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Rutgers University 
Graduate School of Education 

Department of Learning and Teaching: Language Education 
 

15.253.540 (01)   Teaching English Language Learners 
 
Spring, 2012      Dave Greer 
Thursdays      
4:50-7:30      Phone:  (908) 789-4545 
Location:  FH-A3     Email:  david.greer@gse.rutgers.edu 
3 Credits      Office Hours:  (by appointment) 
 
Note:  To reach me, you will be most successful using email. 
 
 General Course Description 
 This course provides a basic understanding of addressing the needs of English 
Language Learners (ELLs) or Emerging Bilinguals (EB) in K-12 school settings. It covers 
areas such as: demographic changes taking place in NJ and the U.S. and how this 
phenomenon intersects with schooling and parental involvement; language learning 
difficulties ELLs face; language and immigrant communities; the process of second 
language acquisition;  language scaffolding for instructing ELLs; techniques and approaches 
to identify and situate ELLs in teaching; and an overview of methods and strategies that 
provide for better teaching practices that meet the needs of ELLs or EBs in the classroom. 

 
Objectives  
 Upon completion of this course, students:  

• demonstrate an understanding of the complexities involved when teaching ELLs in 
classrooms; 

• identify major types of research questions in language education and allied fields and 
the related research methodologies most commonly used; 

• develop significant knowledge of research-based knowledge, intersection with 
systemic issues, research-to-practice issues, and future challenges in multiple areas 
affecting the education of ELLs;  

• hone knowledge, skills and dispositions to help ELLs increase English language 
proficiency and content-area knowledge; and 

• expand professional collaboration and presentation skills. 
 

Course Learning Activities  
• Review and discussion of select readings 
• Presenting to groups (Individual 20-minute PowerPoint Presentation/Discussion) 
• Academic research paper (maximum 12 pages (double spaced), minimum 10 pages 

not including references) integrating the needs of ELLs and a topic of interest 
• Service learning project with English Language Learners 
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Course Materials 
Required: 

Wright, W.E. (2010).  Foundations for teaching English language learners:  
Research, theory, policy, and practice.  Philadelphia, PA:  Caslon 
Publishing.  ISBN-13:  978-1-934000-01-4 

 
Suggested: 
 Hamayan, E., Marler, B., Sanchez-Lopez, C., and Damico, J. (2007).  Special  
  education considerations for English language learners.  Philadelphia,  
  PA :  Caslon Publsihing.  ISBN-10:  0-9727507-9-7 
 

Perrin, R.  (2007).  Pocket Guide to APA Style (Spiral-bound).  Boston, MA:  
Houghton-Mifflin.  ISBN-10:  0547201931 

 
Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (6th Ed.) 

(Paperback) (2009) American Psychological Association ISBN-10:  
1433805618 

 
Strunk, W. & White, E.B. (1999).  The Elements of Style.  Boston:  MA:  

Longman (Pearson)  ISBN-10:  020530902X 
 

All other required readings available online at SAKAI:  https://sakai.rutgers.edu 
 
Attendance Policy 
 
Students are required to attend every class.  More than one unexcused absence will result 
in lowering the student’s final grade by the equivalent of one full letter grade (e.g., from B+ 
to C+) for each additional unexcused absence beyond one (except for documented 
emergencies, illness, religious observance, or other serious needs).  More than three absences 
total (regardless of absences being excused) will likely necessitate repeating the course to 
earn credit.  Bona fide emergencies and highly unusual situations should be discussed in 
private with the instructor to explore the possibility of special accommodations and 
or/arrangements.  Class starts at 4:50 sharp.  Students are expected to arrive at class a few 
minutes before class begins. 
 
