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Ed.D. Program  
Graduate School of Education 

Rutgers University, NJ 

Educating Teachers 15:267:610:01 
Teacher Leadership Concentration 

Spring 2012 Syllabus 

Course Information 

Instructor Information 
Instructor: Dr. Mary Curran 
Office: Graduation School of Education, Room 220  
Class Location and Time: GSE Room 211, Thursdays 4:50-7:30 pm 
Office Hours: Thursdays 1-4, or by appointment 
Office Telephone: (732) 932-7496 ext. 8101 
E-mail: mary.curran@gse.rutgers.edu 

Course Description 
This class is designed for students who are currently working in, or seek to work 
in, a teacher education institution (community college or university). Together 
we will examine the research base on teacher education, routes to preparation, 
and what is known about effective curriculum and strategies used to educate 
teachers into the profession. Most importantly, we will explore the challenges 
facing teachers in the 21st century and how to use research-proven practices to 
develop teachers who are committed to teaching for social justice and improving 
the educational outcomes of all learners in today’s global society.  Participants 
will learn how to prepare future teachers who are dedicated to educational 
equity and who understand the sociopolitical context of multicultural education. 
 
With this aim in mind, participants will learn to design pedagogies in their 
specialized areas that go beyond classroom-based experiences and use 
technology, community resources, and performance. As part of this class, 
students will have opportunities to teach classes with faculty in their discipline 
so that they can test out what is involved in designing and delivering instruction 
to pre-service and in-service teachers and receive feedback on their teaching.  
 
By the end of this class students will: 

• Become familiar with the body of research and knowledge comprising the 
field of teacher education; 

• Be able to identify what components contribute to a high quality teacher 
education program; 

• Become aware of current debates and challenges facing the field and be 
able to draw upon research to articulate their own position on teacher 
education; 
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• Understand the different pathways and contexts in which teacher 
education takes place; 

• Understand what it means to prepare teachers to teach for social justice 
and demonstrate this understanding through curriculum and pedagogy; 

• Learn about a range of effective teaching techniques for educating 
teachers and how to apply them to their discipline; and 

• Know how to design and evaluate a class for a teacher education program 
in their area using the latest in technologies and what is known about 
pedagogy. 
 

Textbook & Course Materials 

Required Text:  

 Nieto, S and Bode, P. (2012) Affirming Diversity: The Sociopolitical Context  
of Multicultural Education, Sixth Edition. Boston, MA: Allyn and Bacon. 

Additional readings will be available online under resources on 
SAKAI site. 

 
Recommended Texts (for your reference): 
 
Cochran-Smith, M. and Zeichner, K. (2005). Studying Teacher Education: The 
Report of the AERA Panel on Research and Teacher Education. Lawrence 
Erlbaum Associates. 

Conrad, R. M., & Donaldson, J. A. (2010). Engaging the online learner: 
Activities and resources for creative instruction (Jossey-Bass Guides to online 
teaching and learning volume 1 E-book).  
 
Villegas, A. M., & Lucas, T. (2002). Educating culturally responsive teachers: 
A coherent approach. Albany, NJ: State University of New York Press. 

 
Sakai Access 

This course will be delivered partially online through a course management 
system named Sakai.  To access this course on Sakai you will need access to 
the Internet and a supported Web browser (Internet Explorer, Firefox, 
Safari).  If you need technical assistance at any time during the course or to 
report a problem with Sakai you can visit the main website at 
http://sakai.rutgers.edu 

 
Course Assignments 

Assignment 1: Policy Brief on Effective Teacher Preparation 

A policy brief is a document that outlines the current research and theory 
about a key policy issue offering recommendations for practice. Students will 
write a policy brief on what makes for effective teacher preparation in their 
area (e.g. literacy, math, science, social studies, special education, language 

http://sakai.rutgers.edu/�
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education, elementary or early childhood education).  To create this brief, 
students will need to examine identified exceptional teacher preparation 
programs in their area and summarize how those programs are structured, 
the content and experiences offered to students, and how these programs 
are related to effective teacher preparation in the research literature.  
Drawing on the research base, the policy brief should summarize the state of 
teacher preparation in the area, current issues particular to preparing 
teachers in this area, and conclude with recommendations for teacher 
education policy and practice. (20%) 

