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Qualitative Research Methods in Education II 
16:300:513  
Spring 2012 

Mondays   4:50 – 7:30pm 
Scott Hall, Room 219 

 
Instructor: William Firestone Email: william.firestone@gse.rutgers.edu 
Phone: 732.932.7496 x 8231 Address: Rm 18 

10 Seminary Place 
New Brunswick, NJ 08901 

Office Hours: Monday: 2:00-4:30 & by 
arrangement 

Prerequisite: 16:300:509 

 
 

 
Course Description 
 
The goal of this course is to help the student develop the capacity to use qualitative research 
methods by actually completing a qualitative study.  The course builds on 300:509 Qualitative 
Research Methods in Education I by providing students with opportunities to gain experience in 
conducting qualitative research, analyzing qualitative data, and writing up a qualitative study. By 
implementing the research project designed during the first semester of the course sequence, 
students will deepen and strengthen their familiarity and comfort with qualitative work. The class 
is organized to provide students with more opportunities to practice the different kinds of 
research techniques used by qualitative researchers as well as to further develop their skills as 
informed consumers of qualitative studies. 
 
A core piece of this semester’s work will be to develop students’ abilities to advise and support 
their colleagues.  This aspect of the class will be promoted through a strong reliance on group 
work during which members will provide feedback and critique on each others’ ongoing research 
process.  The emphasis on colleagueship is intended to: facilitate students learning from one 
another, enhance their ability to critique the work of others in a constructive way and utilize 
critique in their own work, and develop a “research community” that can provide support as 
students continue in their doctoral programs. 
 
 
Course requirements 
 
1) Course participation.  Critical engagement with the readings and with your colleagues 

during class time is vital to the design of this course.  This course is structured to develop 
students’ abilities to advise, support, and provide constructive feedback to colleagues in their 
research efforts.  (10 percent of grade) 
a) Participation. Your attendance and punctuality are important criteria for building rapport 

and understanding between all of us as a community of learners. If extenuating 
circumstances make it necessary for you to miss a class, arrive late, or leave early, 
contact me ahead of time.  While laptops and other technologies can enhance learning for 
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some students, I ask that you refrain from using them in this class except during activities 
that require them.  Please ensure that cell phones are off at the start of class. 

b) Discussion leading. Each week 2-3 members of class will be responsible for generating 
discussion questions based on the readings and leading the class for approximately 30 
minutes.  During the conversation, leaders should aim to draw out the salient themes from 
the readings and encourage maximum participation among their peers.  On the first night, 
we will create a discussion leader schedule. 

c) Individual research conferences. Each student will participate in at least one individual 
conference with the instructor regarding their research. Conferences will be scheduled 
during office hours and, on some weeks, at 7 p.m. 

 
2) Review of a Book-Length Qualitative Study.  In order to continue to develop your skills as 

a critical consumer of qualitative research, select a book-length ethnography or other 
qualitative study related to your area of research.  Reflect on this work in a critical review.  
Your review should include a brief summary of the key issues raised by the study, include a 
discussion how this study contributes to your own work as a developing researcher, and 
analyze the strengths and the limitations of the study and/or author’s presentation of the 
work. If you need help locating a book related to your topic, you should consult me or your 
advisor.  Due February 20 (4-5 pages). (15 percent of grade.)   
 
 

3) Project development tasks.  Throughout the semester, students will be expected to complete 
the tasks necessary to conduct their own projects and support their colleagues.  As a way to 
receive feedback along the way and be accountable, a number of specific process tasks are 
required.  Although they will receive feedback, they will not be graded.  You must complete 
all tasks to receive credit for any of them.  (30 percent of grade).  The tasks are: 

 
a) Revising data collection instruments.  After working with a partner to match questions 

and focus with research questions; revising wording for clarity, open-endedness, etc.; 
length and sequence, submit data collection tools for final feedback from me on or before 
Week 4, February 13th.  You should consider the possibility of revising your data 
collection instruments again after you use them once or twice.  Please note that 
substantive changes to your data collection plan should be submitted for review to IRB. 
 

b) Preliminary data analysis memo.  After peer-debriefing several data excerpts with a 
partner, submit a data analysis memo recording your preliminary thoughts on analysis.  
This memo can include preliminary coding schemes, hypotheses about themes, as well as 
reflections on the analysis process thus far.  Draw evidence from your data within the 
body of the memo.  Due March 5 (1-2 pages). 
 

c) Detailed data analysis plan.  This memo should describe, in considerable detail, the 
official “plan of action” for conducting data analysis related to your individual project, 
your data, your qualitative research approach, and your theoretical framework.  The 
memo should draw on appropriate readings related to data analysis and will be revised 
and incorporated into your final paper’s method’s section.  Due March 26 (3-4 pages). 

 



3 
 

d)  Conceptual Framework and Literature Review Revision.  Using new literature 
you’ve come across this semester, revise and expand the conceptual framing and 
literature review you wrote for your proposal in Qual 1.  In particular, students should 
respond to comments on their first semester research plans from the instructor (and their 
peers).  Please submit your original proposal (with instructor comments) with your final 
paper.  Due April 23. 

 
3.  Final project.  The final project will be a complete write up of a qualitative research study, 

including a conceptual framework, literature review, full discussion of the research design, a 
description of the methods of data collection and analysis employed, a presentation of 
findings, and a discussion of implications and limitations of the study. Due Week 15, May7.  
45 percent of grade 

 
NOTE:  Unfortunately, experience indicates that it is very easy to fall behind in this class, and 
incompletes are common.  However, no one likes to have papers hanging over his/her head 
during the summer, right?  In order to stay on track it is important to set a timeline, and do your 
very best to stick with it.  Here is a generic timeline to use as a guide in establishing your own. 
 
