendix. Provide copies of observation notes or diagrams with the layout of the 

environment, other materials.

Project outlines (consisting of: type of environment, how many observations, possible 

literature sources for your analysis) are due by 6/22. The project outline is worth 30 points, 

or about 1/3 of the whole grade for this assignment. 

Project Presentations are due by 7/4 and will be uploaded for the whole class to see and 

discuss. 
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Collaborative Problem Solving Tasks, 160 points

There will be two collaborative projects that you will work on in small groups. Someone will 

be designated as the group leader for these. You will be assigned to a group based on your 

background/interests by the end of the first week of class. Most likely you will work with the 

same group on both collaborative problem solving tasks. I will assign the group projects one 

week ahead and projects will be due for all groups by 6/8 and 6/15. There will be more 

instructions on this to come.

Final Examination, 120 points 

Our class includes a comprehensive exam that will consist of several short-answer essay 

questions asking you to integrate, synthesize, and apply the information presented in class 

and in the readings. I would like students to prepare for this assignment by creating a cheat 

sheet, which will essentially be a log of readings notes, about 2 single-spaced pages long. 

The cheat sheet will be submitted by 7/1 and will be worth 40 points, or about 1/3 of the 

whole grade for this assignment.

The exam questions will be distributed on 7/4 and are due by 7/6 (the last day of class). 

You’ll have 2 days to work on the exam.  

CLASS POLICIES

• Academic Integrity: Students are expected to abide by all Rutgers University and 

Rutgers Graduate School of Education regulations. It is your responsibility to be 

familiar with academic integrity regulations which can be found at 

http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/integrity.shtml. A plagiarism tutorial can be 

found at: 

http://www.libraries.rutgers.edu/rul/lib_instruct/lib_instruct.shtml#instruct_tutorials 

• Policy on Late Assignments: Assignments should be submitted on time when they 

have a due date. Assignments not turned in on time will loose 10 points for each day 

they are late. 

Some other things to keep in mind:

(These two sections come from Dr. Clark Chinn’s syllabus, 295:590, and are also used by Dr. 

Golbeck when she teaches this class. Dr Chinn cites Palloff, R.M. & Pratt, K. (1999).  Building 

learning environments in cyberspace.  San Fancisco: Jossey-Bass, p.101.)

• Netiquette

1. Check the discussion frequently and respond appropriately and on the subject.
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2. Focus on one subject per message and use pertinent, informative and not-too-long 

subject titles.

3. Capitalize words only to highlight a point or for titles.  Capitalizing otherwise is 

generally viewed as SHOUTING.

4. Be professional and careful with your online interaction.

5. Cite all quotes, references and sources.

6. When posting a long message, warn readers at the beginning of the message that is 

lengthy.

7. It is inappropriate to forward someone else’s messages(s) without permission.

8. Use humor carefully.  It is easy to be misunderstood in the absences of face to face 

cues. 

9. Use emoticons such as  or ;-) to let others know that you are being humorous.

• Norms: an example for participating in constructive controversies.  Smith,K., Johnson, 

D.W. & Johnson, R.T.(1981).  Can conflict be constructive? Controversy versus 

concurrence seeking in learning groups.  Journal of Educational Psychology, 73, 651-

663. 

✔ I am critical of ideas, not people

✔ I remember that we are all in this together

✔ I encourage everyone to participate

✔ I listen to everyone’s ideas, even if I do not agree with them.

✔ I restate what someone has said if it is not clear.

✔ I try to understand both sides of the issue.

✔ I first bring out all of the ideas, then I put them together.

8



15:295:512:B1 Summer 2012

COURSE TOPIC SCHEDULE AND READING LIST

Please note that our first week is one day shorter that the rest. Following strictly the 

schedule will help you stay in compliance with course due dates. While every effort will be 

made to adhere to the daily schedule and syllabus, changes may occur and it is your 

responsibility to keep up with any changes. Additional readings may be assigned or changed 

throughout the semester. Any changes will be posted on the announcement page, so check 

weekly.

Summer 2012 Schedule and Reading List

Date Topic Assigned Readings Weekly Assignments/Due Dates

5/29- 6/1

week 1

Introduction

Theoretical issues on 

development

Scientific research in 

human development

Grand theories in Human 

Development

Biocultural foundations of 

Development

Prenatal Development 

and Birth

Chapter 1

Vygotsky (1978) 

Geary & Bjorklund 

(2000) 

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

1. Upload self-introduction by 5/30

2.Participate in online discussions 

(make sure to post under all threaded 

discussions) 

3. Upload 1st journal entry by 6/3

with suggested topic: 

What are my personal  expectations 

from this course: what I can bring to 

this class and what I can take away?

6/4-6/8

week 2

The first three months

Infancy: Physical and 

Cognitive Development 

Infancy: Social and 

Emotional Development

Chapter  4

Else-Quest et al. 

(2003)

Chapter 5

Berger & Adolph 

(2003)

Chapter  6

1. Participate in online discussions 

(make sure to post under all threaded 

discussions)

2. Submit 1st collaborative project by 

6/8

3. Submit 2nd journal entry by 6/10 

with suggested topic:

Physical, cognitive and language 

development in the first years of life: 

what does this mean to me? 
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6/11-6/15

week 3

Language Acquisition 

Early Childhood: Physical 

and Cognitive 

Development 

Chapter 7

Adesope et al. 

(2010)

Chapter 8

Sayfan & Lagattuta 

(2008)

1. Participate in online discussions 

(make sure to post under all threaded 

discussions)

2. Submit 2nd collaborative project by 

6/15

3. Submit 3d  journal entry by 6/17 

with suggested topic:

The transition from Early childhood to 

Middle childhood: practical 

implications for teachers, parents, 

policy makers 

6/18-6/22

week 4

Early Childhood: Social 

and Emotional 

Development

Middle Childhood: 

Physical and Cognitive 

Development

Chapter 9 

Galyer & Evans 

(2001)

Chapter 11 

Maynard & 

Greenfield (2003)

1. Participate in online discussions 

(make sure to post under all threaded 

discussions)

2. Submit an outline for your final 

project: type of environment, how 

many observations, possible literature 

sources for your analysis (outline is 

worth 30 points, or about 1/3 of the 

grade for this assignment) due by 

6/22

3. Submit 4th journal entry by 6/24 

with suggested topic:

The transition from Middle childhood 

to Adolescence: practical implications 

6/25-6/29

week 5

Middle Childhood: Social 

and Emotional 

Development 

Adolescence: Physical and 

Cognitive Development

Chapter 13 

Bigler (1995) 

Chapter 14

Steinberg et al. 

(2009) and replies 

(Fischer et al. 

(2009)- reply to 

Steinberg and 

Steinberg et al. 

(2009)- reply to 

Fischer.) 

1. Participate in online discussions 

(make sure to post under all threaded 

discussions)

2. Final exam preparation: cheat sheet

with your notes on assigned readings, 

no more than 2 pages (cheat sheet is 

worth 40 points, or about 1/3 of your 

grade for this assignment) due by 7/1

3. Submit 5th journal entry by 7/1 with 

suggested topic:

What I was able to learn about Child 

Development and how could I use this 

in the future?
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7/2-7/6

week 6

Adolescence: 

Social and Emotional 

Development 

Chapter 15

Davis (2010)

1. Participate in online discussions 

(make sure to post under all threaded 

discussions)

2. Final project presentations due 7/4

3. Final examination due on 7/6

Thank you and have 

a wonderful 

summer!
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