Assignment 2: Teaching Techniques Inquiry Task 

One of the most pressing issues facing teacher educators is how to prepare 
practitioners who can respond effectively to the needs of increasingly diverse 
student populations. Teacher educators have developed and use a range of 
pedagogies (e.g. problem-based learning, cases, narratives, autobiography, 
simulations, field experiences, etc) that are responsive to adult learners and 
help pre-service and in-service teachers to integrate theory, research, and 
practice. Working in groups, you are to take a teaching pedagogy for college 
students and work together to learn about the theory behind this pedagogy 
and how to use this pedagogy to help teachers consider issues of inequity 
and social justice.  As a group, you will provide examples, demonstrate and 
teach the pedagogy to the other members of the class. After completing the 
demonstration, you are to draw on the research base to create a podcast or 
wiki that educates others about the technique by summarizing the pedagogy 
(what it is, why it is used, when it is best used, the pros and cons of using 
the pedagogy, etc), and offering other ways this technique could be used to 
develop teachers to enact social justice pedagogies. (20%) 

Assignment 3: Interviewing Student Teachers 

One of the most important experiences in learning to teach is the student 
teaching experience. It is assumed that the practical hands-on experience in 
a supervised setting enables prospective teachers to bridge the gap between 
theory and practice. Drawing on class readings and your research on the 
student teaching experience you are to design and carry out two semi-
structured interview. You will design a protocol and carry out an interview 
with two student teachers (in-person and/or on-line) about their experiences 
student teaching over the past fall.  One student will be in a GSE pre-service 
program; the other will be a pre-service teacher in China or Mexico. After 
conducting the interviews, you are to write up a report that describes the 
purposes of the interviews, a description of who you interviewed and the 
method you used to interview him/her. Your report should then examine 
what you learned from this person about the student teaching experience 
including insights about the mentoring and supervision relationship, the 
degree of match between coursework and the field placement experience, 
differences across cultures with regard to teacher preparation, and what 
these insights suggest for improving teacher preparation programs. (20%) 
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Assignment 4: Class Design and Practice Task 

Working with a faculty member, you will design one week of a class in one of 
the current teacher education programs offered at the Graduate School of 
Education. The class can be designed in either or both face-to-face and on-
line formats. You will teach the class and videotape yourself teaching the 
class. After receiving feedback from the faculty member and student 
participants (you will need to design a way for them to evaluate you), you 
will review the videotape of your teaching and the evaluations and write a 
brief reflection paper that describes: a) the class design; b) considerations 
and challenges that had to be made when designing for on-line versus face-
to-face instruction; and c) how you would improve the class after teaching it 
once using video evidence where appropriate. The paper is to be 
accompanied with the class designs and the videotape. (20%) 
 
Assignment 5: Active participation and/or leadership in our face-to-
face and online class discussions and activities. 
Several of our classes will be conducted face-to-face and online.  You 
are asked to prepare for these sessions by reading the assigned texts 
and by actively participating in our discussions and activities.  Clear 
instructions, timeframe, and expectations will be given for each class 
either by the instructor or one of the course participants. (20%) 

 

Academic Integrity Policy 

• All students must follow the RU Code of Student Conduct which can be accessed 
at: http://rci.rutgers.edu/%7Epolcomp/judaff/ucsc.shtml 

• For information on the academic integrity policy, please go to: 
http://www.rci.rutgers.edu.~polcomp/integrity/policy.shtml 

• A multimedia presentation on plagiarism can be found at: 
http://www.rci.rutgers.edu/~polcomp/integrity/realifeexamples.html 