January-Februrary Complete IRB paperwork  
   Secure site access 
   Recruit study participants 
   Revise data collection tools/plans 
 
February-March Data collection and preliminary data analysis 
   Revise conceptual framework and literature review, as needed 
 
April   Data analysis 
 
April-May  Write up and revise paper 
 
 
Course Policies 
 
1.  Please make every attempt to attend class.  Your participation is important to both your own 
learning and that of your classmates.  If you have to miss class or know that you will be late, 
please let me know. 
 
2.  All completed assignments should be submitted through Sakai. 
 
3.  You are expected to follow the University Academic Integrity Policy.  To read the policy, go 
to http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/integrity.shtml. 
 
4.  Complete all required readings and be prepared to discuss them in class.  Please jot down key 
concepts and ideas, as well as questions so that you can participate fully in discussions and 
activities. 
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Readings: 
 
  There are two required books which you should order on-line from Amazon, Barnes and 

Noble or the publisher: 
 

Coffey, A.. & Atkinson, P. (1996). Making sense of qualitative data: Complementary 
research strategies. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 
 
Wolcott, H. F. (2001). Writing up qualitative research (2nd ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA: 
Sage. 

 
  This course will refer back to readings from the books used in Qualitative Research Methods 

I  during Fall 11 (Cresswell, Merriam ).  If you took Qual I in a previous year, please order 
the books you do not have. 

 
 Journal articles and book chapters that are assigned will be downloadable through the course 

SAKAI website. Please purchase a binder, print out all readings, and keep them in binder.  
You need bring to class only the readings assigned for that week.    

 
 
   In addition it is highly recommended that you purchase at least one seminal text related to 

the research tradition from which your study draws, or at least one other major text on 
qualitative research to use as a resource.  Please refer to Creswell’s bibliographies for 
pointers on this if you need them. 

 
Readings and Assignments, Week by Week 
Week 1 – 
January 23 

Introductions 

Overview of the Syllabus 

Creating Data Collection 
Instruments 

 

Week 2 – 
January 30 

The Researcher and the 
Researched   
 

Agar,  Who are you to do this?  
Patton Ch 3. Evaluation 
Fryer, Researcher-practitioner   

Week 3 – 
February 6 

Early data analysis  
   
Class will not meet but do  
“Intro to Analysis” on left side 
of Sakai.”  Start on weekend.  
This set of activities requires 
group discussion.   

Miles & Huberman.  Early steps in 
analysis,  
 

Coffey & Atkinson, Ch. 1 

Academic Integrity Policy 

 

Week 4 – 
February 13 

NB: I will be 

More on Data Collection 
 
Field notes 

Review methods readings from last 
semester (e.g., Patton on interviews 
and observations)  
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out of town.   

 

Interviewing   
   
 

Emerson, Fretz & Shaw In the field:  
Participating, observing & jotting 
note 

Agar, The professional stranger, 89-99 
Revised research instruments due

Week 5 – 
February 20 

Data analysis 1  
   

 

 

Wolcott,  Describing, analysis & 
interpretation in qualitative inquiry, Ch. 
2 

Coffey & Atkinson, Ch. 2-4,  
Reflection on qualitative research Due 

Week 6 – 
February 27 

Data analysis II 
Using computer software for 
data analysis   
 

Coffey & Atkinson, Ch. 7 

http://www.dedoose.com/LearnMore/VideoT
our.aspx 
http://onlineqda.hud.ac.uk/Intro 
CAQDAS/what_packages_are_available/ind
ex.php1 

Week 7 – 
March 5 

Data analysis III 
    
 

Literature review 

Loxley, Drowning in words 
 
Patton, Chapter 8, Parts 1 & 2 (selections) 
 
Lee and Anderson, Negotiating Linguistic 

and Cultural Identities 
 
Preliminary Data Analysis Memo Due 

Week 8 – 
March 12 

(Spring Break) 

Validity revisited  Patton, Ch 9.  Enhancing the quality and 
credibility of qualitative analysis  

Lather,  A, Fertile Obsession:  Validity after 
poststructuralism 

 

Week 9 -March 
19 

Alternative research 
approaches: 
 
Teacher Research  
Participatory Action Research 
Evaluation Research 
 

Cochran-Smith and Lytle, Research on 
teaching and teacher as researcher 

Fine et al.,  Participatory action research 
Cummings et al., Barriers to and facilitators 

for female participation in an HIV 
project in rural Ethiopia 

Denz-Penny and Murdoch, Its really, really 
good but it could be a lot better. 

 
Week 10 –  
March 26 

Writing up your research I 
  
 

Coffey & Atkinson, Chapter 5 
Wolcott, Chapters 2-3 

Data analysis plan due 

Week 11 – Writing up your research II Creswell, Chapter 9 

                                                 
1 This is supposed to be a 2 line link.  You may have to type it and put 2 spaces after “Intro” 
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April 02 Wolcott, Chapter 4 

Week 12 – 
April 09 

Writing up your research III Wolcott, Chapters 5-6 

Delayed Spring 
Break 

April 16 

  

Week 13 April 
23 

Small group work TBA 

Conceptual framework due 

Week 14 – 
April 30 

Moving from the pilot to the 
dissertation 
Small group work 

TBA 

Week 15 – 
May 7 

Conclusions and Reflections 

Presentations of research 
reports 

 

Final project due 

 


