
Byrne Seminar--Utopia 
Benjamin Justice 
Offices hours: by appointment, room 015B GSE building 
Class meetings: 
Weds, 1/25 to 4/4, 2:50-4:10pm 
Scott Hall Room 116 
 
Description: 
What is the ideal society? Should social institutions, such as governments, schools, 
courts, regulate how people work? How they play? Love? Think? In this seminar we will 
explore these questions by reading three classics: Thomas More’s Utopia (1516), Aldous 
Huxley’s Brave New World (1932), and George Orwell’s Nineteen Eighty-Four (1948). 
We will also view and critique two utopian films. I’ve listed films here, but they are 
subject to change, depending on availability. 
 
All three books are available at the RU bookstore, but you can get them elsewhere too: 
NOTE: this particular translation of More’s Utopia, by Turner, is much easier to read 
than the one you will find online, which was translated in 1551 by Ralph Robinson. 
Spend the eight bucks and get the version I recommend here.  
 
Thomas More, Utopia 
Edition:(REV)03 
Publisher:PENG USA 
ISBN: 9780140449105  
 
George Orwell, 1984 
Edition 49 
Publisher: PENG USA 
ISBN: 9780451524935 
 
Aldous Huxley, Brave New World 
Edition 5 
Publisher: HARP PUB 
ISBN: 9780060776091 

 
 
Schedule: 
January 25: Introductions. Wrestling with the ideal. Utopia versus dystopia.  
 
Feb 1: Part One of Utopia. Read Intro through Part One. (pp. xi-47) 

Discussion. What is the problem that More is describing?  
How does it affect various groups in society? Is this the problem with society 
today?  

Feb 8: Week Three: Part Two of Utopia: (pp. 49-113) 



Discussion. How does Utopia solve the problem of part one? Which ideas do you 
think More [the author] takes seriously, and which do you think are ridiculous? 
Would More view our society today as his utopia? 

Feb 15: Tonight will be an online discussion through sakai. Log in at the regular time 
and be prepared to engage in a small group discussion. I will give you more instructions 
in person on the 8th. 
 First half of Brave New World (pp. 1-133) 

Discussion: What’s the problem that BNW seeks to solve? What are the 
solutions? Is this a utopia or a dystopia? Why? Why so much sex? 

 Feb 22: Second half of Brave New World (pp. 135-284) 
Discussion: Does BNW’s plot borrow from Utopia? What do you think of the 
Controller’s argument on pp. 242-243? How does this government keep control? 
What is the motivation of those in charge? What underlying social problems do 
you think Huxley is criticizing? How is this a book about education? 

Feb 29: View film Brave New World or Logan’s Run  
 Is this film utopian, dystopian, neither, or both? What does it have in common 

 with the two books we have read? 
March 7: First half of 1984 (pp. 1-147) 

Discussion: What does it mean to know something in Airstrip One? What does it 
mean to be alone? To be in public? How is this state different from that of BNW? 
Do you think the relationship between the proles and the party is plausible? Why 
is sex discouraged? 

March 21: Second half of 1984 (pp. 147-298) 
 Discussion: What does it mean to be human? What dangers to states pose to our 
humanity? What good can states do? How is this a book about education? If Orwell were 
to speak to More, where would they agree and disagree? What about Huxley? 
 
March 28: View 1984 (Film) 
 
April 4:  Class discussion: putting the pieces together. 
 
Assignments:  
This course requires three, three-page response essays to each of the books we read. 
These are posted, and described, on the class sakai website. (The standard definition of a 
page is 250 words per page. Please to not use funky fonts, large font sizes, and large 
margins. Come by your three pages honestly.)  
 
Grading: 
This course is graded pass/no credit.  
In order to pass this class you must do the following: 
1. Attend every session, on time, for the entire time. If you miss a session you will not be 
excused without a doctor’s note or a note from your academic dean. The same applies if 
you are significantly late or leave early. If you have an emergency or other extremely 
unusual conflict, of course, please let me know and we will discuss.  
2. Earn a passing grade on all three response papers. 



3. Participate. I expect every student to do all assigned reading and come to class 
prepared to discuss. I further expect that every student will participate actively in class 
discussions, small and large group activities, etc. Part of participation is knowing when to 
give others a chance, and so I also expect students to be courteous in their participation 
and make sure that they do not monopolize the conversation. Note: If you are not 
prepared to discuss the reading for some reason, please let me know 30 minutes prior to 
class so that I do not embarrass you in front of the class. If it is clear that you have not 
done the reading, and you have not checked in with me, I may ask you to leave. 
 
Academic Integrity. Rutgers has a very strict academic integrity policy. Learn it. Know it. 
And follow it! Usually people plagiarize when they are in over their heads. Speak to me 
if you feel that way. But do not plagiarize! The consequences are dire. See:  
http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/policy-on-academic-integrity 
 
Please contact me if you are having difficulties or want to ask questions. I see this course 
as a chance for a light, engaging, and fun experience. I also hope that for those of you 
who may have some difficulty with the transition to college that the course gives you a 
chance for some direct interaction and feedback from a full-time faculty member in a 
small class setting.   
 

http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/policy-on-academic-integrity