Related regulations may also be found in the Rutgers Graduate School of Education 
Catalog Important Note: This syllabus, along with course assignments and due 
dates, are subject to change. It is the student’s responsibility to check Sakai for 
corrections or updates to the syllabus. Any changes will be clearly noted in course 
announcement or through Sakai email.

http://rci.rutgers.edu/~polcomp/judaff/ucsc.shtml�
http://www.rci.rutgers.edu.~polcomp/integrity/policy.shtml�
http://www.rci.rutgers.edu/~polcomp/integrity/realifeexamples.html�
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Topic Outline/Schedule & Assignments 
 

Class Date Topic Readings Class Mode 
 Key issues in Teacher Education   

1 Jan 19 Introductions 
Class overview and planning 
 
What should teachers learn and be able to 
do? 
 
• Theories of learning and their role in 

teaching 
• The role of subject matter 

knowledge 
• The role of pedagogical knowledge 
• Knowledge of socio-political 

contexts shaping learning and 
teaching 

• Professionalism 
 
Preparing teachers to enact social justice 
pedagogies. 
 
Why is a social justice orientation is so 
important? 
 
• Who are teacher education 

students? 
• Whom are they teaching? 
• Who is teaching them? 

 
The importance of language, culture and 
politics  
 
 

New Jersey Professional Teaching 
Standards for Teachers and School 
Leaders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MY CAP: My Cultural Awareness 
Profile 

 

2 Jan 26 Defining the field and history of teacher 
education 
How do teachers learn and develop? 
 
 
Guest speaker: Dr. Eugenia Etkina 

Darling-Hammond, L. (2010). 
Teacher Education and the 
American Future. Journal of Teacher 
Education, 61: 35 - 47. 
 
Larabee, D. (2008). An Uneasy 
Relationship: The History of 
Teacher Education in the University 
in Cochran-Smith, Marilyn, Feiman 
Nemser, Sharon & McIntyre, Sharon 
(Eds.) Handbook of Research on 
Teacher Education: Enduring Issues 
in Changing Contexts, Third 
Education. Washington, DC: 
Association of Teacher Educators. 

 

3 Feb 2 Setting the Stage and Developing a 
Conceptual Framework for Multicultural 
Education 

Nieto and Bode, Chapters 1-3 (pp 1-
107) 
 
Villegas, A.M., and Lucas, T., 
Preparing Culturally Responsive 
Teachers : Rethinking the 
Curriculum Journal of Teacher 
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Class Date Topic Readings Class Mode 
Education 2002 53: 20 

4 Feb 9 Clinical Practice 
Guest Speaker: Lisa Kruger, GSE Director 
of Teacher Education 
 
 
 
Generate Interview Questions for Teacher 
Education Student Interviews 
 
Group Meetings: 
Preparation for Teaching Inquiry and 
Demos 

Transforming Teacher Education 
through Clinical Practice: A National 
Strategy to Prepare Effective 
Teachers, NCATE 
 
Zeichner, K. (2011) Improving 
Teacher Education in the United 
States. AERA Commissioned Essay 
 
Bring ideas for your demo lessons.  
Do some research on your teaching 
techniques. 
 

 

5 Feb 16* Designing effective teacher preparation 
Different modes and spaces: 
On-line  
Hybrid 
Face to face 
 
What are the pedagogies 1: Using digital 
technology: wikis; blogs; vlogcasts; 
webinars; etc… 
 
 

Cochran- Smith and Zeichner 
Chapter 7  
Research on Pedagogical 
Approaches in Teacher Education  
 
 
Nieto and Bode, Chapter 4, 
Structural and Organizational 
Issues in Classrooms and Schools 
 
TBA 

On-line Class 
Teaching 
techniques inquiry 
and demo. 