Academic Honesty 
 
The University Code of Student Conduct can be accessed at:  
http://rci.rutgers.edu/%7Epolcomp/judaff/ucsc.shtml  For information on the academic 
integrity policy, please go to:  http://www.rci.rutgers.edu/~polcomp/integrity/policy.shtml or 
http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/integrity.shtml  
 
A multimedia presentation on plagiarism can be found at:  
http://www.rci.rutgers.edu/~polcomp/integrity/realifeexamples.html 
Related regulations may also be found in the Rutgers Graduate School of Education Catalog. 
 

http://rci.rutgers.edu/~polcomp/judaff/ucsc.shtml�
http://www.rci.rutgers.edu/~polcomp/integrity/policy.shtml�
http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/integrity.shtml�
http://www.rci.rutgers.edu/~polcomp/integrity/realifeexamples.html�
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For any and all assignments and class activities, papers, field projects, PowerPoints, no 
copying of any kind is allowed, unless copied text is placed within quotations and 
author/source is appropriately cited. 
 
Your papers must include citations and a bibliography-using APA style.  For APA style, you 
may link to:  http://www.lib.usm.edu/research/guides/apa.html  for electronic sources you 
may use:  http://www.apastyle.org/elecref.html  
 
Clear evidence of extensive plagiarism will likely result in a grade of F for the assignment 
AND course. 
 
Accommodations for Disabilities 
 
Students requiring accommodations related to disabilities will be provided all necessary 
supports and accommodations.  In such circumstances, students should make sure that they 
communicate their needs in advance to the instructor in coordination with the Rutgers Office 
of Disability Services to ensure that they receive appropriate supports commensurate with 
their needs.   
 
Course Grading Plan 
 
1.  Participation (20%) 
2.  Student-lead Presentation/Discussion (20%) 
3.  Independent Research Paper (35%) 
4.  Service learning project reflections (25%) 
 
Course Grades 
 

A grade of 86.99 earns a B, 
not a B+ 
 
Grades for any mid-course 
modifications of an assignment 
will be explained at the time of 
the change.  Rubrics will be 
provided for all major  

            assignments. 
 
1.  Participation:  Students are expected to come to class having completed all assigned 
readings for that week in advance and to participate in class discussions, offering informed 
ideas and opinions. 
 
2.  Student-led Presentation/discussion:  Starting at session # 3, three students will present 
selected readings during class.  Following a brief introduction in which they state the topic and 
preview the main presentation content (1 minute, with accompanying presentation overview 
slide), the main content part of the presentation will last 9-10 minutes, to be followed by 8-9 

               Grade              Percent 
                  A           93.00-100.0% 
                  B+           87.00-92.99% 
                  B           81.00-86.99% 
                  C+           77.00-80.99% 
                  C           70.00-76.99% 
                  F           Under 70% 

http://www.lib.usm.edu/research/guides/apa.html�
http://www.apastyle.org/elecref.html�
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minutes of facilitated (by the presenter) discussion, (or, discussion can be embedded throughout 
the presentation), and a 1-minute summary/closure with accompanying slide.  Under no 
circumstances can the total time exceed 20 minutes per presenter (due to other content 
coverage and activities during class).  Students should rehearse to ensure their presentation 
timing is appropriate and they are responsible to bring a small clock or timing device to help 
them manage presentation time.  Students will sign up for topic dates during session #1.  The 
oral presentation should cover just the main concepts and main informational points from 
the selected reading-not all of the content.  A rubric will be distributed at class session #2.  The 
student must prepare three things to accompany the presentation: 
 a.  A brief PowerPoint slide show for the presentation.  Email the PPT to me no later 
 than 5PM on the day before the presentation.  See an example PPT with content, 
 design, and presentation tips for student presenters on SAKAI. 
 b.  Copies of a 2 page (single spaced) detailed handout (with significantly more detail 
 than in the PPT) for class members containing summary information. 
 c.  A list of 4-5 challenging questions (higher order thinking) for the class. 
 
3.  Independent Research Paper (10-12 pages):  Each student will select a topic with focus 
question(s) from a prepared list, or may select another focus area developed in consultation with 
the instructor.  Each student will research the focus question(s) for their topic, synthesizing the 
research literature.  The students will need to work with a minimum of 5 journal 
articles/chapters/reports, developing a 10-12 page paper in APA format.  Student topics must be 
unique (no dual coverage of the same topic). 
 