6 Feb 23 What are the pedagogies 2: Establishing 
an inquiry stance to teaching 
 
• Cases  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What are the pedagogies 3: Using the 
community, challenging bias 
 
• Field-based experience 
• Community experience 
• International experiences 

 

Carter, K. (1999). What is a case? 
What is not a case? In M. A. 
Lundeberg, B. B. Levin & H. L. 
Harrington (Eds.), Who learns what 
from cases and how? The research 
base for teaching and learning with 
cases (pp. 165-175). Mahwah, NJ: 
Lawrence Earlbaum. 
 
Curran, M.  A language socialization 
approach to U.S. Bilingualism: The 
Case of El Gringo. 
 
Nieto and Bode, Chapter 6, Linguistic 
Diversity in U.S. Classrooms 
 
Hyland, N. E. & Heuschkel, K. (in 
press). Fostering understanding of 
institutional oppression among U.S. 
pre-service teachers. Teaching and 
Teacher Education. 
 
Zeichner, K. (2010). Rethinking the 
connections between campus 
courses & field experiences. Journal 
of teacher Education, 61, 89-99. 
 
Nieto and Bode, Chapter 5, Culture, 
Identity, and Learning 

Teaching 
techniques inquiry 
and demo. 

7 Mar 1 What are the pedagogies 4: Action 
Research 
 

Cochran-Smith, M. (2005). Teacher 
educators as researchers: multiple 
perspectives. Teaching and Teacher 

Teaching 
techniques inquiry 
and demo. 
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Class Date Topic Readings Class Mode 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What are the pedagogies 5: Reading the 
world/word 
 

• Popular culture 

• Narrative 

 

Education, 21: 19-25. 
 
Nieto and Bode, Chapter 7, 
Understanding Student Learning and 
School Achievement 
 
Ryan, S., & Grieshaber, S. (2005). 
Shifting from developmental to 
postmodern practices in early 
childhood teacher education. 
Journal of Teacher Education, 56, 
34-45. 
 
Clark, C., & Medina, C. (2000). How 
reading and writing literacy 
narratives affect preservice 
teachers’ understandings of 
literacy, pedagogy, and 
multiculturalism. Journal of Teacher 
Education, 51(1), 63-76. 
 
Nieto and Bode, Chapter 8, Learning 
from Students 

8 Mar 8 What are the pedagogies 6: Portfolios 
 
 
 
 
Panel Discussion with GSE Teacher 
Education Students 

TBA 
 
Nieto and Bode, Chapter 9, Adapting 
Curriculum for Multicultural 
Classrooms 

Teaching 
techniques inquiry 
and demo. 
 

 Mar 15 SPRING BREAK-NO CLASS   

9 Mar 22* Pathways to teacher preparation 
• History of different pathways 
• More than traditional versus 

alternate route 
 

Affirming Diversity: Implications 

Larabee, D. Teach for America and 
teacher Education: Heads they win, 
tails we lose. JTE, 61, 48-55. 
 
 
Nieto and Bode, Chapter 10  

Online Class 

10 Mar 29* Globalization and Teacher Education 
 

Suárez-Orozco, M. (2001). 
Globalization, Immigration, and 
Education: The Research Agenda. 
Harvard Educational Review, 71 
(3), 345-365. 
Longview Foundation, Teacher 
Preparation for a Global Age 
 

Online Class 

11 Apr 5* Learning from Student Teachers Interviews generated by your peers. Report on 
interviews due 
online 
 
Online class 

12 Apr 12* Mentoring student teachers: providing 
feedback and supporting/maintaining 
quality 

 

TBA Online class 
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Class Date Topic Readings Class Mode 
13 Apr 19 Assessment - how do you assess adult 

learning, what do you look for? 
 

TBA Report on class 
design projects. 
Class design paper 
due. 

14 Apr 26 What does the research says makes for a 
high quality preparation? 
Making the pieces fit: Tips for effective 
program design 
 

Cochran-Smith and Zeichner 
Ch 11  
Research on Teacher Education 
Programs 

 

15 May 3 Staying current 
Navigating the university context 
Next steps 

 Policy brief due. 
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