4.  Service Learning Project:  We have the distinct opportunity of working with English 
Language Learners in the Highland Park school district.  We will meet with the adult 
learners for a total of four times.  These experiences will enable us to understand the needs 
of ELLs and to work first-hand with learners in our own community.  A reflective journal 
and observation sheet will be kept by each student to highlight the important questions that 
might arise after working together.  More information will be provided at subsequent 
sessions. 

 
5.  Other Course Requirements: 

• You must have a Rutgers Email account. Having an official e-mail is mandatory for 
SAKAI to pick you up as a registered member of the class. All correspondences will 
be sent from me to you via SAKAI platform. If you are not familiar with SAKAI you 
must login using your RU id and then ask the help desk for orientation.  
 

• Check your email REGULARLY! If I upload materials for you to read, a notice will 
be sent automatically or an announcement will be made via SAKAI. 
 

• The textbook offers ample opportunities for on-line discussions with members from 
our class and from other schools/universities.  It would be helpful to become familiar 
with the on-line format as soon as possible. 
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Syllabus 
 

Meeting Date Topic What you will have to do:  
1 
 

January 19 Who are your ELLs? 
 
 

Language and Cultural Awareness and 
Discussion of syllabus, course requirements, class 
observation requirements, WIDA standards 

2 
 

January 26 ELLs and ESL immigrant 
history and our 
educational system 

Chapter 1 (all Chapter readings are from 
Wright)  and Schneider & Evers article (sakai) 
Who are English Language Learners?, Basic 
principles of how languages are used in immigrant 
communities          

3 
2 presentations 

February 2 Understanding 
demographic shifts in NJ 
and US 

Chapter 2   and Ehmann, Gualtieri, & Murphy 
Second language learning and teaching                   

4 
2 presentations 

February 9 Instructional approaches 
for ELLs and SLA Theory  
 

Chapter 3 and Chapter 4 and  Roche, Folkers, & 
Chao 
Language and education policy for ELLs 

5 
3 presentations 

February 16 Theory to practice with 
ELLs 

Chapter 5 and Cona, Brown, & Fahey 
Program Models for ELLs (Sheltered English) 

6 
3 presentations 

 

February 23 Understanding, Assessing, 
and Increasing ELLs’ 
academic achievement 

Chapter 6 and Bruno, Eoon, & Fish 
Assessment 

7 
3 presentations 

March 1  Language Domains: 
listening and speaking 

Chapter 7 and Mahan, Pabon, & Ribaudo 
Listening and Speaking 
 

8 
3 presentations 

March 8 Language Domain: 
reading 
 

Chapter 8 and Tan, Luketina, & Bharsar 
Reading 

SPRING 
BREAK 

March 15   

9 
HIGHLAND 

PARK 

March 22 Theory to practice with 
ELLs 

 

10 
HIGHLAND 

PARK 

March 29 Comprehensible Input and 
Comprehensible Output 
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11 
3 presentations 

April 05 Language Domain: writing Chapter 9 and Mitchell, Fiotakis, & Sha 
Writing, strategies that increase L2 learning via 
cross-cutting models 

12 
3 presentations 

April 12 ELLs and content-area 
courses 
 

Chapter 10 and TBD 
Content-area instruction for ELLs 

13  
HIGHLAND 

PARK 

April 19 Visual aids / Multiple 
Intelligences / Link to prior 
knowledge 

 

Final Paper due Uploaded to Sakai by April 25 at 11:59 PM 
14 
HIGHLAND 

PARK 

April 26 Modifying vocabulary / 
Cooperative learning 
strategies 

 

15 
 

May 03 The sociolinguistics of 
language: dialects and 
learning in schools 
 
On-line communication and 
computer-based language 
learning--Integrating 
technology 
 

Chapter 11 and Hess, Khaddash, & Weiss 
Primary language support 

 


